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LORD RUSSELL CHARGES RUSSIA WITH NOT KEEPING PROMISES ON SOVIET JEWS

LONDON, Feb. 27, (JTA) -~ The situation of Soviet Jews is ''one of those tragic
anomalies that exercise the concern of those who are steadfastly opposed to the cold war
and seek greater understanding between the nations, "' Lord Bertrand Russell, the famous
British philosopher, declared here today.

He made tkat statement in a lengthy message to the national conference of the Brit-
ish section of the World Jewish Congress, which convened here today., "The irony of
this situation is that Soviet Jews, survivors of a people whose destruction was a priprity
of Nezi Germany's war aims, are still facing the problem of national survival,' he added,

Recalling the fate that befell the Soviet Jews under the late Josef Stalin, Lord Rus-
sell stated: 'In 1948, Stalin and his secret police executed the Jewish creative intelligent-
sia and totally destroyed Jewish institutions -- publishing houses, schools, theaters and
every vestige of national existence outside the synagogue, Destalinization has brought
little improvement: Jews still have no schools, no national theaters and no secular, com~
munal institutions, "

YAlthough restitution was frequently promised in 1955 and 1957, "' Lord Russell con-
tinued, "only token symbols of culture have been permitted -- a handful of books in the
Yiddish language published in small editions and exgploited as reassuring propaganda
abroad, one monthly Yiddish magazine, one or two dramatic groups and a few touring
Jewish singers. This represents the total cultural resources of 3,000, 000 peogle tradi-
tionally regarded as one of the most talented and creative Jewish communities in the world.,

Stresses Inequality in Treatment of Jews in the Soviet Union

"4 comparison with other Soviet nationalities exposes the basic injustice of their
situation, for even the smallest national groups in the Soviet Union are given the opportun-
ity to pursue a cultural, social and pelitical life of their own, denied to Jews, "

Turning to the suppression of rehglon aﬁectmg Soviet J'ewry, Lord Russell declared:
"Although the anti~religious campaign in the USSR is directed against all religions, it is
prosecuted with exceptional severity against Judaism, Propaganda against the Jewish re-
ligion often assumes a character of racial anti-Semitism as in the writing of Kitchko, Mar
yatsky and Osperov, The closure of synagogues has been conducted ruthlessly,

"At the time of the October Revolution, there were some 3,000 synagogues in the
Soviet Union. By 1955, according to a Soviet report to the United Nations, only 450 re-
mained. Since then, a further 354 have been closed and many cities with large Jewish
populations have no places of worship available at all, Religious life is additionally hin-
dered by the denial to Judaism of essential facilities available to other recognized Soviet
religions, to the extent that makes it impossible to practice Judaism with the freedom
guaranteed by the Soviet Constitution.

Says Soviet Government Prevents Reunification of Jewish Families

"It is particularly tragic that the Soviet authorities have still taken no steps to end
the separation of members of Jewish families disunited in appalling circumstances during
the Nazi war: As a result of repatriation agreements between the USSR and other Com-
munist countries in Eastern Europe, most of these problems have been solved in regard
to Poles, Rumanians and Germans who were allowed to resettle in their own countries,
many Germans being permitted to join relatives in Western Germany,

""The one community which suffered most at the hands of the Nazis -~ the Jews. -~
have many thousands of individuals in the USSR who have been waiting for more than 20
years to Join their close relatives in Israel and other countries, Elsewhere in Eastern
Europe, Jews in similar positions have been allowed family reunifications,  The Soviet
Union, however, has granted exit permits only' to a small number of mainly elderly per-
sons. Soviet Jews have no opportunity to voice their feelings publicly and are
on public opinion abroad. Iam happy that students of British universities are‘engaged in
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this special effort to make the facts more widely known, Dis_crimin.ation‘ against Jews in
the USSR, like the persecution of dissident intellectuals, seriously imgpair the develop-
ment of the Soviet Union as a true Socialist society and binder the efforts of all those work-
ing for international coexistence,'

Pravda, the official organ of the Soviet Communist Party, reported this week the el-
ection of G, E. Podgayev, 2 non-Jew, as first secretary of the regional committea of
the Jewish Autonomous Region of Birobidjan, according to dispatches reaching New York,

Conference Asks Adequate Compensation to Victims of Nazism

The conference adopted a number of resolutions, including one asking for adequate
compensation of victims of Nazism,. It lauded the decision‘of the British Government to
accede to the United Nations Convention Against Genocide and welcomed the enactmant of
the British race relations bill as 'an important steg in the field of civil rights legislation. "

The conference also applauded the recent United Nations action on an International
Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Intolerance and approved of the re-
cent action by the Council of Europe which decided to deal with the subject of incitement to
racial and religious hatred and violence.

In other sections, the conference urged the strengthenirg of Jewish education, in
both Hebrew and Yiddish, and warmly approved the efforts by the British section of the
World Jewish Congress to foster Yiddish culture,

The conference, which is the 14th biennial assembly of the British section of the
VW JC, was presided over by Jacob Halevy, chairman of the British section, Frincipal
speakers, in addition to Mr, Halevy, included Dr. Judah Shapiro, of New York, secretary
of the National Foundation of Jewish Culture in the United States; Dr, S.S. Levenberg, who
spoke on the Middle East and Russian Jewry; and Ambassador Aharor Remez, Israel’s en-
voy to Britain,

NEW LAW DRAFTED IN AUSTRIA TO CHECX ANTI-SEMITISM, NEO-NAZISM

VIENNA, Feb. 27. (JTA) -- Austrian Justice Minister Christian Broda reported this
weekend that the draft of a new Austrian penal law contains regulations against instigation
to violence, He said effective measures against anti-Austrian, anti-Semitic and neo-Nazi
activities were absolutely necessary,

Mr. Broda's announcement came as more and more evidence has accumulated here
in the last week that anti-Semitic propaganda has become a stagple in the effort of Franz
Olah, former Socialist Minister of the Interior, to be elected on his own Democratic Pro-
gressive ticket in the general elections to be held in Austria March 6.

Olah camgaign material, ‘circulated largely in southern Austria,. is aimed primarily
2gainst Foreign Minister Bruno Kreisky; Mr. Broda himself and Vice-Chancellor Pitter-
mann. Anti-Socialist pamphlets refer to the three as 'the Jews; " although the only one
among them known to be 2 Jew is Mr. Kreisky, The pamgphlets accuse Mr, Pittermann
and Mr. Kreisky of having accumulated funds in preparation for emigration abroad, where
they allegedly have links with "international Jewry.," Mr, Kr eisky had taken refuge from
Eitler persecution in Sweden during World War II

3 Mz, Olah elicited wide approval from evident anti-Semites during a camgaign rally
in the large kall of the Vienna Konzerthaus, last week, when he attacked the Socialist and
Government leaders as Jews,

ISRAEL CABINET RECEIVES REPORT ON ECONOMIC TALKS WIT HGERMANY

JERUSALEM, Feb, 27. (JTA) -- Foreign Minister Abba Eban reported at today’s
weekly meeting of Israel’s Cabinet about the economic aid talks between Israel and Ger-
many, now being held in Bonn: He informed the Government that even preliminary results
of those discussions cannot be expected before next weekend: The first thase of the talks

opened in Bonn last week and lasting two days, are to be resumed Wednesday, No details
of his report were issued;

. The Cabinet today named an ic advisory co e to consider measures for
increasing Israeli exports, stepping up productivity and improving production efficiency.
The committee includes five members of the Cabinet, four mayors, Prof, Dov Patunkin,
of the Hebrew University, and representatives of Histadrut, emgloyers and agricultural
interests in the country, .

U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE AGCEPTS INVITATION TO VISIT EGYPT FOR TALKS
.. ., WASHINGTON, Feb, 27. (JTA) -- Secretar
vitation to visit Egygt for talks with President Na.

y-of State Dean Rusk has accepted an in-
sser, it was disclosed yesterday,

An invitation was also extonded to President Johnson but the White House declined
comment on whether the President would accept, Mr. Rusk, however, made known yester-
fay his acceptance to the Egyptian Embassy. The Embassy will work out details on timing:
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'J,D.C., TO AID 400, 000 JET7S IN 1965; $7,000, 000 WILL BE SPENT IN ISRAEL

TEL AVIV, Feb. 27 (JTA) -- The Joint Distribution Committee will assist more
than 400, 000 needy Jews throughout the world in 1965, ‘Charles H. Jordan, JDC director
general, reported here today., He said that the beneficiaries would include 97,000 Israeii

Mr, Jordan made his repozt at the end of a 10-day visit during which he conferred
with President Shazar, Premier Eshkol, Ministers and Government officials and commun-
ity leaders: He declared that the JDC budget for 1965 would amount to $22, 000, 000 to be
used for various aid programs in 30 countries. He said $7, 000,000 would be spent in ls~
rael, mainly for the Malben program for aged, handicapped and sick immigrants, The
rest, he reported, would be used for yeshivot and ORT training schools,

In 1955, he stated, the JDC aided more than 413, 000 Jews throughout the world, in.
cluding Israelis, European Jews and North African and Middle Eastern Jews, - He said
the loss of $7,500, 000 in West German reparations, due to the completion of that program,
cast a shadow on all JDC operations; The JDC had to curtail operations for that reason in
almost all countries, he reported, adding that greater fund-raising efforts would be needed
to find new sources of income,

ANNUAL MEETING OF UNITED I-HAS SERVICE HEARS PLEA FOR EXPANDED AID

NEV/ YORK, Feb. 27, (JTA) -- The need for the migration services provided by
United Hias Service has accelerated in the last year, Murray I, Gurfein, president of
United Hias Service, declared here today, He made that staiement at the United Hias*
82nd annual meeting, attended by 1,200 delegates from all over the country, Highlights
of the meeting were messages from President Johnson and other leading figures, and the
presentation of awards to Sen. Edward M, Kennedy, Massachusetts Democrat, and to the
Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds.

In speaking of the expanded need for aid to United Hias Service, Mr, Gurfein noted
that the migration agency helped the resettlement,in the last:year, of 12,050 Jewish mi~
grants in the United States, Canada, Brazil, Australia and other free countries, "In ad-
dition to those who were helped to migrate, ! said the United Hias president, ''more than
50, 000 other Jewish men, women and children benefited last year from the agency's netr
work of services." These, he said, included world-wide location of missing relatives,
assistance to migrants in connection with their legal status, and resettlement assistance
in the United States as well as in Latin America.

James P. Rice, United Hias executive director, regorted that 2,100 Jewish mi-
grants and refugees, including 260 Cubans, were helped to establish new homes last year
in 60 communities in 25 states, Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia,

In his message, President Johnson noted that "82 years of conspicuous public ac-
comglishment have earned:for the United Hias Service its enviable reputation, " Other
notables who:sent messages to the meeting included Gov: Rockefeller of New York State;
Senators Robert F, Kennedy and Jacob K, Javits;.and New.York City Mayor Lindsay,

The Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds was presented the award for
aid given by the Jewish communities in the United States in "securing the dream of free~
dom and security of more than 365,000 Jewish men, women and children who were re-
settled in the United States since 1933," Lewis H. Weinstein, of Boston, president of
the CJFWF, accepted that award on behalf of his organization, The award to Sen, Ken~
nedy of Massachusetts was given in recognition of his '"devoted efforts in behalf of the
liberal immigration law, "

JEVISH CONGRESS URGES SUSPENSION OF U.S. BOMBING OF NORTH VIET NAM

NEW YORK, Feb, 27. (JTA) -~ Ina public statement on the Viet Nam war, the
American Jewish Congress called yesterday on President Johnson to suspend the Ameri-
can bombing of North Viet Nam and to make an offer of negotiations that would include
the Viet Cong at the bargaining table; The call was issued by the organization®s national
executive committee,

"Vrithout disregarding the responsibilities our presence in Scuth East Asia has
created; without denying the validity of American concern for freedom in all parts of the
world, we nonetheless believe that the overriding moral imperative of this moment is the
need to return peace and freedom to the torn and agonized land of Viet Nam, For only
when there is peace can freedom thrive, ' the statement said,

The statement urged President Johnson: 1) "To offer an immediate cease fire to be
observed as long as the cessation of hostilities continues on both sides; 2) "To offer to
negotiate without prior conditions all points now outstanding between the adversaries in
Viet Nam, these negotiations to be carried on with all states, goveraments and groups
that are engaged in or have a direct interest in the hostilities in Viet Nam; and 3) "To
support the proposal of Secretary General U Thant acknowledging the right of the people
of Viet Nam in free elections to choose their own government from among any and all ele-
ments within their country without interference in any way with their choice of governmert
or its cempositioni
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GEORGETOV/N UNIVERSITY STUDENTS APOLOGIZE FOR USE OF NAZI GARB

NEW YORK, Feb, 27, (JTA) -~ Student leaders of Georgetown University of Wash-
ington apologized formally this weekend to New York University over the appearance of
a Georgetown student dressed as a Nazi soldier during a recent basketball game here,

The apology was disclosed in 2 joint statement by student leaders of the two univer-
sities in which the Georgetown students called the incident one "innocent in origin but
which had possibly offensive implications, ! In accepting the apology New York University
students declered they realized that 'there was no malice aforethought, or anti-Semitism
intended. "

The Georgetown students added that to guard against "'unwonted defamation of any
ethnic group" and to '"project an understanding of the attitudes of the students at George-
town, " they would "discourage'' regpetition "of an incident similaxr'' to the one that brought
sharp comglaints from NYU students to heads of the two universities. The statement
emerged from a meeting last week between representatives of the two schools,

U. 5. RABBINICAL STUDY GROUP LEAVES FOR ISRAEL TO CONFER ON EDUCATION

NEW YORXK, Feb. 27. (JTA) -~ A group of eight educators from the Conservative
and Reform rabbinate departed last right for Israel where they will hold conferences with
educators of the labor movement in an attempt to formulate guidelines for Jewish educa-
tion in Israel and the United States.

The group was led by the chairman and the executive vice-chairman of the American
Histadrut Cultural Exchange Institute which is sponsoring the venture, Rabbi Mordecai
Waxman and Dr, Judd L. Teller, The delegation will be the guests of the Teachers Semi-
nary of the Kibbutz Movement and the Department of Higher Education of the Histadrut,

Rabbi Waxman and Dr. Teller declared that educators in both countries 'have long
been aware of the dangers of alienation between the Jewish youth of the United States and
Israel and their loss of the sense of Jewish peoplehood. The very survival of the Jews as
2 distinctive-entity' depends on accelerating the sense of spiritual interdependence between
the younger generation of Israel and the largest Jewish community in the history of the
Jews, " they asserted,

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS FOR TOURISTS ANNOUNCED BY ISRAEL MINISTER

JERUSALEM, Feb., 27, (JTA) -- Special discounts for tourists shopping in Israel
with travelers’ checks were announced today by Tourism Minister Moshe Kol.

He said 15 percent discounts would be granted on a wide variety of products, includ-
ing clothing, footwear, jewelry, leather products, plastic goods, carpets, gifts and sou-
. venirs if they are purchased in any of the 430 Ministry-recommended shops, Discounts
of 20 percent are already in effect for knitwear and leather garments.

T170 AMERICAN GIRL TOURISTS FOUND ASPHYXIATED BY GAS FUMES IN ISRAEL

TEL AVIV, Feb. 27, (JTA) -- Two American girl tourists from New York were
asphyxiated by gas fumes this weekend in the apartment of an acquaintance in Beersheba.
The bodies of the girls -- Arlene Bazer of Flushing, N, Y., and Virginia Dalessio of
Whitestone ~- were found in the bathroom of a flat belonging to Gustav Shapiro, a Beer~
sheba resident, after Shapiro returned from an errand,

The girls, who bhad been staying at Kibbutz Mishmar Haemek, were staying at the
Shapiro flat overnight while enroute to Eilat, Israel’s southernmost town., Police, who
ruled out the possibility of foul play, said that a bird's nest was found in the exhaust Eipe
of a gas heater, indicating that the girls had apparently suffocated by carbon monoxide.

EXEIBITION ON LIFE OF FRANZ XAFKA ATTRACTS ATTENTION IN BERLIN

BERLIN, Feb, 27, (JTA) -~ An exhibition depicting the life and personal background
of Franz Xafka, the Czech-Jewish writer who died in Vienna in 1924, is currently being
shown at the Academy of Arts here, attracting large attention,

Arranged by Dr, Klaus Wagenbach, a Berlin publisher and literary authority, with
the aid of Kafka¥s heirs, the exhibit includes some 500 item s, many shown for the first
time. Among the items are the 6riginal hand-written manuscript of Kafka¥s novel, "The
Castle, ' photographs of sites in Prague significant in the life of the author and Fictures
of his family, .

. The documents showed that Xafka's family spoke German at home as was the custom
in the Jewish community of Prague. Kafka's three sisters were killed by the . Nazis in
Auschwitz during the Second V/orld War, ’ : . ’ :




