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U, N, AITICUNCES REDUCTION IN FORCES ON EGYPTIAN- IS’?AEL BOCDER

UNITED NATIONS, N.Y., Feb, 10. (JTA) -- The United Nations Emergency Force,
the police groug that guards the relative peace between Egypt and Israel, is being cut down
further by the reduction of its strength from the present 4,550 men and officers to 3, 959,
it was announced officially by the United Nations Secretariat today.

UNEXYs former strength had been 7, 000 men and officers. The reduction of the pre-
sent strength by 500 men, it was stated, is being carried out as the result of recommen-
dations made recently by a survey team that examined UNEF’s operations for Gecretary-
General U Thant. The report had been adopted by the last General Assembly, which also
approved a serious reduction in the UNEF budget. The 1955 budget had been set at
$18,519, 0C0, down by about $3,500, 000 from the 1955 expenditures.

The UNEF*s "whittling" process has led some delegations to fear that further reduc-
tions in money and personnel might lead ultimately to the liquidation of the Force. The
UNEF stands on guard on the Gaza Strip side of the border with Israel, along the Egyptian-
Israeli demarcation line in the Sinai Desert, and at Sharm el-Sheikh, an Egyptian promon-
tory overlooking the Gulf of Akaba and the Straits of Tiran.

Prior to Israelfs war against Egypt in 1955-57, those Sharm el Sheikh heights held
Egygtian artillery which prevented Israel from enjoying freedom of shipping to and from

the port of Eilat, Now the UNEF outpost guarantees Israelfs freedom of shipping in the area

ASHCCD PCRT CLOSED BECAUSE OF LABOR TROUBLE; SHIPS DIVERTED TS HAIFA

TELAVIV, Feb, 10, (JTA) -- The Israel Port Authonty shut down today Israel’s
new rort of Ashf.od and indicated the new facility would remain closed until labor peace is
achieved with the port's stevedores. The Authority announced that the decision was made
by Chairman Zeev Sharef and director Chaim Laskov,

Chipping headed for the port was diverted to Haifa, where 23 ships were anchored
last night, excluding ships which were at the docks and being unloaded. The Port Author-
ity decision is to suspend the stevedores until a labor agreement is negotiated and the
dockers resume normal work schedules, The Authority blamed the 300 workers for the
port shutdown., The stevedores have been staging incessant strikes and slowdowns.

TRLNIIT CRISIS LOOMS IN TEL AVIV; TRANSPORT MINISTER PLANC MEASUZES

TEL AVIV, Feb. 10. (JTA) -- A new threat to public transit in Tel Aviv developed
today when the Dan Bus Cooperative threatened a 24-hour suspension of service in its
fight for higher fares,

The threat was made at the headquarters here of the Histadrut, Israel's labor fed-
eration, and was followed immediately by another warning from Transport Minister Moshe
Carmel that the bus firm would lose its franchise if it carried out the threat. The meet-
ing was arranged by Aharon Becker, Histadrut secretary-general.

The Transport Minister said that he was planning alternative means of transport if
the bus firm suspended service next Tuesday, when new bus fares become effective. The
increase will be 14 percent. The bus company had asked for a 49 percent increase.

Marpai Agrees to Vote for V/age Increase for Workers

TEL AVIV, Feb. 10, (JTA) -- The Marai Party yielded today to demands of its
Alignment partner, the Achdut Avoda, and agreed to vote in the Histadrut, Israel’s labor
federation, and in the Cabinet in favor of a 5 to 10 percent basic wage increase for indus-
trial workers.

Those percentages topped the 2 to 3 percent hikes considered by Israeli economists
as Justified by productivity increases and as possibly more than Israels inflation-hit
economy could absorb without increasing inflationary pressures.

The faculty of the Weizmann Institute of Science expressed a willingness today to
go along with a proposal of the academic staffs of the Faifa Institute of Technology and
the Hebrew Univer sity to forego part of their retroactive wage increases. Fowever,
professors at Tel Aviv University decided not to relinquish any part of their retroactive pay.






