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RIFT BETWEEN BEN-GURION AND ESHKOL SHARPENS; BEN-GURION DEFIANT

TEL AVIV, Dec; 6: (JTA) -~ The rift between former Premier David Zen -Gurion and
Prime Minister Levi Eshkol appeared today to have widened, as Mr. Ben-Gurion told a
group of younger members of Mapai that he will pursue his aim of reopening an investi-
gation of the Lavon affair, -even if the Cabinet and Parliament oppose such 2 move,

Mr; Ben-Gurion said he wantsthe Lavon case reopened, not only rejarding the origi-
nal "'security mishap" of 1954--which caused the political downfall of former Defense
Pinhas Lavon--but concerning Mr. Lavon's clearance of the original char;es by a Minis-
terial Committee in 1960; That committee, he charged, culminated "in a travesty of
justice; ' Mr, Eshkol was a member of the ministerial grcup, which exonerated Mr, Lavon,

Asserting that he knows that the Cabinet will not agree to his demand to reopon the
Lavon case, 'and that the Knesset will follow, " Mr. Ben Gurion said: ''But above and
beyond tke Knesset, there is the nation and the cause of justice," He made it clear that
he intends to appeal to the Isradi public,

ir] Ben-Gurion's adamant stand cnthe issue has caused concern within the Mapai
Party, as it was felt that he has now shut the door against 2 possible compromise with
iiw; Bsikal; The Prime Minister discussed the entire issue this weekend with Mrs., Golda
Meir, Israeli's Foreign Minister, who is still hospitalized following her collapse due to
overwork ard exhaustion; It is understood that Mrs, Meir encouraged Mr, EshXol to con-
tinue taking a firm stand against Mr,Ben-Gurion,

EJHKCL INDICATES DISSATISFACTION WITH U, N, SECURITY COUNCIL DEBATE

TEL AVIV, Dec. 6. (JTA) -- Premier Levi Eshkol told an Israel Press luncheon today
that there was a '"basic disadvantage' to Israel in the United Nations peacekeeping machi-
nery in the Middle East in that the same yardstick was used for the attacker and the victim,

Commenting onthe Security Gouncil session Friday on complaints and caunter-com-
plaints by Israel and Syria growing out of the November 13 tank and air clasa at Israel's
northern border, the Premier said Israel could not permit attacks on its settlements or
azree that topographic advantages should give attackers immunity from "our active de-
fense; " Many Syrian gunpositions on the northern border are at a higher level than nearby
Israeli territory,

. He said that the difference between the initial attack on an Israel patrol on November 13
and later on peaceful settlements by the Syrians and 'that of our defense'' should have been
clear to various representatives at the United Nations, Under the cover of "false cqual-
ity, " ue told the luncheon, the United Nations hesitates to condemn the attacrker.

e noted that the Russians had supported the Arabs in the disputes even though it was
the Soviet Union which recently proposed that no international probdem snould be solved
by force.

Answering questions, the Premier said that Israel continued to maintain its deterrent
powex as the best way to prevent war. He said he would be meeting with 17est German
Shancellor Ludwig Erhard in the near future but declined todiscuss the topizs he will
bring up, commenting that these were "self~understood; "

He declined to discuss the current dispute within his Mapai Party on Pinaas Lavon and
spoke only briefly on the matter of alignment of Mapai with Achdut Avodah ii 2 limited
labox front., Onthe latter matte¥, he said only that it was a ''protracted issue'’ but that
eventually alignment would be achieved.

Rusk and Eban Confer in New York on Matters of Mutual terest
UNITED NATIONS, N.Y., Dec. 6. (JTA) -- Israel's Deputy Premier, Abba Eban,
conferred for an hour today with U; S, Secretary of State Dean Rusk, Tke conversation was

said to have concerned ''matters of mutual interest with particular reference to matters
on the agenda of the current United Nations General Assembly:"

The conference took place at Mr,; Eban's hotel suite in New York. Also present for
Israel were Ambassador Michael S, Comay, Israel's permanent representative to the
UlT, Avraham Harman, Israels Ambassador to the United States, and Minister Mordecai
Gazit of Israel's Mission to Washington,






