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ISRAEL EDUCATION FUND ANNOUNCED; TO RAISE $127, 000, 000 IN U, S,

NEW YORK, Sept; 24; (JTA) -- A vast, new American Jewish community undertaking,
to be known as the Israel Education Fund, which has set a goal of raising $127, 000, 000 over
a period of five years for the purpose of expanding Israel's educaticnal system, was an-
nounced here today, -

More than 300 of the top leaders of the American Jewish community, summoned by the
United Jewish Appeal--which has broadened its basic purpose of aid to immigrants in Israel
by launching the new drive--endorsed the plans and programs of the Israel Education Fund
at a two-day conference which opened today at the Biltmore Hotel, The UJA made it clear
that the new Fund will be ''separate and distinct from the regular annual UJA campaign,
and will follow a wholly different set of basic principles; "

The new Fund will conduct its half-decade campaign for the building and equipment in
Israel of 72 kigh schools, at a cost of $57, 000, 000; and the provision of thousands of schol-
arships for students and teacher-trainees at an additional cost of $52, 000,000, in addition
to other projects; The overall plan will include the establishment of youth centers, the
building and equipment of pre-kindergarten schools, and the development of other educa-
tional facilities needed in Israel such as libraries and science laboratories;

The program adopted at the conference was based on a report submitted by a special
study mission, composed of outstanding American educators, which had surveyed the edu-
cational field in Israel and had recommended the plans unanimously, Themission was
composed of Charles Ji Bensley, for n.any years a member of the New York Gity Board
of Education; Dr. Harold B,Gores, president of the Educational Facilities Laboratories
of the Ford Foundation; Dr;, William Jansen, former superintendent of schools of New York
City; and Dr; Harold Wilson, dean of the School of Education of the University of Califor-
niza at ‘Los Angeles,

Eban Addresses Conference in New York; Endorses Education Plan

The mission's report was presented to the conference by Dr; Gores, and endorsed
tonight enthusiastically by Abba Eban, Israel's Deputy Prime Minister and former Min-
ister of Education, He told the conference tkat improvements and enlargements of his
country's secondary education facilities were crucial to Israel’s intellectual and spiritual
future; He particularly stressed the need for acceleration of the progress of students of
Oriental origin, one of the leading aims of the newly announced program,;

"'Israel's immense burdens for defense, primary schooling and the support of higher
education has made it impossible to open the high schools and vocational secondary schools
to all, ' Mr; Eban stressed; "A very great proportion of those who do not pur sue their edu-

cation to the high school and university levels are the children of immigrants of Asian and
African countries,"

Calling the situation a great threat to Israel's social cohesion, Mr; Eban  noted that
recent progress by students of Asian-African background had been encouraging: "But the
g2p is not being closed quickly enough; This is not 2 marginal. issue; Israel’s central
interests lie in the balance; Nothing can more effectively promote Israel’s historic pur-

poses, ' he declared, '"than an intense reinforcement of her educational program by the
assistance of American Jewry:"

Contributions to the Fund Will Not Compete with Gifts to U. J. A

Joseph Meyerhoff, general chairman of the UJA, who presidéd at the conference, stressed
the continuing and increasing impoztance of the UJA's "core program in ™ .ael of transporta-
tion and absorption of immigrants; " He emphasized the fact that cor’ .outions to the Israel
Education Fund will be accepted only "over and above' annual car .ign gifts,

The conference will be cortinued tomorrow with principal - .dresses by Rabbi Herbert
4., Friedman, executive vice-chairman of the UJA; Francis .eppel, United (tates Com-
missiozer of Education; Edward M, M., Warburg, UJA nati nal chairman, and a member of
the I’ew York State Board of Regents; Dr. Hanoch Rinot, director-general of Israel's Min-
istry of Educaticn and Culture; and ~ Eliezer Shmueli, director of secondary education in
Israel, .

The results of 2 survey of ecucatioral grotlems in Israd conducted by Abraham S. Hyman,
of the Uited Jewish Appeal, in preparation fcr the t of the establishment of the







