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UNITED AMERICAN'JEWRY APPEALS TO U, S, A, AGAINST SOVIET ANTI-SEMITISM

WASHINGTON, April 5, (JTA) -- Powerful appeals to the people of the United States
and to the American Government to help American Jewry in the fight for securing.full and
equal rights for Jews in the Soviet Union were voiced here tonight at the opening session
of the American Jewish Conference on Soviet Jewry, convened by 24 major American
Jewish organizations and representing practically all the Jews in this country:

Mozre than 500 delegates are attending the two-day conference which opened this
evening at the Willard Hotel here with impressive addresses by Supreme Court Justice
Arthur J; Goldberg, U.S. Senator Abraham A. Ribicoff and Rabbi Uri Miller, president
of the Synagogue Council of America,
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Justice Goldberg emphasized that "discrimination against Soviet Jews has reached
""alarming proportions, ' Sen, Ribicoff revealed that tie Senate will hold hearings on the
resolution introduced last Sep t s, d ing Soviet discrimization
against Jews. Rabbi Miller declared that American Jewry "will not rest until justice is
af:hieved for the Jews in Russia." Label A, Katz, national président of B'nai B'rith, pre-
sided over the session,

Goldberg Sees USSR Anti-Jewish Discriminations Reaching *Alarming Proportions®

Justice Goldberg stressed that "the denial of human rights by the Soviet Unionto Jews is
properly 2 matter of deep concern to all Americans of every religious persuasion.! He em-
phasized that the conference "cannot be unmindful of the plight of the great body of people in
the Soviet Union whose human right to freedom of religious exercise is substantially cur-
tailed;

""The discrimination against Jews by the Government of the Soviet Union is an aspect of
overall discrimination against all religious groups; " Justice Goldberg said. "Iti, however,
something more than a manifestation of religious repression by an atheist state; The evi- i
dence is overwhelming that the religious-and cultutal freedom of Soviet Jewry is more
severely limited than any other religious group’ and that discrimination against Soviet Jews
has reached alarming proportions, The tragic experience of mankind with the cancer of
anti-Semitism, so fresh in the minds of all, makes'it imperative that those who believe in
the dignity of man and in human rights speak out in vigorous protest, !

Pointing cut that the conference here is "a mutually unprecedented te stimonial to the
unity of Jewish opinion'' on the treatment of Jews in Soviet Russia, Justice Goldberg ex-
pressed confidence that the Jews in'the United States "will continue to protest against the
virus of anti-Semitism in the Soviet Union until no vestige of it remains, "'

Justice Goldberg then enumerated specific discriminations practiced against Jews in
the Soviet Union, as compared with the rights enJoyed by other nationalities in the USSR,
“Jews, ! he said, "are vilified in the Soviet press and other mass media which retlect
hostility to the Jewish people 'as such. This has reached such proportions that Western
Communist parties, which generally follow slavishly the Kremlin line, have been moved to
protest the publication of a blatantly arti-Semitic book, published late last year in Kiev,
copies of which have Just come to light in this country and in the rest of the Western world,

Hits *Judaism® Book; Notes Many Death S s Against Jews
""This book, " *Judaism Without Enbellishment, " he said, "is not a privately printed
tract; it was oifficially issued by the Ukrainian Academy of Sci and had a substantial

press run in the Ukrainian language, Ihave seen this book, and its cartoons are skarply
reminiscent.of Julius Streicher's Der Stuermer, that notorious Nazi publication, "

The Supreme Court of Justice said he noted in today's newspapers that the hierarchy of
the Soviet Ideological Committee of the Communist Party has issued what appears to be a
partial repudiation of:"Judaism Without Embellishment." "This is welcome, if .somewhat
belated," he said; "but in itself demonstrates the value of forthright, worldwide protest
against manifestations of anti-Semitism, " (See separate. story; .Page 3:) ; |

Justice Goldberg pointed out:that Jewish emigration from the USSR; even for the limited
purpose: of reuniting families torn asunder by war and Nazi persecution; is permitted only "on
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the most insignificant Scale," He also asserted that there is increa.six{g evidence of: dis-
crimination against Soviet Jews in employment and in areas of public life, .

Stressing that '"an undue proportion of Jews is being prosecuted and executed for eco-
nomic crimes, "' Justice Goldberg said: "No law-abiding citizen of any nation, and parti-
cularly no judge, can urge that any person or group is imml*ne from the eql{al 2application
of any nation's law, But when 60 per cent of those executed in the Sov:et_Umpn for economic
crimes are Jews--who comprise only a little more than one per cent of its population--then
the belief is naturally fcstered that Jews are receiving unequal treatment under Soviet law. '

Justice Goldberg alo touched on the play ""The Deputy, " He said, "Iam one who, .
having read the full text of Rolf Hochhuth's controversial ;_>lay,_ The Deputy! ¥ and who having
lived through those terrible days, believe that the dramatist did not do justice to that great
and good Pontiif, Pope Pius XII, Jews are and should be grateful for what the Pope and the
Catholic Church did to rescue innocent Jewish victims of Nazi insanity and barbarism, But
whatever one's views about the play's characterization of the Pope, all men of good will
must agree with the ancient Biblical teaching echoed in the play, that we are ir.xdeed our
brother's keeper, and that it is the duty of 41 men at all times and under 2ll circumstances
to speak out against the denial of human rights whenever ard wherever such denial occurs.
In matters of conscience, there can be no missing voices, "

Ribicoff Calls on World Conscience, U.S, Senate to Speak Out Forcefully

Senator Ribicoff, in a lengthy address, reviewed the situation of the Jews in the Soviet
Union and the discrimination. practiced against them in vericus fields. He called upon the
"'world conscience to put the fight for equal Jewish rights in Russia as 2 "major item" on
its agenda, . He. called especially on 21l Americans to raise their voices in protest, saying
that: "Within our government, the Senate of the United States has historically been one of
the most effective forums for expressing officially the aroused conscience of our country. "

He therefore called upon the Senate to 'meet its sclemn responsibility again by con-
demning religious persecution behind the Iron' Curtain, " He told the audience that, last
September, he introduced a Senate resolution for this purpose, which was supported by
63 other Senators from all parts of the country, representing. different points of view in both
political parties, "who shared in the belief that it is time for the Senate to take an official
stand on the Scvict Government's systematic policy of Jewish persecution;

""The chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Sen, J. William Fulbright,
has assured me that hearings will be held on my resolution, " said Sen, Ribicoff; "I'am
hopeful they will take place at an early date, and be followed by prompt passage of the reso-
lution; The Soviet Government will feel the force of public opinion arocused in this nation ard
throughout the world, ' he stated. "Since .Suviet Jews are utterly helpless, defenselessard
without veice, we must do for them what they cannot do for themselves, " he declared.

Miller Tells of Synagogues Closed; Katz Stresses Jewish Unity on Issue

Rabbi Miller reported among other things tlat 396 synagogues have been closed in Russia
during the last seven years, and that less than 100 have:remained now, according to official
publications in the Soviet Union. He also drew attention to the fact that Jewish cemeteries
have beenard are being closed in Moscow, Kiev and Minsk, " He stressed the fact that some
200 Jews have been sentenced to death for alleged "ecoromic crimes, " and that no Jewish
book has been published in the Soviet Union in the last two years, nor have any cultural insti-
tutions, closed during the Stalin purge, been permitted to reopen.

"It is true, " he said, "that Soviet Russia has always been opposed to religion; It is true
that there have been certain laws applicable to all religions the have hampered and impeded
religious development ami progress. "It is true that the Jewish religion bas suffered'in some
degree as part of these limitations, But we have in Russia, insofar as our people are con-
cerned, 2 discrimination within a discrimination, ' The tragic story of today's situation of
Russian Jewry needs to be told again and again,

Calling to order tonight's opening session, B'nai B'rith president Label Katz stated:
""V/e have 2 singular purpose, It is without political overtones.  Itis removed trom Gold
War problems. '

Highlighting the history of Soviet treatment of the Jews in the USSR with the outstanding
current examples, Mr. Katz said: "We are here to speak for 2 community of Jews in the
Soviet Union that is trapped in silence., It cannot speak for itself," He referred to the con-
ference as 'an assembly of historic dimensions;an assembly predicated on Jewish unity--
unity of mindand purpose, ! and one which has "gathered to bear witness and to protest,!

Earlier reports from Washington that the organizers of the'conference sent a cable to
Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev, asking him for comment on the issues which the confer-
ence is discussing, were denied here today. No such cable was sent.

The 24 co-sponsoring organizations of the conference are: American Jewish Committee,
American Jewish Cong8ress, American’israel Public Affairs Committee, American Trade!
Union Council for Histadrut, American Z*>nist Counci}, B'nai B'rith, Central Conference of
American Rebbis, Conference of Presidents of Ma)or American Jewish Orgarﬁ.za.tiqns,
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Hadassah, Jewish Agency for Israel-American Section, Jewish Labor Committee, Jewish
War Veterans of the United States of America, Labcr Zionist Movement.

Also, Mizrachi-Hapoel Hamizrachi, National Community Relations Advisory Council,
National Council of Jewish Women, National Council of Yourg Israel, Rabbinical Assembly,
Rabbinical Council of America, Synagogue Council of America, Union of American Hebrew
Congregations, Union of O Jewish Congregations of America, United Synagogue of
America, and the Zionist Organization of America,

YJUDAISM WITHOUT EMBELLISHMENT® CRITICIZED BY SOVIET COMMUNIST PARTY

LCNDON, April 5; (JTA)-- The Ideological Commission of the Soviet Communist Party
this weekend criticized the publication by the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences of the anti-
Semitic book, ''Judaism Without Embellishment, " it was reported here today from Moscow.
The book, which contains anti-Jewish caricatures reminiscent of Nazipropaganda, has al-
ready been attacked by Communist parties in various Western countries,

The statement, which was adopted at a special meeting of the Ideological Commission
and was published in Pravda, organ of the USSR Communist Party, said that the book con-
tained statements and illustrations that "may insult the feelings of believers and be inter-
preted in a spirit of anti-Semitism, "

The party announcement added that the book ''contradicted the party’s Leninist policy
on religious and nationality questions, . and merely feeds anti-Soviet insinuations of our
ideological foes who are trying at all costs to create a so-called Jewish question," The
statement reiterated, however, the .official assertions that the Jews in the Soviet Union
"'are all respected in the same situation as otter peoples, "

Pravda indicated that, after the furor caused by the book abroad, the I¢eolégical Com-
mission was specially convened to review the entire question of anti-religious literature,

The Sunday Observer today hailed the action of the Soviet authorities in moving with
'unexampled speed” in reacting to the publication of the anti-Semitic book; In an editorial
commenting on the statement concerning the book by the Ideological Commission of the Soviet
Communist Party, the Observer expressed the hope that the action would "serve as a pre-
cedent" for the future, The Observer’s expert on Soviet affairs, Edward Crankshaw, said
that the Communist Commission's action "is an indication of how sensitive the Soviet Gov-
ernment is to charges of anti-Semitism, "

(Further condemnations of "Judaism Without Embellishment" were printed this weekend
in the European press, In Paris, "France Observateur,' a left-wing newspaper, asserted
that no one can deny now that anti-Semitism exists inthe USSR, The Jewish Resistance
Organization in France sent a protest against publication and dissemination of the boak, to
the Soviet War V Organizati Two periodicals in Belgium, including one domi-
nated by leftists, also voiced their protests,)

Khrushchevs Son-in-Law Denies Charges of Soviet Anti-Semitism

NICE, France, April 5, (JT4) -- Alexei Adjubei, editor of Izvestia and son-in-law of
Soviet Premier Khrushchev, denied here yesterday charges of anti-Semitism in the Soviet
Union; He was in France as a guest of the France-USSR Association, He sought to refute
such charges by pointing out, "for example, " that, durirg his visit to France, he had turned
over editorial direction of one of the !eading newspapers in the Soviet Union to a Jew.

FELDMAN, ESHKOL TO FINALIZE PLANS TCDAY ON PREMIER’S VISIT TC U, S.A.

JERUSALEM, Arril 5, (JTA) -- Myer Feldman, Deputy Special Counsel to Fresident
Lyndon B, Johnson, this weekend paid a courtesy call on Prime Minister Levi Eshkol,
Mr, Feld¢man, who is here on a week's visit as a guest of the Weizmann Iastitute of Science,
will meet with the Prime Minister tomorrow to finalize the details of Mr, Eshkolfs visit
to the United States:in June, at tke invitation of President Johnson,

Premier Eshkol's visit to-the United States, which is scheduled to last 10 days will
inclule two days - of talks with President Johnson and other U, S, officials as well as visits
to.Cape Kennedy and other points of interest, Besides New York, Mr, Eshkol will also visit
the West Coast where he will meet with Jewish communal leaders,

During tHs weekend, Mr, Feldman visited former Prime Ministar David Ben-Gurion
at his home in Sde Boker in the Negev and toured Eilat, Israel's southernmost port.

White House Announces Feldman's Promotion on President Johnson's Staff

V/ASHINGTON, April 5. (JTA) -- Deputy Presidential Assistant Myer Feldman has been
appointed President Johnson's chief legal counsel, it was announced at the White House to-
day. He will also continue to serve in the capacity of Deputy Special Coursel,

Mr; Feldman was appointed Deputy Special Counsel by the late President John T,
Kennedy, When President Johnson took office, Mr, Feldman was asked to continge in his
White House post and he has done ‘so,
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TWZ GZRMAN SAILORS CONVICTED IN ISRAEL OF DESECRATING PASECVER SERVICE

TEL AVIV, April 5, (JTA) - Two German sailors, who broke. into a home in Haifa on
Passover Eve with shouts of '"Heil Hitler, " were allowed to return to their ship yesterday
after being arrested, and sentenced to fines of $500 each and a week in Jail,

Dieter Kielbase of Lubeck, and Manfred Foyerdirks of Harneln, had their fines paid by
the agent of the ship, the Annemarie Heiger, which sailed later yesterday. The milors
had been in Jail since the incident last Friday, They were convicted of entering the home
and demanding a drink, When they were refused, they shouted anti-Jewish insults until they
were arrested. They told the court they thought the house was a bar.

GLCBXE SUPPORTS THESIS THAT SS MEN HAD TO KILL JEWS OR FACE DEATH

BRUMNSWICK, April 5, (JTA) -- Expert witnesses in the trial of five former SS cavalry
officers in the wartime murder cf 5,200 Jews in Pinsk testified yesterday on the issue of
what happened to SS men if they refused to obey commands for torture and murder,

Dr; Manired Boeder, a former German military Judge, said that commands had to be
obeyec without consideration as to their criminal nature, He said it would have been im-
possible for a man with the rank of squadron commander in a cavalry regiment to reject
an order handed down from Hitler to carry out executions. He said that it would have
been up to the generals to protect their subordinates from being given criminal commands,

Dr, Hans Globke, who quit under fire as a key advisor to Chancellor Konrad Adenauer,
also wasa witness, He said he first learned of the shootings in the East at the beginning
of the iavasion of Russia, He said that in discussions with other officials in Berlin at the
time, the unanimous opinion had been expressed that the man who did not carry out an
order to shoot must reckon with being shot himself. .‘Globke, who was then an official in
the Interior Ministry, added that he wasnot aware of any cases where this had happened,
He alsotestified that he knew of a Ministry official who, on learning about the mass shoot-
ings, . got a transfer from the Jewish department to another department.,

Dr, Hans Buchheim, of the Munich Institute of Contemporary History, said that
SS' men had plenty of opportunities to dodge carrying out orders to shoot civilians, but
that most of them lacked the courage to refuse to obey such orders,

FCOREIGI MINISTER TELLS WEST GERMANS THEY MUST FACE EVIL OF NAZI PAST

MUNICH, April 5. (JTA) -- West German Foreign Minister Gerhard Schroeder told
his countrymen yesterday that they could not shut their eyes to Germany's past. Speaking
at a Christian Democratic Union Party meeting here, he said: '"West Germans must be the
first to face the evil which--whether we like it or not--is linked with the name of our nation."

But at another meeting here, during a political rally, Franz Josef Strauss, former
West German Defense Minister, attacked the thesis of the ''sole guilt" of the German people
for the war crimes of the Nazis, He declared that West Germans must conquer the past
and come to terms with their neighbors, He said this included bringing war criminals to
Justice but "war crimes and crimes against humanity were not committed only by the losers.
The belief in justice is 'shaken, ' he :asserted, . "if it is made to appear as though only one
side committed crimes. "

1,000 ATTEND LONDON MEETING COMMEMORATING - WARSAW UPRISING ANNIVERSARY

LONDCN, ‘April 5. (JTA) -- More than 1, 000 persons attended a meeting here today
commemorating the 2lst anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising and paying tribute to
memory of the 6, 000, 000 Jewish victims of the Nazi holocaust, The meeting was arranged
by the Polish-Jewish Ex-Servicemen's Association in cooperation with the Bcard of Deputies
of British Jews, ‘the British Section of the World Jewish Congress, the Association of Jew-
ishish Ex-Servicemen and Women, and a special memorial committee,

Lady Gaitskell, widow of the late Labor Party leader, Hugh Gaitskell, declared in an
address at the meeting that !'by remembering the epic of the Warsaw Ghetto we reaew our
own inspiration to fight for human dignity, = If we are to pay our debt to the memory of
the Jews who fought and died in the Ghetto of Warsaw,' she added, "it can only be by
fighting injustice, discrimination and cruelty wherever they raise their ugly heads,"

Cther speakers included Prof, Alan Bullock, prominent British historian; Cir Barnett
Janner, member of parliament and president of the Board of Deputies; Michael Cliffe,
chairman of the' Memorial Committee; Col.' George Bean, past president of the Association
of Jewish Ex-Servicemen; and Jacob Halevy, chairman of the British Section of the World
Jewish Congress.

ROLF HCCHHUTH, 'DEPUTY' AUTHOR, GIVEN PERMISSION TOLIVE IN BASLE

BASLE, April 5. (JTA) -- Rolf Hochhuth, author o£ the play, "The Deputy, " which
charges Pope Pius XII with failure to p the N: ion of European Jewry,
was this weekend granted an extens:on of his Swiss resldence permit until the ead of this’
year; Police had earlier refused such an extension after organized demonstrations were
held here by Catholic groups when the play was first produced in Basle,.




