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'LAVON AFFAIR' FLARES UP AGAIN; EVOKED BY DAY/_\E\L_STATEM};'N’XJN KNES

JERUSALEM, Feb. 19, (JTA) -- The "Lavon Affair, " scemingly closed in 1960 when
Pinhas Lavon, one-time Israel Defense Minister, was ousted fron the top
Israeli political life in a dispute about his alleged resyponsibility for a "sccurity mishap"
in 1954, flared up higher than ever today, Its revival was duc to a statement on the
subject made last night in the Knesset, Israel's Partiament, by Minister of Tgricult
Moshe Dayan, who was Isracl's Chicf o Staff, with the rank of general, when the
hap" presumably took place.

Three opposition partics--the Liberals, Herut and the Communists --have filed
motions of non-confidence in the Government, as a result of the Dayan statement,
A third non-coalition parly, Mapam, addressed an inquiry to Prime Minister Levi
Eshkol. Two members of the coalition Goverament--/. ~hdut Avodah and the Nationat
Religious Party--pave notice they would bring thc matter up at the next Gibinet sossi
Sunday.

Onc of Isracl's teading newspapers, 'Maariv,’ had reported that Mr, Payan had
made statements about the Lavon affair differing totally from thefacts as known until
now. Members of the opposition questioned hirn fast night in the Knessct about these
press rcports, and also challenged him as to why he had withheld vital facts in his
possession,

Mr. Dayan answered at length, kut the Speaker of the House ordercd his reply cx-
punged from the record "for security reasons,” Today, however, "Maariv' reported the
Dayan version of the events surrounding the "security mishap"--an occurrence which
was never publicly related in detail,

Dayan Reported Placing Guilt for 'Mishap' on 'Third Factor!'
Y £ R.

According to the newspaper report, Mr, Dayan had stated that the “mishap” which
resulted in Mr. Lavon's ousting as Defense Minister had Actuatty taken place long
fore the dates mentioned earlicr, and that the orders teading to the "mishap" had n
been issued 2ither by Lavon or by a senior officer, but by "a third factor” who w.
not identified by Mr. Dayan. According to “Maari, " Mr. Dayan claimed that he was
''no longer inthec army" when that action had been initiated,

Asked why he had not reported what he knew to the Goverament or to the Knes
Foreign / ffairs and Security Committee, Mr, Dayan was said to have reptied that,
though what hc knew was, at the time, "ouly an assamption, ' hehad made his data
known to the then Minister of Justice, Pinhas Rosen, Mr, Myan said “dates had been
confused, and when Isaid neither Lavon nor a senior officer gave the order for the
actions, | meant thesc orders were issued before the dates attributed to Lavon or Lo
the senior officer, "

Mr. Dayan was reported as saying he had tried to brin- his information to variou:
committees discussing the entire Issue but was not heard and has never Leen invited 1o
give his testimony to thosc bodies 'to this day, " Accordingto “Maxriv,” he had re-
vealed his views for the first time at a meeting of the top teaders of the Mapak Party
feaders last Friday, stating that he considered Lavon not responstble for the mishap,

While the non-confidence motions are pending, and “stated for debate in the Hnes
Set next Monday, forme Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion requésted today that he o
be furhished details of the fresh partiamentary debate on the Lavon 1 . Prics t
‘next Monday's Knesset dehate, retariat of the Mapai Party {s ad to digousia
thr issue at a meeting achedulad- day,

HIGH ISRAELI 'éFFICIi\L SENTENCED TO PRISON TERM FCR ACCEPLING BRIDF

. TEL AVIV, Fob. 19, (JTA) - Yehuda Spiegel, former. Deputy. Direetor of the Min-
Jdstry of-Health, was sentenced today in district court to oneyear jn prison’ for bribery *

in a constrdction, fcandal;

SPKLgela one-time Hungariap, Jewliah teader. r
“party, was’accused with ‘fhree.other men of dema dini
Inection With the awatd of. a contract Horithe efectionlofial
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hospital near Tel Aviv, A second defendant, A, Yaroni, a contractor, who was also
found guilty (ast Monday, received a similar sentence, He was head of the Ministry
committee that awarded the contract. The two others were acquitted,

Spiegel was released aflter sentencing on bail of 20,000 pounds ($6,600) for 29
days pending an appeal of the sentence, The Health Ministry had been in charge of
planning and building the hospital,

LLGERIAN JEWS SEEK ARRANGEMENT FOR GETTING MATZOTH FROMF}&}LNCE

PARIS, Feb, 19. (JTA) -- A delegation of Algerian Jews, the first to come to
France since Algeria won its independence, arrived in Paris today to arrange for
the shipment of matzoth and other rityal supplies for the forthcoming Passover
celebration,

The five-man delegation, Tepresenting the 5,000 Jews stifl living in the former
French territory--a  small fraction of the pre-independence community of 130, 000--
came to attend a meeting of the Jewish Central Consistory, They also met with
representatives of other Jewish organizations to whom they reported on conditions in
Algeria,

They said that the Algerian Jews suffer seriousty from economic hardship, but that
they are not the target of any anti-Semitic or anti-Jewish discrimination by Algerian
authorities,  Individually, many of the Algerian Jews face serious econotnic problems,
someactually living in desperate straits, They are free, however, to organize them-
selves communally, to conduct religious services and to provide Jewish schools for
their children,

They are concentrated mainly in Algiers and Oran, but there is also a substantiaf
number in Colomb-Bechar, a Sahara desert city,

TRIAL OF GESTAPO OFFICER FOR KILLING 400 MINSK J<wS OPENS INKIEL

BONN, Feb, 19, (JTA) -- Hans Graaife, a wartime officer of Hitfer's SS, went on
trial at Kiel today, in another of the West German proceedings against former Nazi war
criming harged with killing 400 Jews in Minsk, capital of Byelorussia, during World
War I,

The first witness Against Graaife was Kari Strohhammer, who testified he had
witnessed a “ceremonial execytion' of Jews, staged for the benefst of Heinrich Him-
mler, chief of Hitler's Geslapo, The kiltings, he said, were done with carbines and
machineguns, He told the court he was umable to remember by this time whether
ife personally took part in the murders, but declared he "could Swear' that the
defendant had issued the order for the executions,

Meanwhite, one of five former Nazis being tried in Brunswick in the wartime
etaughter of 5,200 Jews in Pinsk, Poland, in 1941, sought at his trial today to pin the
blamse for the murders on a former S general who was shot as a traitor on Hit-
ler's orders,

Viatter Bornschever, a former S§ cavatryman, asserted tiat the order for the kill-
ings was conveyed by S5 Gen, Otto-Herman Fegelein, brother-in-law of Hitler's mis-
tress, Braun. Bornscheurer insisted tiat Fegelein gave Instructions that the
order, wed by Himmler, be carried ont in fugust 1941, despite pretests by some
officers,

ttholic Church Helped Him to Escape to Argentina
LILIBIRG, Feb. 19. (JTA) -~ Dr, Hans Hefetmann, charged with complicity in
of persons in Germany deemed by the N regime anfit to live, testified
s inhis trial that Cathotic church offic: infiusiria heiped him to escape
to Araenting,

Dr, Hefetmann is the only one of the original four defendants in the euthanasia
trial to appear. Dr. Werner Heyde, the chiof defendant, hanged himself in his jail

[ last weel, 24 hours after Dr, Friedrich Tiltman, a2nother defendant, jumped or
fetl to his death from a Cologne office building, A third defendant, Bernard Bohne,
jumped Lail and fled to Argentina last Septembor,

Hefetmann, 56, testified that he teft Germany for Austria in 1948, He said that,
in Vienna, the Papal Muncio adyised him to a0 to A rgentind and gave him his blessing.
Lat he said, he was hetped ty Caritas, a Roma Catholic Welfare Organization, to
a visa for pentina, ] maintained contacts with the German Jews in Buenos
Sires)” he asserted,

(InRome, a Vatican prelate who helped postwar European refugees, said (ast

g Hefetmann probably used a false name In getting aid from Caritas, The
Vaticadn had o officlal comment on the former Nazirs testimony.)

T ‘l-k-ﬁ:lnmqn also testificd that he did not'<vant to take part in the cuthanasia killings
but he was told "I would be treated tice a soidier whs refysed an order” if he declined
toparticipate, - -




REPUBLICANS SEEK CONGRESS I_O_NA_L___MOVE PERMITTING PRAYER IN SCHOCLS

WASHINGTON, Feb, 19, (JTA) A proposal for a constitutional change to permit
prayer and Bible reading in the public scheols of the zation had the support today of the
Xepublican Policy Committee of the House of Representatives,

Rep, John W, Brynes, Wisconsin Republican, said the pelicy committee had cn-
dorsed the proposal, which would negate the Supreme Court ruting tast June holdin
that such sectarian activities in schools violated the constitutional ban on establishment
of a religion,

Rep, Frank J, Hecker, New York Republican, said tint L4l Representatives had
signed his petition to pry the proposed amendment out of the Housc Judiciary Com-
mittee, headed by Rep, Eman uel Celler, New York Democrat, for a vote on ‘the floor,
A majority of the House membership, or 218 names, is required to make sych apeti-
tion effective,

Rep, Celler, cxpressing surprisce at tky GOP policy committee action, disclosed that
committee hearings were p'anned orn some |79 Froposals to amend the Constitution to
offset or modify the Supreme Court r fing. Rep, Celler said the hearings w
after staff members completed their study of the issues,

uld be hetd

(The Cornwall-Lebanon joint school beard, in Pennsylvania, yesterday droppad an
carlier policy of permissive Bible reading in its schools, and voted to make daily
Bible rea<ny mandatory inall classrooms, Under the prior policy, the decision on
such exer _,ues was left to the individual teacher,)

U.5. RABBIS DETERMINED TO CLASH WITH ISRAZLI RABBINATE O DIVO!

NEW YORK, Fcb, 19, (JTA) -- Rabbi Theodore Fri dman, president of the Con-
Servative Rabbinical Assenbly of America, said today his organi:ation v determi
to force the issue of the refusal of the Israeti rabbirate to recognize Jewish retinious
divorces granted by Amecrican Conscrvative rabbis,

The Conservative rabbinicai proup calted a press confercace (- vin why it
had engaged Gidcon Hausner, former Israeti Attorney Generat, to represent it in [
on the issue, Rabbi Friedman said that Mr, Hausner had been cnpaged “lo explor:
WRys' in which the problem could be handled under Israet taw,  He added that, in cn-
gaging Mr, Hausner, the Rabbinical Assembly had not committed tself to lepat action,
but that ''this is a possibility,

The event which brought about the action was the application last Scptember of
Jewish woman, who had been divor-ed by a Conservative rabbi in Boston, for a |
to marry. The rabbinical regl in Tel Aviv rejected the application on prounds tt
the divorce was invalid, The woman wrote to the Boston bbi, ed the ot
ter to the rabbinical group, Rabbi Fricdman then wrete to Chief Unte 1
of Tel Aviv on the refusal, Rabbi Untermmn replied that the divorce docoment had onty
one rabbinical signature, as aminst the three re quired in

Rabbi Friedman wrote again to Rabbi Unterr
vical signature was the Jewish legal procedure in all countries cept |
said, it was a custom and not Jewish law, He also pointed out tt the Boston ratl
had acted in accordance with Jewish Law under the Conservative Beth Din, He ade
that there had been no reply te his scecond letter,

mn, pointing out that :

Rabbi Wolfe Kelman, exccntive vice-president, said that therman in the case kad
received a Jewish divorce from an Orthodox rabbi n the United States and that his
document bore only onc signature but it had beenaccepted by the Isr:

STAFFS IN SIX NEW YORK JEWISH F_F?DE:'-I;\T_IO:‘*,‘

NEV/ YORK, Feb, 19. (JTA) -- Professional social wo ey
cmployees &t six Jewish socitl agencies in this city went out on
A dispute which, according to the anicn -one e ned, dnvolves dep
living wages, »

Leaders of the Community ard Social sency Fmployee
CIO, said that, tomorrow morning, t trife will be joined
maker Services and by “"cottage pnren whe supervise chifdren
At Pleasantville and Hawthorn, N, Y,

The agencies affected--all constituents of the Fedemtion of Jew
of New York-.are the Altro Health and Rehabititation Se
dians, Jewish Chitd Care Associatior of New Yark, Jaw

Long Istand, Jewish Farnity Service and the Louvise Wise Sery

of Gur
ices of

t between {200
ed by the organi
wl B9 warkers,
and negotlations

£ joint committee of the Zgencies stated tht the walk-out
and [, 400 workers, affecting 12, 090 famifies and <, 599 cf
tions,  l.saders of the arion suid the involves between 7
The contract betwzen the union and the agencies expired lisl mon
have been statemated,
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BALTIMORE WOMAN LEAVES $l, 800,000 FOR TWO JEWISH INSTITUTIONS

BALTIMORE, Feb, 19, (JTA) -- Two constituent agencies of the Associated-Jewish .,
Charities here--Sinai Heepital and the Levindale Hebrew Home and Infirmary--have been
bequeathed gifts that will total at least $L,800,000, according to an announcement today
by Harry Grecnstein, executive director of the AJC, . ’

The bequests, constituting the largest gifts ever received by each of the agencies,
were left in the will of the [ate Mrs, Nelson Gutman, who died last September,
Mr, Greenstein said that the execcutors of thL. will estimate that the hospital will re-
ceive at Least $1, 350,000, while the Home will get a minimum of $450,000 from
Mrs, Gutman's bequests, The gifts, he said, represent a 'continuing interest" in both
agencies on behalf of the donor and her late husband, Nelson Gutman,

Sinai Hospital is a $22,000, 000 medical center here, serving more than 100, 000
patients annually on a nonsectarian basis, It has 476 beds and 93 bassinets, The
Levindale Home, in which the Gutman family had long evinced interest through sizabie
contributions, is a 275-bed hospital for chronic diseases, where about 60 per cent of
the patients contribute nothing for maintenance except for receipts from social security
or welfare pensions,

PHIU\DELPHIAW!'_'EDERATIO'N GETS $100. 9000 GIFT FOR ITS BUILDING FUND

PHILADELPHIA, Feb, 19. (JTA) -- George Friedland, an associate chairman of
the Federation of Jewish Agencies Building Fund here, has made an undesignated con-
tribution of $100, 000 to the Fund, it was announced today by Kevy K, Kaiserman,
chairman of the special, $15,360,000 drive.

The Fund drive covers some 30 projects for new construction for Federation
agencies, and many. of the givers are carmarking their contributions to those agencies
that interest them most. However, Mr, Friedland said his gift is deliberately without
designation, in order to aid other projects which "may be just as important but not so
fortunate as to engage the attention of some of our generous contributors.'

AMERICAN LEAGUE FOR ISRAEL TENDERS RECEPTION FOR 'HABIMAH' PLAYERS

NEW YORX, Feb, 19, (JTA) -- .. reception in honor of the Habimah--the Israel
National Theater--was given fast night by the American Jewish League for Israel, at
the New Yorker Hotel,

Samuel Daroff, the president of the American Jewish League, introduced the cast
of the Habimah to more than 100 prominent leaders and representatives of cultural and
literary groups, He welcomed the Habimahas a cultural bridge between Israel and
America and stressed theneed of helping thegroup in the. errization of its own
theater in Tel Aviv and the building of the new educational experimental theater along-
side of it,

"The Habimah, " Mr,Daroff said, "is the best livingdemonstration of our Hebrew
renaissance, For over 40 years it has been a great culturai stimulant for our people,
It now behooves us all to help it grow and prosper." Jacob M. Alkow extended the
greetings of the League in Hebrew and introduced Aaron Meskin, thedean of the
Hebrew actors in Israel, Mr, Meskin called for a ciose partnership between Israel
and American Jewry in the creative work that the Habimah represents,

U.AH,C, IN CHICAGO DENIES ADMISSION OF NEW REFORM CONGREGA TION
CHICAGO, Feb, 19. (JTA) -- A committec of theChicago Federation of the Union

of American Hebrew Congregations, embracing Refom temples, has refused to ap-

prove membership for the Tree Towns Congregation, a new group serving 48 families

in a west suburban area of this city, according to The Sentinel, the Chicago Jewish

weeily,

Rabbi Dan Isaacs, spiritual leader of the Tree Towns Congregation, was quoted
as saying that the rabbi of nearby Oak Park Temple had objected to the formation of
the new group. However, Rabbi Leonard J. Mervis, spiritual teader of Oak Park
Temple, has refused to comment, The denial of membership is reportedly the first
ever recorded herc in synagogal affairs among the Refrom congregations,

YUGOSLAVIA TO RESTORE JEWISH CEMETERIES DESTROYED BY NAZIS

WASHINGTON, Feb, 19, (JTA) -- The Yugoslav embassy today informed a visiting
delegation of rabbis that the Belgrade Government had agreed to restore Jewish ceme-
teries in that country which had been destroyed by theNazis dur t Second World
War, The delcgation, represecating the World Center of European abbis, was requested
by the embassy to supply a list of such cemecteries,

The rabbinical organization last year called upon the embassies of the various
East Egropean countrics with a similar request and was informed at that time that
the appeal would be passed on to tie governments concerned,



