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ISRAEL'S BUDGET UP BY 18.7% DUE TO EFFECT OF HIGHER ARAB ARMA MENTS

JERUSA LEM, Dec, 25, (JTA) -~ Finance Minister Pinhas Sapir told the Knesset,
Israel's Parliament, today, thattheincreased defense expenditures forced upon the
country by the stepped-up pace of Arab armament was blocking Israels drive for eco-
nomic independence,

Mr, Sapir commented on the increased defense appropriations in presenting to the
Kaesset the 1964-65 budget totaling 3,465,600,000 pounds ($1, 155,000, 000) which represents
an 18,7 per cent increase over the previous year's budget of 2,920,000,000 pounds
($973,000,000), The actual amount allocated for defense was not disclosed, but was in-
ciuded Wman item designated as "security and special budgets,"

Mr, Sapir told the Knesset that the proposed budget aims at continaing the Govern-
ment's present economic palicy,the preservation of stability, and the maintenance of
current tax levels except for changes i the travel tax and the new capital gains tax,
Expenditures in the draft budget are based on the 2ssumption that the immigration rate
wilt remain the same as the current year, he noted, He said also that the budget is
based on the assumption that there will be no drastic wage increase and, in view of
the pending demands and strike threats by various groups, this assumption will be put
to the test over the next few months,

The increase of 545,000,000 pounds ($181, 700,000) over the previous budget includes
241,000, 900 pounds ($89, 300 000) for ""security and special budgets, " an item which now
totals over a billion pounds or 32 per cent of the entire budget.

Other increases include 55,000,000 pounds ($18,300,000) for education, which now
totals 225,000,000 pounds ($85,000,000); 30,000,000 pounds ($10, 000, 000) for health
and sotial services, which total over 250,000,000 pounds ($83,000,000); 99,000,000
pounds ($30, 000, 000) for immigrant housing, which now totals 290, 000,000 pounds
($96,300, 090), part of which will be financed by various saviogs funds,

The budget item providing for repayment of debts and payment of interest totals
645, 000, 000 pounds ($215,00,0,000), and includes 100,000,000 pounds ($34,000, 000)
for the redemption of the Independence Bond issue,

NASSER CALLS FOR ARAB SUMMIT TO TALK OF PLANS TO UNITE AGAINST ISRAEL

LONDON, Dec. 25, (JTA) -- A summit meeting of Arab League states, to discuss
united Arab action if Israel proceeds with plans to divert the Jordan River, was urged
yesterday by President Nasser of Egypt, it was reported here today from Cairo,

Dr, Sayed Nofal, assistant secretary-general of the League, who received President
Nasser's proposal, said he would transmit the message immediately to the L3 Arab
governments, Israel bad announced it would proceed to tap theriver through 2 massive
Lake Tiberias system, to irrigate the Negev, Nasser said the matter was of "vital
importance" to the Arabs, and that the proposed meeting should be held in Cairo '"as soon
as possible," He said that grave political problems, and not only an issue of "Arab
defense, " -were involved,

WHITE HOUSE SAYS JOHNSON WILL CONTINUE KENNEDY POLICY OF AID TO EGYPT

WASHINGTON, Dec, 25. (JTA) -- The Wkite House, in its first public expression
on Near East policy since Lyndon B, Johnson became President, indicated today that
there will be continuity of President Kennedys last expressed views on the continuation
of American aid to the United Arab Republic,

Myer Feldman, White House Deputy Special Counsel, wrote to Daniel Neal Heller,
national commander of the Jewish War Veterans, recalling the Kennedy statements in
connection with the new amendment adopted by Congress on the severance of aid to the
UAR, Mr, Heller had written President Kennedy on Nov. 15, urging that the amend-
ment be implemented, Mr, Feldman today informed Mr, Heller that "I have brought
the letter to the attentio.. of President Johnson," 'The amendment called onthe President
to either sever aid to nations--like the UAR--which practice or prepare for aggression,
or certify to Congress that he has found such nations deserving of continued aid,

Mr, Feldman recalled that President Kennedy pointed out that this amendment would
nseriously restrict our flexibility in dealing with the UAR," Mr, Kennedy had "'stressed
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that the President bears particular responsibilities in the field of foreign policy and that,
in carrying out these responsibilities, account must be taken of the fact that the world
is constantly changing, Legislative restraints could deny the President the flexibility
essential for coping with such charges and impair the effectiveness of quiet diplomatic
efforts to influence developments in a constructive manner,'" Mr, Feldman added that
‘President Jobnson has made the continuity of United States policy abundantly clear,
both to the American public and to foreign governments,'

ISRAEL _INSISTS SYRIA RETURN [0 PRISONERS; ESHKOL SEES U,S, ENVOY

JERUSALEM, Dec, 25, (JTA) -- A list of [0 more Israelis still being held in
Syrian prisons was presented today by the Israel Government to Gen, Odd Bull, chief
of staff of the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization with a request to ensure
their return, The list was compiled following the interrogationof the Il Israelis who
were freed in last weekend's Syrian-Israel prisoner exchange, when 18 Syrians were
freed by Israel,

In a2 meeting yesterday with United States Ambassador Walworth Barbour, Prime
-Mgnister Levi Eshkol conveyed to the American envoy the details of the cruel handling
byiSyria of the Israeli prisoners, and indicated that Israel may submit the matter to
the United Nations,

During the meeting, which was held at Amtassador Barbour's request, it was
understood that the U.S, envoy explained the American position in the recent United
Nations refugee debate, which was followed by sharp, adverse reaction in the Israel
press, The Ambassador reportedly assured thePremier that the stand taken at the
United Nations by the U,S,A, in no way signifies any change in the basic American
approach to the matter, A wide range of topics pertaining to U,S,-Israel relations
were reviewed during tte meeting,

International Red Cross Replies to Israel on Medical Probe

GENEVA, Dec, 25. (JTA) -- A spckesman for the Israeli delegation confirmed
today a report that the Intertational Red Cross had sent a reply to Ismel's request for
an objective investigation of the physical and mental state of the Il Israeli prisoners
who were returned to Israel last Saturday from Syrian prisons, in exchange for 18
Syrian prisoners, previously held by Israel.

Moshe Bartur, Israel's permanent representative at the European office of the
United Nations, in making the request, said such examinations were needed imme-
diately because the Israelis had been subjected to inhuman treatment by the Syrians,
The Israeli delegation spokesman declined to divulge the contents of the Red Cross
reply, which has been transmitted to the Israel Goveranment,

Syria Charges Israel Holds Some Prisoners Taken in 1948
LONDON, Dec, 25, (JTA) -- The Syrian Government, reacting to Israeli com-
plaints that returned prisoners had been subjected to inhuman treatment in Syrian

prisons, sajd Syrians were still being held inIsraeli prisons and receiving 'the worst
possible treatment and torture,' it was reported here today from Damascus,

A Syrian Defense Ministry spokesman said that, despite the recent exchange,
"'many other Syrians remain in Israeli prisons."" He said the prisoners had been
taken in the 1948 Israel-Arab war. He did not give any figures, The spokesman said
the Syrian Government had repeatedly sought the intefvention of the United Nations
Truce Supervision Organization to free the captives, but that Israel "would not even
allow UN observers into Israeli prisons where the Syrians are being held,"

THOUSANDS OF ISRAELI CHRISTIANS ENTER JORDAN FOR CHRIST MAS

JERUSALEM, Dec, 25, (JTA) -- The Mandelbaum Gate leading from this city to the
Old City, which is under Jordanian jurisdiction, was opened at dawmtoday, and 3, 000
Christians living in Israel flocked to the Jordanian side to observe Christmas there,
The Jordanians allow the Ieraeli Christians 36 hours for the Christmas and Easter
observances. Many of the Christian pilgrims were understood to be planning to remain
here until January 5, when Pope Paul VI is expected to come to Jerusalem,

More than 50,000 Christians ard Israel affiliated with various Greek, Roman Catho-
lic and Protestant churches, held special services in their houses of worship here, in
Jaffa, Nazareth and at various other sites, Special prayers were recited for the safety
of Pope Paul. Nazareth was gaily decorated for Christmas, with many of the decora-
tions scheduled to remain on view until after the Pontiff's visit to that city,

ISRAEL ARRANGING TO HELP ALL NEWS MEDIA GOVERING VISIT BY POPE

TEL AVIV, Dec, 25. (JTA) -- Special plans for facilitating news media coverage
of the visit to Israel by Pope Paul VI, scheduled for January 5, were announced here
today by the Government press office, Israel is arranging to fly films and other pic-
tures of the event from designated points in th.'s country along the Pontiff's itinerary,
as well as special flights from Lydda Airport to European news centers, There will
also be  special photo-telegraph facilities, stepped-up telegraph, and Telex services,
and booths for radio and television broadcasts,
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FARBAND OPENS GOLDEN JUBILEE PARLEY; HEARS HARMAN, BROWN, NEUMANN

NEW YORK, Dec, 25. (JTA) -~ Urgent calls by Jewish Labor and Zionist leaders
for concentrated and unified efforts aimed at the preservation of the Jewish identity of
the overwhelining majority of native-born Jews in this country, coupled with a re-
affirmation of the need of a strong Zionist movement to achieve this goal and as a safe-
guard to meet the peril facing Israel, highlighted the opening session tonight of the
Golden Jubilee Convention of the Farband-Labor Zionist Order, at the Hotel Waldorf
Astoria here, Some 2,000 delegates and guests from all parts of the United States and
Canada, representing a membership of 100,000, attended the session,

The principal speakers tonight were Israel Ambassador Avraham Harman; Meyer
L,Brown, president of Farband; and Dr. Emanuel Neumann, chairman of the Ameri-
can Section of the Jewish Agency, Addresses of greetings were delivered by Hy Faine,
chairmau of the Central Committee of the Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale
Zion; Mrs, Blanche Fine, president of Pioneer Women; Aaron Shoiref in behalf of
Habonim Youth organization; and Steven Block and Phylis Levin, on behalf of schools
established by Farbaad,

Preceding theopening of theprogram, 2 memorial was held for three departed
leaders: the late President John F. Kennedy; Herbert H, Lehman; and Rabbi Abba
Hillel Silver of Cleveland, The triple eulogy was delivered by Jacob Katzman, asso-
ciate general secretary of Farband, Taped greetings were broadcast in the auditorium
from Israel's Prime Minister Levi Eshkol and from David Ben-Gurion, and a message
written by Mr., Kennedy prior to his death was read, The session was officially opened
by Benjamin Teller, secretary of Farband's New York City Committee,

Brown Urges Attsation to Native-Born; Hits Soviet Persecutions

In his presidential address,Mr. Brown, founder of the 50-year old Jewish fraternal
and social organization, asserted that, with 82 per cent of the 5,500,000 Jews residing
in the United States and Canada consisting of generations born in these countries, 2
program aimed at the preservation of the Jewish identify by these elements, and of
their link with fellow-Jews in other lands, particularly in the State of Israel, "is for
us the most urgent and vital need today.' He warned of increasing assimilationist
trends intke American Jewish community reflected inthe "alarming growth of inter-
marriages and a drifting away from Judaism, particularly on the part of Jewish youth,"

At the same time, he emphasized that, as an American-oriented organization,
Farband is deeply concerned with the struggle for civil rights of all citizens, ir-
respective of color and creed and safeguarding the rights of Labor,

Mr, Brown lauded President Lyndon B, Johnson who, he said, "has in the first
month of his office, demonstrated ttat he is resolved to follow loyally the late Presi-
dent Kennedy's progressive policies and social ideals, the securing of civil rights for
millions of our Negro brethren, and the abolition of all discriminations prevalent in
this country, We, as Jews, know thebitter taste of discrimination and we heartily
support the Negroes in their just struggle for equality," he said,

The Farband president voiced concern at the deteriorating position of the Jews in
Soviet Russia, He urged ""unrelaxed efforts to prevail upon the Soviet Government to
halt the liquidation of thelast remnants of Jewish religious life'" and that ''the Jewish
population there be granted the possibility to conduct their cultural and retigious activi-
ties as well as the right to emigrate in order to reunite with their famiiies in other lands,"

He also urged the establishment by Farband of an information bureau in Israel to
acquaint Israelis with details about life in the American Jewish community, In another
section of his address, he called upon the United Nations to proclaim an international
day of mourning for all victims of Nazism, including the 6,000,000 Jews murdered by
the Hitlér regime,

Neumann Confident that U,S.A,, Under Johunson, Is Friendly to Israel

Dr, Neumann told the gathering that, "historically, Zionism has been and continues
to be a fructifying and powerful force in American Jewish life," He further maintained
that "without it, we would be infinitely poorer, infinitely weaker and less resistant to
the corrosive influence of assimilation and disintegration,'" "The Jewish community owes
much more to Zionism than Zionism owes to it," he emphasized,

Asserting that "Israel is still threatened by hostile forces," Dr, Neumanun said that
"Israel still looks to this, our country, for sympathetic understanding and support,
Fortunately," he continued, "we have reason to be confident that we can count upon
the sympathetic understanding and warm interest of President Johnson as we could
upon his predecessor, the late, lamented President Kennedy, We have every reason tc
hope that America will not let Israel down, that the United States will not stand idly by
if Israel were ever subject to aggression and atack,

The Zionist leader further stressed the continuing need for 'alertness on the part
of American Zionists and all friends of Israel, Jews and Christians alike, particularly
in the face of the renewed and repeated threats and saber-rattling on the part of Arab
rulers, "
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BRATZLAVER HASSIDIM REPORT COURTEQUS RECEPTION BY SOVIET OFFICIALS

NEW YORK,Dec, 25, (JTA) -- The mayor of Uman, Ukrainia, personally escorted
a group of Il Hassidic Jews from Brooklyn to the tomb of the Bratzlaver Rebbe, which
they had received special permission to visit, the Leader of the group reported here,
Rabbi Leon Rosenfeld, leader of the Bratzlaver sect in Brooklyn, said he and his
10 followers conducted rites at the tomb in Uman of Rabbi Nachman of Bratzlav, who
died in I810, and who is revered as one of the great [8th century leaders of the move-
ment in Eastern Europe,

The mayor and his deputy led the group to the tomb and watched the rites, The
mayor then invited the group to an official banquet at the town's hotel, The Hassidim
accepted the invitation, but ate the kosher food they had brought with them,

Rabbi Rosenfeld said his group had been impressed by the courtesy and interest shown
by the Soviet officials, When the group arrived at the hotel, thestreet was filled with
persons who wanted to see the American visitors to Uman, the rabbi said, The Il visitors
were allowed to stay in Uman only one day, however,

A,L, SUDRAN SUCCEEDS PEKARSKY AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR IN ESSEX COUNTY .

NEWARK, N,J,, Dec, 25, (JTA) ~- Abe L, Sudran of Kansas City, Mo,, has been
appointed executive director of the Jewish Community Council of Essex County, it was
announced here today by Martin Jelin, president of the Council, Mr, Sudran, who is
currently executive director of the Jewish Federation and Council of Greater Kansas
City, will succeed the late Herman M, Pekarsky, who died in September. He will
assume his new post about Marchl,

A staff committee of three, which has been supervising the affairs of the JCC, United
Jewish Appeal, Jewish Community Foundation and the Jewish News since Mr, Pekarsky's
death, will continue performing that function until the arrival of Mr, Sudran, Before
coming to Kansas City, Sudran served for three years as associate director of the Jew-
ish Welfare Federation of Detroit, He is a graduate of the University of Chicago, Fol-
lowing a year of study in social service at the University of Bordeaux under a French
Government fellowship and graduate training in social service at the University of
Chicago, he began his Jewish welfare career in Chicago, Later he served in Cleveland
as first director of the Jewish Vocational Service, before accepting his Detroit post,

In addition to these key posts in four of the major cities of the midwest, Mr, Sudran
has been active in many other aspects of Jewish and general community affairs, In Kan-
sas City, he was a leading member of the board of Health and Welfare Council for many
years, He was a member of the Governor of Ohio's Commission on Vocational Adjust-
ment, and of the Occupational Planning Commission of Greater Cleveland,

PROGRAM OF YEAR'S STUDY IN JERUSALEM SET FOR 1964 BY AMERICAN GROUP

NEW YORK, Dec. 25, (JTA) -- The American Student Program for one-year study
at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem has been launched for the 10th consecutive year,
it was 2nnounced here today by Prof. Oscar I, Janowsky of the City Coliege of New
York, who is chairman of this program, sponsored by the American Friends of the
Hebrew University,

Professor Janowsky said that interviews of prospective participants are already under
way, and urged other interested college students to submit their applications as speedily
as possible, The program encompasses undergraduates who have completed at least two
years of college, as well as recent college graduates, Some elementary knowledge of
Hebrew is required, and candidates are expected to begin to study Hebrew while still in
America as preparation for the year in Israel,

A number of partial scholarships are available to qualified students who are in need
of financial assistance, In 1962, the Abe Wouk Foundation, of which the author Herman
Wouk is president, undertook an experimental program of scholarship for participants
in the American Student Program. The Foundation's program will continue in 1964,

In a statement issued on behalf of the American Student Program Committee, Prof,
Janowsky described the program as follows: "It enables Anerican students to savor
another culture at first hand; and, through the presence of a group of serious students,
contributes to a better understanding in Israel of American and American-Jewish ideals
and institutions, " :

JACOB DRAENGER, JEWISH WRITER, GOLDMANN BIOGRAPHER, DEAD AT 64

PARIS, Dec. 25, (JTA) -- Jacob Draenger, a Jewish writer and biographer, died
here today at the age of 64, Among his published works is atwo-voiume biography
of Dr, Nahum Goldmann, president of the World Zionist Organization, Draenger was
born in Poland, and came to Paris after World War II,




