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BRITISH PREMIER TELLS COMMONS OF CABINET'S STAND ONARAB BOYCOTT

LONDON, Dec, 2. (JTA) -- Prime Minister Sir Alec Douglas-Home, taking part
for the first time in Parliamentary debate on Arab League boycott practices against
British firms, made it plain today that the British Government did not intend to go
beyond its rebuke of Arab representatives in London for those practices,

At the same time, government spokesmen re-emphasized the government's oppo-
sition to Arab boycott practices, as the debate continued, Several deputies asked for
additional steps by the government to prevent the recurrence of incidents such as
the forced resignation of Lord Mancroft, a Jewish business leader, fromthe London
advisory Board of Norwich Union Insurance Companies,under Arab pressure, All such
proposals were rejected,

The Prime Minister was asked what action he was taking to coordinate the work
of his Ministers to ensure that public officials and nationalized industries did not
place any insurance business with any companies discriminating on grounds of race,
color or religion, He replied that "it is not the practice of government departments
to insure," He added he had no power "to direct local authorities in this matter"
and that this would "not be an appropriate subject' for his Ministers where national-
ized industries were concerned,

Bruce Millan, a Labor deputy, said that while "we welcome the statements made
so far by the Government about the Norwich Union affiar, there is still a need for
the Government to give clear guidance to firms on whom pressure may be put and
to express its displeasure against firms which have given insto these practices,"

The Prime Minister said that he was sure "'the whole country" was aware of
the Government's attitude and that if any firm wanted help from the Government in
such situations, '"the Foreign Office and the Board of Trade" were "at its disposal,"

Government Rejects Request to Prevent Bias by Insurance Firms

Earlier, the government rejected a request to seek an amendment of the Insur-
ance Act of 1959 to provide that no insurance firm could do business in Britain if
it practiced religious or racial discrimination against its employes, The request was
made by Labor deputy Leo Abse to the Secretary for Industry, Trade and Regional
Development,

Edward Duecann replied that the government strongly disapproved pressure from
any source leading to discrimination between British subjects on any grounds what-
ever, He added that "if those affected and concerned about the boycott will consult
us, we will be ready to give any support we can." He rejected suggestions for legis~
lation to make boycott practices illegal, arguing that he did not think it would be
enforceable,

A written comment on the issues was made by Edward Heath, Secretary of State
for Industry, in reply to 2 query as to whether there had been any impact on British
trade because of the boycott of Israel. He said that "while the boycott ‘has interfered
with the trade of individual firms, it seems to have had little effect on our trade with
any of the countries inthe area."

Sir Barnett Janner, MP andpresident of the Board of Deputies of British Jews,
asked Secretary Heath if he was "aware there was interference from foreign ccantries
designed to coerce British firms into suspending their dealings with a friendly
power," He also asked what steps Heath would take to "obviate this interference,"
Mr, Heath replied that the Government was ''strongly opposed to interfer ence and
had made known repeatedly its views on the subject."

(The Arab League's economic counci! announced today in Cairo that any inter-
ference by the British Government or auy other country with Arab anti-Israel boycott
regulations would cause the Arab countries to reconsider their economic relations with
such countries, )

Minister of State Lord Drumbalbyn, speaking last night at a dinner of the Institute
of Exports, expressed the hope that British firms "will not hesitate to bring to the
attention of the Board of Trade immediately any examples of discrimination against
British exports or unfair practices,
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SITUATION OF JEWISH COMMUNITY IN SYRIA REPORTED WORSENING

PARIS, Dec, 12, (JTA} -- The situation of Syria's Jewish community has taken a
dangerous turn for the worse in recent weeks, the French press reported today,

The report said that new and severe anti-Jewish measures had been proclaimed
by authorities in Damascus, Syrian Jews are henceforth forbidden to travel more than
three miles from their places of residence without a special travel permit,

They are not to be permitted to occupy official positions in civil service or to
serve in the army, In very exceptional 'cases, they will be permitted to leave
Syria but they can take with them a maximum of $100 and must abandon all other
properties,

AMERICAN STEEL COMPANY FORMS PARTNERSHIP WITH ISRAELI FIRM

JERUSALEM, Dec. 12, (JTA) -- Republic Steel Corporation, one of the largest
steel manufacturers in the United States, has entered a partnership agreement with
the United Saran Plastic Corporation of Israel, to make metal prodycts in this coun-
try, it was announced last night by Pinhas Sapir, Minister of Finance who holds also
the portfolio of Commerce and Industry,

Under the pact, he said, Republic will help finance the manufacture and will also
provide know-how and planning and designing of various steel products to be made
here, The Israeli firm, under the agreement, will also receive marketing rights in
East Africa, Turkey, Iran and any other country with which bilateral agreements may
be reached, .

PACT ON EXPORT OF ISRAELI COTTON PRODUCTS TO U.S, IS SIGNED

JERUSALEM, Dec, 12, (JTA) -- A four-year agreement on the export of Israeli
cotton products to the United States was signed today following discussions which
were held last October in Jerusalem .between a United States Government trade mis-
sion and Israel officials,

The agreement covers 64 grades of textiles made from cotton, For the first year,
starting in October 1963, Israeli exports will be limited to a maximum of 12,500,000
yards with varying ceilings for different products,

BONN ACTS ON ISRAEL'S COMPLAINT AGAINST GERMAN EXPERTS IN EGYPT

BONN, Dec. 12, (JTA) -- Israel's protests to the West German Government
against the work being done by German scientists in Egypt on the production of weapons
of mass destruction, finally bore fruit here today, when Chancellor Ludwig Erhard
ordered the Ministry of Interior to prevent such work by German scientists in
"troubled areas,"

The complaints by Israel were voiced more than a year ago when it was divulged
that scientists and technicians from this country were playing a leading role in the
making of nonconventional armaments in Egypt, intended foruse against Israel,

In his order to the Interior Ministry today, Chancellor Erhard decreed that
passport regulations be amended in such 2 way as to preclude the .holding of valid
passports by German citizens engaged in activities in "troubled areas' abroad con-
nected with the making of mass-destruction weapons,

3,000 SPORTSMEN ENA CT TRADITIONAL CHANUKAH TORCH CEREMONY IN ISRAEL

JERUSALEM, Dec, 12, (JTA) -- Three thousand members of the Maccabi Sports
Union today enacted the traditional, Chanukah '"Modiin Torch'" ceremony, lighting a
torch at the Modiin burial site of the Hasmonean Dynasty, which bad given birth to
the Maccabean revolt, then carrying thetorch throughout all of Israel, The ceremony,
always held on the eve of the Chanukah festival, which started Tuesday evening, had
been delayed by heavy rainstorms that swept the entire country,

Israeli Maccabi runners carried the torch lighted at Modiin by relays to Ramleh
and Rehovot, where they halted at the grave of the late Dr, Chaim Weizmann, Israel's
first President, Then other torches, lighted from the original Modiin flame, were
taken to Jerusalem, Haifa, Tel Aviv, Beersheba and Eilat, In each town, the torch
was received with ceremonies in which the miayors and local sports organization
participated,

HEAVY RAINS CAUSE 500,000 POUNDS DAMAGE TO ISRAEL'S ROADS

JERUSALEM, Dec. 12, {JTA) -- The Ministry of Labor estimated today that it
will cost 500,000 pounds ($160, 600) to repair damage to Israel's roads caused by more
than a week of heavy rains and windstorms, and about twice that sum for improvements
to enable major roads to withstand rain damage in the future,

The Ministry also said that the entire budget of the year for road repair, amounting
to 5,000, 000 pounds ($L, 666, 000) will be needed to overhaul a number of key sections
of Israel's roads and bridges damaged by the pounding rainstorms,
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N,C,R,A,C, ISSUES PROGRAM PLAN FOR JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS

NZW YORK, Dec, 12, (JTA) -- Recommended policies and positions on many
major- current issues affecting Jewish community relations, together with recom-
mended programs for advancing those policies, are presented in the tenth annual
Joint Program Plan for Jewish Community Relations issued today by the National
Community Relations Advisory Council,

The plan was developed cooperatively by the six national agencies and 69 com-
munity relations council comprising the NCRAC, It presents their joint evaluation
of the significance of recent developments for the Jewish community, Against this
background, the agencies jointly project what they consider desirable programs and
projects,

The judgments and program recommendations are advisory, The participating
agencies are not expected to accept or apply them uncritically, but rather to regard
them as guides to their own planning, In this process, each agency adopts, modifies
or rejects any of the recommendations, according to its own needs,

The plan ranges broadly over many areas of concern: civil rights, civil liberties,
religious freedom and separation of church and state, overt anti-Semitism here and
abroad, theradical right, interreligious relationships, the Middle East, American
immigration policy, and others,

Overshadowing all other developments of thepast year in their significance for
Jewish community relations, the plan says, has been the expanding struggle for
equal rights, It points out that "as Jews, we are deeply involved in the struggle
for human rights and irrevocably committed to its successful fruition,"

Recommends Offsetting "Erroneous Impressions' of Negroes

The plan recommends that Jewish community relations agencies pursue programs
to: 'close the gap" between the commitments of the Jewish community and the beha-
vior of individual Jews; press for adherence by all Jewish agencies, within the frame-
work of their primary responsibilities, to policies and practices of racial nondiscrimi-
nation in employment, intake, admittance to facilities, and in their business and other
dealings with contractors, Lending institutions, and thelike; and join in selected direct
actions for equality.

Jewish agencies have an obligation to publicize among Negroes the fact that the
agencies are nondiscriminatory, so that Negroes may know of the opportunities
available to them, and also to offset "false and erroneous impressions' shaping
Negro attitudes, the program plan asserts,

While declaring that the Jewish community is not in any sense responsible for
the conduct of individual Jews, theplan recommends that, "in appropriate cases,'
Jewish employers, realtors and others be counseled "with a view to interpreting
to them the importance of conforming their business practices to the regiirements
of equality of treatment and opportunity."

At the same time, the statement points out that some Jewish merchants and
others, willing to make concessions to Negro demands, have been prevented by
threats of retaliation by segregationists, They lack information about relevant laws,
procedures and resources that would help them to counter such threats and take
actions 'consistent with the advancement of equality," and Jewish agencies should
give ' them such information and other assistance, the plan says.

The plan backs the legislation proposed by the late Presdent Kennedy to abolish
the ''mational origins quotas' in thepresent federal immigration code and to replace
it with 2 method of issuing immigration visas based on national needs, individual
characteristics and the principle of "first come first served,'

CHURCH DEPLORES DISSEMINATION OF ANTI-JEWISH LITERATURE IN TORONTO

TORONTO, Dec, 12, (JTA) -- A resolution deploring the recent spread of anti-
Semitic and other hate literature in this area was adopted today by the presbytery
of the United Church of Halton, Ont,, 2 town 25 miles west of Toronto,

“Vie deplore," stated the resolution, "the antisSemitism indicated by the distri-
bution of certain literature bearing the mast-head of the 'Christian Association of
Union, New Jersey' and in various other ways during recent days, We deplore even
more deeply the lack of Christian charity which these actions express, We assure
our Jewish brethren of our fellowship and of our desire for 2 fuller expression of
brotherhood among all men, whatever their race or creed."

PHILADELPHIANS DENY PARTICIPATION IN KILLING JEWS UNDER NAZIS

PHILADELPHIA, Dec, 12, (JTA) -- Two brothers accused by the Soviet news-
paper Trud in Moscow of having taken part in the wartime liquidation of the ghetto
in Nazi-occupied Ukrainian town of Lyuboml {flatly denied today there was any truth
in the charge, The brothers, Serhij Kowalczuk and Mykola Kowalczuk, also saifl they
had retained-a law firm in Philadeiphia "to take the necessary steps to clear our name
and obtain redress."
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SEN, JAVITS URGES CONVOCATION OF REGIONAL MIDDLE EAST CONFERENCE
s

NEV YORK, Dec, 12, (JTA) -- The United States should "endeavor to organize
a call for a regional meeting at the earliest possible date" and bring to 'the entire .
Middle East region an era of peace and well-being," Senator Jacob K, Javits (R.-N.Y,)
declared here last night, Addressing the annual dinner of the American Te.chmon
Society at the New York Hiltoh Hotel, Senator Javits emphasized that ''regional plan-
ning and regional cooperation is the only feasible way at the present time of overcom-
ing deep-rooted animosities and rivalries" in the Middle East,

The American Technion Society's annual dinner was attended by nearly 500 guests
and was tendered in honor of Dr, Abraham Tulin, one of thefounders of the Zionist
movement in this country and honorary chairman of the Society, Other speakers at
the dinner included Supreme Court Justice Moshe Landau of Jerusalem, one of Israel's
leading jurists and for many years chairman of the board of governors of the Technion;
Avraham Harman, Ambassador of Israel to the United States; B, Sumner Gruzen, presi-
dent of the Society and David Rose, chairman of the board of the Society,

N.¥, SUPREME COURT REJECTS PETITION AGAINST VOTING ON SATURDAY

WHITE PLAINS, N,Y,, Dec, 12, (JTA) -- A New York State Supreme Court
Justice rejected yesterday a petition from an Orthodox Jew to halt a Rockland County
referendum this Saturday,

Justice John J, Dillon disagreed in his ruling with the contention of petitioner
Meshulem Rottenberg of New Square, that observant Jews would not have a fall oppor-
tunity to vote in the referendum, NewSguare is a2 Rockland County village established
by 2 Hassidic sect,

Justice Dillon said he had taken judicial notice of the fact that on December 14,
the sun would set in the area at 4:36 p.m and that traditional Jews followed the rule
that the Sabbath ends at 72 minutes after sunset, meaning that the Sabbath would end
at 5:48 p.m. Observant Jews, he said, would have from 5:48 p,m, to 7 p.m. to
vote and thus would "not be compelled to choose between their civic rights and their
religious beliefs, "

HARRY GREENSTEIN HONORED BY CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS

BALTIMORE, Dec, 12, (JTA) -- Harry Greenstein, executive director of the
Associated Jewish Charities of Baltimore for the past 35 years, was honored tonight
at the 35th annual dinner of the Maryland Region of the National Conference of Chris-
tians and Jews,

Mr, Greenstein shared the honors with Archbishop Lawrence J, Shehan of Balti-
more, and Dr, George B, Brain, superintendent of Baltimore Public Schools, Mr. Green~
stein was cited for his relief work in both the United States and Europe and his con-
tribution to the development of the state and city departments of welfare,

In 1933, Mr, Greenstein was appointed first state relief administrator of Maryland
and as a "dollar-a-year man' he organized and directed the state's relief program
for the unemployed, During his administration, the state and city departments of pub-
lic welfare were established, During the Second Vorld War he was appointed by the
late Governor Herbert H, Lehman, director of Velfare for the United Nations Relief
and Rebabilitation Administration in charge of Middle East operations. In 1949, he was
appointed by the Secretary of War as adviser to Gen, Lucius D, Clay with the rank of
major general,

BERNARD FRIEDBERG NAMED EDITOR OF THE JEWISH PRESS CF OMA HA

OMAHA, Dec, 12, (JTA) -- Bernard Friedberg has been appointed editor of the
Jewish Press of Omaha, according to an announcement by Arthur Goldstein, president
of the Jewish Federation, The new editor was previously with a local advertising
agency and on several dailies, including the New York Times, He is a 1957 graduate
of the University of Missouri,

ELKAN E, MYERS, BALTIMORE LEADER, DEAD; WAS ACTIVE IN U.J.A.

BALTIMORE, Dec. 12, (JTA) -- Funeral services were held today for Elkan
R. Myers, Baltimore businessman and Jewish leader, who died at his home at the
age of 69,

He had served as chairman of the United Jewish Appeal, was a Fellow of Brandeis
University and a former vice-president of the Baltimore Hebrew Congregation, He had
been named Baltimore's Man of the Year by the Jewish War Veterans, the Advertising
Club of Baltimore and the Jewish National Fund, He had been 2 Board member of the
Israel I':velopmert Corporation, Sinai Hospital and the Baltimore Red Cross,




