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JEWISH CLAIMS CONFERENCE SEEKS EXTENSION OF GERMAN RESTITUTION LAW

COPENHAGEN, Mazrch 25, (JTA) -- Immediate action by the West German Govern-
nent in extending the restitution law in order to assure prompt handling of the remaining
700, 000 claims for individual restitution still pending, 'was demanded here today by
Dr, Nahum Goldmann, chairman of the Conference of Jewish Material Claims Against
Germany, at the annual meeting of the board of directors of the Claims Conference.

Addressing tte. opening session, Dr, Goldmann said that such a law also was needed
o extend the benefits of existing West German law to other victims of Nazi persecution,
specially those who have recently come from Iron Curtain countries, He emphasized
hat the need for immediate action was imperative because the present Federal indemni-
ication law was scheduled to expire next December 31,

Dr. Goldmann pointed out that many Jews are entitled to compensation although they
Te not at present covered by the German law, which set October 1953, as a cut-off date.
lazi victim s who could not leave Iron Curtain countries before that date do not qualify
or compen sation under the present German law. The hw also fixed October 1, 1953,

s the cut-off date for stateless persons,

Those now ineligible under the German law, said Dr, Goldmann, include thousands
f Jewish victims of Nazism who fled Hungary after the 1956 uprising in that country, as
ell as thousands of others who reached Western Europe from East European countries
\ recent years, ""On numerous occasions," said Dr. Goldmann, "we have called upon
e German authorities to place these refugees ugon an equal footing with the pre-1953
laimants, and to compensate them for incarceration ifi concentration camps and for the
s of life and health." : .

Claims_Conference Distributed $79, 566, 000 in 30 Cowntries

He emphasized that payment of these claims was entirely separate from the money-
ceived by the Claims Conference for global distribution to needy Jews throughout the
orld. He reported that, to date, $79, 566,000 had been distributed for the benefit of
rviving victims in 30 countries by the ‘Claims Conference,. and that some 200, 000 Jew-
h men, women and children had benefited from this distribution. In 1961 the Conference
stributed $10,108, 000,

The total amount which the Claims Conference is to receive from the West German
>vernment under the restitution agreement is to reach $107, 000, 000, he reported, The
aims Conference is recognized by the West German Government as the official spokes-
an for the Jews throughout the world who are entitled to individual restitution under
ws drawn up by the Federal Government and various West German states,

Dr. Goldmann openzd his address with a tribute to the Danish people and the Govern~
>nt for their heroic rescue of their Jewish fellow-citizens during the Nazi occupation.
recalled that, of the 7,000 Jews residing in Denmark at the time, only 475 fell into

zi hands,

$2, 598,000, 000 Paid Out in Indemnificatian to Nazi Victims

In an accounting of individual restitution payments to date, he said "indemnification
yments under present Federal law reached $2, 598,000, 000 on December 1, 1961, In
lition the West German states paid out $173, 9 38, 000 before the Federal law was en-
ed in 1953 to reach a grand total of some $2, 772,000,000, Of the total sum about
6,000, 000 came in 1961, preliminary figures indicate, "

He said that the record "'makes impressive reading but it must be weighed against
cest of the entire indemnification program. Those costs will run to $4, 300, 000, 000,
st German authorities have estimated, Should the figure prove correct, only 60 per-
t have been paid to date. "

Moses Leavitt, treasurer of the Claims Conference, reported that, of the sum re-
ved in 1961, $7, 795,000 went for relief and rehabilitation of needy Nazi victims;
004, 000 was spent for cultural and educational reconstruction; and $408, 000 for
ious special prgjects,

In the fieid of community reconstruction, Mz, Leavitt listed the following projects
Je possible in 1961 through Claims Conference funds: six homes for the aged in Belgium,
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italy, Uruguay and Australia; eight community centers in Belgium, France and Italy; re-
pair reconstruction of synagogues in Copenhagen, Amsterdam, Bologna and Naples, In
addition, he reported, capital grants have been made to Jewish schools throughout the world,

Mr, Leavitt pointed out that ''1961 was a year of upheaval and displacement in Jewish
life." "Jewish refugee migration,' he said, ''reached a momentum the like of which has
not been seen for a decade or longer, Besides our contiruing welfare:allocations, our
funds played a life-giving role in aiding thousands of Nazi victims, refugees from East-
ern Europe and many from Cuba, in finding new countries of abode and starting life afresh."

BOWLES REPORTS TO KENNEDY ON TALK WITH NASSER; RAISED ISRAEL ISSUE

WASHINGTON, March 25. (JTA) -- Chester Bowles, special representative and adviser
to the President on African, Asian, and Latin American affairs, reported this weekend to
President Kennedy on his recent trip, including discussions in Cairo with Egyptian Presi-
dent Nasser, that covered Arab-Israel relations,

Mr. Bowles' Cairo talks revealed improved Arab-American understanding on ''a number
of questions,' he later told the press. Mr. Bowles met for four days with Nasser and other
leading Egyptian and political and economic authorities. He revealed that he personally
pursued the Israel question with Nasser, The trip was part of a tour of many African and
Asian nations at'the personal bekast of President Kennedy.

""Although I wént to" Cairo with mo expectation of achieving miracles of good will, Ibe-
lieve my visit helped to eliminate certain misunderstandings," said Mr. Bowles. "I came
avay with some: hope that we may be entering into a period of calmer, more realistic and
rational relationships,” He added, however, that "our relations with Egypt will continue
to be conditioned by our deeply held conviction that Israel's independence and integrity
mustbe preserved.' -

Mr. Bowles said that "'if the leaders of the Egyptian Government come to see that their
role in history will be determined not by what they say over the radio to the people of bther
Middle Eastern nations, but rather what they actually do about the aching poverty and misery
thet. oppress: the people of Egypt, there will be opportunities for constructive, peaceful co-
operation between the American and Egyptian Governments, "'

"In this event, tension may gradually be eased throughout the Middle East and energies
may increasingly be diverted from angry conflict to constructive development, " said Pres-
dent Kennedy's special representative,

ISRAEL CABINET REVIEWS STAND BEFORE U,N, ON CONFLICT WITH SYRIA

JERUSALEM, March 25. (JTA) -- Tke position to be taken by Israel's delegation at
the United Nations next Wednesday, when the Israeli and Syrian complaints against each
other corne before the Security Council, was reported to a meeting of the Cabinet here
today by Mrs,” Golda Meir, Israel's Foreign Minister,

In her report, Mrs, Meir reviewed details of Israell's diplomatic contacts cn the issue,
both here and abroad. She told the Cabinet that Gideon Rafael, deputy director-general of
the Foreign Ministry, and Col. Meir Amit, chief of intelligence for tte Israeli Army, left
today for New York to join the Israel delegation at the United Nations for the Security
Council debate.

PROPOSED LIBEL LAW IN ISRAEL TO BE ALTERED; PROVOKED CRITICISM

JERUSALEM, March 25, (JTA) -- A Ministerial Committee was authorized by Israel’s
Cabinet here today to reconsider the proposed legislation concerning 2 much-criticized
fthel law which is expected to come up for discussion by the Knesset (Parliament) after the
coming Passover recess,

Minister of Justice Dov Joseph reported to the Cabinet about the various criticisms
leveled against the proposed libel and slander legislation, Several members of the Cabinet
proposed some amendments to the Government bill, and an altered draft is expected tobe
ready before the Knesset takes up the measure,

EX-DIRECTOR OF KEREN HAYESOD IN PARIS SENTENCED FOR EMBEZZLEMENT
JERUSALEM, March 25, (.?TA) -- Ephraim Margalit, former director of the Paris of-
fice of Keren Hayesod, the financial arm of the World Zionist Organization, foutd guilty here
}ast week of embezzling $170, 000 of the organizationb funds, was sentenced today to 15 year's

iruprisonment. .

Judge Binnarnin Halevi, of the Jerusalem District Court, who imposed the sentence, also
ordered Margilit to pay the costs of the trial, which includes 11,000 pounds ($3, 600) for bring-
ing 1l witnesses here from France to testify at.the proceedings which resulted in Margalit's
conviction.

Prior to hearing the sentence, Margalit pleaded with the court for leniency, saying he
had “een "drawn' into gambling activities through which he had dissipated the funds He was
charged with embezzling, He said his total resources now amount only to 205 French francs.
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ISRAEL ATTORNEY GENERAL TO COMPLETE TODAY REBUTTAL ON EICHMANN AFPEAL

JERUSALEM, March 25. (JTA) -- Attorney General Gideon Hausner is expected to com-
plete his. rebuttal tomorrow, in response to the Adolf Eichmann appeal being heard by a five-
man panel of the Israel Supreme Court, headed by Chief Justice¥itzhak Olshan,

Mr, Hausner opened his rebuttal on Friday, after conclusion of the appeal by Dr, Rob-
ert Servatiiis, of Cologne, counsel for the Gestapo colonel sentenced last December to hang-
ing for directing the annihilation of 6,000,000 European Jews during World War I

Followmg Dr. Hausner, Dr. Servatius will, under the rules of the court, have an oppor-

tunity to present some closing remarks. The court, it is believed, will take at least a month
to render its decision regarding the appeal.

Meanwhile, today, a spokesman for the Israel Commissioner oansons denied reports
that Eichmann is suffering from serious and frequent heart attacks, According to the
spokesman, Eichmann had, of late, complained of ""dizziness."

SOVIET EMBASSY IN U,S. MUM ON APPEALS FOR MATZOH FOR SOVIET JEWS

WASHINGTON, March 25 (JTA) -- Inquiries at the Soviet Embassy here today regard-
ing what action, if any, was planned by Ambassador Anatoly Dobrynin in connection with

several Congressional appeals to permit Soviet Jews to secure matzohs for Passover were
politely but firmly turned aside,

A spokesman told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency that he knows ""what has been done
with the requests, but I cannot say." Pressed for some indication of how the newly named
Soviet envoy has handled the requests for his assistance in getting the Soviet Gove rnment
to rescind.its reported ban on matzohs for this Passover, the spokesman said that this
was '"an internal Embassy matter which could never be discussed,"

Officially, the spokesman would say only that the Embassy ""has no information' oun the
reports published that Jews will be unable to purchase or bake matzohs, He said no such
reports have appeared in the Soviet press and therefore the Emb y "has no ¥ ledge of
what is happening. He declined for tke second time in three days to comment on whether
Mr, Dobrynin has been in touch with the Kremlin in an effort to confirm the reports,

Meanwhile, Congressman Leonard Farbstein, acting '"on humanitarian grounds as a
private citizen,' appealed directly today to Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev to allow
receipt of American-made matzohs for Soviet Jews this Passover,

The Democratic New York Congressman, in a cable to the Soviet Premier, transmitted
through the Soviet Embassy here, disclaimed any desire ""to engage in a long-range debate
over whether Soviet citizens of the Jewish faith are completely free to pursue a religious
life," He told thé Soviet leader that his sole concern was that observant Jews should have

"a sufficient supply of matzohs for an appropriate and traditional observance of the Pass-
over festival,"

Rep. Farbstein, a member of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, stressed the
need for an immediate favorable response so that the matzoh shipment would arrive in
time for the start of Passover, He pointed out that the offer of help was motivated only
by ""the desire to enable observant Jews o cling to their religious identity, "

Israel Chief Rabbi Appeals to Moscow to Rescind Ban on Matzohs
JERUSALEM, March 25, (JTA) -- Chief Rabbi Yitzhak Nissim today appealed to tte
Soviet Government to cancel the prohibition of baking matzohs for Passover, In his appeal

to Moscow, Rabbi Nissim said that the act depnvmg Soviet Jewry of matzohs for the holiday

was a violation of their elementary right to maintain a tradition which dates back thousands
of years,

Matzohs, the appeal declared, constitute the principal religious obligation and symbolic
expression of Jews during the Passover holiday. "It would be grievous and palnful to pre-

vent Jews from the right to maintain observance which so'nobly symbolizes man's emerg-
ence from bondage to freedom, " the appeal stressed.

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS PARLEY DISCUSSES FUTURE OF JEWS IN ALGERIA

COPENHAGEN, March 5.(JTA) -- The future of Algerian Jewry, consequent uponithe
Franco-Algerian agreemenr and the present position of the Jews in the Soviet Union were
the principal topics discussed here today at a meeting of the administrative committee of
the World Jewish' Congress. Dr. Nahum Goldmann; president of the WJC, presided.

Other points on the agenda included a survey of the position: of Jews in South A merica;
2 report on the recent conference of Céntral American and Caribbean leaders of the Con-

gress; and the WJIC policy with regardto the Jewish Memorandum to the Vatican on the sub-
ject of Dhristian anti-Semitism.,

The discussions were held in camera. Present fat the meeting were Samuel Bronfman
and Israeli M, Sieff, WJC vice-presidents, respectively, for North America and Europe;
Dr., Aryeh Tartakower, chairman of the Israel section of the WJC; and principal officers

and department heads from the four branches of the WJC world executive in North America,
South America, Europe and Israel,
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JEWISH SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT THE U,S. START OBSERVANCE OF 'HEBREW MONTH'
NEW YORK, March 25, (JTA) -- The annual "Hebrew Month, " a period traditianally
observed during.the four weeks between Purim and Passover, went into full effect today

in Jewish schools throughout the United States and Canada, with many thousands of class-
rooms furnished with special materials to help observe ""Hebrew Month. "

The observance is conducted annually under the auspices of Histadruth Ivrith of Amer-
ica to emphasize the values of Hebrew culture, Hebrew as the }anguage of }l}e Bible and
prayers, the language spoken in Israel and the link among Jewish communities throughout
the world.

This year's ""Hebrew Month" observance is built around the life and works of the late
Rabbi Abraham Isaac Hacohen XKook, first chief rabbi of modern Palestine, In past years,
tae observance featured the contributions toward Hebrew culture by the late Dr. Theodor
Herzl, founder of political Zionism; Eleazer Ben-Yehudah, father of modern Hebrew; and
Rabbi Israel Baal-Shem-Tov, founder of the Chassidic movement.

NEW YORK YM-YWHA GETS $500, 000 GIFT TOWARD $2, 500, 000 BUILDING_FUND

NEW YORK, March 25, (JTA) -- A gift of $500,000, toward the building fund of
$2,500,000 was given this weekend to the 92nd Street YM-YWHA by the Henry Kaufman
Foundation. In addition, the institution received $600, 000 toward the new building as a
result of 2 merger with the Clara de Hirsch Residence Board, which has operated a resi-
dence for immigrant girls on New York's upper East Side,

The new structure, to adjoin the present "Y,'" will be a 12 -story residence hall which
will accommodate 200 young women and enable the older building to house more men., The
older structure is a landmark among New York's intellectual circles. In addition to hous-
ing a full YW-YMHA program, its Theresa Kaufman Auditorium is headquarters for many
recitals and readings by outstanding musicians, poets and other creative artists,

U.S, APPROVES GRANT FOR JEWISH AGED NURSING HOME IN TUCSON

TUCSON, Ariz., March 25, (JTA) -- The United States Government has approved a
grant of $225, 000, in matching funds, toward the construction of a new building here for
the Jewish Nursing Home for the Aged, it was announced today by Benjamin N, Brook,
executive director of the Tucson Jewish Community Council,

The new structure, for which groundbreaking ceremonies are tobe held about May 1,
will be located on a site near the Tucson Medical Center. Approval of the Government
grant, Mr, Brook said, has been given by the U.S. Public Health Service,

NEW YORK REPUBLICANS URGE EXEMPTION OF ORTHODOX JEWS FROM SUNDAY LAW

NEW YORK, March 25. (JTA) -~ The New York Young Republican Club today urged the
State Izgislature to enact an amendment to the Sunday closing law which would permit mer-
chants observing a Sabbath on another day of the week to keep their establishments open on
Sunday, The law, as it stands now, forces Sabbath-observing Jews tokeep their places
of business closed on Sundays as well as Saturdays.

E, Virgil Conway, president of the Republican group, called for legislative action at
the current session and challenged New YorkCity's Mayor Robert F. Wagner to "'break
his long silence on this matter and state his position, "

Agudah Opposes Closing Cemeteries on Sundays in N, Y, State

NEW YORK, March 25, (JTA) *-- An official of the Agudath Israel of America urged
this weekend the adoption of a new cemetery licénsing procedure whichwould forbid the
closing of cemeteriesin New York State on Sundays as several cemetery managements
have proposed.

Testifying at a hearing before the New York State Cemetery Board on theissue, Rabbi
Morris Sherer, executive vice-president of tae group, said that the closing of cemeteries
on Sundays would "infringe on the freedom of religiaus practice," .

FIVE BOYS DESECRATE NEVW YORK SYNAGOGUE; SEVERAL TORAHS TORN

NEW YORK, March 25. (JTA) -- New York Police were today looking for five boys
aged between 7 and 12 who caused $3, 000 worth of damage - when they desecrated a syna-
gogue in the Brux late Friday afternoon, just before Sabbath Eve services.

The vandals tore several Torah Scrollsand strewed the floor of Temple Yeshiva
Rabbi Israel Salanter with torn prayer books, prayer shawls and sacramental wine.Ephraim
S. Berger, president of the congregation, who was just entering the synagogue at the time,
was knocked down by the boys as they ran out and escaped.

NAVY SECRETARY KORTH COMMEMORATES DEATH OF COMMODORE URIAH P, LEVY

WASHINGTON, March 25. (JTA) -- A letter ‘rom Secretary of the Navy Fred Korth,
commemorating the 100th anniversary of the deatl: of United States Navy Commodore Uriah
P. Levy, was presented in ceremonies here to Rab>i Norman Gerstenfeld, spiritual leader
of the Washington Hebrew Congregation, which Commodore Levy hélped found in 1852, The
congregation is the oldest Jewish house of worship here.




