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J,S. STAND ON TREATMENT OF JEWS IN RUSSIA STRONGLY CRITICIZED IN SENATE

WASHINGTON, March 15, (JTA) -- Members of Congress were discussing today the
ttitude of the State Department toward the discriminations against Jews in the Soviet
Jnion following a heated discussion on the Senate floor last night on this subject in which
our Senators participated.

The discussion was precipitated following the release by Senator Jacob Javits, New
fork Republican, and by Congressman Leonard Farbstein, New York Democrat, of copies
f two separate but similar letters from the State Department explaining the U,S. Govern-
nent's stand on the anti-Jewish discriminations in the Soviet Union,

Senator Kenneth Keating, New York Republican, then voiced a complaint from the
‘enate floor against the State Department for failure to do anything about the situation.
ie was followed by Republican Senators Leverett Saltonstall of Massachusetts and Pres-
ott Bush of Connecticut who took the floor to denounce Soviet actions,

Senator Keating told the Senate he received this week a State Department memorandum
urporting to be ''the latest the Department has' on the situation but which, the Senator
leclared, was "“an exact copy, nearly word for word'" of a letter he received from the
Department last December 20,

"Far from being a new and up-to-date report, ' said Senator Keating, 'it is a sadindi-
tian to me that the State Department has done nothing about this very pressing problem
or the last three months, ' The New Yorker, who has made numerous Senate speeches on
oviet raistreatment of its Jewish citizens, charged that "we have gathered no new informa-
ion; we have made no further efforts to publicize the problem; and we have made no over-
ures, diplomatically or otherwise,:to mitigate the anti- Semitism and persecution that now
xists in Russia. "

State Department Wants No Reference to U.S. in Protests to Russia

Senator Javits told the Senate that the recent imposition of death sentences upon 12 Jews
ncluding four in Vilna, for illegal exchange transactions ""have sent a shudder throughout
he civilized world." Inhis speech, which touched off a floor discussion lasting almost one
wour, Senator Javits expressed fear "that such persecutions in a2 country where anti-Semi-
ic tradition is so deeply rooted as in the USSR, may well be the forerunner of even more
videspread oppression and tyranny, "

In the course of his remarks, Sen, Javits read into the Congressional Record the text
1f 2 letter from Assistant Secretary of State Frederick Dutton which suggested that the
ppeals from private religious groups in ‘this country might have an ameliorating effect
n the situation--a view which Mr, Dutton had previously set forth and for which Sen,
avits expressed support, :

The letter to Sen, Javits, like the one to Rep. Farbstein--also signed by Mr, Dutton--
sed essentially -the same language which Sen, Keating complained was contained in the
etter he received last December and then again this week, The Javits and Farbstein
stters reiterated the Department's position that the United States finds it "difficult to
ontribute to the direct solution of the problems of minorities in a territory where the
oviet Government exercises full control, ' Both letters also re-stated the U. S, position
1at any protests to the Soviet Union from private organizations should be made "'without
ny reference to the United States Government, ‘'

Senator Saltonstall, commenting on Sen. Javits' speech, said that appeals to the Soviet
‘nion on behalf of its Jewish citizens should be made "on humane grounds, with the hope
1at the Soviet Government will recognize what they are doing to human beings. '

Senator Bush, expressing shock about reports of Soviet anti-Jewish activities, told
1e Senate that he joins Sen. Javits "in any effort which may be made to persuade the
tate Department to take action and to express more vociferously our protest as a na-
on against this type of inhuman treatment."

House Gets Bill to Bar Aid to Countries Boycotting U. S. Jews

WASHINGTON, March 15, (JTA) -- Congressman James Roosevelt, Calibreia Democrat,
troduced a bill in the House of Representatives today to bar U.S. aid to any country which
scriminates against # merican citizens on the basis of race, religion or color. The measure

aimed specifically at the Arab bloc boycotts against nations or individuals dealing with Isreel.
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ESHKOL REVIEWS EFFECTS OF DEVALUATION; REPORTS SLIGHT RISE IN PRICES

TEL AVIV, March 15, (JTA) -- Finance Minister Levi Eshkol declared today, in a
summary of Israel's five-week experience with devaluation, that the average rise in prices
was slightly more than one-half of one percent.

Adding that if there had not been a two percent rise in prices in the month preceding
devaluation, there would be no excuse whatever for any increase in cost-of-living allow-
ances to workers, the Finance Minister reiterated his opposition to any such increases
before July. This is the date set in agr ts between facturers and the Histad-
rut, Israel's Labor Federation, for consideration of changes in the allowances.

He reported that while there had been a significant rise in prices in the first two weeks
following devaluation of the Israel pound to three to the United States dollar, a decline in
other prices brought the net increase to . 06 percent. Among prices that rose, he listed tea,
coffee, rice, toys and electrical appliances. Clothing and meat prices went down, he said,

He added that the recent action of the Treasury enabling Israelis traveling abroad to
take $250 with them, as weil as liberalization of some import duties, had brought down
the price of "black" dollars and that 2 further drop was expected. .He said there was
currently a ten percent difference between the official and the black market rate of the
dollar,

. The Finance Minister insisted that the principal remaining fiscal problem was that
involving the increase in cost-of-living allowances demanded by Histadrut officials. He
warned that if such boosts were not averted, unpleasant developments might follow be-
cause Isra:li industrialists had declared.that if they were compelled to pay higher wages,
they would not be able to maintain present prices. This, he added, could lead to a new
round of wage and price jumps.

NEW YORK U,J.A. RAISES $7, 500,000 AT DINNER LAUNCHING ITS 1962 DRIVE

NEW YORK, March 15, (JTA) -- Gifts amounting to $7, 500,000 were announced here
tonight at the inaugural dinner of the United Jewish Appeal of Greater New York launching
the 1962 campaign. Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller of New York, former Prime Minister
Moshe Sharett of Israel and Lord Mayor Robert Briscoe of Dublin were the principal speak-
ers of the evening.

Governor Rockefeller conducted a ceremony in which New York UJA board members,
who were the evening's guest of honor, received framed citations signed by the heads of
the six major Jewish welfare organizations whose world-wide programs are aided by the
New York UJA campaign. The Governor paid tribute to the UJA board members as lead-
ers in.a humanitarian endeavor he described as the "'greatest 'do-it-yourself' project in
American history, " L

Mr, Sharett spoke in his present capacity as chairman of the Jewish Agency for Israel,
which is resp ible for the transportation and resettlement of immigrants to that country
and is largely dependent on UJA funds to finance these operations. His address was heard
by the meeting in executive session, However, before the dinner, Mr, Sharett authorized
issuance of the following statement:

""The refugees bound for Israel realize they are in for a difficult phase of adaptation to
new conditions, new ways of life, new social patterns, and that they will have to exert them-
selves to the utmost to meet them, But they expect help and believe that they are entitled
to it. The provision of this help, on a sacle commesurate with the rapidly growing need,
is a matter of crucial, sharply focussed responsibility, which must be shared by the State
of Israel itself and the Jewish communities of the free world--particularly by the Jews of
the United States.

"Jews who are secure in the enjoyment of the boons of freedom and material well-being
must prove alive to the obligation that is resting upon them, in all its urgency and magni-
tude. Their reward will be the recognition that thanks to-their farsighted generosity, the
present chances of rescue were not missed, and a new future of productive and dignified
life has been secured for the multitudes so passionately striving for it,"

Presiding over the dinner was Charles Revson, a trustee of the United Jewish Appeal
of Greater New York., Other speakers included Jack D, Weiler, a chairman of New York
UJA's trustees, and Charles Bassine, who is servingasa general chairman of the 1962
campaign, along with Samuel Lemberg, State Attorney Louis J. Lefkowitz, and A, Louis
Oresman.

BEN-GURION STARTS TWO-WEEK VACATION; ESHKOL IS ACTING PREMIER

JERUSALEM, March 15. (JTA) -- Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion began a two-week
vacation today with Mrs. Ben-Gurion. During his absence Finance Minister Levi Eshkol
will be acting Prime Minister and Ben-Gurion will continue to direct defense matters, in
his capacity as Defense Minister, during his leave,

He will attend the first national convention of Bible study groups next week. There are
about 400 such groups in Israel, most of them made up of Women members,
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REFORM RABBIS CONDEMN SOVIET NUCLEAR TESTS; OPPOSE SUCH TESTS IN U.S.

NEW YORK, March 15, (JTA) -- Condemnation of the Soviet Union's action last fall
in resuming nuclear weapons tests in the atmosphere a2nd sharp concern over '"the pros-
pect' that the United States may shortly engage in similar tests was expressed here today
by leaders of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, representative body of the
Reform rabbinate.

""We are convinced,' the rabbis declared, '"that whatever scientific or military gains
might be forthcoming from such tests are more than offset by the further radioactive pollu-
tion of the atmosphere, and by the heightening of international tensions,"

These views coupled with a call to the 17 nation disarmament conference in Geneva
'"to end nuclear testing and the stockpiling of nuclear weapons' were expressed in a state-
ment by the CCAR's officers and executive board at the conclusion of a two~day meeting
at the organization's national headquarters here, The Central Conference of American
Rabbis has more than 800 members,

JEWISH VOCATIONAL SERVICES IN U,S, AIDED 98,000 PERSONS IN 1961

NEW YORK, March15, (JTA) -- More than 98,000 persons were aided in 1961 by
24 Jewish vocational services, located in the major cities in the United States and Canada,
according to the Jewish Occupational Council's annual report, submited to the organiza-
tion's board today by the Council's president, Samuel S, Greenberg, of Detroit,

_~Among the job-seekers aided during the year, he stated, wete”l, 700 Jewish refugees
recently arrived from Europe, Egypt and Cuba, Of that total, 2,000 were placed in jobs
directly, while many others found employment as a result of job counseling,

Mr, Greenberg also reported that the Jewish vocational services, during 1961, gave in-
dividual job counseling to 29, 000 persons; administered tests to 7, 340; and helped 28,000
Jewish youth through vocational guidance activities in cooperation with synagogues, tem-
ples, Jewish centers, and B'nai B'rith chapters and lodges,

SAN DIEGO TO REPRIMAND JEWISH STUDENT WHO PUNCHED ROCKWELL

SAN DIEGO, Calif, March 15, (JTA) -- The Jewish college student from Brooklyn
who punched George Rockwell on the jaw during the Nazi's lecture at the San Diego
State College last Thursday will be let off with a reprimand from. College president
Malcolm A, Love, officials announced today.

The reprimand for Edward Cherry, a senior, was recommended by the student body's
judicial board which noted that the punch was unpremeditated, The student belted the chief
of the American Nazi Party when Rockwell shoved him and refused to answer questions
about a speech in which he attacked American Jews., -

MINNEAPOLIS SYNAGOGUE SMEARED WITH SWASTIKAS FOR SECOND TIME

MINNEAPOLIS, March 15, (JTA) -- A Minneapolis synagogue was reported today to
have been smeared for the second time in three months with swastikas, The side doors
of Shareei Zedek Synagogue were defaced by two black spray-painted swastikas.

The synagogue was one of five Jewish buildings which were similarly smeared two
months ago. Theincident was the first since the Hennepin County Jewish War Veterans
formed a unit to maintain night vigil at Jewish community buildings. Police said that they
were certain "this is just a kid thing'' No arrests were made in the initial smearings.

CANADIAN AUTHORITIES WATCH ANTI-JEWISi{ MOVES OF PRO-ARAB GROUP

OTTAWA, March15. (JTA) -- The Canadian Federal Department of Justice is watch-
ing the activities of an organization, with headquarters at London; Ontario, which has been
disseminating anti-Israel and anti-Semitic literature under she imprint of the "Canadian
Friends of the Middle East," it was ascertained here today. An official of the Department
of Justice declared his office is "fully in the picture" about the activities and member~
ship of the organization,

Two pieces of literature, one mocking the fact that the Nazis murdered 6, 000, 000 Jews
during World War II, the other denying the legality of the existence of Israel and declar-
ing "the illegal.occupation of Palestine by the Jews will soon end, " have been circulated
by the group. The possibility was foreseen here today of a full probe into the activities
of the "Friends of the Middle East" by the Canadian Royal Mounted Police.

TERRORIST BOMB EXPLODES AT HOME OF JEWISH JOURNALIST IN GUATEMALA

GUATEMALA CITY, March 15. (JTA) -- A terrorist bomb exploded last night at the
home of a Jewish newspaperman, Isidoro Zarco on the opening night of the showing here
of the film, "Exodus."

Zarco said there was no connection between the two events, He blamed the Univers-
ity Students Association which he has been denouncing for their declaration of being on
strike against the government,
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WORLD EXECUTIVE OF CONFEDERATION OF GENERAL ZIONISTS MEETS IN N, Y.

NEW YORK, March15. (JTA) -- The third world conference of Gemeral Zionists headed
by Mrs, Rose L. Halprin and Dz, Israel Goldstein will be held in Amsterdam in the middle
of May, it was announced here today following a meeting of the executive of the Confedera-
tion held here,

The conference, which will open on May 20, will discuss the stand of the Confederation
on the issue of merger in General Zionism and other problems confronting the Zionist move-
ment today. The merger issue was also discussed at the executive meeting here which took
place this week at Hotel Barbizon Plaza,

Edel J, Horwitz, president of the United Zionist Association of South Africa and Rho-
desia and chairman of the South African Zionist Federation who participated at the meet-
ing, spoke of Zionist activities inhis country and concluded as follows: '"We in South
Africa are wholeheartedly with you on the principle of non-identification with any political
cntity in Israel, If a merger on such a basis, thatis, on strict observance of the princi-
ple of non-identification, is possible, then we are all for it."”

Pointing to the growth of the World Confederation of General Zionists since its re~
organization in 1958, and the increasing acceptance of the non-party approach to Zionism,
Mrs, Halprin, who chaired the meeting, declared that "‘affiliation with political parties in
Israel weakens the chances of achieving unity and maintaining harmony in Zionist ranks in
the Diaspora, '

The relations of Diaspora Jewry should not, Mrs, Halprin held, in any event be on a
political basis, but rather with the country as a whole, with Israel as a spiritual and cul-
tural focus for Jewish life, The advantage of a non-political approach is that the Con-
federation is free to view problems on their merit, unhampered by partyinterests and un-
restricted by party discipline, she declared,

CANADIAN ECONOMIC MiSSION LEAVES FOR ISRAEL FOR TWO-WEEK STUDY

OTTAWA, March 15, (JTA) -- An official 15-man Canadian economic mission left
Ottawa last night for Israel. The mission, representing a wide gamut of Canadian in-
dustries and commerce, was accompanied by Canadian officials. It will undertake a
two-week study of the Israeli economy,

At a farewell gathering at the Israeli Embassy, the Israel Ambassador, Yaacov Her-
zog, expressed the hope that 2 new era of Canadian Israeli economic cooperation would
develop,

LEO MINDLIN, EDITOR OF 'JEWISH FLORIDIAN,' GETS JEWISH JOURNALISM AWARD

MIAMI, March 15, (JTA) -- The Louis Lamed Award for distinguished Jewish journal-
ism was presented here tonight to Leo Mindlin, executive editor of the Jewish Floridian,
an English-Jewish weekly published here. The award, a scroll, was given to Mr. Mindlin
for his '"outstanding presentation of the Jewish Book Month in a series of articles appear-
ing in the Jewish Floridian which was expert in its reporting and deeply analytical of Jew-
ish culture in the American-Jewish community today, '

Mr. Mindlin is a former member of the English Department of the University of Miami
and the holder of the Alliance Francaise Award of the French Government. He is 2 mem-
ber of the Board of the Anti-Defamation League and of the American Friends of the Hebrew
University. The presentation of the award was made by Dr. Judah J, Shapiro, secretary
of the National Foundation for Jewish Culture in a ceremony at the Fontainebleau Hotel
here presided over by Stanley Myers, noted Jewish community leader, and attended by
civic leaders and representatives of the Jewish community,

13c-MEMBER DELEGATION OF B'NAI B'RITH FETED BY JEWISH AGENCY IN ISRAEL

JERUSALEM, March 15, (JTA) -~ A 130-member delegation of B'nai B'rith members
from throughout the United States were guests at a reception here today tendered by the
executive of the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem,

The visitors were greeted by Zvi Lurie, member of the exccutive, Dr. Israel Gold-
stein, chairman of the Keren Hayesod and A. Avidor, on behalf of the Israel Foreign
Ministry. A spokesman for the delegation called for strengthened cooperation between
B'nai B'rith and the Zionist movement.

DANIEL PERSKY, DEAN OF HEBRE WRITERS, IN U,§,, DIES IN NEW YORK; WAS 74

NEW YORK, March 15, (JTA) -- Daniel Persky, honorary president and a founder of
the HistadruhlIvrith of America, died early this morning after a short illness at the age
of 74, He was considered the dean of Hebrew writers in America.

Born in Minsk, Russia, he came to this country in 1906 and immediately began devot-
ing his time to fostering the revival of the Hebrew language both in its written and spoken
forms. He was a well known and prolific author and editor, He edited and contributed to
Hebrew newspapers both in the United States and in Israel. He turned out many books, the
rmost recent, Lashon Nekiah,dealing with Hebrew philology and published a month ago.



