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EGYPTIAN ENVOY PROTESTS TO STATE DEPT, AGAINST PICKETING OF 'CLEOPATRA'

WASHINGTONM, April 20, (JTA) -- The United Arab Republic today made known its
"'official concern' in a protest to the State Department over the refusal of American dock-
workers to unload the Egyptian freighter Clcopatra in New York harbor.

United Arab Republic Ambassador Mostafa Kamel delivered the protest personally to
G. Lewis Jones, Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs. The Ambassador
said the picketing was "unfair discrimination" that could undermine American -UAR rela-
tions, He asked the Government to intervenc with the Seafarers' Union and Longshoremen's
Association to bring about the unloading of the Cleopatra and other UAR ships,

Ambessador Kamel said the UAR maintained certain restrictions against Israeli ship-
ping because of a technical state of war, But no "state of war" exists between America and
the UAR, the Ambtassador argued, (The Unions are picketing the Egyptian ship in New York
because of UAR discrimination against American ships trading with Israel.)

Mr. Jones reassured the Ambassador that the New York picketing did not reflect the
official policy of the United States, The Ambassador was inforned that it would be diffi-
cult if not impossible for the Department of Stae to intervene with the picketing unions
to ¢nd the boycott against UAR ships,

(In Cairo, U.S. Ambassador G, Frederick Reinhart discussed the 'Cleopatra case'
with Mahmoud Fawzi, Foreign Minister of the United Arab Republic. It wasunderstood
that Mr. Reinhart pointed out that the Unitcd States Government had no legal means of
forcing the maritime workers to discontinue picketirg the Egyptian ship except through
the courts and the courts took time. The Ambassador was said to have reminded the
Arab officials that in last year$ steel strike not even the President of tic United States
could take swift action. )

Socialist International to Urge Picketing of Egyptian Ships

L AVIV, April 20. (JTA) -- The Socialist International Conference, slated to open
within a  few days in Haifa, is expected to urge trade unions throughout the free world
to follow the example of the two major American maritine unions which have blockaded an
Egyptian ship for the first time in New York, it was reported here today,

Other leading issucs reported scheduled for discussion are the Middle East situation,
the Arab boycott and cooperation with African and Asim nations, About 100 delegates
from four continents will take part in the conclave,

The British delegation will be led by Hugh Gaitskell, leader of the Labor party opposi-
tion. French delegates will be led by former Premicr Guy Mollet, th: West German dele-
gation by Eric Ollenhauer, and the Belgian by Victor Laroque, former Minister for Belgian
Foreign Affairs,

The delegation from India will include Asoka Mchta, chairman of the Indian Socialist
party and leader of the opposition, There will also be delegations from Burma, Nepal,
various African cauntries and from Latin America, The delegation from the Mapai and
the World Union of Zionist Socialist parties will be led by former Isracl Prime Minister
Moshe-Sharett and will include Mrs, Golda Meir, Isracl's Foreign Minister,

Tke Mapai delegation will also include representatives of the Arab workers, Presidernt
Ben-Zvi will give a special reception to the delegates and Prime Minister David Ben-
Gurion will give a luncheon, The delegates will take part i Israel's Independence Day
Day festivities starting May 1,

Five American Vesscls Picketed by Syrian Port Workers

WASHINGTON, April 20, (JTA) -- Syrian port workers today picketed three American
freighters and two oil tankers in the port of Latakia dnd in the oil poit of Banias in retaliation
for thi American union's boycott of the Cleopatra, it was reported here today,

Syrian authorities said American vessels would not be unloaded or loaded in United
Arab Republic ports until the Cleopatra is serviced in New York,







