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BEN GURION TAKES LEAVE FROM PREMIERSHIP; REMAINS DEFENSE MINISTER

JERUSALEM, July 7. (FTA) -- David Ben!Gurion today administered another snub to
the four left-wing Ministers--who opposed the Israel arms pact with West Germany- -by
announcing he was taking an indefinite leave of absence from the Premiership. He said
he would continue his duties as Defense Minister and also would continue as Acting
Minister during the absence on a South American tour o Mrs. Golda Meir,

This situation would permit Mr. Ben Gurionto abstain from sitting at the same table
with the dissident left-wing Ministers in a caretaker Government. As Defense Minister
he need not attend all Cabinet meetings, while as Premier he must preside at every meet-
ing. Last night Mr. Ben Gurion snubbed the Mapam and Achdut Avodah Ministers when he
ostentatiously took a seat on the Mapai benches in the Knesset, Israel's Parliament, in-

stead of at the usual place at the center table. He is usually flanked and faced by the leit-
wing Ministers when he sits at the center table.

He was criticized for both actions. The press disapproved of his plan to retire tem—
porarily to his retreat at Sde Boker, a kitbutz in the Negev. Even the vehemently anti-
leftist organ of tke ultra-Orthodox AgudatIsrael advised Mr. Ben Gurion "to control his
anger' and not abandon administration of the Government. The newspaper said that if
Mr. Ben Gurion felt that personal honar did not permit him to finish out his coalition
partnership with Mapam and Achdut Avodah, then the stand had the same validity for the
Minister whom ke would ask to deputize for him as Premier.

Mr. Ben Gurion apparently was nct deterred from his opposition to having anything to
do with the leftist Ministers even though it was practically certain that the present coali-
tion- -including the Mapam and Achdut Avodah--would continue as a caretaker Government,
So far the Mapai, Mr. Ben Gurion's party, had failed to obtain passive support of the oppo-
sition General Zionist or National Religious Party for a minority Government without the
two leftist parties until tke November elections.

The other criticism came from one of the four left-wing Cabinet members, Israel
Bar-Yehuda of Achdut Avodah, the Minister of the Interior. Commenting on last night’s
''demonstration’ when Mr., Ben Gurion sat on the Mapai benches in Knesset, Mr. Bar-
Yehuda said today this was a contravention of the law which bans demonstrations within

a certain distance from the Knesset building. He said :"a demonstration inside tle Knesset
is more serious. "

President Ben Zvi Confers with General Zionists and Herut

Meanwhile, President Ben Zvi continued today his consultations with party leaders on
the formation of a new government. He met this afternoon separately with deputations of
the right-wing Herut and the General Zionists. He was expected to consult tomorrow with
leaders of the National Religious Party, left-wing groups, the Communists, the Progress—
ive Party and the ultra-Orthodox Agudat Israel.

The dissident Ministers of Mapam and Achdut Avodah today made public copies of let-
ters they sent to the President in which they disputed Mr. Ben Gurion's versiom of the West
German arms crisis which led to his resignation. In almost identical letters, the four

left-wing Ministers asserted that Mr. Ben Gurion disregarded a unanimous 1954 resolution
of the Knesset against arming West Germany.

They also disputed the argument that the sale of the $3, 000, 000 worth of Israel-made
arms to West Germany was necessary for the security of Israel. The Ministers also
asserted it was Mr, Ben Gurion who brought atout public discussion of the arms agree-
ment, following disclosure in a West Geman newspaper of the pact, and that it was Mr. Ben

Gurion who had insisted ion a debate in Kneset which 'he now states caused injury to tle
state and jeopardized its security.'

Germans Watch the Government Crisis in Israel; Laud Ben Gurim

BONN, July 7. (JTA) -- Widespread public attention in West Germany was reported
focussed today on the Government crisis in Israel provoked by disclosure of the agree-
ment to sell $3, 000, 000 worth of Israel-made arms to the Bonn Government.

The Germans
were reported to be surprised by tle uproar in Israel.

Meanwhile, Israel's Purchasing
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Mission here and Bonn officials todsy denied the report tha.t Israe! P
from West Germany had been placed as surety for the delivery of the 250, 000 weapons.

Many leading newspapers acclaimed today Prime Minister D_avid Be'n Gurio'n's state-
ment during the arms debate last week that he Wogld welcome diplomatic relations .‘imh
West Germany. Editorial opinions expressed or implied that the time had come to "nor-
malize'' relations between the two nations.

U,S, GOVT, FAVORS LEGISLATION ENCOURAGING PRIVATE INVESTMENT IN ISRAEL

WASHINGTON, July 7, (JTA) -- Administration spokesmcnltodaj igdicate_d that the
U.S. Government favorsiegislation which would encourage Anerican private investments
in Israel, They gave limited approval to a legislative proposal for tax incentives as a
means of stimulating private investment abroad in underdeveloped countries like Israel.

In testimony before the House Ways and Means Committee, spckesmen for t}}e Com -
merce and Treasury Departments endorsed the idea of tax deferral and other incen-
tives provided they would be limited only to investments in underdeveloped countries.

The legislation under discussion was introduced by Rep. Hale Boggs, Louisiéna
Democrat. It would promote American private overseas business and industrial invest-
ments with a view to ultimate reduction of foreign aid.

HAMMARSKJOLD REPORTS TO ISRAEL ON HIS CAIRO TALKS ON SUEZ BLOCKADE

JERUSALEM, July 7.(JTA) -- Israel officials disclosed today they had received a
report from United Nations Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold on his recent Cairo
talks on the Suez Canal blockade of Israel shipping, They declined comment s the report
which was received here yesterday.

Prime Minister David Ben Gurion will, it was understood, submit the report to the
Cabinet with his observations on it in writing. Continuing to spurn his four leftist coali-
tion partners in the Government, he indicated he would not attend the Cabinet meeting
Sunday and will have Finance Minister Levi Eshkol serve as his deputy at the meeting.

HAIFA SUBWAY NOT TO RUN SATURDAYS; ISSUE.SETTLED BY PRESIDENT

JERUSALEM, July 7. (JTA) -- The Haifa Municipality has received and decided to-
heed a request from President Ben Zvi against operation of the Haifa subway on Satur-
days, it waslearned today.

Reports that the subway would operate on Saturdayswhen. it opens next month stirred
a country-wide controversy. Religious Party leaders called on both Prime Minister
David Ben Gurion and President Ben Zvi to urge that they use their influence against
Sabbath subway schedules, .

While the activities of the President's office in such situations generally are not pub-
licized, it was learned that the President had intervened with Haifa municipal officials.
ISRAEL'S CHIEF RABBIS URGE BOYCOTT OF PARLEY GALLED BY MINISTER

TEL AVIV, July 7.(JTA) -- The Chief Rabbis of Israel, in an open break with Rabbi
Jacob Toledano, the Minister of Religions, today urged Israel rabbis to boycott a con-
vention called by Rabbi Toledano.

Rabbi Toledano, who was appointed Minister of Religions over the opposition of the
Chief Rabbinate when Moshe Shapiro quit the position in last year's Who isa Jew" con-
troversy, said he had called the convention here to explain variais rulings against deci-
sions of the Chief Rabbinate. Rabbi Toledano lad contended that such decisions were
adopted without a required quordim and were therefore invalid,

He said he also wanted to explain and "expose" various accusations made against him
by opponents who, he contended, were close to theNational Religious Party which left the

coalition Government with the resignation of Mr. Shapiro and three other Religious Party
Cabinet members.

The Chief Rabbinate's request for a rabbinical boycott of the convention noted that
"for more than 40 years nobody has dared to convene therabbis of Israel without the per-
mission of, or against the will of, the Chief Rabhinate." Other rabbis demanded that
Rabbi Toledano be relieved of his rabbinical authority because of his activity which they
clarged was against "the basic principles of every rabbi in Israel, "

VIENNA POLICEARREST LEADER.OF ARMED NEO-NAZI ORGANIZATION IN AUSTRIA

VIENNA, July 7. (JTA) -- Police announced the arrest today of Alfred Hager, leader
of an armed secret neo-Nazi organization, and two of his followers. Tle police said the
goal of the organization was to resurrect in secret the Nazi Storm Troopers of the
Hitler era.
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SOVIET EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON DISSEMINATES ARTICLE ON BIRO-BIDIAN

WASHINGTON, July 7. (JTA) -- The Soviet Embassy here today circulated to the
press an article by a Jewish writer in Biro-Bidjanaimed at showing that Jewish life is
going on in the former Jewish autonomous regim. However, aside from generalities
about the economy and educational institutions of the region, the article does not indicate
any specific Jewish activities in those fields.

Published in celebration of the 25th anniversary of the establishment of the ""Jewish
Autonomous Region, ' the article mentions that one of the main streets of the city of
Biro-Bidjan is named after the Yiddish writer, Sholom Aleichem. It also mentions that
the railway station bears the name of the town "in Yiddish and Russian."

Yakov Gurevich, assistant editor of the Yiddish newspaper, Birobidjaner Stern,
reported in the article that Biro-Bidjan contains a teachers' school which has graduated
more than 2, 000 students- -but there is no indication as to how many of these graduates
are Jews, The writerreports that the town has a Sholom Aleichem Library, containing
""'some 100, 000 volumes ¢ political and scientific works, as well as fiction, a great many
of which are in the Yiddish language." There are two newspapers--one of whichis the
paper on which Mr. Gurevich works, in Yiddish, the other in Russian.

Throughout the article, Jews are mentioned--but only in general context, without
any details as to: numbers, Jews are reportedly among the workers in the village &
Waldheim, in Amurzet, and in anearby collective farm named after the late Josef Stalin:
Jewish names are mentioned among the founders of these villages, among them Yekhiel
P .k, Natan Brandman and Semyon Fuchsman.

The article states that the region has five representatives in the Soviet of Nationali
ties of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, and one deputy to tle Supreme Soviet of the Russian
Soviet Federation of Soriet Republics. Among those named is Vera Gleizer, identified as
principal of the Biro-Bidja boarding school.

JEWS IN TUNISIA CONTRIBUTE GOLD IN SUPPORT OF NATIONAL CURRENCY

TUNIS, July 7. (JTA) -- A delegation of goldsmiths from the bazaars of Tunis, whose
overwhelming majority are Jews, was received by President Bourguiba. They handed to
him 15 kgms. of gold as their corporation's contribution to the campaign launched by the
Government in support of the national currency.

The delegation assured the President of the guild's wholehearted devotion to his per-
son and the cause he stands for. In his answer the President said: "It pleases me to pay
my respects to 211, Mcslems and Jews, I congratulate you on this act of faith and hope
that with our unity Tuhisia will always be prosperous. "

The Tunisian press has been devoting articles during the last weeks to the relations
between '"Moslem Tunisians' and ""Jewish Moslems!' All riewspapers are unanimous in
their declarations that "all Tunisians, be their religion what it may, are equal before the
law. ' The "Petit Matin' writes: "Moslems and Jews do not forget that their destinies are
identical with that of the country which they inhabit, the fatherland which is common to
them, and which leads them to peace, productive work and fraternal understanding. "

NAZI VICTIMS IN GERMANY DEMAND SPEEDY PROCESSING OF INDEMNIFICA TION
DUSSELDORF, July 7. (JTA) -- An acceleration inthe processing of indemrificatin
claims was demanded here today at a conference of the Association of Social Democrat
Victims of Nationalist Socialism.
Asserting that "indemnification is not a fiscal but a moral task, '' Herbert Wehner,
vice-chairman of the Social Democratic mrty, told the conference that former Nazis
have been able to satisfy their claims quicker than have the victims of the Third Reich.

GERMAN AND ISRAELI STUDENTS HOLD PARLEY; DISCUSS JEWISH TOPICS

ISERLOHN, Germany, July 7. (JTA -- A four-day conference of German anl Israel
students ended tcday at the Evangelische Akademie of this North-Rhine Westphalian city.

The student delegates discussed such topics as the contribution of the Jewish people
to European thought and the creation of the State of Israel. The delegates heard lectures
by two famous Christian theologians, Prof. Karl Thieme and Pastor Albrecht Gees, and
a talk by H. Hess, a representative of the Israel Purchasing Mission.

GERMAN YOUTHS IN WESTPHALIA BUILD FIDDLES FOR ORPHANS IN ISRAEL

MUNSTER, July 7. (JTA) -- Boys and girls in Westphalia were reported today busy
with a new project: Building fiddles for orphans in Isrzl. Ten instruments have already
been completed by Munster young people and will be sent to Israel.
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JEWISH IMMIGRANTS REPORTED ADJUSTING THEMSEL VES IN AUSTRALIA

NEW YORK, July 7. (JTA -- Jewish immigrants to Australia from Eastern European
countries are "adjusting very well and are helping to strengthen the Australian Jewish
community, " Carlos L. Israels, president of United Hias Service, reported today.

Mr, Israels’ report followed several conferences which Leon Fink, president of the
Australian Jewish Welfare and Welfare Society of Melbourne, had with him and other
United Hias officials, including James Rice, executive director. The ‘f.ustrahan Jewish
community leader emphasized at these conferences that by strengthening our nu}'nbers
through immigrationinto our country with United Hias cooperation we have made im -
portant headway toward survival in a religious and cultural sense. '

Since 1947, the Jewish population in Australia has increased from 32, 000 to 65, 0.00=
primarily through immigration. The two main centers of Jewish population are Mei-
bourne and Sydney, Mr. Israels stated in his report. During the past four years, more
than 5, 000 Jews from Europe, as well as Egypt and North Africa, were resettled in
Australia through the joint efforts of the local Jewish community and the migration agenc;.

JOUNG ISRAEL TO EXPLORE POSSIBILITY OF J OINING WORLD ZIONIST MOVEMENT

NEW YORK, July 7. (JTA) -- The National Council of Young Israel 'will explore the
possibility of joining the World nist Organization, "' it was announced here today by
Elijah Stein, newly-elected president of the organization.

The announcement was made following the 47th annual Young Israel convention which
was addressed by Moshe Shapiro, former member of the Israel Cabinet, wto called upon
the organization ""to contribute to Israel the same program of traditional Jewry that it
has given to America. "

The convention wa also addressed by Dr. Judd Teller, political secretary of the Jew -
ish Agency. He outlined Young Israel's positive program of Judaism and indicated thaz
by yoining the World Zionist Organization, the orthodox voice would have greater streng®
on the American and Israeli scene.

Reports on the Kashrut situation in Americ: were discussed at the convention.
Rabbinical bodies were called upon to desist from individual endorsements and to.
organize themselves into a community kashrut board. The convention decided, among
other tprojects, to develop 2 scholarship program to help foster Yeshiva education on
the American scene.

BELGIAN JEW GIVES $100, 000 FORHOME FOR AGED; J, D. C, HELPS WITH FUNDS

BRUSSELS, July 7. {JTA) -- Officials of the Government of Belginm, civic and wel-
fare leaders and Jewish community leaders participated in cornerstone laying ceremonies
for the new wing of the Jewish Home for the Aged here. Queen Elizabethis patron of
the Home',

Speakers included Israel’s Ambassador Gideon Raphael, Brussels Chief Rabbi Kahien-
berg, Louis Kraft for the Joint Distribution Committee ahd the Claims Conference ard
Simon! Haim, a leading Brussels merchant who contributed 5, 000, 000 Belgian francs
{$100, 000) to the wing. The balance is being provided by the * JDC, the Glaims Conference
and the Brussels Jewish community. Total construction costs are estimated at $440, 000.

The rew wing will have 60 beds tohelp ease the problems of the aged among Brusseis
Jewry. They are estimated to constitute 12 percent of the total Jewish population, a
percentage slightly higher than that of the aged in the total city popuiation.

SINATHOSPITAL INBALTIMORE SOLD; JEWS BUILD NEW $20, 000, 000 HOSPITAL

BALTIMORE, July 7. (JTA) -- The present 312-bed Sinai Hospital has been sold at
auction here for $708, 000, Joseph Meyerhoff, president of the Associated Jewish Chari-
ties,announced today. The high bidder was George W. Mitcheli, president of a large local
plumbing and heating contracting firm, who has not yet disclosed what use wiil be made
of tle buildings.

The present hospital, which is located directly opposite Johns Hopkins Hospital i
Baltimore, will close this fali whe1Sinai moves into a new 4 80-bed $20, 000, 000 str:
now nearing canpletion. Located on a 195-acre site in the northwestern section of the
‘ty, the new Sinai hospital will consist of seven buildings including a research building
and nursing school.

PHILADELPHIA FEDERATION APPROVES $560, 000 FOR GRATZ COLLEGE BUILDINZ

. PHILADELPHIA, July 7. (JTA) -- A new building program for Gratz College, inwvolv-
‘ng more than $500, 000, has been approved by the board of the Federation of Jewish Agen-
cies of' Greater Philadelphia.

Thiis amount includes $280.000 already raised for the purpose through the Aliied Jew:s
Appeal, and $280, 000 to be accumulated in the AJA drives over the next six years.



