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ISRAEL CABINET 'FORMALLY ACCEPTS BEN GURION AS DEFENSE MINISTER

S e

JERUSALEM, ‘Feb. 20; A(ITA) -= David Ben Gurion formally became Israel's
Minister of Defense today following a meeting of the, Cabinet at which Premier
Moshe Sharett reported on the resignation of Pxn:has Lavon from the posl which
Mr. Ben Gurion haa agreed to take over.. .

- Premier Sharett gave a detailed account to the Cabinet of “the reasons for Mr, .
Lavon!s resignation. . An cfficial announcement issued following: the -meeting of the "

Cabinet sdid that the resi| ion was. precipi d by Mr, Sharett's refusal to agree
to Mr, Lavon's pr 1s for ch in the def set-up,
Mr. Ben Gurion's dramaﬁc return to ofi:ce m the Israel Government, after 4
of ‘s , Was in a broad by Prémier Sharett,

Accordmg to-reliable.scurces, Mr. Ben Gurion accepted the defense portfolio on
the appeal of. hig party colleagues becanse of the gravity of the securny simat!on
dnd the pos 1bx!ity of a Cabinet crisis,

. Activities Preceding ‘Ben Gurion®:

The Jeérusalem Poat, in ad exclu e cucumunnﬁnl report. described today

the- feverish activities which p ded the, that the veteran
.Israel leader had agrced to emexge from. retirement in the Negev to assume a key
cabinet post, According to this paper's report, Premier Sharett sent a delegation
to Mr. ‘Ben Gurion composed of two ‘close ‘a85ctidtes in the Mapai Party. I..abor R
Minigter Golda Myerson and Mordethai Nami: general of the Hi .
the General Labor Federation of Israel, THh ve Mr, Ben Gurion a full report of
the situation with respect to' Mr.Lavon and conveyed to him Mr,’ Sharett': personal
request that he assume the Defensé portfolio; * *

" ‘Mzs. Meyerson 1eft the Ben ‘Gurion retreatat Sdeh Boker in the Negev and ‘met
Mr. Sharett at nine o'clock:at Kibbuts Nétzér'Sereni, where he had participated in -
a memorial mecting, She gave the' Premier' Mr: Ben Gurim's affirmative response
and ‘Mz, Sharett thereupon iuued the stateme‘ t which informed che nation ot Mr, |
Ben Gurion's return; .~

‘Return Described

Sharp criticism o the procedm-e whic to Mr. Ben Gux'ion's rem to the::
Cabinet was voiced in the right and Ieft-wing newspapers. These papers charged
that no’ consideration had been gw!u

. Mr Sharett's alleged failure to consult Mapai's par!nzrs in the Cabinet came
under heavy fire from Haarets and Haboker, General Zionist organs, and from
Hatzofeh, the Mizrachi paper. This failure, they. asserted, made the Defense Min-
istry a "Mapai monopoly. "
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SYRIANS INVADE ISRAEL _TERRITORY; HURLED BACK ACROSS FRONTIER

TEL AVIV, Feb, 20, (ITA)} -~ A Syrian force invaded Israel territory in Upper
Galilee, but was driven off after determined resistance by settlers. The Syrian
thrust was aimed at the settlement of Gonen, whose settlers hurled the Synans back
across the frontier. The Arabs kept up a continuous fire from their posts until the
Israelis directed a heavy curtain of fire at them and silenced them,

Israel security forces clashed with Arab infiltrators in 16 separate incidents
during the week ending February 16, it was announced today. In addition, there were
seven Arab-Israel inci ing Arab violati of Israel's border.

HEAT, LACK OF RA]N, DESTROY HALF OF ISRAEL'S CROP

TEL AVIV, Feb, 20, (JTA) -- The unseasonable heat and lack of rain which has
prevailed in Israel in recent weeks has:alread deatroycd half of the winter crop and
threatens the rgmamder, an expert of the' Mi ry of Agriculture revealed today
following a:tour of the drought areas. Farmers have been hit most 'desperately in
the Scuthern Negev, the J Valley and the Upper Ephraim -Plateau,

Unless four inches of rain falls soon, P? say, the 3t of the winter
crop will be lost and the summer crop will be in danger, ' It is not even poasxble to -
SoW’ the next crop now because of th: extreme dryness of the soil,

JEWS OUTSIDE OF !SRA EL MUST LEARN HEBREW TO SUR VIVE,GOLDMANN SAYS

NEW YORK, Feb, 20, (JTA) ~- "Jewry's continuity is in greater. jeopardy today
than ever before in Jewish hxstory, " Dr. Nahum Goldmann, chairman of the Jewish -
Agency, said tonight at a dinner given in his honor by the Histadrut Ivrith of America,
an organization promoting the Hebrew language and culture in the United States, He
pointed out that Hebrew can become a "centrifugal force" uniting all Jews.

£dvising the Jews outside of Israel to adopt Hebrew as their second language, Dr.
Goldmann said: ""Six million Jews were physically lost to us as a result of Nazi
genocide, Another two and a half million are divorced from us spiritually by fiat
and repression in the countries.behind the Iron Curtain, Then thereis the horrible
prospect that- many: small Jewish communities will be further reduced in numbers
through assimilation and inter-marriage. The dager of fading away,the most ignoble
death of all, faces American Jewry no less than-other Jewries. ’

"Hebrew alone, living Hebrew, can- assure ’ulrvival,"nr. Goldmann continued.
"This language, communicating the ideas and values. of living Jewish tradition, must
becorre the acquisition nf a ma;ority of the American jewish community, and it is -

if United States and wotld Jewry, eupeciauy Israel,

is to be mamtained,and our survival d ds - on. g r 0

The dinner, marking the Ter lebration. of the ibution of Hebrew
Culture toward 300 years of Jewish’ senlement in the United Statea, “was the occa=
sion of two events: 1,. The Nahum G Fo was d by the His~

tadrut Ivrith; an annual award to the foremost Hebrew educator will be made by the
tounda:wn. 2. A spec:al scroll was presented to Columbia University in recognition
of that i and’ i -of Hebrew culture; Dr. Edgar G.
Miller, Dean of the Graduate Facultys accepted the scroll on:behalf of the university,

Three Hebrew educators were' citedat the di:mer in’ recognidon of their role in
spreading the knowledge of the' Hebrew languaga ‘and meratpre in the United Siates,
They are Boris Margolin-and Abrah » past P id of the Histadrut
Ivrith, and Daniel Persky, who has ibuted g: y to the diffusion of He
literature in'the United States, . e P
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ISRAEL PLANS TO DIG HUGE CANAL FROM MEDITERRANEAN TO DEAD SEA

TEL AVIV, Feb. 20, (JTA) -- Final preparations for a giant hydroelectric pro-
ject which would yield 500, 000, 000 kilowatts annually are now under way, it was re-
ported here,.. The electuczty will be generated by the flow of Mediterranean waters
into: the Dead Sea-through-a-45-mile long canal The entire pro;ect w:ll cost an esti-
mated 100, 000, 000 Israel: pounds. - i

The’ canal, which will be 65 feet wide and ten feet deep. will start near the,
Kishon River, cross the Jezreel Valley to a point - south of Lake Kinneret,. and flow
i.nto the Jcrdan River toward the Dead Sea.

After prod\lcing the electnr.xty, the waters of the ocean would flow into the Dead
Sea), where they would keep the water at its pregent level, The Dead Sea's water
level would otherwisé be lowered by Israel and Jordan water and irrigation plans |
which contemplate the use of water from the Jordan and Yarmuk Rivers. Electri-

- city produced by this project will be 40 percent cheaper than present mechnds, wlnch
require large amounts. of fuel, -

At the same time,’ other smal!er clectric ati will be blished, The most
important of these :will be north of Lake Kinneret near Tabgha, where Jordan waters
can be used'to operate mrbmea,because of-an 830 foot dzrop by the Jordan waters
into the lake, .

ISRAEL TO SPEND $Al. 000, 000 ON IRRIGA TION DURING CURRENT YEAR'
e S

e —————————————————————————————————

NEW YORK, Feb.' 20, (JTA) --- Israel's irrigation target for 1955, which will
be sought with the aid of American Jews,. is to add 200,000 dunam<-about 50, 000
‘acres-~to the irrigated area of the country ata cost of $41, 000,000, Dewey D, Stone,
national chairman~elect of the United ‘Israel Appeal, announced here ‘today in a spe-
cial report to the organization's board of directors. This blueprint will bring the
total area under irrigation in Israel to 1,000, 000 dunam by the end of 1955, -

"We are,. of course, deeply gratified, " Mr. Stone stated, 'to‘hear reports of
rappr Israel and her Arab neighbors on‘using the Sea of

Galuu as:a reservoir for rainwater. We hail the efforts of Eric'Johnston, Presi-
dent Eisenhower's peunnal envoy to the Middle East,and of the United States gov-
ernment, for seeking to, P ful and effective solution of these important
irrigaticn, probléms Tor the welfare of the people of the whole, region, At'the same
time, however, the UIA and its agencies, are continuing to.carry out on.schedule an
extensive zntcrnal irrigation network - which will make poss:ble the absorpuon ni
needy:. newcomer- to IsraeL,"

* Of the total of $41, 000,000 to be spent for 1rr£gahon durmg the course of the
current year, a minimum of $9, 000, 000 will be provided by the United Israel ‘Appeal
budget, The balance will be spent by the Israel Government, :[UIA agencies are

: d:uctly concerned with irrigation projects tp ¢reate a productive agricultural frame-
‘work for the reuttlement of immigrants entering the country, particularly the
30 000 Jewu who are expeeted from North Africa during 1955, .

Mr.Stone described as the most important event in the field of irngatxon this
year the openi y late of the Yark liné which will carry
100, 000, 000 cubic meters of water annually frorn sprlngs near Tel Aviv to parched
areas, in the' Negev..:-

JOHNSTON RETURNS TO ISRAEL; CONFERS WXTH SHARETT ON. WATER PRQTEET

. JERUSALEM Feb, 20, (JTA) -~ Ambassador Eric Johnston, President Eisen-
hower's persnnal envoy to'the Near. East, .arrived here today after confererices in
the Arab states. He met with Premier Moshe Sharett.apd reported on tentative
agreéments reached with the Arab states, . Témorrow. ke will go to Tel Aviv to
start 3 new seriea of talks thh Israel watar and power development’experts,
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ADENAUER: ASSURES GOLDMA I!N !ND'-"MNIFICA TION LAW WILL BE IMPR OVED

NEW YORK, Feb. 20., (J'JA) W t German Chancellor Konrad Adenauer
assured the Conference on Jewisn Matérial’Claims Against Germany that major
amendments to improve the present Fedcral Indemnification Law can be expected
within the next few months, ‘it was announced nere today by the Conference.

Chancellor Adenauer declared that his government and tke parlianient were déter-
mined to effect these amendments before the summer recess and to accelerate thée
processing of the claims of the vxcnms of Nazi persecution, 4

The Chancellor's assurances were contamed m a lettér to Df, ‘Nahum Goldmann.
presid of the Conference, The lettér was in reply to an appeal for action on sev-

. eral :3 ded. impr ts ia (he l.aw w}nch were submitted

" by the Conference board of di ollowing its récent meeti gs in Fane. et
At the request of the board, Dr. Goldmann wrote to ch lor Adenauer on ‘

. February 6th, calling his attention to the lag " in implémenting the
made by the West German Government ‘in behalf of mdwxdual vxchma of Nazi perse-

cution and recommendmg certain important improvements,

"In its essence, " Dr. Goldmann wrote, “theindemnification legislation must be
simplified. ” The iz of téchnicalities which are strangling the law must be
abolished, The insistence upon deétailed (docimentaiy) proof, Wwhick'is almost im=
possible to obtain, must be eliminated, . Thereis need for expanding the categories
of persons entitled to compensaﬁm ané increasing the amounts to be paid. Advaace
payments must be fac;htated and the machinery. for bandhng the claims must be
enlarged and improved, .

"Perhaps most xmpurtant of all, ‘however, the 9pxnt which ammated the ensct~
ment of the Jaw. must somehow be cnmmumcated down to every ol'fxcnal until the com-

pensation which was prolmsed to the clai 1 " not ly a hope but a
reahty. " Dr.; Goldmann pointed out in his’ letter.
* In hi§ reply, ‘Chancellor Adenauer wrote: I am.acquainted with the laints

which'have arisen particularly:abroad, as a result of the slow pace of individual
compensation, " In order to bring aboutquick. and. effective improvements, new
‘efforts are now bemg made. A working committee has been formed; consisting of
the the highest compensation authorities of the Laen~
der and the Parties of the Bundestag, which is preparing as: speedily as pnsnble .
an amendment to thc Federal Indemification law. "

‘The' Chancellor ‘stressed the fact that "it is assured that tle amendments.can then
be enacted in'the shortest possible time, certainly before the summer recess of the
‘Bundestag and Bundesrat; " He also assured Dr.-Goldmann that the most earnest
attention will-be given to the :pcc;fic recommendations of the Claims Cooference
which are being d im Conference representa=
tives and officials of the Federal Government. .

- V-

98 PERCENT. OF GERMANS ‘WOULD WEGCOME HITLER: SURVEY' IN’DLCATES

LONDON, Feb, 20. (JTA) == Forty-nine of every 50 Germans, waild welcome.
. Hitler today as the "man who gave them the best years oi theu- hves. " the Sunday
..Chronicle. :epoﬂqd today from: Berlinr on the basis of a’ 1
..public opinion which the Chronicle says has become A best ae!l.er (37

‘The survey, result'of eight years of stidy by “its authnrs, has rcaused concern’
among Wést'German officials, the Chronicle said, The.German officials fear. that
its revelations will have an ﬂdversa efiect on pubhc opmmn in the Umted smte s,
Britain and Frarce. :
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U.s. MUSICIANS OBJECT TO CONCERTS BY "NAZI- D" BER ‘ORCHESTRA

NEW YORK; Feh: 20. (JTA) == A peti calhng for caneellation of three
scheduled concerts at Carnegie Hall by the:Berlin Philhaymonic Orchestra, which
arrives in the United States next Sunday to open a six-week tour of 21 cities in the
Uaited States and Canada, has been’ sngned by about 750 inérhbers of the American
Federatibn of Mnslcxans.

The petmen, which 4, 000 munc:ans in New York are expected ln ;8ign by Wed-
nesday when it is submilted to an executive board meeting of Local 802-~on whom
it calls for action to: balt the. concert--charges that.the conductor of the orchestra,
Herbert von Karajan, and its manager, Gerhardt von Westerman, were members
of the Nazx Party. The text of the pemmn declare!'

"We musgicians strenuuus!y nbject 10 the appearance of the Naz:-led and Nazi-
managed Berlin Fhilharmonic, Qrchestra in New.York. The ccnductor,. H..von Kara~
jan, as well as the orchestra manager, was an active party member who bears
responsibility for the death and exile of countless musicians:from Hitler Germany,

"We also protest the United'States Government ‘sabsidy of this drchestra while

American orchestras are demed uch suppnrt. We urge you to act to prevent this
. performance, " 3 - :

An official ‘of Colimibi Art sts Managethi Whmh is handling the B:rhn
Philharmonic Orchestra®s tour, declared that the petition was' in'error in’stiting’
that the U, S, Government had subn zed the to\u-. He ms:sted that the West ¢
German Govi was it’ ly

JEWS INCURACAO LAUDED ON.300TH. ANN!VEBSARY BY.DUTCH B

WILLEMS‘I‘A , Curacao, ‘Feb, -20." (JTA) == - The population of this Dutch island
of Curacao is paymg tribute to the’small nambei of Jewish families’ resxdmg ‘here,
in ection with'the pletion of 300 years of Jewish settlement ori the island.
The Dutch section of the population espécially emphasizes the important contribu~
tions which these Jewish families and their ancestors have made to the development
of the island,

The Jewish congregaﬂon ot‘ ﬁxe island--Congregahm Mikveh- lnrael-'is con&”’
sidered the oldest’in the Western Hemisphere, It was founded here in 1654 by a
group of Sephardic Jews whom' the Portuguese & pelled from Recife, Brazil,” The
first synagogue on the island was built by Congregation Mikveh Israel in 1732 and
remains in use to this day, Tle congregation wa's instrumeiital'in building the first
synagogue in New York with a contribution of.funds to Shearith Jaacob, now known
as Congx‘egatmn Shea;nh Israel. the oldest;in. the -United Statu. s

BA LTIMORE JEWS BUILD NEW $18, 000> 000 JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

* BALTIMORE, Feb; 20. (JTA)"~= Formal apphcaﬁon for a building pex‘mh for
seven Sinai buﬂdings of a'new $18, 000,000 Jewish Medical Center was made here
by the Associated Jewish Charities, The, plans reveal that the Sinai buildings w;u
gpproxlmate 8,000, 000" cubic ieet and cumpnse the’ latgeat single bulldm.g ‘project
in Baltimore hstory . '

The néw Sinai will be located on ‘the Jewiah Medical Center plot. ‘which is al-"
ready the site of the Levindale Hebréw Home and Iififmary with 23F beds, and
Mount Pleasant Sanatorium with 55 beda. !a all. the Jewlsh Mechcal Centu will
have a hed cayaetty of 709., \ :
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JEWS IN ENGLAND TO RAISE $5, 600, 000 FOR ISRAEL IN 1955~ -

LGNDON‘ Feb. 20: (JTA) == Trygve Lie, . first’ Secretary General of the United
315, Was'the” ker here last night ata dinner launching Britain's
1955 Joiht' Paledtine Appeal More than 1, 200 persons attended the affair, Target
of this'year's campaign has been: set;at 2;, 000, 000 pounds, which is: $5, 600, 000.
’The sum of 600,000 pounds was ra:sed at the dinner.’,

Mr. Lie told the dinner that the UN and world Jewry wﬂ-e both ""parents' to the

. Jew:eh State and were both responsxble for it. He said that the State of Israel

.. eéxisted.as an indej reign state becau 1. 'l'he UN:and world Jewry
had ‘supported-it;-2/ ‘President. Truman had given it immediate recognition, and 3.

- 'The "brave young fewish army" fought and defeated Arab armles attacking from all

" quarters. He insisted that violations of the UN-neg ! g are
in fact vxolat:ons of the UN Charter, - s

ther princ:pal spedkérs ‘at the dinner, included Israel Amb dor. Elialu Elath,
‘Sir Simon Matks and. Lavy Bakstansky, director of the. Joint Palestine Appeal, The
latter’ repotted that the JPA had raised.50, 000 pounds more in 1954 than in 1953,
while the total sum subscribed in this country by.all pro-lsrael agencies, ‘in addition
.- to the JPA, reached; 2,218,000 ponds. - This, he added, was the greatest figure
. ever snbsenbed in this country to the Zionist cause.

_NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN STARTS LEADER TRAINING PROGRAM

NEW YORK Feb. {ITA) == lnangurat‘inn of a new volunteer leader training
prugrarn was announced here today by the Natiorial Council of Jewish Women, follow-
ing the arrival in the United States of Mrs. Alisa Sekey of Israel. the fnsr person
to be granted a fellowshlp under the new NCJW program.

The purpoaé of ‘the program,: according to Mrs.: Irving M.~ Enge! ‘president of
- the 'NCJW, is to "employ America's organizational life as a laboratory where
i methods may, be learned which will. promnte welfare and strengthen democracy in
other. lands" through reinforcement of the capacity of women for leadership in their
I-.communities, The program-also inresees an exchange of experience afid information
among women of many lands on the ways in which they have been effecnve m their
communities, s

“ BOSTONJEWISH TEMPLE GROUR GBTS LIFE MEMBERSHIP IN NEGRO ASSN.
BOSTON, Feb. 20, (JTA)

e first Jevnsh Brntherhood in the United States
ional A for the A of Colored
People at a cekcnony here connected vmh National Brutherhood Week which opened
throughout the Un;ted States today,

A life Tib p plaqué, i ing the- e.vent, was presented to J oseph G.
Weisberg, prqident of Temple Israel Brotherhood and co-publisher and executive
editor of the "Jéwish Advocate, " Bos nglo-Jewigh weekly. The history-makmg

contribution of the Temple Israel Br d, ‘which ined its full participa=-
..tion in the ﬁght for_civil rights for Negroes, spearheaded a national drive by the
1 GPfor, life. rnemberships among’. J’ew:sh Catholm and Protestant orgamzatmns.

PHILADELPH!A JEW]SH LEADERS LEAVE FOR: BRAEL ON STUDY TOUR.

+.NEW, XORK, -Feb.. 20, (JTA) Fany of 46 Philaﬂelphla Jewish leaders and
cnmmunal workers and thelr wivés left hére by plane last night for-Israel to see at
first; hand the use. of fun ralud by the Allied Jewish Appeal of Phxladelph‘

The members of the “catavan" who are paying their own ¢xpenses on this tour,
are scheduled to retuzn to Philadelphia on March 6, after meeting with Jewish
Agency and government officials, visiting Biblical and historic sites and touring
Isl;ael‘s industrial plants, cooperative 1 ts, farms and instil of
all sorts.




