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Tunday. January 4 1955
~

WASHINGTON, “Ja 0f Ag E:

iz was a ‘mistake" on the. part of h 3 executive ‘assigt~
ant, Milan'D, Smith, to show reporters a letter received by the: Department from a

White Russian emigre 1mpugning the loya]ty of Arnencan Jews of Ruulan origin, He:-
invited the leaders-of these-; « the'A jcan . Jewish’Committee, ‘the
Anti-Defamation; Leagué of B'nai B'nf.h and the Jewnh Wat Veteran 5 di

the matter with him personally, ' .

" The 1éttér to which Secretary Benson refer
Agricultute by White Russizn emigre George N, vitt, in canneeuon with the dis=
missal of Wolf Ladeji ist, from his $11, 000-a-year post
as a; !'security risk, " Th= White Russian‘emigre applauded the‘Départment for dis=:
miumg the Jewish.expert and said that many.Russian Jews who settled inf thé' United
States had turned out to be the "worst kind of traitors, ' It wasg thisletter that Mr. ;
Smith gave to men in ex ion of the dismissal, of Mr. Ladejinsk
is Ruuian-bern and w came ‘to this country in 1922. .

In his communication to the three Jewish organizatior tuday. S y Be:

* said: "I accept no responsibility for'any of the statements or conclusions in the Vitt’
or any other. letter. receivgd by the Department in connection with the' Ladejinsky, '
matter, It was a mistake {o show the letter to tepoﬂeu and by so doing impl :
the Departrnent's approval of ﬂ:e contents. weoon iyt

enuqn Ragretu Anti: Semitic Ixngliulhns ] -"I- .
ln annﬂn}r cation 'to the same orga ions today, Bensou

said: "While the Vitt letter was made available to reporters, it was not’ done as re-
flecting the views:of this Department:in any rupect. and 1 regret the creatinh
that.implication. ;1'am also surprised and shocked that anti
have.been:raised.in the press as a result bf the letter: This Department
loyal Jewish- pebplr in its employ: wbo are giving hone-t and ennleientlmu
able service to, our: country. it

"I would be among the first to'state without sitlncy ‘my. ltmz an
tion for: the: Jewish‘people.: : I would be-among:the first to deplore:: an
create an anti<Semitic fceling in our country; My execuﬁv& assistan
in these views.. Iwould deeply appreciate:yoar ;making ‘my. views k
berlhip Iwmld hm Iuppyto didcuss: thinmumr with'; ym ‘personally.

S i came as

Taft Benson today

T
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action of h:s aide,Mr. Smith, in releasing the anti-Sernitic letter by Mr, Vitt in

defense of the Departmenti's dismissal of Mr, Ladejinsky,

The anti-Semitic aspects of the affair will be brought to Prendent Elsenhnwer'a
‘attention tomorrow by Jcseph F. Barr, national cornmander of the Jewish War Veter~
ans, who will see the .President at the White House in the morning, The matter will

-also be discussed tomorrow with Secretary of Agriculture Benson who agreed

today to meet with Henry E. Schults, national chairman of the Anti-Defamation -
League of B'nai B'rith, and Benjamin Epstein, the ADL executive director.

Suspension of Agricultural Dept. Official Urged

The American Jewish Congress, ina i to the ry of Agti-
culture, called for the suspension of Mr. Smith, for his "apparent readiness to
employ anti-Semitic materhl iu the Lade;inlky case, pending full investigation of -
all cir es.surr issal of the agricultural expert, "

In.a tel to i Eisenhowe Adolph Held, chairman of the Jewish: -
Labor; Cnmmlttee.‘ charged that those who released the.Vitt.letter are “not fit to
exercise the-duties of their officé. " He scored the letter,ag.an."echo of the Riiasian
.anti-Semites' who during the Cnrist regime and later under the Soviets engaged n
vicimu campalgm of | ‘pogroms ‘and slanderl againu the Jewa. "

Barr. replying late . today to S B U aaid-
indeed regumble that the Vitt le:te: wal releaud to the press, eupecially
in the hght nf the obvic it'ci d. It is even more régrettable that
your is Ahuuld have 1 d the writer of thi¢ letter and given
a basis for the view that it had the em!nr;ement of the Deparxment of. Agriculhxre. "
The WV commander said he had seen no derial ‘of Mz Smxt i ‘concurrence with
the views expressed in the letter whether: it be his own or- the Dej irtment's, "."Men-
in public service, " said Mr, Barr,- afford'to: harhn
based.on foundations not in the' American-tradition, " -

Mr. Schulte, in his pretest ‘to Secreury Bensm, said: “We have read w:th ahack,

news reports of the handling ‘of ‘the Ladejinsky case by high officials of the Depart= '

ment of Agriculture, . We protest and deplore the use by your executive assistant,
Milan D. Smith, of an anti-Semitic letter as‘a release bf your Depsrtmen The -
letter cnnhins thescurrilities of:a-man whose. views hordet ‘on the’ luna

"Theactmn of M¥, "Smith h: eérved to injure a very large group nf loyal Amers
icans in all walks of life and 'had cast doubt on the administration:of the security
system in the public mind. . Whether motivated by | malice or lack of undentanding,
Mr, Smith's actmn raises serious ques as to his’ pe : for 1
high office. 5 E

"Genrge Vi thor ot the nw nnuu'huc letter. iu a one
the Russian Cza l,t egime)who,looks upon all-who opposed or fled, from thai yranny.
as 'rzvalutionqty. But Americans-have always regarded those forced to
despotic Czars,as fighters.for and seekers after freedomi: ‘Greéat numbeu of them, .
ugiouﬂ persecution; have contributed immealurabl /'to the: welfare
s, the country which gave them asylum, - *
a gqve,;:‘nmnt qmeial like Mr, ‘Smith to:throw-doal

is

this .large.group; ‘merely on-the view: of orie’ mu} Wk
the current ¥

3 cyrmycf whe nr to:

i B0 anti=Co
tn Sbbretary Benson attack- B

. fhe Ameri«n Ccmmmee for Cuitutal F
tion of i and »-ent 8
ing ‘the’ release, of the Vitt leader, . Gt
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CONGRE MGOMMITT E REPOR TS IDN»AN’!I-SE\M!TISM'INSOVIET LAN'DS

-WASHINGTON; Jan. :3, (J1A) -= Atics, $in in ‘the’ countr;sﬁ behind the; fron
Curtain, mcludmg ‘the ‘Soviet Union, continues to exist Jjust as it did, prior to Stalin's
death,,except t!;a; it is.now better concealed iramﬂhc wotld, kS repott igs
here y th Hnuse of Repr tati Select‘ { C

ngwer to those wbg snccumhed to w:sM‘u.l
and be?:eved that the' persecution of Jews would
s death, ,'The-persecution df the Jewish: mmomy continues, even if

dvertised and better: concealed: than in-thes peﬂod just before tl :
eath. .On the 'Jewxsh {uont. t as in alliother réspects; the'aims of the
world. G d and are’ pursuéd as always with!"
methods which combine iorce with decext, aggres mn with deceptmn. " W

The report emphisizss that ifhé Cio ude toward éflbws wa Fﬂ*

sul?stantml.ly, revu'ad after Sha!m's death. thy xts rms weve modified:
bli aled from the free world.

Semitig, dr;vea are now:less )
suppresséd;: ‘the belief ina world- ide .Tewnsli’
rel

thmkmg and pro-Soviet’ Propagani
- end affe:

But, Jewish.c
irac onnnues to'be andvticle of Comidunist faith} and the’ parsecutipns
eding.as before.! In dogens.of trialb: how' ‘étnducted secretly, hundreds
» former communal leaders as well as Cnmmumsts of Jewish’ patentage, are
bem tried on the same fake of

get 't !‘Chmmnmst
’ed the religiotis tendts' of Judaism and
d istory, as wellps of ties of cul-
e.Soviet ~Empire. LA

cow's Actions i'

e change in'the status: ‘of Sovief, ;.
Jewry since Stalin's death, the report.declares: "Except for the 13 released Moscow
doctors ‘t)rns of the anti-Jewish measures.were publiely:rehabilitated; Zionisim
Y hunidreds ‘of foriier Zlonist leadef 15 atellite coun-
ies'were probiribed as before; emi-,
he’ ehavgeu lznlted egamst Jew:sh leaﬂera au(vver he |
| : P again
stense.of  worldwide, Jewish conspl 7 agéitin the Coit iy
regimes remained an article of faith for all Communistg. - (1% i -
Regsmp for &hg Sovaet actwnlmh, -attributed by the: c¥thmil ¥
of East'::beitig "thoroughly: di
emergence of the young Jpwxshstate as & democratic coantryiof the'
with a very insignificant pro-Suviet minority. "

The repoft 5ay: l’uaehu \vlwume ' froh Gomvntnipt g3
strongest anti in iTte Jifel ]t 'Rt :{eten tha;
respons, m, the USSR and: sateHitemto the t“amuhﬂre'
promi .3 pesaible nemge from their misé
Jeviish tunreliability, ' "

The main reason r this fensi.ve .ag instz.he Jews, ﬂlqcommmee te.pﬂwsr
"was the aharpg&iug ? F‘ :mi Goed the e‘ otre-chir ized' -

po!iﬁcal but al aluo eligi altural,. a:ﬂsth, and s¢ientific:
,pret; e:to.the report noteis:that:the tréatment of eligidus: and ¢ un'i\:'irﬁnoﬁﬁe-

g oaq,iua;z;o chzmm;cm vofl | mhﬁa c\ﬁ' snuix?‘-w
& ‘eb bhb' right’ 24
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“rehgmus" or ti into instr of C ist policy. "They have intro-
duced a degree of discrimination which, -in the case of Jews, approaches complete
inati oi Jewish from public life, and they have made violent anti~

of gove policy, " the report states.

The r:port was issued after a study lasting several months, Public hearings were
conducted by the committee in New York m September. Atnong those who testified
were spokesmen for major J’ewuh or i and such ey as Jewish

and former leaders from areas now g d by'the C i
Additional evidence was accumulated in other hearmgs, conducted in Europe as well
as America, in regard to conditions of Jews in Eauern Europe, 3

Today's report traced the situation of ° Ruuian ‘w \y\{rom the 1917 revolution

until the present, It summarized-the.impact of Co munjs onJewish institutions,
rehg:on and culture, the Birobidj expenmem 3 bed, as well as the

UNITED NATIONS,.N, Y.; Jan:3, (JTA) =~ The release o
Galim by Egypt will not affect the plans.for a meeting of the U
Council temerrow, it was learned.here today, - Furthermore, pla the meeting .
will not be altered by Egypt*s notification that it is willing to turn the seized Israel
freighter over to any agency authorized by [srael to take the slnp any place =xcept

- through'the Suez Canal,

Accordmg to larael saurces here, Israel needs no- agency except its own sailors
and:is ready to take thé abip whienever "its illegal detention is terminated" through
the Suez Canal to its original destinahon, Haifa,

The Council wnll mee!.as ‘scheduléd,tomorrow afternoon,with only one point on
the da: - Israel's insi that Egypt live up-to previcus United Nations résolu~
tions. for freedom of pagsage through the Suez Canal for shipping from and to all
countries, Leslie Knox Munro, of Ngw Zealand, is presxdent of the Security Ccun=
cil this month

TORTURE DRIVES JEWISH DEFENDANT IN EGYPT TO SUICIDE ATTEMPT

LONDCN, Jan..3, (JTA).-= A defense attorney for one of the 12 Jews on trial
before Egypt's highest military tribunal on charges of "esp:onagc" in behalf of Israel
charged last night that-his client, Marcaue Nino, to ide be~
cause of the tortures to which she was subjected by the Egyptmn authormee, it was’
reported here today. !rom Cairo. -

The dispatch said that the attorney said Miss Nmn had attempted to kill herself
becaune ""she was toxtured, beaten up and forced to talk under pressnre. " A l3th

ide in_ pnsbn 1 weeks before,

JORDAN GETS BR!TXSH iNSTﬂLLATIONS IN. OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM B
LONDON, Jan.. 3, (JTA) == The Brihsh-Jerusalem Electric Company will turn
over its installations ing the Jor pied Old City of Jerusalem to the Axabs,
it was reported here today in di irorn A The comp: sold its holdings.

in the new city of Jerusalem to Jews in 1947, . =

BRlTISH LABOR PARTY. LEADERS ON TWO-«WEEK VISIT TO ISRAFL
—_—— —

: LGNDON' Jan. 3,: (JTA) ‘== Two leaders’ of the British Labor Party left here laet
nigl\t fora Atwu-week visit to Israel as guests of the Israel Governmanl. .

The.m tors are: Df. Edith Summerskm. M. P. and chairman of the Lahor Party.
and-James. Gziffiths, Colonial Secretary- in the Jast Labor Government.” No special
significance is.attached here to their vilit, which is one of a serxea of trips to Israel
by British M.P,1s, 1

Aok |

Ay

<




e T “ Nation-Wide Hebreéw Cult'urc Progi'am'td

N, B . i
7 J.T.A News -4- 1/4/55
-

STUDENT ZIONIST ORGANIZA TION ESTABLISHED IN UNITED STATES

NEW YORK, Jan, 3, (lTA).=~ A permanent Zionist student organization on the
college campuses of the United States and Canada has been established, it was an-
nounced today by the American Zionist Council,.under whose sponsorship the new
national group will function, The organization was formed by séveral hundred stu-
dents from 60 co!leges, who just concluded a.conventfon here,

The pirpose of the new orgamzafmn is "to interpret to the general community,
students and faculty, .the meaning and. promise of:Zionism and the State of Israel; to
. encourage. Jewish studénts in lhe study. of, and parhc:patwn in,-all agpects.of affirm-
ative Jewish living; and to aid them to, creative self-fulfillment.through  identifica-
tion with the ideals and achievements.of the Zionist movement mclud:ng ahyah to
Israel,'. . % oy

Othér ‘aims ‘of the Student Zmnxst Orgamzatmn. as promulgated in tesolutmns
*. 7 adopted by the delegates, ifclude? the promotion of the Hebrew Ianguage. the ‘estab-
lishment of projects to benefit Israel's culture and economy, the creation of a pro-
gram to mterpret Israel realistically and to combat Arab. propaganda,. the encourage-~
_ ment of | ‘migration to Israel, and the establish of a Zionist program
in the student group on the.campuses,. .. .- i Lo

TEACHERS OF HEBR EW IN HIGH SCH LS HOLD NA TIONAL CONFERENCE

‘ NEW YOBK,’ Jan. 3, (ITA). - A'national conference of teachers of Hebrew in
. pubhl: h schopls and colleges in eight cities was held here yesterday under the
Jjoint aasp:ces of the Hebrew Culture Service Committee for American High-Schools
:and Colleges, the Hebrew Culture Council:of the Jewish Education Committee of New
York,; and the American Association of Teachers.of Hebrew in.the Public Schools.

'The conference Was dévoted to ‘the problém of cnordina / the inistruction of
Hebrew in the junior and senior high schools, “Judah Lapson, chairman of lhe
Hebrew Cultural Service;Committee..and director of the Hebrew:Gulture Councxl.
reported. that 71 puhl.\c seconda.ry schools in; 12-American cities were now offering
Hebrew, -as a modern language.. He.also saidithat 10.New- York: colleges now offered
chuw courses. Other “reports revealed:the progress: of Hebrew in the schools

. over.the 15t 25 years, a period blch saw a declme in: language slndy in high ~ .
schools and colleges. ., . s

A citationi 6f honor was'presented to Pr u{‘ ‘Joseph Pearl c'hah'man of Classical
Languages and Hebrew at Brooklyn Cullege. The presentation was made by Rabbi
‘Abrzham M, Heller, founding.member. of the Hebrew' Culture Service Commmee,
who.paid tribute to Prof.. Pearl for his pi ing in the blish
at Brooklyn College 17, years ago and his furthenng the subject sinde. then. .Brooklyn
Qollege was the tn-st New York college.to introduce; Hebrew.cpurses.
Latnched in U.S.
‘NEW YORK, Jan, 3, (JTA) -< A nation-wide program to stimulate the develop~
ment of the Hebrew language and Hébrew culture :injthe United States'will get under
" way'in the near future;" Sathiuel "of the Board of the Brit
vrit Olamit,- announced today :

The Brit Ivrit Olam
Federations, througho
the forthcoming World v,;hu

m

the Hebrew
presented fnconnechan with
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PROMINENT PERSONALITIES EAGER TO BE IDENTIFIED AS JEWS

NEW YORK, Jan, 3. :(JTA) =- The overwhelmi ity of ing person-
alities of Jewish origin throughout the world, inall ﬁelds of endeavor, are not only
willing but eager to be identified publicly as Jews, according to a repnrt by Harry
Schneiderman, chairman of the editorial board of the first "Who's Who in World
Jewry, " which will be published here this month,

In gathering the 11,000 biographies of prominent living Jews from all parts of L
the world, Mr. Schneiderman said, the edatorial board nad to sift through thousands
upon th ds of names sugg by scholarly instit ions and co-
operating Committees in the U. S, and overseas. These suggeations were narrowed
down to the mdw:duals deemed, appropnate for inclusion m the volume because of
their achie the arts, b civic
welfare, entertamment or other fields, and each lndw:dual was contacted fo bmgra-
phical details.

"Except in a. few, d i no individual asked that his name be om-
itted from our compilation of the world's leadmg Jews, " Mr. Schneiderman declared.
"On the contrary, most didates for i d great interest in being
listed along with thz p nncu as ig Jews. of our times, " .

"EDWIN ROSENBERG NAMED CHAIRMAN OF UNITED HIAS SER VICE COUNGIL

NEW.YORK, Jan. 3. (JTA) ~- Designation of Edwin R berg as chairman’of
the National Council of United HIAS Service, the Jewish international rmgrahon
agency; wasannounced today by Ben Touster, presxdent. At the 'same time, Mr,
Touster anncunced that Daniel G, Ross will act-as vice chairman of the National®
Council, which will have a membership of some 1,500 Jewish leaders of all sizeable
communities in'the United Statesf . N

Mr, ‘Rosenberg served as the first pres:dent of United Service for New " Americans,
in 1946; as a member of the executive committee of the United Jewish Appeal, and
the New York State DP Commission. He was chairman of the committee which nego=~
tiated the recent consolidation of United Service for New Americans, Hetrew Immi~
grant Aid Society and the migration services of the Joint Distribution Committee into
a.single unified agency now knownas United HIAS Service. Mr, Ross, a-New York
attorney, han served asa member of the board of directors of HIAS since 1944.

FINNISH-ISRAEL ASSOCIATION FOF.MED; INCLUDES SPEAKER CF PARLIAMEN"!"

- STOCKHOLM, Jan. 3, (JTA) == A Finnish-Israel Association was formed in Hel-
sinki yesterday, it was reported here today. The group includes former Finnish .
Prime Minister Fagerholm and the current Speaker of the Finnish Parliament.’

Some 150 persons ded the i al g of the group, which has as its pur-
pose the pr; of cultural and nes the two countries.

EXCAVATION STABTED FOR ERECTION OF MONUMENT FOR JEWISH MARTYRS

PARIS, Jan. 3, (JTA) -- Excavation in preparation for the erection of the Tomb
of the Unknown Jewish Martyr has already been started.on the site of the monument,
it was-announced: here today by the committee for the rnemor.al The monument,
which will include’a library and a museum dealmg with the Naszi annihilation of "
European Jewry, will pay honor to the Jews of all countries martyred by the’ Nazxa,




