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 MAPAI AND GENERAL ZIONISTS ANNOUNCE AGREEMENT ON CABINET

TEL AVIV, Dec. 16. (JTA) -- The first broad and stable national government
~ in the four=and=a~half year history of Israel was assured today when the represene
~ tatives of the Mapai and General Zionist Parties signed an agreement providing
~ for their joint formation of a new Cabinet, The agreement was ratified by the
~ central councils of both parties in separate meetings which began last night and
- were not completed until the early hours of this morning. This pact provides:

| 1, The Mapai-General Zionist coalition shall remain in effect until the end of
the term of the present Knesset ~- the end of 1955.
| 2. The two parties shall introduce and assure passage within six months of
 anew election law which would restrict Knesset representation to parties which
obtain ten percent or more of the total national vote,
3, They shall undertake a reform of the educational set-up which would elimin-
ate the present party "trend" systems and would replace them with a secular
and a religious sytem, _ | ' ' :
: 4, Elections for municipal posts, scheduled for next month, shall be postponed
or a year, ' -
5. A joint committee shall reform the civil service system and designate
which government officials shall be barred from party and political activities.
6. Economic controls shall be scrapped, except on materials which cannot
be produced in the country. | :
7. Immediate steps shall be taken to stabilize prices and the Israel pound.
8, Measures will be taken to reduce and consolidate the budget,-
- 9, The income tax system will be overhauled, to make it more equitable to all
portions of the population. i ' i
10, A new attempt will be made to create conditions attractive to foreign
capital invegtment. 7 | ;
ll. The system of exit visas will be abolished, except where security consie
derations ve quire it. - '

Ag a result of today's agreement, the new gnve;nmen; wiu.have a stable .
majority in the Knesset with the two major parties guaranteeing a 73-vote suppor
~in the 120-member House, If the Progressive and Mizrachi Labor Parties both
~_join the coalition == which is not considered likely == the government would have
28 many as 85 votes, - '

Ren ‘ h . £c . i \ of the resigna~
Premier David Ben Gurion will hold off the formal submission o:
tion of his government until Friday, in order to allow time for negotiations w;t: "
the two small parties, If they enter the new coalition, the Progressives would ho
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the Ministry of Justice while the Orthodox Laborites would have the Ministry of
Religions and the Welfare Ministry. Mr. Ben Gurion has already informed Mizzachi
leader Dr, Mordecai Nurok that his tenure as Minister of Posts, Telephones and
Telegraph depends on the decision of the Mizrachi Laborites,

Very few changes are expected among the Mapai members of the Cabinet. Mr,
Ben Gurion will remain Premier and Defense Minister, while Moshe Sharett will
remain as Foreign Minister, Behor Shitreet as Police Minister, Ben Zion Dinaburg
as Education Minister, Golda Myerson as Minister of Labor and Public Works,
Levi Eshkol,as Finance Minister and Pinchas Lavon as Minister with portfolio,

The assignment of Drs. Peretz Naphtali and Dov Joseph, two Mapai members
of the present Cabinet, will be announced after the decision of the Progressives
and Orthodox Laborites about entering the government is known. It was reported
that the four General Zionist leaders who would join the Cabinet are: Israel Rokach,
Dr, Peretz Bernstein, Joseph Saphir and Mrs, Shoshana Persitz, -

U,N. ASSEMBLY TAKES UP RESOLUTION ON DIRECT ARAB-ISRAEL TALKS

UNITED NATIONS, N, Y, ,Dec, 16, (JTA) == The United Nations General Assem-
- bly this afternoon took up the resolution adopted by the U, N, Special Political Com-
mittee urging direct Arab-Israel peace talks, The resolution, originally proposed
by eight nations, is favored by Israel and opposed by the Arab countries,

Just before the U, N. Assembly started its meeting, Ambassador Abba Eban,
chief of the Israeli delegation, told a press conference that the Israel Government
places great hope on the eight-power call for an Arab-Jewish peace settlement,

He said that the appeal should not be judged by immediate reactions and he likened
it to a seed which having been planted would flourish and bear fruit in time,

~_No other dispute had come before the United Nations, the Israeli delegate
said, in which that organization had not recommended direct negotiations. When
asked about the effect of the recent Prague !"purge' trial on the negotiations be-
tween Israel and the Arab states, Mr, Eban said the trial was most imp?rt_ant_and’
cauaed the deepest concern, but he did not see that it wauld have any "direct im=
pact' on the Middle East. '

The Israeli delegate referred to what had happened in 1948, when the U, N,
Security Council called for direct armistice negotiations, as a sign that Arab
opposition did not mean that the Arab states would not eventually meet with Israel,
The Arabs were no less vehement about the Security Council proposal, but later
entered into negotiations for an armistice, he pointed out. '

Mr, Eban also spoke of the "vital interests to the Arab states' of a peaceful
settlement in Palestine, He noted that Gideon Raphael, an Israeli, had heein-elected
rapporteur of the Peace Observation Commission unanimously -~ the Iraqi member
not dissenting, This, he said, is a sign that the Arabs were becoming more
conciliatory, ' - | i '

Mr. Eban peles a2 communication by Premier David Ben Gurion in which the
Premier said i': ;;ri?q'st:tz:nents are published on different occasions on the sub-
. ject of Jerusalem which in the varying circumstances of the context cannot contain
2 full and exhaustive formulation of Israelts attitude to all aspects of the Jerusalem
Problem. Such statements cannot be construed in any way as detr':ac_ting .frum, or
modifying our basic policy with regard to the Holy Places and {ellgmus 1ll:t¢rests in
the Holy Land in whose protection and accessibility Israel is willing to show a
cooperative attitude at all times, We are resolved to hold these sacred mtgrests
inviolate, " i - |






