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?ITZH&K BEN ZV1 ELECTED PRESIDENT OF ISRAEL;INAUGURATION TOMORROW

- JERUSALEM, Dec. 8. (JTA) -- Itzhak Ben Zvi, leading member of Israel's
Labor Party and former president of the Jewish National Council of Palestine,
forerunner of the Knesset, was today elected President of Israel to succeed the
late Dr, Chaim Weizmann,

| The election took place in the Israel Parliament by secret ballot. One hundred
‘and ten of the 120 deputies participated. Ten members of the Parliament were
‘absent; four of them are now in the Unit ed States., Mr. Ben Zvi received 62 votes.
0f the other Fresidential candidates, Rabbi Mordecai Nurok, who was sponsored by
the Orthodox groups, received 40 votes on the third and last poll. Dr.Itzhak Gruen=-
‘baum, the left-wing Mapam candidate, received five votes, while five blank ballots
were cast. ;

In the Zfirst two bailnts, Mr. Ben Zvi received 48 votes, Rabbi Nurok 15, Dr,
‘Gruenbaum 17 and Dr, Peretz Bernstein -- the leader of the General Zionists -- 18
votes, Twelve ballots were blank in each of these two counts,

Following the announcement of Mr, Ben Zvi's elections, Jacob Hazan, leader
of the left=-wing Mapam Party, told Parliament that his party had switehed on the
third ballot to M. Ben Zvi in order 'to defeat the combination of fascists and clerics
who supported Rabbi Nurok,' This declaration provoked an uproar among the
deputies, The Communists also made a declaration revealing that they had voted

for Dr, Gruenbaum. - |

The inauguration of the second President of Israel will take place in Parliament
on Wednesday, it was officially announced. President-elect.-Ben Zvi was born in
Poltava, Wkraine, 68 yearsago. A Zionist from early youth, he visited Palestine
in 1904, On his return to Russia, he became one of the founders of the Zionist Labor
movement there. In 1907 he settled in Palestine where he soon esta.hlia_hed hin_:tself
a8 one of the outstanding personalities among the pioneers, together with David
Ben Gurion, Israel's current Premier. -

In 1912, Mz, Ben Zvi went to Constantinopole to study law and returned to Pales-
tine two years later. However, he was banished "forever'' from the country and in
1916 came to the United States where, together with Mr. Ben Gurion, he recruited
volunteers for the Jewish Legion, returning with them to fight in the British Army

which conquered Palestine, then ruled by the Turks, 4

During the period when Palestine was under British Manda_te. Mr, Ben Zvi
served for about 20 years as a member of the municipal council of Jerusalem, He
was head of the Jewish National Council of Palestine since 1931 and appaared as one
of the chief repreaentatives of the Jews in Palestine before various :'British and :
international commissions dealing with the Palestine problem. He is an outstanding
Scholar with special interest in Oriental Jewish studies.



SRAEL ACCEPTS REVISED U. N. RESOLUTION ON.DIRECT PEACE TALKS

| UNITED NATIONS, N.Y., Dec. 8, (JTA) -- Ambassador Abba S. Eban announc-
ed that Israel would ""cooperate sincerely' with the revised resolution of the eight
peutral powers calling for direct negotiations between the parties for a Palestine
peace settlement, in the U, N, Ad Hoc Committee today. The resolution had been
revised as a result of informal talks on Friday and Saturday and again this morn-

' ing. It readss

~ 'The General Assernbly, recalling that it is the primary duty of all members of
the United Nations, when involved in an international dispute, to seek the settle~
ment of such a dispute by peaceful means, in accordance with Article 33 of the
Charter; recalling the existing resolutions of the General Assembly and the Security
Council on Palestine;

~ "Recalling especially those resolutions which call upon the parties to achieve at
an early date agreement on a final settlement of their outstanding differences; taking
note of the twelfth progress report of the United Nations Conciliation Commission
for Palestine in which it is suggested that '"general or partial agreement should be

- sought through direct negotiations, with United Nations assistance or mediation, "

- "], Expresses its appreciation of the efforts made to date by the Conciliation
Commission for Palestine in the discharge of its mandate;

"2, Calls upon the parties to honor fully their uhdertaking to refrain from any
‘acts of hostility against each other;

"3, Reaffirms the principle that the governments concerned have the primary
responsibility for reaching a settlement of their outstanding differences, and with
this in view;

"4, Urges the governments concerned to enter at an early date, without prejudice
to their respective rights and claims, into direct negotiations for the establishment
of such a settlement, bearing in mind the principal objectives of the United Nations
-on the Palestine question, including the religious interests of third parties;

el ¢ Raqﬁesis the Ccnciliation Commission for Paléstine to continue ite efforts
to fulfill the tasks entrusted to it under General Assembly resolutions and to be
‘available for assistance in the negotiations if so desired;

"6, Requests the Conciliation Commission for Palestine to render progress re-
ports periodically to the Secretary-General for transmission to the m embers of the
United Nations; and

"1, Reguests the Sécretary-Genéral-tu continue to provide .1_:he necessary staff
and facilities for carrying out the terms of the present _zjesulutmn_. - '

power resolution, Mr, Eban emphasized

Israel's readiness to recognize and respect the principal objectives of the United
Nations in this question, ag:I to seek means of carrying them out, He added, u];lt_hm
_connection, that he hoped that international measures to solve the refugee pro e:.-:-n
_could soon be worked out, "within the framework of general mte:matipnal policy.
 He noted that the resolution reminded the governments of the Middle _East of té:e o
religious interests in this problem, and said that Israel welcomed this ;emin er,

idence that the coming year would bring
B e and normal relations between

Speaking on the new draft of the eight

| The Israeli delegate expres
realization by the parties of the advantages of peaceful






