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PRAGUE TRIAL CONCLUDES; 11 SENTENCED TO DEATH, THREE TO LIFE TERMS

VIENNA, Nov, 27, (JTA) -~ The Prague "purge" trial, which was conducted
with strongly anti-Semitic overtones, concluded today with 11 defendants -- nine of
them Jews -~ sentenced to death by hanging on charges of "tr and sabotage"
and "plotting against the state in the interests of the West and of Israel," The
other three were sentenced to life imprisonment, They included two Jews == Arthur
London and Evzen Loebl, Czech Deputy Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Trade,
respectively,

In demanding the death sent for the d ex~Ci ist leaders, the
prosecutor told the court: "It is no accident that of the fourteen accused eleven are
the product of Zionist organizations. The danger of Zionism has increased with the
foundation of the State of Israel by the Americans, Zionism and Jewish bourgeois
nationalism are two sides of the same coin, which was minted in Wall Street. "

Reports reaching here today from Czechoslovakia reveal that the anti-Jewish
propaganda which marked the trial has inspired anti-Semitic elements throughout
the country to start open inci gainst Jews. In Bratislava Jewish h
were marked with chalked inscriptions "Jews Live Here, " "'Down with Capitalist
Jews," or just the word "Jew.' Frightened leaders of the local Jewish community,
one report said, appealed to the authorities but were told that they need not remove
the inscriptions since they have nothing to fear.

Official C ist Organ Asks Destruction of Zionism

For the first time since the "treason" trial opened, the Prague Communist
organ, Rude Pravo, sought to distinguish between Zionism and the Jewish people
_ and to argue that while the Czech C ist Party opp Zioni it is, how-
ever, 'consistently internationalist" and as such opposes anti-Semitism. The news-
Paper said that the Communists "must destroy Zionism."

In'a vicious attack on the Zionist movement, the paper said that among "the
scum which has.linked itself with United States imperialism to destroy the achieve-~
ments of our people, to liquidate the people's democratic order, to restore capi~
talism in cur country and to bring it under the yoke of the imperialists," a foremost
place was held by the Zionists,"a reliable agency of United States imperialism, "

(In Tel Aviv today the Israelt police guard around the Czechoslovak legation
Was strengthened after an unidentified personthrew a stone at the building and
smashed a window, following the announcement of the verdict at the Pragle trial,)
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PRAGUE JEWISH COMMUNITY LEADER AND WIFE COMMIT SUICIDE

TEL AVIV, Nov, 27. (JTA) == Erich Cohn, secretary of the Prague Jewish
Community, and his wife, took their lives yesterday in the Czech capital, it was
reliably reported here today. Previously, Rudolph Bistricky, former Czech envoy
toiLundon, and Tibor Kovac, a promi Jewish C ist, had been rep d
suicides.

Another victim of the Communist inquisition was the Czech housekeeper of
the Israel Minister in Prague, it was learned today. The woman lad Fevently been
summoned to secret police headquarters in Prague it was learned, and questioned
there, She left police headquarters in a depressed state of mind and took her life
shortly after, ’

KNESSET ACTS ON PRAGUE SLURS;ISRAEL ENVOY SUMMONED HOME

JERUSALEM, Nov. 27, (JTA) ~~ Dr. 1. Kubowy, Israel Minister to Prague, has
been instructed by the Israel Government to return to Tel Aviv immediately after
the conclusion of the Prague "purge" trial at which Israel was vilified, it was re~
vealed here today.

The Israel Parliament last night gave an overwhelming vote of confid to the
Israel Government position op the Prague trial as stated by Foreign Minister Moshe
Sharett Monday, At that time the Minister accused the Czech authorities of plotting
anti-Semitism in "the spirt of Nazism."

The vote was taken twice. The first time the Communists and Mapam voted
against, and the Herut abstained, The Herut then introduced a motion d ding
that the government ask the United Nations to consider the Prague trial a crime .
3gainst humanity, When the rightwing party was reassured that its motion would be
considered by the Parliamentary Foreign Affairs Committee, it joined the majority
in a second vote of confidence, :

Earlier, the Knesset adopted a resbdluti d ing the anti-Jewish and anti-
Zionist tendencies expressed at the trial, It also expressed the body's ""shock" at
the trial which it called "an affront to the Jewish nation, " The resolution added
that the trial “attempts.to besmirch the good name of the State of Israel, under-
mines the traditional friendship between the Czech and Jewish nations, and tries
to smear the Zionist movement -- the Jewish people’s movement of liberation -=
using the fact that the defendants are Jews as an instrument of dangerous and fcul
Propaganda, '

Ben Gurion Tells Knesset His Views On Prague Trial

During the debate which preceded the voting, Premier David Ben Gurion ;al:l
that the trial had raised four probl the h -judicial aspects; the i »
implications; the fate of the 2,500, 000 Jews in the Soviet Union and the satellite
states; and, the significance for Israel.

"We are not a factor which can change the trial, " he pointed out, - 'but we are a
factor here and our reaction counts, " he stated. He ked the. leftwing Mapa
Party, accusing its members of hypcrisy and of having neither a true Communist®

nor a true Zionist position, He also d the Mapamof deceiving both Communism
and Zionism, - :

He insisted that the trial had brought forth nothing new in G ist~Zionist
lati e ism" he said, 'has always been hostile to Zicnism. The Soviet
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ZVITANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENCY OF ISRAEL

EEREBATEM, MNov, 27, (TTA)~~Itzhak Ben Zvi, former
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Siferiteentailshment of the Jewish State, ‘was today unanimously nominated as
mmtﬁmlby the central committee of the Mapai, Israel's
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& I § AELATTEMPT TO OBSTRUCT PETITIONS TQ HUNGARY. .
_ TEEISAVIV, Moy, 27, (TTA)~- Street clashes broke out here near special stands
rebeing sclicited for petitions appealing to the Hungarian Govern~
i ‘Members of Mapam and the Communist; Parties:

%mdsyirnm -signing the petitions, and police had to be called
ridey, T s of Im:xelis are reported to be signing the petitions,
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U.N.GETS SIX*POWER RESOLUTION ASKING ISRAEL-ARAB DIRECT TALKS

UNITED NATIONS, N, Y., Nov, 27, (JTA) -~ Six "neutral powers' yesterday
introduced in the United Nations General Assembly's Special Political Committee
aresolution calling on both Israel and the Arab States to enter into direct negotiat-
ions i diately for settl t of their differences,

The resolution, introduced by.Finn Moe of Norway, was sponsored by Canada,
'k, Ecuad the Netherlands, Norway and Uruguay. It has the support of
the Israel delegation, whose chief, Abba Eban, earlier this week urged the United
Nations to make every effort to bring the two sides tngether. Western Powers
upport of the resolution is expected.

The six-power resolution asks all parties to ""desist from any further acts of
hostility" and urges the governments concerned to enter into direct negotiations
for settl of their ding differences, It proposes thatthe services of the
U, N, Palestine Conciliation Commission should be available for this purpose, if
desired.

Ahmed Shukeiri of Syria, the only Arab representative to speak before the com-
mittee adjourned its session until Friday, described Mr. Moe's speech appealing
for peace negotiations as a "noble sppeal, ' but added that Israel would have to prove
her peaceful intentions. He stressed the Arabs' "desire for peace" and their
"conciliatory" attitude contrasting it with charges that mediation and conciliation
attempts had failed because of the Israelis. .

He stated that the-Arabs would not "resist" direct talks, provided they were
baged on the principles and obligations of the U.N, Charter, He said that the Arabs
accepted the Norwegian peace appeal and were prepared to abide by Assembly
;uclutlons, but doubted that Israel would do so outside the halls of the General

ssembly,

Before the Norwegian representative spoke, Pierre Ordonneau, French chair-
man of the Conciliation C issi made a t in which he praised Israel
for its ag ;to release blocked Arab funds. He said the formula accepted by
Israel would settle the majority of these ts. He admitted that the Commission
had been unable to find a ''new approach" to the peace problem and therefore

d on technical probl such as P tion for the Arab refugees.

-Israel has signed two agreements with the United Nations under which additional
technical assistance will be provided by the world organization, Under the terms
of the two pacts and past agreements, Israel will receive the help of 26 experts to
advige the government in technical fields during the next two years,

WO ISRAEL VESSELS WITH 15 ABOARD REPORTED MISSING IN STORM

TEL AVIV, Nov, 27. (JTA) -- Two Israeli vessels with 15 members of the Navy
aboard were today listed missing after a storm.  The vessels, which went adrift
at the height of the gale, are the object of a widespread hunt by Israel naval and
air force units,

M ile, the Leb delepation to the Mixed Armistice Commission report-
ed that one boat and eight men drifted into Lebanese waters and was interned
last Monday, ‘The men will be released shortly. No news has yet been received of
the second vessel,

BOMB EXPLODES IN OFFICE OF ISRAEL PUBLICATION; ONE WOUNDED

. TEL AVIV, Nov. ‘27, (JTA) - A bomb exploded last night in the editorial office
of the Hebrew weekly "Olan Haze" (This World), A member of the staff was wound-
¢d. The police started an investigation.
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JUNIOR HADASSAH CONVENTION OPENS; CONDEMNS MCCARRAN ACT

NEW YORK, Nov. 27. (JTA) == The four-day 29th annual convention of the
 Juior Hadassah opened here today with 500 delegates from all parts of the country
attending, A resoluti d ing the McCarran-Walter Immigration Act and
agking for its appeal was adopted at the ing i

P

President Truman, ina ge to the i lauded the activities of
the young women on behalf of Hadassah both in this country and in Israel, "The
generosity and warmth of feeling which have moved so many Americans to interest
themselves in aiding refugees and advancing the welfare of Israel, exemplify the
highest ideals both of Judaism and of the American spirit, " President Truman
said in his message.

Dr, David Petegorsky, executive director of the American Jewish Congress, addres
sing the delegates, attacked the State Department regulations that permit Nazis to
enter the United States under the McCarran-Walter Immigration Law. Rabbi Arthur
Lelyveld, national director of the B'nai Bfrith Hillel Foundations, who delivered
the keynote address, emphasized that in the pressure of immediate needs, Jews in
America and Israel were prone to neglect a major problem they face in common,

"That problem, " Rabbi Lelyveld said, "is the p 1 decline of the intensity
with which we hold fast to that portion of our Jewish inheritance which may be called
spiritual, - The teend in the modern world toward the emergence of the 'mass man!
and toward emptying distinctive content and values out of our lives effects Israeli
soclety just as it affects American society, " :

REAR ADMIRAL STRAUSS RECEIVES DISTINGUISHED SER VICE MEDAL

WASHINGTON, Nov. 27, (JTA) -~ Rear Admiral Lewis L, Strauss yesterday
received the Distinguished Service Medal for his services to the Navy and other .
government departments during the war and subsequently. Navy Secretary Dan Kim-~
ball made the p ion in the Pentag

Admiral Strauss was cited particularly for his meritorious service as former
special assistant to the Secretary of the Navy, as a member of r.h‘e Army-Navy.
Munitions Board and a member of the Army-Navy board ‘on training in ind\:scrla.l
mobilization, He also served as a member of the Atomic Energy Commission,

ISRAELI ARTIST OPEI‘\!‘\S" EXHIBITION AT AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS HOUSE

NEW YORK, Nov. 27, (JTA) -~ An exhibition of paintings by Moshe Castel, one
of Israel's outstanding artists, opened yesterday at Stephen Wise Congress House,
headquarters of the American Jewish Congress.

The opening of the exhibition was marked by a reception sponsored by Dr, Israel
Goldstein, president of the American Jewish Congress, James G. McDonald, former
United Ststes Ambassador to Israel, and James N, Rosenberg of New York, noted
Painter and art patron, The works will be on view until December 31, Mr, Castel
was born in Jerusalem in 1909, He studied in Paris and first exhibited his work in
Paris in 1929,

TRUMAN NAMES ELIOT KAPLAN TO HEAD FEDERAL PENSION STUDY

WASHINGTON, Nov. 27, (JTA) ~- President Truman has announced the appoint-
ment of A, Eliot Kaplan, of New York, to - head a study of Federal employees
retirement systems. Mr.Kaplan is a private consultant on pension plans and a for-
mer executive director sof the National Civil Service League. .



