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JEWISH GROUPS SEEK STATEMENT FROM STATE DEPT. ON VISA_Law

NEW YORK, Aug. 25, (JTA) =~ Jewish organizations, joined by the entire
LJewish press today continued to request from the State Department an explanation
with regard to the new system practiced by some American consulates abroad in
requiring Jews to identify themselves as such in their visa applications.

An appeal to President Truman and to Secretary of State Dean Acheson was
addressed today.-by Adolph Held, chairman of the Jewish Labor Committee which
P ts 500, 000 organized Jewish 1 in this country. "If this discrimina-
tory policy is true, "' the appeal said, 'it is not i t with the fund tal
ideals of the United States Government in our firm opposition to racial and religious
discrimination, ' :

The action of the American consulates is allegedly based on section 222-A of .
the McCarran-Walter Immigration Act which requires racial  data from applicants
for American visas. Aithough the McCarran-Walter Act does not enter into effect
until Dec, 24, Herve J. L'Heureux, chief of the Visa Division of the State Depart-
ment, had already issued preliminary orders to consular officers to elicit informa-
tion on whether or not applicants are Jewish.

UNPRECEDENTED HEAT WAVE HITS ISRAEL; FARALYZ2ES INDUSTRIES

TEL AVIV, Aug, 25. (JTA) -~ The worst heat wave ever remembered in this
country continued throughout Israel for the third i ' ing 1
ties and paralyzing the normal life of the nation. Two persons were reported today
dead from heat exhaustion and more than 40 people fainted in the streets of Tel Aviv.

In Jerusalem, several persons were injured today in a fight outside ice
factories where crowds clamored for ice to get relief from the unprecedented heat.
Several were arrested as a result of the clashes, Unable to provide sufficient ice
for the local population, factories were ordering ice from Tel Aviv.

Many workers were absent today from factories and offices in Tel Aviv., The
Health Ministry issued an order that parents keep their children inside their houses,
and not permit them out in the streets, Many streets in the city looked deserted,
in view of the fact that the inhabitants were afraid to walk on the hot sidewalks. The
meteorological station said that the heat had started somewhere near the Dead Sea
whence it moved in a northern direction,
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