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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH PARLEY ON GERMANY OPENED IN NEW YORK

NEW YORK, Oct. 25, (JTA) ~- The two-day international Jewish conference on
claims against Germany, attended by representatives of 20 major JTewish organiza-
tions from nine countries, opened at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel today with a state~
ment by Dr, Nahum Goldmann emphasizing that the parley is in the nature of “an
exploratory meeting,®

In his opening address, Dr, Goldmann, who presided, said that the conference
was initiated by the Jewish Agency after consultations with the Israel Government.
“Its purpose is not to review, no less to.settle, the historic problem of the relations
between the Jewish and German peoples,” he declared. “It has been called to dis-
cuss the material and financial claims of Israel and of the Jewish people against
Germany and to devise possible procedures for their realization,"

Dr, Goldmann explained that the major Jewish organizations of the U.S,A., the
British Empire and France have been invited to the parley “because these are the
three occupying powers from whom we expect support in our claims against the
Bonn Government." The Representative Council of Argentine Jewish Organizations
has been invited so as to include Latin America in the deliberations, he said,

“This is in the nature of an exploratory meeting," he pointed out. “It must
inevitably be so, because we have no concrete German proposal before us. We do
not even know whether, when such a proposal comes, it will prove an acceptable
basis for negotiation, What we must do here is to set up the proper machinery to
deal with such a proposal if and when it comes, A representative committee, ap-
pointed by us and instructed by us in general policy, would provide a practical
method for solving this problem,”

Dr, Goldmann Advocates Negotiations with Germany

The chairman of the Jewish Agency executive said he has never been able to
understand the moral validity of the position taken by some Jews that .Tewish‘sel_i-
Tespect and dignity forbid negotiations with the Germans on problems of restitution,
indemnification and reparation, “Is it more moral to leave Germany in fu.ll pos-
session of looted Jewish property?® he asked. “Is there really moral validity to
the principle that ‘you have murdered and should also inherit?’”

“I believe otherwise,® he told the conferéilce. “I believe the highest moral
validity lies in our doing everything possible to satisfy the claims of Israel and
of the Jewish people, enabling hundreds of thousands of new immigrants to enter
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Israel, enabling the Jewish State further to consolidate itself, and bringing new hope
and new life to those who managed to survive the Nazi holocaust." .

Dr. Goldmann pointed out that as a matter of fact responsible Jewish groups have
been talking to the Germans for several years, The Jewish Restitution Successor
Orgenization, he said, which represents many leading Jewish groups in the United
States and Britain as well as the Jewish Agency, has been negotiating with the au-
thorities of Hesse, Bavaria, Wurttenberg, Bremen. “The concrete results of these
talks," he stated, “are just beginning to emerge: Even now pre-fabricated houses
are flowing to Israel as part - a minute part - of our restitution claims., No one pro-
tested these negotiations,® he argued,

“To seek to get back what is ours from the Germans does not mean we are for-
giving our debtars,® he continued. “IL does not mean that we must yield an inch in
our attitude towards other aspects of the German problem: denazification, rearma-
ment, etc,” He revealed that “some of the very organizations at this conference
which are members of the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization continue to be
the most outspoken opponents of German rearmament and renazification." He ap-
pealed to the conference to support the claims of the Government of Israel against
Germany, and affirm the claims of the Jewish people.

Eban Asks for Support of Igrael's Claim Against Germany

Ambassador Abba Eban, addressing the conference, said that “there has never
been a more convincing or unanswerable appeal to the human conscience than the -
Israel claim for collective indemnification by Germany for the unspeakable crimes
committed against Jews in the name of the German people,” Mr, Eban reviewed the
atrocities committed by the Germans in their annihilation of 6,000,000 Jews in
Europe and added that our generation would be lost to all sense of dignity or honar
if in its dealings with Germany it could forget “so heinous a crime."

“There has been no tangible effort to expiate this sin, even if it were capable of
expiation," he pointed out, “Israel is startled to observe the casy acceptance in
many quarters of the doctrine that the German people, with this hideous responsi-
bility still lying on its shoulders, can fittingly be associated as an equal partner in
the defense of human freedoms and moral values," he said.

Declaring that Israel could not stand by in silence while Germany advanced to-
wards acceptance in the family of nations, Ambassador Eban stated: “It would pe an
intolerable distortion of justice if Germany, having slain its victims and occupied !
their possessions, were not called upon even to make indemnification for the benefit
of their survivors, some 500,000 of whom had found shelter in Israe}‘s shores, The

expenditures incurred or anticipated in the resettlement of T ewish immigrants from

the countries formerly under Nazi control were one and a half billion dollars,

“This figure,® Mr, Eban emphasized, “took no account of the property confiscated
b German authorities, estimated at six billion dollars,. and it had no relevance _at
allto the loss of Jewish life which lay beyond any standard of material or physical
measurement,

sions stand in no relation to di-
aIn the name of our common
Isracl solemnly
" he

°It was 2 minimal and symbolic claim; its dimen
mensions of German guilt or Jewish suffering,” he said.
'JeWish solidarity, in the name of Jewish security and Jewish hOnOI:. a
“Witels Jews everywhere to rally unreservedly to the support of this claim,
3ppealed,

Adenauer's recent statement, Ambassador Eban said that

Commenting on Dr..
g ble act of recompense would be initiated by

“it remained to be seen whether a tangi
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the German Federal Government, While the German Federal Government bas

now acknowledged that unspeakable erimes, involving Germany's direct responsibi-
lity, had been committed in the name of the German people, no such acknowledg-
ment has yet been made from the Government of the East German Republic,”

Blaustein Urges Pressing Jewish Claims Against Germany

Jacob Blaustein, president of the American Jewish Committee, told the confer-
ence that the claims of all Jewry throughout the world should receive consideration
along with the claims of the state of Israel, “The Nazi crimes against Jewry were
% outrageous,” he declared, “that no amount of compensation could erase those hor -
rible deeds, But this does not mean that we should not be willing to press Jewry's
clims for compensation against the German government,

‘It seems to me that we should insist on something more than a mere expression
from German officials,” he continued. “We should welcome Chancellor Adenauer's
siztement and the Bonn Parliament®s pledges as a step in the right direction, This
first step by Germany should be speedily implemented, and our objectives should be
toward that goal, An early settlement of all claims is most urgent, We must get
definite deeds from Germany., The claims of the State of Israel are not the only
chims, We must press equally for the claims of all Jewry.

‘I feel certain that we can depend on the support of the Allied governments,par-
ticularly the U,S, Government, to assist us in obtaining a solution and speedy settle-
ment of the German claims problem. The American Jewish Committee is ready to
co-operate, topether with all other organizations, in achieving a speedy settlement,”
Mr, Blaustein declared,

Dr, Goldstein Expresses Views of World Jewish Congress

Dz, Israel Goldstein, speaking for the World Jewish Congress, told the parley.
that the W,J,C, has on numerous occasions given careful consideration and public
expression to its views on the relationship between the Jewish people and Germany,
“At the recent meeting of our world executive held in Geneva we formulated in de-
f2il the steps we believed that Germany must take if it is to begin work its way back
into the society of civilized nations," he said, *This we did because we had reason

o believe that the Bonn Government was preparing to make a statement on its in-
tentions, Dr, Adenauer’s statement deals with the points we raised and we have pub-
licly taken note of the fact,

*Mere statements or declarations on the part of German statesmen, or even of
e German Parliament, will in themselves be of no significance,” Dr‘. Goldstem_
continged, “Such significance as they may in the course of time acquire, they will
achieve only because they are implemented by acts, Against the backgrounds of the
fearful experience through which we have passed, mere words in themselves can
carry no weight,®

Speaking for Frank Goldman, B'nai B'rith president, a representative of the or-
genization told the Conference of the measures taken by B'nai. B'rith in the past
8 years to press financial claims against Germany, He said that together with
other organizations, B'nai B'rith wholeheartedly supports the stand taken by. Ambas-
tador Eban and Dr, Goldmann,

Jacob Pat, secretary of the Jewish Labor Committee, told the conference that
vhile it was timely to d!mand the return from the Germans of that which had been
tholen from the Jews, he wanted to make it absolutely clear that to demand repara-
tions did not imply, on the part of his organization, any attitude of forgiveness of
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1l that had been done to the Jewish people, He expressed support of the eldaims
of Israel and of Jews outside of Israel against Germany,

Representative of British Jewry Urges Speedy Action

Dr, Abraham Cohen, president of the Board of Deputies of British Jews, said

that his organization has always supported Israel's claim and in 2 unanimous reso-
lstion called upon the British Foreign Office to take action in relation to this claim.
Dr, Cohen said that the statement by Chancellor Adenauer must be treated with
ceutious reserve, but felt that time is running short in the pressing of any claims
2gainst Germany and that this conference should discuss in detail what united action
canbe take’nti‘9

Dr. Isaac Lewin, speaking on behalf of the Agudath Israel, said that, in his view,
Chencellor Adenauer in his recent,statement made it clear that the German people
were refusing to accept the guilt for the crimes they perpetrated under the Hitler
regime, “Under these circumstances,” he said, “it would be moral suicide for the
Jewish people to sit down and negotiate with the Germans," On the other hand, he
pinted out that it was right that Israel should be helped in its stupendous job of re-
habilitating the surviving victims of Nazism, He declared further that it was Ger-
many's duty to return Jewish nroperty,

‘I therefore suggest,” he said, “that the claims of Israel and of the Jewish peo-
ple be presented not to the Germans but to the Allied powers, It might be possible
further to use the good offices of the United Nations in this connection," the Agudah
representative declared,

Others who expressed their support of Israel's claim against Germany and the
need for united action on the part of world Jewish organizations were: Mr, E.J,
Horwitz, chairman of the executive council, South African Jewish Board of Depu-
ties; Mr. Michael Garber, vice-chairman of the executive of the Canadian Jewish
Congress; Professor Nathan Stein of the Council for the Protection of the Rights
and Interests of Jews from Germany; Mr, Saul Gold, representing the Jewish War
Veterans of the United States; Dr, Maurice Perlzweig, representing the Executive
Cauncil of Australian Jewry and Mr, Shad Polier, vice-president of the American
Jewish Congress,

A group of young Zionists, members of Bfit Trumpeldor of America, attempted
to obstruct the conference by handing out leaflets urging the delegates “not to sell
the holy memory of our martyrs for hard cash” and not to indulge in any talks with
the German Government,” The United Zionist-Revisionists of America issued a
similar statement urging the conference “to reject any dealings with the German
Government and people,®

TALKS ON ESTABLISHING HEIRLESS PROPERTY FUND IN AUSTRIA COMPLETED

VIENNA, Oct, 25, (JTA) -- Representatives of the World Jewish Congress and

,t.he Joint Distribution Committee have completed a series of talks with representa-~
tives of Britain and the United States in Austria and with members of the Austrian
Cabinet on the creation of a Jewish heirless property fund, it was learned here today.

The conversations centered’ about a preposal made by wo.rld_J’ew_ish organizations

8 months ago, which suggested the intro%uction in the Austrian hrh}i\im}fnt ogaainbgl
Providing for the settlement of heirless property c.la_xms - most of wc c ﬁ;:el'I e
Property owned by Jews, The plan was submitted jointly by the.W.J. ., t eh -D.C.
and the American Jewish Committee, with the approval of the Vienna J :\vnf i :greov_
munity, The response from the State Department was favorable. The h:: :r)rdered
ernment, however, failed fo react to it. Now, the Ministry of Fmanieth Tts of
that the plan be studied carefully, and there is reason to believe that the resul

e study will be satisfactory.
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BR}'](B.'-I_'-I'REASURY PERMITS RELEASE OF STERLING SECURI’ITES TO ISRAEL

LONDON, Oct. 25, (JTA) -- The British Treasury will permit the release for
sale by thie Israel Government of some 4,000,000 to 5,000,000 pounds worth of ster-
ling securities owned by Isracli residents, it was announced here today. The an-
pouncement said that.the Treasury’s action was taken as an extraordinary measure
in view of the Israel Government's extreme shortage of sterling credit,

It was learned that the proceeds from sale of the securities (somewhere in ex-
cess of $11,000,000) will be used to pay existing commitments as well as for the
purchase of fuel and for work on irrigation projects, The agreement was concluded
in the form of an exchange of notes this afternoon between Sir Leslie Rowan, of the
British Treasury, and David Horowtiz, director-general of the Israel Finance

Ministry,
TRUM_QI?_I_(?_C_}L:E\_IES HISTADRUT HUMANITARIAN AWARD

WASHINGTON, Oct. 25, (JTA) ~- President Truman today received the 1951
Histadrut Humanitarian Award “in recognition and grateful appreciation of his
wholehearted endeavors on behalf of the State of Israel and his abiding interest in
the vital functions of Histadrit, the General Federation of Jewish Workers in Israel.”

The award was presented to the President by Joseph Schlossberg, general chair-
man of the National Committee for Labor Israel, who headed a special delegation
to the White House today, Federal Security Administrator Oscar R. Ewing, who at-
tended the ceremonies, introduced each member of the Histadrut delegation to-the

President,

reciated the award highly, *“I hope

The President told the delegation that he app
ation took place in the Rose Garden

Iwill always deserve it,” he added. The present:
of the White House,

MORALE IN ISRAEL HIGH DESPITE ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, EDITOR REZORTS

NEW YORK, Oct. 25, (JTA) -- Despite the fact that “belts are worn tighter" now
inIsrael, morale remains high among the people of Israel and “cconomic pundits who
out on their best graveside manner because of the economic unbalance in Israel are
premature as well as unrealistic,” Gershon Agron-Agronsky, editor and publisher
of the Jerusalem Post, foremost English language deily in the Middle East, declared
today at a press conference at the national headquarters of the State of Israel
bond drive,

*There are shortages and the irritation that shortages induce, tut there is no
starvation, no panic, no fear for the future and no intention on the part of the Israel
Government o slow the revolutionary and healing process through immigration from
the countries of the East and Edstern Europe that adds daily to Israel’s population,”
Mr, Agron said,

“While nobody goes hungry and the clothing and shoe rationing provides a mini~
mum for all, there is in Israel today 2 universal consciousness that sufferings
caused by the shortages must be endured if Israel is to be geared to m.eet the buf-
fetings of a world whose security is threatened,” he continued. 4To this end, the po~
pulation growth must go on intensified, as the threat comes nearer and the new popu-
lation must be absorbed even more swiftly in a self-sustaining economy.®

LIE SAYS

GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN PARIS TO DISCUSS PALESTINE ISSUE, LIE SAYS
issue is one of the items on the agenda
n which opens here November 6, U.N,
ference here today.

PARIS, Oct. 25, (JTA) -~ The Palestine
of the United Nations General Assembly sessio
Secretary-General Trygve Lie told a press con
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1¥-DAY CONVENTION OF REFCRM JUDAISM OPENS TODAY IN NEW YORK

NEW YORK, Oct. 25. (TTA) -- More than 1,000 congregational and community
Jeaders from 250 cities in the United States and Canada will participate in a special
two-day Convocation of Reform Judaism which starts here tomorrow.

The convocation will be marked by the dedication of the House_of Living Judaism,
new national headquarters of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. The
seven-story building, which will become the center of Reform Judaism in the United
States and Canada, was erected with funds contributed by the late A.A, Berg and
reised by Reform organizations,

During the convocation, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations will hold
sessions of its executive board, The Board of Governors of the new Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute offReligion, the executive of the Central Conference of
American Rabbis, and a number of other bodies connected with the Reform Judaism
movement will also hold their meetings, The National Federation of Temple Brother~
hoods will open its 14th biennial convention on Sunday, following the dedication
program,

1,000 JEWISH LEADERS FROM 44 STATES TO ATTEND U.J.A, NATIONAL PARLEY

NEW YORK, Oct. 25, (JTA) -~ A two-day national conference of the United Jew-
ish Appeal, attended by about 1,000 Jewish leaders from communities in 44 states,
vill open at the Hctel Commodore here tomorrow. - The first results of the U.J.A.
nationwide special drive to raise $35,000,000 in cash during the last three months
of this year will be announced at the parley.

William Rosenwald, national chairman of the special campaign who is also a na-
tional chairman of the U,J.A., today issued a statement declaring he was confident
that the conference “would witness a great outpouring of cash in the roll call of the
various communities® and that the total would come to many millions of dollars, ‘He
added that he based his expectation of a “sizeable and substantial” cash presen?atzon
on the fact that the emergency drive has been gaining momentum and has already
enlisted the active participation of more than 3,000 communities.

The two-day parley, which will mark the mid-point of the drive, will be ad-
dressed by Sec, of Labor Maurice J. Tobin; Israel Zmbassador Abba Eban; U.J.A.
general chairman Edward M,W. Warburg; Jewish Agency chairman Dr, Nahum Gold-
mann; Mr, Rosenwald; U.J./. executive vice-chairman Dr, Joseph J. Schwartz; and
sther American and Israeli leaders.

NEW YORK, Oct, 25, (JTA) -- Phil W, Lown of Auburn, Me., was last night
elected president of the National Friends of Hillel, an organization supporting the
activities of the B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundations among Jewish students at 203 col -
leges and universities in the United States and Canada. Mr. Lownis a memb.er of
the national cabinet of the United Jewisb Appeal and of the board of the American.

fi;iancial and Development Corporation for Israel which conducts the Isracl Bond
drive,

DR, PAUL BARATOV, FAMOUS JEWISH ACTOR, DIES IN LOS ANGELES

LOS ANGELES, Oct, 25. (3TA) -- Dr. Paul Baratov, famous actor of the Russian
end Yiddish stage, died here of a heart attack at the age of 78. Dr, Baratov, who
used the stage name of Ben Zvi, became famous on the Moscow stage before the turn
Of_!he century and came to this country in 1923 where he appeared in many famous
Yiddish theatres in various cities, He gave up his medical profession to become an
actor, During recent years he played in Hollywood in several films.




