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LAST MINUTE NEWS
STATE DEFT, ISSUES STATFMENT ON SITUATION OF IRAQT JEWS; U.S. POLICY NOT INDICATED

WASHINGTON, Nov. . (JTA) -- The State Depertment late today issued a state-
ment on tho Iraql persecution of Jdws based on a report rcceived from the American
Embassy in Baghded. A copy of the report was given Israel Ambassador Eliahu Elath
when ke called et the Dopartment today and conferred with Raymond J. Hare, a member
of the Department's Near Eestern Division.

' The State Department statement, which gave no indication of the American Gov-
ernment's intentions vis-a-vis Irag, declered:

"During the past fow years tenaions arising out of the Palestine controversy
have ocoesionally resulted in agitation ageinst members of minority groups in Near
East countries. . .

 "Trhis government has tonwsd the situation closely and has constantly urged
moderation in treatment of minorities of whatewer faith in the Near East, and has -
expressed the hope that such treatment would be compatible with the objectives of the
United Nations in the f£ield of human rights and funfementel freedom.

"The Department has received information that a certain mumber of Iraqi sub-
Jeots of the Jewish faith have recently been arrested. However, the number is much
smaller than had been mentioned in earlier published rep.rts and individuals taken
. into custody ere understcod to be under charges of having violated specific Iraqi law.

"It 18 further reportod that the Iraqi lead: of the
Jewish community that no Jews will be molested who do not yartioipate in activities
prohibited by Iraqi lsw. The American Embassy in Bagded discussed these reports with
the Iraqi Government in accord with Departmeat policy as indicated.”

Diplomatic sources in Washington today said that Americen reports from Bagdad
indicated that Israel stories of anti-Semitic violence in Ireq were exaggerated. It
was seld that American observers think that the number of Jews in Iragi concentration
cemps 1s closer to the 36 admitted by the Iraqi newspapers than to the 2,000 claimed
by the Israelis. Actually, diplomatic sources in Washington bolieve that the number
of Jews in prison in Ireq 18 betwoen 200 and 300,

Ambassador Elath, in his telk with Mr, Hare, sald that the persecutions were
"continuing with the same severity.": ing his g
out that this 18 not the first excess of the Iraqis agsinst & m-tnority arowp. Bo
cited the massacre of Assyrian Christians in Iraq in 1933.
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JERUSALRM, Nove 1. (JTA) =- The Isreel Ohief Rabbinate today proolaimed
Thursday, Nove 3,Asnﬂayofmm in behalf of the Jews in Iraq.
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TEL AVIV, Nove 1. (JTA) -- The 32nd anni of the of ths Bal-
fowr Doclaration will be celebrated throughout Israel tomorrow. At the same time
the natién will pay tribute to Israel's scientists and observe the .75th birthday of
President Chaim Welzmame--this country's leading scientific figure--by marking the
opening of the new physics institute of the Weizmenn Institute of Science at Rehovot,.

The celebration in honor of President Wolzmann will continue for a week, with
hundreds of visitors--including internationally-lnown scientists--perticipating in the
event. The visiting solentists include Nobel Prize winner Prof. Rozicka, of Switzer-
land and Prof. Fleser of Harvard University.

75 _PERCENT OF OVERSEAS VOLUNTEERS WHO SERVED WITH ISRAFL ARMY TO REMAIN IN NEW STATE

TEL AVIV, Nov, 1, (JTA) -- Seventy-five percent of the foreign wdlunteers
who served with the Israel Army wish to remain in the Jewish state, according to a
survey made public here today. The poll was conducted among 387 of the volunteers,
who are nown as the "Mahal."

According to the survey, 12 percent of those polled expressed a desire to
becomo farmers, 22 percent plan to vesume thoir studies, 17 percent want to go into
b » Beven p will seek g omployment, while four percent plan to
enlist in the police force. Fifty-four p of the volunt want to live in or
near towns while 17 percent will 1live in agricultural sectors, The remainder plan to
settle in Tel Aviv or Haifa.

GREEK JEWISH PARLEY HEARS LITTLE PROGRESS MADE IN ORGANIZING RESTITUIION FUKD

ATHENS, Nove 1. (JTA) -= There has been 1little progress in the work of the
Jewish Restitution Fund set up to talke over responsibility for heirless Jewish propgr-
ty and to use the monies derived from it for the rehabilitetion of Greek Jewry, it
was reported here last night at a meeting of representatives of 18 Jewish communities,
Among other tasks confronting the 48 representatives at the parley is the election of:
& new administrative council for the Fund.

Of the three major branches of the Fund, two of them--the sections at Janina
and Cevalla=-have not progressed beyond the preparatory work of setting up their ap-
‘paretus. At Salonika, the Fund branch has talen over soms 1,400 of e total of 2,000
Pleces of property owned by Jews murdered by the Nazis. The incume from the property
already administered has oome to about $5,000 in the last four months, it was reported

The parley adopted a resolution thankirg King Poul and the Greek Government
for passage of restitution legislation--passed in 1946 and first implemented by the
Cabinet last May. Anothor resolution than'ted ths Jolnt Distribution Camittes for ite
aid to Greok Jewry and asked # to contl its isti program until the rehabilita-
tion Fund vas completoly organized to take over this job. .

ORMER_TNMATES OF DACHAU URGE FRENCH PRESIDENT TO PREVENT DESECRATION OF CAMP TOMBS .

PARIS, Nove 1, (JTA) -- Frenoh President Vincent Auriol received a deloga-
tion from the Association of Formor Inmates of Dachau and was urged tp ask the French:
Ministry to do 1ts utmost to prevent any renewal of deseoration of tombs on the site
of the formor death camp. ‘ : -
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- nunmsr, Nov. 1. (JTA) -- 'rha docres nbonshing compulsory religions in-
n’ln'mtion in Hungary's schools has had a marked effect on the teaching of Jewish
religious principles, it wes indicated here today. Sixty percent of Jewish parents
who were polled expressed a desire to have their ohildren continue to receive reli-
glous instruction,

At tho same time 1t was disclosed that of some h,soo Jewish school-age ohil-
dren in Pest, some 2,850 asked to receive religious instruction. A spokesman for the
Jewish commmity said here that at present the Jewish schools have three weekly génor-
sl religion- classe¢s, one singing lesson and one lesson in the Hobrew Bible.

- TRANSPORTS OF 20-30 PFRSONS FACH LPAVING POLAND DATLY WITH ISRAFL-BOUND JEWS

WARSAW, Nove 1. (JTA) -- ports of app: 1y 20-30 p each are’
leaving Poland daily for Isreel via the Itallan port of Bari, it was reported here
today. Some reports reaching hore state that Israel-bound Polish Jews may have to
wait for transportation in Bari for as long as six weeks.

Because of tho heavy increase in the mumber of applications for Israel mu,
the immigration department of the Israel Consulate here recently had to rent addi-~
tional, quarters to handle the volume of work. It was emounced today that a spe- .
olal train carrying 400 Polish Jews proceeding to Israel via Italy vill leave here
early in December.

2TONISYS WIN TUQ-THIRDS OF SEATS T NETHERLANDS JEWIST COMAUNTTY COURCIL |
AMBTERDAM, Nov. 1, (JTA) -- The management of Jewish coumunal affairs in m-

land bas been vested in the hands of Zionist leaders for emother four years as a re-
sult of tho election victory of Zionist candidates for seats in the Jewish Community

.., Gouncil, Zionists achleved a two-thirds majority of ths seats in the Counoil against

a oambined 1list of non-Zionists.

. ZIONISTS JEOPARDIZE STATUS OF U.S. JEUS, DOROTHY THOMPSON TELLS COUNDIL FUR JUDATSM

PHILADELPHETA, Nove L. (JTA) == Torming the pt of "national md 1ea"
an allen, Eastern- E\n'opean import ounfliotmg with fundamental Amsrican principles and
: Th d leading Zionists of Jeopardizing the equa’
_oivio status of American Jaws by "ths claim that every Jew in the world is a member
of the Jewish People, or Nation."  This claim, sho told 150 delegates and guests of

... the £ifth annual meeting of the Philadelphia ohapter of the American Council for Juda-

4em, had proviously been made only by anti-Semitos and strongly resombled the Nazi
raoist philosophy.

i Mios Thompson axm-ossed elarm at the way, ‘she sald, Americen Jews are boing. -
indoctrinated by Zionist propagande, "with the idea that thoy exist in this country--

a8 everyvhore outside of Israsl--on dublous sufforance and that whatever happened in

Gormany could happen here any minute." Sho denied that there was any enalogy botween

... ~the outbreek ¢ Nezism In Gormany and the danger in this country. In addition to this -

feaxr, the apealor said, "there is ancther tendency equally dangorous s 1t weots
non-Jovs, ana tkat 13 to equato anti-zmnim vith anti-Semitism,” 3
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LEADERS OF 30 TARGEST JPWISH COMMUNITIFS IV U.S. TO DISCUSS 1950 RESPONSIBILITTRS

NEW YORK, Nov, L. (J7A) -- Presidents and of America’s 30 largest
Jewish communities, seeking to map constrnctive plans for meeting American Jewry's
total responsibilities in 1950, will join with a panel of experts in appraising and
clarifying the basic relationship of Jewish needs at a special conference this week=
end at tho Stevens Hotel in Chicago.

The conference has been called by the Council of Jewish Federations and Wel- |
fare Funds and w:u.l. be a "working session" with full discussion of major problems \
by all ives. The parley will hear a report from Harold Glasser,
director of tha ©.J.FM.F, Institute on Overseas Stuites, Mr. Glasser, who has just
returned from a six-week study trip to Israel, will present his findings at the opening
gesaion on trends in Israel's economy, the role of official and private aegencies and
Prospects for immigration in 1950. s

At anothor session, on "Community Plenmning for 1950," the conference partici-
pants will enalyze the implications of overseas and domestic noeds for 1950 community
campaigns. In a round table discussion they will appraise fund raising assets and
liabilities in 1950 compared with 1949 experience, goals, campaign olimate, c®llec-"
tions, leadership handling of local capital needs and protlems of independent compet-
ing drives. They will also explore relationships between communities and national and
overseas agencies, and effect of needs and cempaign methods on budget procedures. Con-
olusions and recommendations growing out of the discussions will be made at the third,
and closing, session.

Berl Looker, chairman of the Jowish Agency in Jerusalem, will serve as a oon-
sultant to the community leaders on questions regarding Israel. Moses Beckelman, as-
sistant Buropean director of the Joint Distribution Committee, will serve as consut-
ant on the J.D.0. program.

Communities invited to the conference are: Atlanta, Baltimore, Boston, Buffa=
lo, Chicago, Cincimnati, Cleveland, Dallas, Denver, Detroit, Hartford, Jersey City,
Eansas City, Los Angeles, Miami, Milvaukee, Minneapolis, Montreal, New Haven, Newark,
New York, Paterson, Philadelphia, Pittsmgh, Rocheafar, St. Louis, St. Paul, San
Francisco, Toronto and Winnipeg.

Sraining Bureau for Jewish Communel Soryice to Hold Amual Mooting

CINCINRATI, Nov. 1. (JTA) -- The th'rd annual meeting of the Training Bureau
for quh Communal sarvios will take place iere Doo. 8, according to an anncuncement
by Geci'ge The wm de the tihree-day
conuutiou of the Genoral Asgembly of the oounoﬂ. of Jowish mnﬂmand Welfare
Funds which also will be held here.

DP_COMMISSION OFFICIAL DOUBTS ALL IMMICRANTS AUTHORTZED UNDER LAW WILL ENTER U.S,

ST, PAUL, Mnn., Nove 1, (JTA) == Edward M, O'Comnor, & member of the Federal

Displ stated hero last night tlmt the provision of the present
P immi “m\ut iring that 30 p t of all displaced admitted to this
ocountyry must 'ho famoru prombly vﬂ.l make 1t impossible to tring in the full number
of 205,000 under the lav, Ur, O'Connor spoke

at a lz-lhte oconference of DP resattlement agencies,
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OITAWA JEWISH COMTNIYY EITARLISHES CEATR OF JURTSPRUDENOE AT HEBREW UNIVERSITY

OTTAWA, Nov. 1. {JTA) ~- The Otfawa Jewish Ccmrmmnity Council today contri-
Puted $5,000 toward the estadliskment of a chair in jurisprudence at the Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jerisalen in the namo of Justice JI.C. Rand of the Suprems Court of Canada
who, as & merber of tha Tnilved Naticns Special Camittee on Palestine, played an im-
portant rols in ths founding of Israesl.

Professor Adolf Ret , ohlef at the affair, emphesized the part
the Heotrew Univeraity coutd piay in sparking the development of Israel and neighbor-
ing Avedb states., Justlco 3and thanked the gathering of 1,500 for the honor paid him
and expressed his oomiidents that the university would become a "bwason of enlighten-’
ment and regoneration for the whole of the Middle Mast.”

ROYAL KATLAR ELEOTED PEESIDENT OF MIDVEST REGION OF UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMFRICA

‘T OMAHA, Keb., Nove le (3TA) -- Royal G. Kaplan, of this oity, was unanimomsly
elected presidert of tue newly-formed Midwest Region of the United Synegogus of Ameri-
ca &t the group's meeting here. The new region 32 congr in eight
states.

‘Spealers at the parley included Dr, Albert I, Gordon, exscutive director of
the Uni%sd Synagogue, wio warned that the preservation and "continued- growth of Cone
servetive Jiudaism required new thought and new ijeas on the part of both laymen and
rabbis.” Dr. Gordon deslered that "we are not preparing owr children for the syna-
@ogue, nor are we preparing them for Israsl, nor are we preparing them for Jewish life."

Asserting that Judeism bad elready pted "many new in
with changed conditions in America," Rabbl Gordon said that the process of ohange
required "sluffing off" of certain customs end ceremonios but warned that "Oonserva-

’ tive Judaism would ceuse to ezist if the sluffing off oontinued on the same vast,
ohaotic and indivlduaiist scale as it has in recent years."

UNEIED LUBAVITCHER YESIIVOTH REPORTS ON DECADE OF ACTIVITY IN UNITED STRTES

. NEW YORK, Nov, 1. (JTA) =- A report on tho achievements of the United Luba-
vitcher Yeshivoth during tho past decade since thoir estadlishment in this country
was made public today by Ratbi S. Gowrary, chairman of tho oxecutive committee. An
annnal dinner marking the complotion of ten years of activity by the Lubavitoher Yeshi-
voth in the U.S. will be held here ¥eb. 5, 1950, it was ammounced.

The report points out that hos of the L 1toh h have been
opened in "varicus cities and towns to make Jewish religious instruction available
to0 a11," The establisiment of Israel, it was noted, has resulted in expanded activie
ties on the part of tho Yoshivoth in the new stato, including tho purchase of new
tuildings in Jorusalem and Tel Avive '

: " +15000 WEST COAST ZIONIST LEADERS PAY TRIBUTE TO THEODORE STRIMLING AT J.N.F, DINNER
. " LOS ANOELES, Nove 1. (JTA) == More than 1,000 West Coast Zionist leaders rep-
resenting 200 local Zicnict and other organizations gathered hore last night to pay
tribute to Thoodore Strimling, president of tho Jowish Mational Fund Counoil hore, at
a J.N.F, dinnor tendered in his konor. .
The @inner ammounced the la@nching of & progrem to purchase 5,000 dunams of
. 1and in tho Wegov in honor of Mr, Strimling and his wife for "tholir yoars of devoted
gervice to Zlonist causes.” Speakers inoluded Dr,. Walum Goldmenn, chelrmasn of the
American section of the Jewlsh Agenoy, Mendel Fisher, exeoutive dirsctor of tho J.N.F.,
and Cyrus Teventhal, president of the Soutbern Pacific Zionist Region, -+ - . . =




