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FIRST SESSION CF ISRAELY CONSTITUERNT ASSEMBLY WILL OPEN IN JERUSALEM FEERUARY 14

VoL, XVI No. 23 (318t year)

GENCY

“TEL AVIV, Jan. 27 (JTA) -- The Pirst session of"the Isracli Constituent As-
genbly vhich vas elscted in Tuesday's nationel elsctions will open in Jerusalem Feb-
mery 1%, 1t was lsarned hefe tonight. The opening session will last four or five
tsys, efter vhich the body will move to Tel Aviv where the remodeling of a large
wilding for housing the Assexbly is nearing ccmpletion.

The first session will be opened by Provisional Presiderit Chaim Welzmann,
efter vhich the Assembly's president and three vice-presidents will be elected by
the members of the body from emong the four leading paitlss--Mapel, Religious Bloc,
¥epen and Heruth. The first session will also decide whether the President of the
state of Isreel shall be elected by the Assembly or by scme other means, When the
President 1s chosen, the present Cobinet will resign and the President will ask the
leeder of the leading party to form 2 new government.

Among otker problems fecing the first session 18 the transition of the Provi-
sionzl Stete Council to the Assembly. The Council's last session will be held cere-
emicusly on Februery 10. -

~ CORFEREZNCE OF BENRLUX MINISTERS DISCUSSES RECOGNITION OF ISRAEL; DRCISION IMAIRERT

I0WDOR, Jen. 27. (JTA) -- The Foreign Ministers of the Benelux nations today
begen discnesing the question of recognition of the Israeli Government, it was learned
bsre, .An ennouncement of their decision is expected some time this week-end.

Tk British Cabinet this morning discussed the implicetions of last night's
wte in Camons on Foreign Secretary Ernest Bevin's Pelestine policy, which receivad
a zenger 283-193 vote of confidence.. The general view here is that Prime Minister
Clenent R. Attlee will make every effort to retain Bevin in the Cabinet.

Scmo’ observers here point cut that et the beginning of World War II Nevills
(:_lznba-m.n was farced to resign as Prime Minister when his goverrment achieved only
& 8l-vote majority on & vote of ccnfidence. The Lebor Party's majority yesterday
w3 90, in a Bouse which it dcminetes overwhelmingly.

Censultation with the British Dominlons on reccgnition continues, it wvas re-
boried today. One dispatch from Canberra, Austrelis, stated that Prime Minister John
B, Chifley seid that Austreliesn recognition of the Jewish state has been postponed
Pending t2lks with other Enpire governments.

Yesterdey's vote followed a defense of that policy by Prime Minister Clement
B, Attles vho inaisted that Britein d1d not advise the Arabs to attempt the conquest
of Palastine, In fect, Attlee asserted, tho proceas of handing over the goverrment
“efxinistretion 4o the lccal population vas carried out most emoothly in the Jevish
&res, Defonding Bevin against charges that his Palestine policy vas actuated by o

i’;ll_!a for ths Jews, the Prime Minister declared: "He has many good friends among
Jews,”
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‘mml COALTTION GOVERNMENT WILL NOT INCLUDE MAPAM AND HFRUTH, MAPAT LEADERS PREDICT
[

| TEL AVIV, Jen. 27, (JTA) =-- The new Isresli Government will be & wide coali-
ion goverrment though ths Mapam end the Foruth will pPotably not be included, Mapail
ders stated today following a study of the count of about two-thirds of the votes
gtich gava the Labor Party a clear lead with 34.4 percent of the votes,

It is'not yot lmown whether the Ganerel Zionists, who received 5.7 percent of
o ballots, will Join tho coalition, but it is almest certaln that the Religious bloc,
«ich placed second with 13.6 percent, and the Progressives with over b percent, will
foln tho government, Thias will guarantee a continuation of the present foreisn policy

Hador, the Mapal evening newspaper, last night predicted the following distri-
tution of seets in the 120-member Constituent Assembly: Mapel, 43; Religious Blco, 18;
fapen, 17; HBeruth (sponsored by the formsr Irgun Zval Leumi),10 or 11; Goneral Zion-
ists, 8; Progressives, 7; Sepherdim, 5; Communists, 3; Wizo, 2; and Fighters (formerly
tts Stern Group), L. In eddition two Avebs will be addséd to the Mapal delegation.
Since the Sephardim are almost certain to join forces with the General Zienists, Eador
sald, the latter vill move into fourth place, ahead of Esruth.

FRRCE CORSUL CONFERS WITH SHERTOX IN TEL AVIV; FRARCO-ISRAELI ECONCMIC TIRS TNDICATED

TEL AVIV, Jan. 27. (JTA) -~ French Consul-General Rene Neuville met todey
vith Israsll Foreign Minister Moshe Shortok for the first time since the ennouncement
of French de facto recognition of Israel. They discussed & number of questions con-
carning FrencheIsrasll relations,

I} wvas learned hers today that even prior to the granting of recognition, the
French Government displayed special interest in the economic possibilities which Is-
mel offers to French investors. Tho French ocorsul in Tel Aviv indicated that e
nmber of ‘business firme in his country are interosted in meking capital Invostments
in the Jewish state. :

A group of French businessmen is expscted to arrive here next month to explore
s possibilities of selling Fremch finished goods, it was Iearned here. Some barter
specpnbs have already been concluded between Israeli end Fronch firms providing for
{bs exchange of Israeli products for French silk throed and bicyclea.

EITTATY WILL NOY HALT JRVS FROM MIGRATING TO ISRAEL FROM TERRITCRY UNDER ITS CONTROL

LOWDON, Jan, 27. (JTA) -~ Britein will permit Jows in its zone of Cermany,
10 Tripoll and 4n other territories undor its contrel to migrete to Israel regardless
of vhothor they are of militery age or not, Under-Secretary Christopher Mayhew to-
&7 amnownced in Commona.

Be declared that following the decision %o release the Cyprus Jews, the Brit-
ish Government elso decided to apply the sems policy to all other areas under British

cmtzol, Asked if this moant that the Jows would be alloved to go free, Mayhew en-
evared: "Yeg,"

Harodd Wilson, président of tie Board of Trade, todey declared that the Brit-
134 Governnent wes vell aware of the prospects of trade with Israel and vas consider-
1ng the matter in tho light of the current situation. He roplied to a questioner who
ugsd thet Brivein not overlook the Israeli markets and permit the United States to
® aboag of Britein in this matter.

-
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HITAIN HGHS TRO RESOLUTION TO REPAY TRANSPORTATION OF DP'S TRANSFERRED TO ISRAEL
B e I IRLIDIIVN VT DL O SRANDIARRED 1Y JOnALL

GENEVA, Jan. 27« (97A) == Britein today vefused to egres %o an International
fefugeo. Organization proposal to transfer unlimlted numbers of Jewish DP's and refu-
wes fron Europe to Pelestine, Reutors reported.

0.J, Bamonds, British delegats on' the nine-nation I.R.0. executive committee
Jiich 15 meeting in closed sesslon here, was said to bave demended some guerantes”
tiet Jewish immigrents to Isreel would not take over the land and homes of Arebs who
fled Israels

Ho also opposed & resolution approved by the other eight members of the body
to authordze the I.R.0. %o repay transportetion costs for the thousands of refugees
vo have already been transferred fram Europe to Isracl by privete Jewlsh relief ore
gnizations, The committee abandoned further debate, held in secret at Britain's re-
qust, to allow the French delegation to draft & compremise resolution which 1t hoped
wuld gain Britain's support. A final decision is expectoed tomorrow. (For earlier
roport e Page ks)

ISRELY ARMISTICE DELEGATION RETURNS TO RHCDES WITE N _INSTRUCTIONS

REODES, Jen. 27, (JTA) -- Reuven Shiloah, Isreseli delegate to the armistice
talks here; returned today from Tel Aviv with fresh instructions as the Israeli-Egyp-
tien conference prepared to resums work this afternoon.

The conference still faced the unsolved difficulty of delineation of ermistice
lines, With Shiloeh was Lt. Col. Yitzak Rebin, Israeli military expert.

WRHE INVITES U.N. CONCILIATION COMMISSION TO COME TO REODES FOR CONSULTATIONS

LAKE SUCCESS, Jan. 2T. {gTA) -- The United Nations Concilietion Commission
for Paléstine was Invited today by U.N. acting mediator Dr. Ralyh J. Bunche to visit
Riodes where Israeli-Egyptian armistice negotiations ars cvroently téking places Dr.
Buche emphasized in his invitation that the oppertuniby to consult with the Commis-
sion menbers "wowld be useful to me and to the negotletions."

Meenvhile, the Security Council todey assumed formnl emthority over the work
of the concdlintion body after receiving formal notification from U.N. Secretary-Gen-
arel Trygve Lie of the commission's formation by the General Assembly.

A dispatch frcm Tel Aviv sald today thet Husseyld C. Yeltchin, Turkish member
of the Commission, and two political edviscrs, exrived there today en route to Jeru-
wulen, The French member of the Ccmmissicn hae beon in Jeruselem for several days
:inlatuark Bthridge, the American representetive, is scheduled %o leave for Pales=

e tomorrow, .

VLR REGOGNIZES TSRAFL, "IN FRINCIPLE"; NOTIFIES ISRAEL REPRESENTATIVE IN SANTIAGO

SNTIAGO, Jen. 27, (JTA) -- The Chileen Covernmnt hes dscidsd to recognize
Imsel "n principle," Foreign Minister German Riesco, todey told Semuel, Goren, Is-
"l ropregentative heres N

‘\
%_ﬁm BUDGET OF $20,000,000 FOR JANUARY-MARCH APTROVED BY STATE COUNCIL

THL AVIV, Jam: 2. (JEA} -- The Tsrseli Govornment’s budget for tho £irat

gm wnths of 1949 wos approved today by the State Council. The sum totals
9:3"’0,000.'. ’ -
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iy DECLIVES 0 COMMENT ON QUESTION OF GRANTING DE JURE RECOGNITION TO ISRARL
_’—’__—_—‘——__—_—————_.‘“—————._—

. WASHIFGION, Jan, 27. (JTA) -- President Truman declined to comment on ques-
itos redsed at his news ognference today sbout possible United States recognition
of toth Isracl and Transjordan.

State Department press ofiicer Micheel J. McDermott said there was no Depart-
wnt coment on reporte thet the Administration would socon begin a study of the pos-
#tlitien of extending Marshall Plan aid to Israel. "I caunot say anything on that,"
I told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

% ?

(The New York Times reported today from Weshington that the Presidert is ex-
poted to grant de jure recognition to Isreel tomorrow or Seturday. The newspaper
dso 3aid thet the United States, as the next step in its friendly policy to Israel,

b expecte:)l to consider the possibility of extending Marshmll Plan aid to the Jew-
45h state.

DRG] ENVOY TO RUMANTA RECEIVED BY PREMIFR; GROZA VOICES FRIENDSHIP FCR ISRAEL

.- BUCHARRST, Jan. 27. (JTA) -- Israell Ministor to Rumenia Reuven Rubin vas
relved here today by Prime Minister Potre Groza. The Rumenian Premier tcld Rubin
42t "Israel enjoye the sincere friendship and strong support of all peace-loving
poples who fought vigorously to liberate themselves frcm the claws of exploitation
ed prejudice.”

EEE 70 SERK GUIDATCE FRCM OTHER COUNTRIES BEFCRE DRCIDING POLICY ON TSRARL

ATHERS, Jan. 27. (JTA) -- Creek diplcmatic guarters revealed today that be-
fmo Grosco determines its own attitude to Israel, the government will seek "clarifi-
aflon" from Gther countries regarding thelr relations with the Jewlsh state and will
tlso consult with them on current Palestine developments, The opening of an Israsli
casulate here was officielly authoiized this week by the Greek Government.

EIAIN FREVENTS REPAYYERT OF FUIDS FOR TRANSPORTATION OF JRMISH DPS TO ISRARL

GEWEVA, Jen. 27. {JTA) -- Britain 1s preventing the International Refuges
trgofzation from reimbursing funds to Jewish relief organizations whick they ad-
"aed for transportaticn of an estimated 70,000 Jewish DP's from Europe %o Israel,
1tvas learned hore last night. i '\_\

- <

: Villiam B, Tuck, director-general of I.R.O., revealed that he is prepareq to
s#ud up to $4,000,000--provided 4n the I.R.O. budget for transportetion of DP's to
% hzpge-to reimburde the Jewish organizations, unless & majority of the I.R.0.'s
xutive comittes, which is now meeking here, objects. The oxecutive cczmitteo
tmoved the director-general's action in moving scme 2,700 rofugecs, including hune
ireds of Jevs, cut of Shanghai,

TES? CYPRUS CAMP CLOSET;LP'S PRESENT GOLDEN KESS T6 OFFICIALS T0 "CLOSE CAMPS FOREVER"

FRMAGUSTA, Jan. 27, (JTA) -- The closing down of the first of the Cyprus in-
t canps vag celebrated-here today by Israel-bound immigrants who have been in-
tered o this 1sland by the British Govermmsnt. Golden ksys were presented by the
™efuges to Rebbi M, Schreibeum of the jewish Agency and Morris Laub of the Joink
"buticn Committos "to close the gates of the Cyprus concentration cemps forever,"

th The second trensport of Cyprus detainses to sail for Israel left last night
EW‘- s 8.9, Galila, More than 1,500 refugees are aboard, including several vomen
Tcted to give birth before the ship reaches Haife.
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2,000 pP'S IN AUSTRIA REFUSE TO EVACUATE CAMP; ASK EARLY MIGRATION TO ISRAEL

VIEWWA, Jane 27, (JTL) == Scue 2,000 displaced Jews at the Bindermichl cemp,
wer Linz, today reJected & U.S. Aimy demend that thoy evacuate the.cemp, reportedly
1o 12ko room for dependents of military personnsl.

The Jews refuse to move to any otker camp until their status in relation to
imigration to Isreel is clarified. They ave concerned over the military authorities'
{end for & complete end hasty evecuation of the camp., Instaed, they ask that it be

dletred by dogrees.

Méenvhile, Jewish crgenizations here are of the opinion thet the speedy trens-
fir of Jewish DP's depends on a change in the present military government regulatiofis,
shich prevent the leaving of displaced Jews of military age. Such a change, the Jew-
{sh orgenizetions point out, would permit eome 5,000 DP's to leave Austria by the end
o April, Barold Trobe, Joint Distribution Committee director for Austria, suggested
tiet tho 3,000 Jews who remain after that time--those who are too i1l to move end
tiese who choose to immigrate to pleces other than Israel--could be housed in two
lergo cemps in the U.S. 2zone.

VSN COURT SETS PRECEDENT BY IMPRISONING A POLE FOR PUBLICLY INSULTING A JEW.

VARSAW, Jen, 27. (JTA) ==~ Miroslav Klizner, & Pole, wes today sontenced to
tires years imprisonment for publicly insulting e Jew. The sentence was passed by &
fweev district court_: in the f£irst such action in the regent history of Poleand.

The Cowrt's decision stressed that the sentence wtis severs bedause at this
tis & zan vho incited one part of the Polish people against another was & threaet to
i recovery of the entire nation.

5, CORGRESSMAN SUBMITS BILL TO SET UP IMMIGRATION QUCTA FOR ISRAEL

WASEINGTON, Jan. 27. (JTA) -- Esteblishment of an’immigration quota for Is-
xl s called for today by Rep. Kenneth B, Ksating of Now York, in remarks in
Houses

Rep. Keating introduced e bill calling upon the U.S. to set up such a duota,
ladfed thie hope "that de Jurs recognition by our country will shortly follow, now
12t tho nov stete has clearly demonstrated her capebllities of self-government."

Feating suggested that a "token quota" that was sét up for "the British Man-
&t of Palestine with Transjordan," esteblished by Presidentiel proclamation in 1938,
% ued to establish the Isracli quote, In this vay, he said, the total number of
‘migrants admissible to $his country would not be raised.

President Truman today sent draft legislation to the Senete to autherize an
‘imopriation for a special contribution by the United States to the United Nations
Tad for the Care of Refugees in Palestine. In a message in October the Prosident
i bs vould ask Congress to provide up to $16,000,000 for this purpose.

%, STRPHER WISE HONORED AT 75TH BIRTHDAY DINNER; PREDICTS STRONGER AMERICAN JUDAISM

LAWRENCE, N.Y., Jane 27. (JTA) -= Dr. Stephen S. Wisp, prosident of the Ameri
%@Javish Congress, was honorsd here tonight at a dinner marking his 75th birthday.
BYld the gathoring that e strongor and more vital American Judalem vill flourish

future, The speakers includsd Dr. Meurice N. Eisendrath, president of the
Bo of irericer Hebrow Congregations, and Dr. Nelson Glueck, president of Hobrew
3:;;11989\79\715&1 Tnstitute of Religion, under whose auspices the dinner wes






