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(I0NS POSTPONES PALESTINE DEBATE; BEVIN ANNOUICES CYPRUS INTERNEES TO BE FREED

IONDON, Jen. 18, (JTA) -- The House of Commons today postponed & debate on
the Palestine problem for a week following such & request by Foreign Secretary Ernest
EDovin who told Perliament that because of the "delicate negotiations” now in progress
| netwoon Tsrael and Egypt on the island of Rhodes he d1d not think that it would be

¢ vise for the government to declave 1%s Falestine policy. '

Bevin also announced that Jewish refugees interned on Cyprus because they are
| of nilitary age will now be permitted to go to Israel whenever the Jews provide trans-
E ort for them, Ho asserted that a "favorsble situation" for the release of these men
| hnd erisen. Ho added: that U.N. mediator Ralph J. Bunche had been informed of this :
¢ docisions

Former Prime Minister Winston Chwrchill, who originally raised the Palestins
question and later insisted on & full dress debate next week rather than a statement
83 Bovin suggested, attacked the Secretary's action in releasing the Cyprus imternces.
Bs insisted thet the announcement that "e comsiderable number of men of military age"
are being released from Cyprus in order that they may "Join the Jewish forces" did not
'ti4 in very well with drastic militery action" taken in tho opposite direction.

Bovin retorted that he had been endeavoring to deal with the Cyprus situation
for some time. He also stated that he was not imterested in preserving his reputation
bub in taking all possible actions in behalf of peace. In response to a challenge by
Clemsnt Davies, leader of the Liberal Party, who-demanded to lmow why Britain had sent
troopa to Egypt, Transjorden end Palestine in defiance of the Security Couneil's reso-
lution of May 29, 1948, Bevin declared that the troops sent to Transjordan wers dis-
Petched under the Anglo~Transjorden Treaty and there wes no obligation to seek the ~ -
Council’s assent.

Churchill Stresses Need for British Reco&iﬁion of Israel

Rosuning their personal debete, Churchill asked that the British troope at
Aggba not be permitted to "souttle eway" before the Parliamentary debate on-Pales-
tis, Ep also stressed the meed for a British representative in TIsrael.

Ansvering the second point first, Bevin said that the question of recognition
¥8s "not en easy one” and that the govermment had to arrive at a decision on the basis
of UM, actions, "With regard to scuttling,” replied the Foreign Secretary, "I think
Churchi1) knows that I am ‘too fat to scutile from angwhere.” :

Bernstt Janner, Lebor M,P., asked that "no eteps of & unilateral nature"
talen pendiiig the Commons debate next wesk and that no more troops be committed in
&y action which appears to be aimed at Isvasl. To this Bavin statéd: "The case will
tewr, T repeat never, be settled unless by agresment between the two parties, Fcrce
b7 either side will not fimally settle it. There will be no need to move troops at
el 1f both s1des keep the truce, and I shell be egainst either side which breaks 1t."

\,
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'ERITATN REPORTED TO HAVE DECIDED TO RECOGNIZE ISRAEL; COMMUNICATES WITH DOMINIONS

LONDON, Jan, 18, (JTA) =-. The British Cebinet has decided to recognize Israel
tmediately after the Israell elections avé - held next veek, -1t was learied here
today. The decision was taken at a stormy meeting of the Cabinet yesterdey.

Opponents of Foreign Secretary Ernest Bevin, at that meeting, pressed for the
" roloase of the 11,000 Jewlsh displaced persons detalned on Cyprus and for immediate
= rojognition of Israel, However, they agreed to hold up recognition & week to enable
the Dominions to be informed of the forthooming recognition,

[SRAEL REJECTS BRTTTSH FROTEST ON DOWNING OF FIVE R.A.F. FLANES OVER JSRAELI THERTTORY

. TEL AVIV, Jen. 18, (JTA) --- The Isracli Government today rejected the British

protest against the shooting down of five R.A.F. planes over Israell positions on Jan.

7o The Israell reply was routed via U.N. Secretary-General Trygve Lie because there
are no Pormal diplomstic relations between the Jewish state and the British Government.

: The note, which termsd the British reconnaissance flight over the border region
¥ "lllogitimate and i1l considered," placed all responsibility for the incident on Bri-
tain, Denying British claims that the planes were downed over Egyptian territory, the
wote said that supporting evidence of the Jewish contention that the planes were over
Israeli territory is to be found in the statements of two British pilots who paras .
chnted out of their plenes and were captured by the Israelis, and in the location of
one of the downed planes--it orashed in flames near Nirim, a Jewish settlement in

the Negevs .

The lengthy Israell statement regretted that the Israeli Government was not
able o accept as accurate the statement issued by the United Kingdom Government on
the matter, and noted & British statement saying the planes were engaged in reconnais<
sance to ascertain the depth of the Israell incursion into Fgypt while a second flight
was dispatched to obtain information regarding the plenes missing from-thée fireb £1ight.

* Even if the British statemsnt is correct, the Israell note said, the dispatch
of British aircraft in collsboration witd Egyptian forces to obtain information on Is-
reeld positions constituted a greve breach of neutrality and warranted military coun<
ter-action against aireraft engaged in such & reconnaissance missione

The claims contained in the British statement, thé Tel Aviv note went on, were
dsproved however, by the evidencd of doth dcwmed pilots who admitted thet they loaded
guns on their craft and photographed positions over Israell territorye. The unsanouriced
flight took place from the direction of enemy lines when Israeli positions weré being
sttacked from the eir, the note pointed out, and thercfore the British planes were un~
avoldably regarded as enemy aircraft and beceme the target of defensive fire from Is-
rasli ground forces, The second flight, whose planes were loadef with bombs, came as
8 tettle formation and air combat occurrsd .ten kilometers inside Israel.

“The Provisional Government of Israel regrets any encounter which took place
Yotweon the Israeli end the Royal Alr Forces," the note seid, "The governmént regrots
Uat a British pllot lost Lis life , but considers that responsibility lies with those
vho ordered the operation which, in the light of the evidence cited, cannot be regard-
o &3 1legitinate and 111-considered.”
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OF ARMISTICE PACT SUBMITTED BY U,N. MEDIATCR TO ISRAEL AND EGYPT AT RHODES TALKS

IAKE SWCCESS, Jan. 18. (JTA) -= The text of a draft ermistico prepared by
.¥.mediator Dre. Ralph Bunche and his staff was presented at Rhodes today to the Ise
raoll and Egyptian delegations with a view to receiving their observations, it was re-
ported here from U.N. headquarters in Rhodes.

Dr. Bunche was busy discussing the dreft this afternoon with the heads of the
two delegations whem he saw alternatively. Informal talks at which suggestions and
comter-sugnestions will be offered are to tals place tomorrow, after which there will
b a plenary meeting on Thursday. The holding of such a meeting is teken to indicate
! that the signing of an armistice between Israel and Egypt is only a matter of sev-
eral more days. .

The president of the Security Council was informed last night by Dr. Bunche
that he expects the ermistice negotiations between Egypt and Israel to be concluded
vithin a few deys. Dr, Bunche also reported that he has taken steps to initlate
amistice negotiations between Israel and the other Arab states.

Drawing the attention of the Security Council to the fact that the U.N. Pal-
estine Conciliation Commission held its first meeting yesterdey in Geneva, Dr. Bunche
wrgsd that the office of the mediator should be terminated in accordaice with the re-
solution of the Security Council which provides that the functions now assigned to
the mediator and to the Consuler Truce Comission on Palestine be transferred to the
Con¢iliation Commission,

"It i3 obviously desireble that the functions and responsibllity of the Un-
ited Netions 4n its efforts to achieve a peaceful adjustment of the Palestine situa-
tion should be centralized in one orgen to the greatest extent poseible,” Dr. Bunche
aid in his cable from Rhodes. "There ars obvious disadvantages from a multiplioity
of United Nations agencies or representatives workidig simultansously on various es-
,pects of the problem.”

Information received here from the U.N, headquerters in Rhodes indicated that
Dr. Bnchs was optimistic abcut the possibilities for an agreement between Ierasl and
Egpt on all questicns under discussion. A usually relisble source here sald today
that an ermistice between Israsl end Lebanon would be announced witin the next fow days.

PLISTINE TRICE COMMISSION MEETS IN JERUSALFM:FREPARES FOR ARRIVAL OF CONCILIATION BODY

JERUSALEM, Jan. 18, (JTA) -- The Ccnsular Truce Commisslon met here yester-
day 1a & routine sesalon. Although the exact nature of tho meeting is not known, 1t
15 believed that the members discussed the problem of obtaining housing end other
facilities for the members of the U.N. Palestine Cenciliaticn Commission who are due
to open their headquarters here noxt week,

Jean Rieuvenhugs, chairmen of the ruce Commission, refused to ccmment today
o & suggestion by acting mediator Dre Relph J. Bunche to the Security Council that
1% abandon 11 mediation and truce services of his office and that of the truce com-
tesion and turn over all authority end responsibility to the new Conciliation Com-

::zion. Nieuwenhuys said that he had no informetion concerning Dre Burche's sug-
one
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TRITISH ENVOY CONFERS WETH SECRETARY LOVETT ON PALESTINE; ENCOURAGED BY RHODES TALES

: VASHINGTON, Jen, 18, (JTA) -- British Ambassador Sir Oliver Franks conferred
! for an hour this morning with Acting Secretary of State Robert As Lovett on Pelestine.
P told rewsmen after his call that they hed "continued" their discussions about the
. Pelestins area and "noted with encouragement the rrogress which is being made at

! Rhodes," Ho added: "I persomally have soms feeling of optimism.”

POLISH JEWISH LEADER CONFERS WITH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ON MIGRATION TO ISRAEL

WARSAW, Jen. 18, (JTA) -- The question of emigration of Jews from Poland to
Isreel was discussed by Dre Adolf Berman, chalrman of the Central Committee of Jews
in Poland &nd leader of the Mapam Party in this country, in a series of conferences
held here with several important officlels of the Polish Government.

Dr. Berman was informed that the continuation of Jewish emigration from Po-
1and to Israel is now being discussed by the proper Polish authorities. In the last
fev woeks, only & small number of emigration permits were issued and, as of the first
of this year, the issuance of passports is now being handled by district administra-
tive suthorities, rather than by the Foreign Ministry.

The government officials also assured Dr. Berman that Zionist organizations
in this country will not in eny way be interfered with, contrary to rumors, circu-
lating here after the closing down of the local Jevish Agency office, that Zionist
groups would be bahnad ln Poland.

: Dr. L. Crinstein, Israeli commercisl attachs in this country, left yesterday
for Tol Aviv %o report to Israeli Government officials on the new Israeli-Polish com~
wrelal treaty, Meanvhile, Israel Barzilia, Israell envoy to Poland, has begun &
series of telks with leading Polish Government officiels, He has already met with
Hinister of Navigation Re.'pa.tzki, Speaker of the Polish Parliament Kovalski, and will
- probably be received shortly by Minister of Internsl Affairs Modzelvski end Frims
Minister Cyrankievitch. ’

REFRESENTATIVES OF 80 JEWISH GROUPS DEVISE PLAN TO CHECK ERITTSH ACTION AGAINST ISRAFL

NEW YORK, Jen. 18, (JTA)-- Representatives of 80 national Jewish organizations
participated in an extraordinary emsrgency conference here tonight at the Park Cen-
tral Hotel at which a wnited program of ection was devised "to thwart current British

preparations for militery intervention in Israel.”

|

| The conference, which was called by the American Zionist BEmergency Council,
s not open-to the public. It was eddressed by Dr. Abbe Hillel Silver, chairman of

the Americen section of the Jewish Agency, and by Autrey S. Eben, chief Israell dele-

@to %0 the United Netions, Eban presented & report on the probléms now ficing Israel.

FIRST JEWISH IMMIGRANTS TO ISRAEL FROM CHINA ARRIVE; ADDITYONAL HUNDREDS EXPECTED SCON
TEL AVIV, Jen., 18, (JTA) -- The first Jewish immigrants to reach Israel from

Ching bave arrived in the Jewish state, it was announced here todey. Additionael hun-
ireds of Jews from China are expected to land here soon, the arnouncement said.
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TTIZENSHIP PROVISIONS OF NEW ARGENTINE DRAFT CONSTITUTION EVOKE CONCERN AMONG JEWS

BUENCS AIRES, Jans 18. (JTA) -~ The provision of the proposed nev Argentine
constitution which cells for forelgners who reside in Argentina for two years to ap-
1y for citizenship or leave the country mey lead to grave complications for some for-
sign Jews in this country, Jewish circles today peinted out. ’

These circles were concerned with the fact that the proposed constitution does
ot provide for automatic citizenship, but leaves the matber of granting citizenship
to another law, still to be promulgated. In the past, Jews who because of the war
: could not produce birth certificates were automatically barred from citizenship by

foderal judges.

' If the same situation should prevail after passage of the new constitution,
the Jews will conceivably be in & worse predicement. It is feared that in complying
vith the law and applying for citizenship, Jews without adequate documentary evidence
of thelr birth will be left in a legal limbo and may run into e myriad of difficulties

Jewish circles here also point out that the draft constitution makes no pro-
vision for declaring racial persecution a high crime, as was promised by the pro-
Peronist Organizacion Israslita Argentina. The pro-Peronist group explains this by
steting that the present dreft of the charter is not "definitive,” However, it 1s
. pointed out that under the general clause which orders the outlawing of anti-demoe
' cratic groups, the anti-Semitic pro-fascist Allanza Libertadora Nacionalista is ex-

' ;oted to be dlssolved.
DISPLACED JEWS IN TTALY ABANDON TUEIR OBJECTIONS TO I.R.O. PHOTOGRAPH REGULATTONS

', ROME, Jen. 18, (JTA) -~ The Internationsl Refugee Orgenization authorities
Iav recently remewed their request that Jewish DP's in Itely supply two photographs
for identification purposes and the Jews, unlike a year ago, have agreed to the re-
quest, 1t was learned here todey. co .

The I.R.0. this time pointed out thet 1t required two photos so that one could
be used on an identity cerd and the second could be kept in the I.R.0. files for fu-
ture reference. When the I.R<O. officials said that the second photograph might be
wed to justify Joint Distribution Committee claims on the I,R.0. for transportation
expenses of displaced Jews to Israel, the DP's agreed to the procedure.

A yoar ago, the DP's refused to accede to $he double photograph requirement,
polnting out that the second photograph might te used by British intelligence to lden-
tify the ‘port of embarkation of an intercepted visaless immigrant. At the time, the
British were returning 4o the port of embarketion all apprehended refugee inmigrants
vhoge seiling point could be disocovered.

1.R.0¢ DIRFOTOR REPCRTED FAVORING TRANSPCRTATICN AID TO ISRAEL-BOUND DP'S

GENEVA, Jan. 18. (JTA) == The I,R.0. should provide transportation services
to dlsplaced Jews going to Israel for settlement, I.R.0. director-gensral William He
Tuck belleves, a representative of the World Jewish Congress revealed here today aft
or a conference with Tuck. .

The W.J.Cs representative siated that the directore-gensral estimates that some
30,000 DP's will receive some I.R.0. service in 1949 if service is resumed for Israsl-
Yowd refugesss A finel decision 1s expected Januery 25 when the I.R.0. board is
Scheduled to meet.






