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 THRAEL, ANROUNOES READINESS TO MEET NGYPT #COR PEACKFUL SETTLEMENT OF NEGEV BATTLE 5
TEL AVIV, 00ts 18, (JTA) o= Tho Toreclt rrment tonight afnounced 1t
zyadiness %o meet with Egyptian representatives "any time at such a place as iiay He f
agreed upon in order to settle peagefully all d!ﬁeremes that have a:‘ieen between
Egypt and Israel in the Nogove"
e

. The government offer was maae 4n response to an inguzry by the Unitea T
. tions as to Israel is propared to order an immediate and unconditional Poure
day. cease=five 50 88 to proviae tino for the psaceful settlement of the Wegov dife
£icultles regarding the maintenance of the truce thore. The United Nations. proposed
- that a meeting of the parties 1nvtn.ved ‘Yo held in Gavanment Houvse in Jemsalem

Aelmi vhethor the Toraeli’ authnrﬁ.ties will in tlo meantims lssus & ceass-
five order, a governiient spolpaman said: "Judging from past éxperiences during the
£irst and second truce, wo don!t fecl prepared ¢o order any cease-fire until e have
proper gurantees that . the Egyptian under‘bal:haga will bo !mpb and the road %0 the :
Fegov will be lopt opon."

Msauwhue Isracli forces in the Wegov were today _actively conaolidat‘mg
a:l,uons gained in yesterﬂay'l intenige Pighting and wére preSsing on td eliminato wha'
ever Egyptian positiona cuuurmed %0 menace Ieraen cmmmnica.tions ©0.tho’ Ne v, sets
ﬂmnts. L e -

Late eten’iay the Jews euccesdsd in capturing a n\mber of heights along

" the ‘Majdsl-Feluja=Beit Jobrin road, f£inally freeing the supply road to- ths -fiore “than
& gcore of Jewish settloments in the desert. “An officlal communique this morning re
Vealed that the Israsld alv:force was-active again during the night ‘bombing: enamy
copsentrations at Geza, Bse&'shsba, Ma;ldal, -Faluje and tha El. Arish airﬁald. g

. 8 & vesult of o ﬁghﬁng, an Israeli striking fctece selzed couplets -
_aontxgl of a six-nile-wide corridor through tho Egyptlan lines and imediately ‘boy
“40 8end supply truoks rolling through %o the isolated Jewish which ‘have'bes
depenung on their provisions for t!m past fov months on tho “Ismen adr 14PE".

Tho Iragl front-in oentz'al Palostino: became ective toaay when the Ayab
shellod ‘$ho Jowioh cottlesnb of KtarYavitz i’or a half-hour. * Kfar Yavm faces
Mhm-ﬁablua 1eg of the Aved tri

R Jmusmm, oot, 185 (gTa) == Israsli positiom 1n' the mmara
tha southem Soctol of Jorusalem vere subjécted €o: Arab
night, an Isracli commmique reported “bodays - Ons: Jwiah aoldier .Wag- BLightl;
Y siz~pmmﬂ Arah ant:l-taa e Greek Gonsul ~yithout 1!!8
‘cagual : /
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U.N, SECURITY COUNCIL MEETS TODAY TO DISCUSS NEGEV FIGHTING; ISRAFL SUSMITS STATEMENT

PARIS, Oche 18, (JTA) == Warren Ro Austin, Amewlcen member of the Security
ccungﬂ. and this month's Counoil vresilent, today celled a mesting of ©ha Counoil for
tomofrow to discuss ths Negev fighting. Austin's decision was made following a meete
ing this morning with acting mediator Dr. Ralph Bunche.

The f£irst item on the agonda tomorrow will be & report by Drs Bunohe on the
present situatlion in the Pelostine dosort es woll as the rescilon of the Isracll end

Governments to hls demand for en irmediate cease~firs with both belllgerents
holding the positions which they occupy at the moment of tne cease=fire.

During the latter part of todey the members of the Isreeli delegation met
to plan the Israeli position at tomorrow's Coundil session, Meanwhile, Aubrey Se
Eban, Israsli representative to the United Nations, foday submitted a letter to the
President of the Ceunoil outlining the situation which led to the outireak of fight~
Ing in tho Negov as woll es tho guaranteés which the Jewish state requires before it
can call off its offensive to safeguard commnicatlons to the more then & score of
settlements in the deserts

" Eban's commmication drew attention to thé truce violatiofis of the Fgyp=
tian forces in the Negove It contended that obstruction of Jewish convoys heading
for the settlements constitute a wlolation of the truce in that a U.N, truce commis-
8ion ruling of Sept. 11 irplied free passage for Jewish supply trains six howrs
each day.

° Continiiing to describe the events which led to the Egyptian attack on an
Isresll convoy Octe 15, touching off the presént oomde’, Eban's letter underlinsd. the
olitical nature of the Egjptian action. It charged 'bbm; simulteneously with the
b attack on the Jewish convoy, the Egyptians 1aid cla.’un to the area in order to
oreme the "11lusion" that the Arab invad 1 in the Negove
The Egyptien strategy ves aimed at acquiring e politicel advantage from a truce
violation, the letter stressed. .

Israel's Position Regarding Suspension of Militery Operations Outlinaa .

The communication further clerified Israecl's position concerning a roturn
to the etatus quo in the Negow T4 pointed out that the Israoli Government; informed
oL ves of the tor that 1% will not order a suspension of military opex=
ationa until full guerantees are received that ell Egyptian attacks agiinst Teraell
ications and will cepse completelys Eben concluded by i'+
_stating mt at the tims of wrl I:Lng thd Lotker the Government of Israel had received
no information on Egyptien ink ing such

It was loarned here today that the latest Sutbreak in the Negav is alaxm-
ing Egyptien Gowrnment leaders and has.resulted in consultetions betweon Egyptian
de;e@aum mofibeys and the American and British delegations. The cost of the war s -

concern to the Egypbien Governmont. Egypt has expended in the fivee
monﬁ: wer and tho exmed truce & total of 80 million pounds ($320,000,000) ,or i’our-
£iPths of its scheduled rovenuo for this year.

he Cadro Governmant'a f£irat estimeto was that vhe war would cost 30 nils
1ion pmﬂs ($120 000,000), and this was the emount which Premier Nokrashi Pashe
eskwd in e secret meeting of the Egyptian Senate on My 14, on the eve of the war
against Israel, The money was to be drawn from Egypt'a \budgetary roserves. At that
" gession of tho Senate the Promier. told the Senators.thet the wer against Isreel would
©  be’over in two weeks, and that ho received assurances thed ns%lm‘ Britain nor the -
. Becurity Counoil would intervene aurins that perlode B oS
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