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li. PALESTINE SESSTON OPENS ON PESSIMISTIC NOTE; STRESS NEED FOR DU/FDIATE TRUCE

FLUSHING MEADOWS, April 16, (JTA) -- In an atmcsphere of undisguised pessi-
em, the special General Assembly session cn Pelestine opened here tcday to reconsi-
the partition decision end decide the future of Pelestine.

Emphasizing that this 1s the third time the Palestine question is being
nsidered by the U.N. Assembly, Ambassador Joao Carlos Muniz of Brazil, who presided
the absence of Oswaldo Aranha, said: "The first condition for the success of the
Iscussione which are to take place here is the full assent of Arabs end Jews alike
 the truce resolution of the Security Council."”

Only the total suspension of hostilities in Palestine, Muniz seid in his

ening address, can create a favorable etmecsphers which will enable the Assembly
find a solution. Both Muriz and Jose Arce of Argentina, who was elected president
§ the special session, stressed the exlsting antegonism between Jews and Arabs and
pealed for a bread formula for cooperation.

"The best program the Assembly may chcose," Arce said, "would be of less value
jan agreement between the Arabe and Jews." He warned thet the moment mey arlse when
po strategic interests of the great powers in Palestine may cause both communities

b regret their failure to agree on a peaceful solution of their problem.

; By secret ballot the Assembly elected Cninese delegate Tingfu F. Tsiang chair-
in of the Political Comaittee which will be composed of ell 57 member nations and
11, together with the Trusteeship Committee, Landle the most vital work of the
pssion. Teiang's election to the presidency of the Assembly was defeated, by a vote
31-18, vwhen & coalition of Latin Americarn and Arab states eupported Arce's candi-

B0y
Seclmit]__()ouncil Decision ca Truce Hold Major Factor

. T}za election of Arce and Teiang to heed the two nmajor U.N. organs involved in

he Palostine case was received with apprehension by Jewish circlee in yiew of the
eviously expressed attitudes of China and Argentina toward partition. It vas
scalled that in the Security Council both countries maintained a definitely negative
ttitude tovard the mplemantation of partitions ’

avy cardon of New Yor! police and U.K. security guards wes throvn around
tionery mo 8 at today's opening session were more

entrance to the builai.ng vas care-
zed. A

“npon the imnrtuea of tonigh’c'a
onthe purely procedural opening of
truce plan-is adopted and enforced
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11 pave the way towerd a solation by ‘the £ssendly which would be acceptable to
Jews and Arsbs.
: Whether the Courcil will or wi.d no'b reach egreement. on the terms of a aenex-al
ice tonigh*--and {this deperds lsxpely ugeon the athitude of the Soviet and Ukrainien
togations-~the peramount importencs of enfcreing peace in the city of Jerusslem was
hasized by many delegates es a move which wey lead tn peace throughout Palestine.
ivas pointed oub thet even under the pertiticn proposel ell parties concerned -
ed that Jerusalem is-to be under U.N, trusteeship arnd governed vy a U.N. appointed

Delegates Point Up Tops for Swift Peace in Jeruselem

Becaure Jerusalert is held sacred by the three major faithe and especially
jause of the pleas sent by non-jewish religious leeders to the U.N. urging speedy
ion to helt bloodshed in Jeruselem, it is expected thet whatover the outcome of

general truce negotiations something will be done within the next few éays to
jure peace in the Holy City under international supervision.  Such a peace, it is-
ued, would have & beneficial effect upon the whole Paiestine situation and would
fble the Asgenmbly to proceed with its work in a less impessionod etmosphere.

The afternoon session wes devotad to electing presidents and vice-presidents
b the six major committees whick, witk the .president of the General Assembly, con-
ytute the powerful steering committse wh ch regulates the Assembly's agenda. Of
or importence was the election of Sir Carl Berendsen, of Iew Zealand, as chairman
the Trusteeship Committee which will have primary responsibility for drafting the
sposed Palestine trusteeship.

Naerollsh Entezam of Iran was elected chairmen of the Legal Committes which,
er present -circumstances, mey play a decisive role since 1% can be called upon to
§e whethor or not the U.N. Palestine Commission should continue its work of im-
Erenting partition or should abstain from further action pending the decision of
b Assembly on the future govermment of Palestine,

. Shertok Asks Clarification of British Role Duriy Truce Period

Moshe Shertok, in a letter’ addressed to nr. Alfonso Lopez, president of the
urity Couneil; 'boday called for clarification of the Council's truce resolution
jding that the Mandatory Pwer sha.u rata.n the fraedom of actiun b;r its owm
T :

"Unlass oo’ clm-iﬂcation to the eontrary is forthcoming, the Me.naatory Pom
be deeusd o ‘be authorized by the Security Council to carry out s operations
activiues evén. to the preah&‘ce of the c(mcit.’:ma upcmvhich ths maintenance of




3 JERUSALEM, April 16, (JTA) -~ Striking at Areb strongpoints threstening Jow-
vehicular traffic along the Tel Aviv-Jeruselem mein artery, B.aeanah forces this
) g occupied the strategic Arab vulage of Saris.

¢ Using mortars end - smaller veapona , the Haganah troops swooped dovn on the
pavily-fortified Arab stronghold from the surrounding hills , destroying at least 25

puses in the surprise assault. The villege was occupied by Ireql troops under the
prmand of German officers, who withdrew after a brief exchange of fire.

Saris 18 the location of the Res el Zin pumping station for the Jerusalem ° - ..
ater line and its control by Jews ensures the city's Jewieh population of a fairly
sble source of water supply. Hegensh headquarters points out that the only remain-
fng Areb-dominated section of the Jerusalem-Tel Aviv road is a small area from Bab

il Wed to Saris. When this stretch of road, as well as Beb el Wed itself, is seizeg,
the Jews will be in complete control of the vital highway.

: Meanwhile, terse dispatches from the Mishmar Hasmek battlefront, where a
large Haganah unit hes succeeded in swrrounding the mein striking force of Fawzi
jaukujl in a major engagement, indicated that fighting in that sector has subsided.
ovever, 1t was believed here that the lull might be & prelude to an even greater
jattle than yesterday in which several hundred Arabs were reported killed and
aukuji escaped near capture by fleeing across the border to Transjorden.

A Jewish convoy in the Gaza district, in southern Palestine, was attacked
fwice by Arab guerrillas while it was en route north, presumsbly efter having de-
ivered supplies to an isolated settlement. One vehicle was disabled and one Jew
poriously injured, Jewlsh sources said. The convoy returned to its base after the
ews inflicted & number of casualties on the ralders.

Jerusalem's electricity supply was threatened yesterday following a huge fire
fhat broke out near the city's electric power stetion. The blaze, of undetermined
prigin, destroyed huge stocks of fuel o1l and caused dense clouds of black smoke to
lanket the elty, . ¢

| A Jewvigh. my apokeamn sald today that tha Arsb statos fear mtemxrbion

by the Transjordan Areb Legion in the military struggle ‘between Jews and Arabs in

Palestine singe’ K:lne Abdullah vould atwnpt to occupy cerbain purts of the comtry
" plang,

Bt gionmtdmvareeenﬂybeg\mtowmae
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ROME JEWS DEMONSTRATE AGATNST FASCISY ATTACK; TTALTAN GOVERNMENT EXPRESSES REGRETS

- ROME, April 16. (JTA)--A large demonstrarion pmotéstinz yesterday's fascist
lattack on dews in the Rome Jewish gbetto quarter was staged here last night in the
Rome synagogue,

Earlier, ‘Under-Secretary for Interral Affairs Achille Marazza expressed the
Htalien Governmert's regret over the incident to Dr. Raffaele Cnntcni, president of
he Urion of Itelien-Jewish Commimities, and voiced the government's determination
to prevent its repetition. Meanwhile, sirong forces of police stood guard today

n the Jewish quarter to head off any possible recurrence of the raid, in which
everal Jews were seriously injured.

2! DIA-LONDON AIRLINES REFUSE TO BOOK JEWS BECAﬁSE THEY CANNOT GET ARAB TRANSIT VISAS

LONDON, April 16, (JTA)--Airlines operating between India ard London and

New York are refusing to book passage for Jewish passengers because they are uneble

o obtain Seudi Arabian end Iranian fransit visas for them, it was learned here today.
The traneit visas are required for the one-hour refuelling stopsthat mest of the
fplanes on:the India-London-New York run make,

Meanwhile, the Colcnial 0ffice teday assured an Agudes Israel delegation
fthat 1t will do its utmost to secure food supplies for Jerusalem, The deputation
old a Colonial Office representative thet it considers the British Government
iresponsible for assuring the entry of food supplies into the Holy City until May 15,
A high Coloniel Office representative told the Agudeh delegates earlier that he will
tintexrvene to obtain the ry irport 1i from the Palestine Government for
fthe Union of Orthodox Rebbie of the United States and Canada to send kosher fcod
prcels into the country.

I¥RENCH GOVEENMENT WITEDRAWS LICEHSES FOR EXPORT. CF ARMS TO IEBANON AND SYRIA

PARIS, April 16, (JTA)--The Frenmeh Government has withdrewn export licenses
eranted to privete mmitions firms which beve obtalued comtracts for the delivery
of huga quantities of arms -end ammition to Lebanon and sma, ‘it was reported hore

other members of tho c«binat
A mss meet:ns az-mn.god by tha French L.asue ror a Fres Palestine was halted

Bast night by ;pro-Arabs in the avdience. Police, ezplain:lns they could not legany
o sriere since thametingmmnc, advlaed tbaz.essue %o, canceltheraﬂg

1 BELSEN, Ayz—.ll 16 (m)-—l!u;laced Jews here mked ‘the 'chizd annimau-y
of their .ubuatiqn rrcq the infatous s«:;en-neuen cancen‘t.r&ﬁon ca‘np today by
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EWISE BUSINESSES WRECKED TN RIOTING IN BOGOTA, AMERTCAN JEWISH COMMITIEE REPORTS

NEW YORK, April 16, (JTA)--Virtually all Jewish business establishments
fere wrecked during the recent'rioting in Bcgote, and the Jewish community of thet
ity is utterly devastated, according to e report received byithe American Jewish
mmittee here todasy.  This information was cortained ir a commmication to Dr, John
llewson, executive vice-president of the Committee, from Meximo Yaegupsky, head ofthe
$..C, office in Buenos Aires, who is in Bogota a’ctenﬂing the Inter-American
ponference, . °

; "Jevish business hes been completely destroyed," Yagupoky said. "Every-
hing wae burned end ransacked, It seems as though the Jews have been ruined,"

f\ survey of the destruction has been undertaken under the auspices of Yagupeky, who

Bocerted thet ald is urgently needed from other Jewish cormunities to help re-estab-

lich Jowish economic 1life in the city.

The AJJ.C. representative is in Bogota to present the Committee's recom-
mendations on the humen rights declaration ascheduled to be drefted by the Inter-
pmerican Conference, Among the basic recommendations urged by the Committee for

the proposed Declaration of the Intermational Righte and Duties of Man are the right
of freedom of movement rom one ccuntry to enother, the right of freedcm of speech
nd expression in any languege, sefeguards against restricticns of religicus worship
d measures to eliminate discrimination in the granting of natiorelity.

JEWS_OF LIBYA LIVE IN STATE OF TERROR, ITALIAN JEWISH LEADER SAYS;GEETTO IS HAVEN

v ROME, April 16, (JTA)--"Libya's Jews are todey living in an atmosphers of
terror," Dr. Raffaele Cantom, president of the Union of Italien Jewish Communities,
reported here today, "sny rumor, any threat uttered by even a emall Arab boy, serd
the Jews in panic-stricken terror to the ghetto which they hed ebandoned during the
Itelien administretion, but where they feel safer now, because the old Jewish quarter
18 easier to aefend fren Arab attack,” he edded.

Dr. Cantoni satd )m hed- cbtatned confidential Momtion ccnceming ‘s state-
rent issued in 1946 by the. president.of the Jewish commmities of Libya expressing
"full solidarity” with the alms of the ILibyan Unity Party, & member organization of
the Arad League. Be: also recalled that several days after the statement was desued,
Zionist youth gmnps in mbya lm!mced their atﬁl_aﬂon with the aane Arab az-gmi-
zation. %

l):. cmm dacla'ml, it has. bg'n estanlis!md i
 that "this statement (and ; qnnpuncement by the Jevish youth groups) was

made under the severest ‘pressure, under threats, sllurements. and blackmail
and undarthe imreasins feo.t c:-zapetitimonm even largsr ‘scale otthe 191{5

"!rom canﬁoentm. ao\mes,,
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§. 7IONIST REPORTS DUICH GOVERNMENT DID NOT OFFER HAVEN TO 30,000 JEWS IN SURINAM

; NEW YORK, April 16.  (JTA) ~-- The cherge that the Dutch Government has not
Porod & haven to 30,000 Jewlsh refugees in Surinam despite an annowncement to that
oct by the Freeland League last year, has-been made here by Mra. Archibald Sil-
fuen, noted American Zionist who visited a number of countries on behalf of the
fvish Nationel Fund and the Palestine Fcunﬂation Fund. Mrs. Silverman recently
fturned from a trip tc Dutch Guiana.

Mrs, Silvermen, who interviewed a mumber of government, business and labor
pders in Surinam, stated fhat the goverrment of the Netherlards coleny hes agreed
 admit some 200 specially trained, physically fit and ekilled displaced Jews from
ope who are to lay a foundation for others to follow. The plan, which Mrs. Silver-
In asserted has not yet been accapted but is still being debated in the govermment,
flls for the clearing of Jungles, building of roads and dykes, conmstruction of
fmes, & hospital, schcols and places of enterteinment as well as the development of
iculture and industry during the first five years, after which the government will
cide upon a texation rete and will lease the land to the Jews for 75 years. She

essed that the Jews will not own the land, merely rent 1t from the government.

She also insisted that before eny contract is signed betwsen the Jews and
he government ell funds raquired for completion of the entire resettlement program--
100,000,000 to $125 000 000--must bo guaranteed in advance and a hospital and .
chni'cal school must be const!"icted , financed and staffed by Jewish personnel for
he benofit of Jewish settlers and the netive population.

: In addition, Mrs, Silverman stated that Surinam is in the tropical belt,
that the DP's would face many dangerous tropical diseases in establishing their

jcmes and that the Jungle would rapidly encroach upon cleared farm lande. . Reporting
Bn the populaticn of the colony, she pointed out that of 175,000 persons there are
nly 900 Jews, mcst of whom make an extremely modeet living. There are no Jewish

h duav:ialists or commercial leaders in the colony, she said, adding that many are
hite-coller workers and professionsle.

Froeland Loague Terns Report "Absolute Distortion of Truth”

3 The Freeland League, reylying to Mra. Silverman's charges, termed them “an
beolute distortion of the truth from begimming to emd." A statement lssued by the
eague sald that the orgmuuvion wonld not go into polemice about the deteils, but
fould limit iteelf "o refuting the mnin aceuaation caating doubt on the veracity"
£ the Leasua 's declsrations. S S

! "On Apr*l 20 1911-7, ,thu Laaa\m'a autemant saia s three-nember aelaga-

tion of the Freeland I.eegue concludad in Paremeribo ‘a prelimit:ary agreement with the
government comission of Surinam on ¥he main polnts of the colonization plan. On

Blovenber 25th, Dr. E. Sessen,: delegate of the Netherlands Government, declared before -

he Genoeral Anembly of i the Uuits& mionﬁ fRecently, on the initia.ﬂva of the. etate

fof Surinsm and the legislature in hst part of the reaim, and with the vholehearted

r .of my governtent, an M was. coricluded with a Jewlsh crgunizatian nemed’

; m-ovmina m- hmo-ncu raaet-blemnt :l:n S\ztinam, rinciple -

1etter o4 Fz-eelana Lsagno,
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