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TCONOMIC SPOKESMEY TELL U.N. COMAITTRE PALFSTINE CAN ABSGRB MILLIONS MORE -

SALEM, July 6. (JTA) -- Debunking the "legend" of lend and water scarci-
ine, Eliezer Keplan, treasurer of the Jewlsh Agency, today told the Uni-
Special Comuittee on Palestine thet "this little country contains enough
6r to feed pot only its present population but twice and thrice the num--

inuing the second day of the presentation of the Agency's case before
declared that during the past querter of a contury the Jows of Pales-
increased the irrigated area of the couniry more than ten times--from
{10,000.acres) to 450,000 dunams. "We are confident thet it is pos-
rease the irrigated area further, at least eight times as much as is now
“he continued, adding: "In this direction lies the future of Pelestine's

\

plan asserted thet his predictions on the future of Palestine's agriculture
on Jevish colonizing experience during the past three generations and on
scientific research cerried out on the lard during the last 35 years.
giver up by the govermment as "uncultivatable,” he pointed out,
vatable when skill end experience was applied to it. He asserted an ex-
cultural policy vas possible with:large-scale imuigration and a broad de-
program designed and executed vwith vision, courage and a presalng gense of
part of the responsitle aunthorities.

Sums up Agency Economic Program in Six Points

Agency'a economic spokesman swmmed up his position in six points: 1. Jew-
don has created new economic absorptive cepacities in Palestine and has

t irpatus to the ecopomic progress of the country as a vhole ;, to”the bene-
Inhabitante. 2. The Jewish community has established an economic entity
und ani self-supporting. 3. This economic structure is still at the be-
ts ‘dovelopment. k4. Palestine can absord additional milliorns of people.

y plan for the absorption of 1,000,000 Jews in the next decade, o8 pres-
Anglo-American inquiry comittee last year, is a practical ome, 6. Given
amotmt of intermational cooperation, the means can be found to Iinance
of‘ imigmnts. ;

muing with his plen for the expansion of agricultm-e, baged on irtiga-
referred to the Heys-Savage plan to develop water resources in various '
elestine in eight stages. The plan, which was developed by Americen em-
had worked on the TVA and other large American éngineering projects, was
gented to the Anglo-American ccmmittae and differs from the Lowdermilk
oy Authority" plan in that it calls for the independent development of
before the major Jordan Valley proJect is begun, X

'sts'bed thet the Hays plan, a8 presented to the Anglo-Americ&n pro-
d for the irrigation of soms 2,500,000 dunams, Since then, he reported,
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cy's research department has come to the conclusion that an additional 800 I
8 could be irrigated from the same reserves.

Says Govt. Restrictions Are Major Obstacles to Development

"He rejected the government's assertion that there are "great obstacles" in
y.of rapid agricultural development. He maintained thet the major obstacles
overnmentel restrictions, citing a recent government ordinance controlling all
sources which can be used for irrigation. "We were amazed by the government's
on to Introduce such legislation at a time when the whole question of Pales-

8 sub judice," he declared.

In sumation, he charged the government with a& "basic lack of understanding"
nature of Jewish work in Palestine when it accuses the Jews of setting up an
vely racial economic organization. It is impossible to understand the Paleg-
problem if one does not understand that the Jews are trying not only to find a
-in Palestine for refugees, but also to reestablish the Jewish nation, he con- °

Qe

Kaplen's testimony followed that of Fritz Bernstein, director of the Agency’s
department, who made a number of serious charges against the Mandatory.

ng out at Britain's control of Palestine's dollar reserves and of its exports,
ein accused the Mandatory of "exploiting Jewish Palestine."

He said that during the period of 1940 to 1946 Palestine earned a tot
000,000 - $98,000,000 so-called gift dollars from Amsrican Jews and $66, 00 000
e:gorts - which went into the United Kingdom dollar pool. Allccation. of dol-
to neighboring countries was far in excegs of whet they hed earned, he said.

N f&ct Jewlsh dollar earnings were transmitted to Arab countries which are boy-
g Jewish products,” Bernstein declared. Ho expressed the hope that the United
-would be in a position to end this exploitation of Jewish Palestine.’

Charges British Interests Placed Before Mandate Objectives

Continuing his indictment of Britain, Bernstein stated that "the determining
gent in the history of the British Mandate in Palestine has been & vest discre-
‘between the ascertainable purposes.of the British Palestine policy and those of
ewish community." The Jews have accepted as valid only those objectives laid
in the Balfour Declaration end the Mendate, while the Mandatory has often placed
n national and imperial policies to the forefront, he claimed.

He charged that various investigating commissions have come to Palestine to
that the absorptive capacity of the country could not be increased to a con-
ble extent and that Jewish immigration’ oﬁght to be severely limited. He also .
hat Britain was seeking to smother the young, developing industry in Palestine.
uld not be forgotten," he concluded, that the Jews' effort to build their na-
future 1s a fight "for life in the most primitive Senso ," while all others who
to the country "are at best fighting for power.

In the afternoon the U.N. committee met in'a private session and agreed to
hearings to the Chief Rabbinate, Church.of England, Church of Scotland, Council
sh Womens Organizations and League for Jewish-Arab Rapprochement and Coopera.-
Later they visited Tel Aviv and other places, It was learned thet chairman
andstroem has prepared a list of written questions to be put to David Ben

1, Agency spokesman who opened the Jewish presentation Friday, at tomorrow's
emmination.
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»CONVE;NTION CLOSES; DEMANDS JEWISH STATE,ASKS U.S. TAKE ACTIVE ROLE ON PALESTINE

NIV YORK, July 6, (JTA) -- Reaffirmation of the principles which have gulded

a8t movement for the past half-century was embodied in a resolution adopted

the clocing of the Zionist Organization of America's 50th amnual convention

ch called for internationsl assistance to re-sstablish Palestine as a Jewish

d insisted upon Britain carrying out the spirit and letter of the Mandate znd

thz Jewish Agency with full powers to organize the immigration of Jews and the
ent of the land.

t .the same time, the delegates called upon the United States Government to
1y place on record before the United Nations its traditional policy that Pal-
reconstituted a Jewish Comsonwealth and to fight vigorously for that pro-

e convention also went on record as repudiating end condemning acts of vio-
mitted by diseident groups in Palestine, but at the same time it expressed
est desire” that all possible steps be taken to avert the danger of civil
within the Jewish community. Another resolution approved the administration
Abba Hillel Silver and thanked him for his services.

A 'rally at the Manhattan Center tonight ending the four-day Golden Jubilee
wes addressed by Senators James E. Murray of Montanz and Owen Brewster of
Murray told the 5,000 persons attending the meeting that President Truman "is
accord” with the American policy on Pealestine and desires to see it applied.

fect, but, he charged, there 1s a "tendency to postpone taking a clear posi-
thin the State Department.

Brewster insisted that the problem of Palestine "will eventually be dealt
accordance with the conscience of the world." He urged the delegates "to

e your struggle" until the day "when Palestine shall be added to the number
and democratic United Nations."

40,000 Reached Palestine Since 1945;Immigration Slowed by Lack of Cash :

Eerlier, at the session on Palestine Funds, Dr. Israel Goldstein, chairmen of
ted Pelestine Appeal, revealed that some 40,000 Jewish immigrants had been

to Palestine since the end of the war, in addition to the 15,000 interned on

He declared, however, that the flow of immigrants was slowed down by a cri-

lack of cash and appealed for further smpport for the United Jewish Appeal.

He. reported that the Jewish Agency, Palestine Foundation Fund and the Jewish

el Fund were laboring under a $h5 000,000 deficit, $15,000,000 of which was - in-
during the current fiscal year. He said that the J.N.F. had spent nearly

,000 in 1946 to purchase land and that nearly $10,000,000 was spent for veterans
ment . 3

-Louis Lipsky, former ZCA president, who also apoke at the closing rally, re-

. the history of the organization and asserted that "the whole American Jewish

ty with very few exceptions are now allied in spirit and devotion to the Zion-
ment," To support this contention he cited a resolution adopted at the forma-
the Americen Jewish Conference in 1943 at which delegates from all walks of
1life almost unanimously demanded the establishment of a Jewish COmmomrea.lth
estine, : \_\

At an earlier session, Rudolph G. Sonneborn, nationai co-chairman of the .
attacked Foreign Secretary Ernest Bevin as the head and front of a conspiracy

ed that Secretery of State Geroge C. Morshall also wanted to see the policy put ~






