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CONGRESS CLOSES WITHOUT ELECTING EXECULIVE; ACTTIONS COMMITTEE TC CHOCSE NEW LEADERS

BASLE, Dec. 24, (JTA) -- The 22nd World Zionist Congress clofed heli-e today
without electing & new president or executive and without acting directly on the is-
sue of partiticn.

Concluding its sixteen-day session at 5 psm., the Congress authordzed the
nevly-elected Actions Committee to elect an executive tomorrow morning., It will con-
vene here &t 1l a,m. .

Dr. Chaim Weizmenn left Basle at 9 a.m. this morning, several hours after thé
Congress, by a vote of 171 to 15k, hed rejected Zionist participaetion in the London ~
Conference "under the present circumstances." The vote was considered a blow to Dr.
Welmenn's chances of being re-elected to the presidency of the World Zionict Organi- .
zaticn, #ad & victory for Dr. Abba Hillel Silvor. )

Velzmann Says He Is No Longer Seeking Presidsncy

tefore ho left this morning, Weizmeann told his political edvisers. that he was
he presidency any longer. It ls understood that at en early hour this
ening 'cs:fore the Congress had voted on the resolution egainet participation in the
on .&, g, Ben Gurion suggested to Welzmann thet he head the delegation to London
rencrary president if the Zionists should decide to go, but the mén who has led
14 Zionist movement almost without interruption since the end of World Wer I
Jecked’ the sugges ion,

The toxt of the resolution on the London conference reads cs follows:

"riie World Zionist Congress resolves that under the existing circumstances
s Zicnist mevement will not participate in the conference on Palestine which the
#ritizh Goverrment is holding in London. If 2 chapge should teke place In the situa-
w4, She Actions Committeé of the World Zionist Orgenizetion shall congider the mat-
zer and decide whether to participate in the conference or not."

P!'ior to adoption cf the resolution, tho 2 delegates of the Heshomer Hetzaeir
dsclared that they would vote for ettendance at the conference only if the Eritish
Government abolished the White Paper, ceased expelling Jewish immigrante from Pales-
tine eand did not pertition Palestine into separcie Jewish and Arab states.

Failure to Blect Executive Attacked by Laborite

The decision to &djourn the Congress without electing a new executive, which
was voted 116 to 37 with 65.delegates ebstaining, ceme after the Congress had marked
time for 2% hours during which perty leaders were attempting to recach an acreement
on the composition of the new executive.

When David Remez, who-haed been chairing the meeting since yesterday afternoon,
announced that the stending committee could not agree on & slate and suggested that
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the Actions Cormittee be given full power to choose & new executive, he was dbitterly
attacked by Aron Zisling of the left-wing Achdut Avode who demanded that the Congress
renein in session until it elected an executive.

Pointing out thet the present Congress was of unusuel importance because it
marked & significant chenge in the Zionist policy adopted &t Paris last summer, Zis-
ling demsnded an election which would establish the relative strength of the forces

_within the movcment.

Perticipation in London Parley Still An Issue

The biggest stumbling block to reaching an agreement on & nevw executive is
the question of participation in the London conference, with the Silver forcos
stending by the Congress resoluticn for non-attendence at pregent. Bon Gurion and
the Poale Zion representatives are equally adement in demending an understanding
which would permit participetion in the talks,

Other points of difference are the party structure in the proposed exccutive,
the representation to be given the various groups in the ccalition &nd the political
tendencies of the new executive. The Leborites ere insistipg that the executive as
a whole represent & prograssive outlook. They have also reiged the question of the
position cleimed for Dr. Silver by.the General Zionists.

The Americen dslegates, who were due to leave Basle this morning in order to
arrive .in Paris end London in time to catch the plenes or ships on Which they had re-
- served’ passege, decided eerly this morning to cancel their reservati@ns, after re-
Jection of participation in the London parley gave them hope that they' could triumph
in the elections.

The Americens believe than an agreement can be reached on the basis that an
executive of twenty be elected, of whom ten will reside in Jerusalem, seven IR the
Unlted States end three in London. Bon Gurion would head the Jeruselem gection Of
the executive, while Dr. Silver and Dr. Hmanuel Newmann would direct the Washingthon
branch. ‘

In a closing address, Ben Gurion expressed regret that the Congress had been
unable to complete the tagks laid uwpon 1%, in view of the great responsibility which
has fallen on the Zioniat mowement &s & result of the destruction of the loxgest por-
tfon of Europeen Jowry. He greeted Weizmenn as "a men whose life work has consisted .
of the greatest political conquest for Zionisu--nemely the Belfour Doclaration-and
whose activities brought about the greatest achiecvements of the Jewish people in the
work for the psople of Palestine." He assured tho dlsplaced Jews in Eurcpe and the
detainees in Cyprus thet the Jewish people will not rest until they ere brought to
Palestine. .

Reaffirms Commonwealth Aim,but Végue on Scope of Jewish State

Before voting on the London confersnce, the Congress adopted after many hours
of dlscuseion--which grew extremely acrimonious at times--the following resolutions:

Confirming the Biltmore Declaration which calls for the estahlishment of Pales-
tinec as & Jowish Commonwealth. The wording of the resolution was attacked by Zisling,
who urged that it be chenged to reed "a Jewish Commonwealth in & whole and undivided
Palestine." Both he and Mordechai Bentov of the Hashomer Hatzair, left-wing Social-
st charged that the Zionist executive peid 1ip service to the demend for & Jewish
state in Palestine, but actuvally aupported partition, These end other minority
proposele were defeated. '

e G

Condemning the White Peper and calling for resistence against its policies.
This was adopted unanimously, but a debate developed on the section of the resolution
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calling for implementing the struggle ageinst the White Paper. Bentov stressed
that the resistence must be carried on through legal and illegal immigration and
colonizetion, but not by terrorism.

Scores Terroriem; Urges Dissidents to Submit to Discipline

Condemning "murder and shedding of innocent blood-2s & means of political wer-
fare," and calling on dissident groups in Palestine to submit to natlonel discipline,
An arcadment by Joseph Schectmen, Revisionist, that the only alternative to British
oprression vas armed resistance wes defeated, as was an ensnfcoab by Zisling, for
the fchdut Avoda, that "a resolute fight agai.nst. the resistance groups be waged."

Protesting the deportetion of Palestine Jews to Eritrean prison camps end de=
monding their return to Palestine for triel or release.

Condemning the Bergson group in the United Stat:s for claiming 1'0 sneek n the
neme of the Jewieh people end repudiating their activities. -

Declaring that all the privileges in the Zionist Organization granted to the
Revisionists, including the right to sit in the Actions Committee, ®re to be with-
dravn if the Few Zionist Organization uf nab diesolved within three months,  This
rosolution precipitated & bitter debate, with the left-wing forces demending that the
Rovisionists not be seated in any official bodies until the NZO had been liquidated.
end the Revisionists opposing eutomatic suspeusion if the NZ0 is not dissolved within
the allotted time.

Arab-Jewish Cooperetion Will Be Sought

Instructing the Zionist executive to continue to explore the vossibilities of
Jevwish-Arab cooperation. Eliezer Prai for the Hashomer Hatzair stated thet nis grour
had. absteined from voting because it favored a bi-national Arab-Jevish state., Moshr
Irenm of the Achdut Avoda wurged en amendment declaring thet the “Jews should help the
Areb magses fight against the imperialist tendencies of their rulers," bubt it wes de-
featcd. A Revisionist spokesmen said that his perty hed not voted on the reeolution
beccuse it cloaked a desire for partition.

Instructing Keren Hayesod and Jewish Naticnal Fund offices throuchout the world
that no funds are to bo allotted to other organizations yithout the approvel of the
Jerusalem hesdquarters of the respective orgenizationa or tue Agency executive, Where
other fund campaigns conflict with the Keren Ho.,;eeod or the JNF, the latter are to
be glven priority. The two orgenizations are &lso authorized to levy taxes in Pales-
tine with the approval of the Zionist Executive.

Other resolutions approved included those opposing any new trusteeship for
Palestine; expressing thanks to the U.S. Government for its efforts on bchalf of
Zioniem, thenking the Christian committees throughout the world that ere supporting
Zionist aims, thenking the kings of Sweden and Norway for the assistance their people
gave refugee 'Jews and approving & budget of $62,000,000 for next yeer.

DMIGRATION SHIP CARRYING 3,000 REFUGEES RUMORED APFROACHING PALESTINE COAST

JERUSALEM, Dec. 24, (JTA)} -- Persistent rumors that an immigration ship cer-
rying 3,000 refugees was epproeching Palestine were circulating here today, despite
deniels by authoritative Jewish sources. The reports ezid that the vessel has been
spotted by Royel Air Force plenes. B
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