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RE-TLECTION OF WEIZMANN UFTIL AFTER LONDON PARLEY URGED AT ZIONIST CONGRESS
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BASLE,, Dec. 18, (JTA) -- - A proposal thet Dr, Chaim Weizmann and the entire
world Zienist executive be re-elected for & period of three or more months until the
London Conference, on Palestine is over and its. results are known, was advanced at
the World Zionist Cohgress here today by the leadership of the Mepai, the Palestine
Lebor Party, in an .effort to bring about & compromise on the question of whether Dr.
Weizmann should be re-elected to active leadership.

. The propoaal provides that efter the conclusion of the London parley, the Zion-
ist Actions Conmittesd, which is the supreme Zionist body next to the Zionist Con-
gress, should decide whether Weizmenn and his colleagues are to remain in office, or

) whether another preﬁiaedt and executive should be elected.-

The J‘ewish Teiegr&phic Agency learns from.circles close to Dr. Weiznann that
he would be. ready to accept this compromise, in the belief thet he could succeed at
the London talks in achieving the establishment of & Jewish state even in a parti-
tioned Palestine, resulting in’ the Actions Committee re-electing him preeident,
which in turn would epén the possibility of his becoming the first president of the
Jewish state. :

*If, on the other hand, the London talks are a failure, Dr. Weizmann will then
be in & position to tell the British Govemment ‘publicly that it has turned him down
-after he had persueded & relnctan& Zionis’c congreaa to authorize his participation
in the parley. He could then resi,gn, and the effect of his resignation would be
mch greater and more effeccive than vera heznow to J.eave the exscutive of the Jew=

ish Agency.

Dr, Weizmann's eupporters are fully in favor of the Mapai proposal. In private
. conversations they emphasize that this.is "the last appeal" to the Congress to ac-
cept & cmprcmise and re-elect the aged leader of the world Zionist movement,

Cria;ts Over I.eaderahi Ovarsbadws Political Iosueés

’ The erieis over the future leaderphip ‘of the Horld Zionj.st Organizetion hes
taken precedence -over all other political’ mspes which the Congress has been dis-
cussing. Despite the Mapails ccmpronﬁae plan, there is & group within the World
Zionisi-Laborite movement which. 18 ‘urging the election of Dr, Weizmann to the honor-
ary presldency, leaving the preeﬁency vacant. .

Unliko the Americaa Generai Z‘ionista, vlo went on record es favoring the elec-
tion of Dr, Weizmann to the-honerary office as & move in thelr opposition to parti-
cipation in the Lonéen’ pariey; the Zionist Laborite group lergély supports partici-
pation. Most of them believe that Dr. Weizmann would be & good man to head the Jew-
igh delegation’'at the London conforence., However, they are not - at least & large
number of them - genguine ag to the outceme of the London telks.

..°  They believe thet the failura of the London conference to bring forth e pro-
'”posal on ?alestine favora‘nle to Jewish aspirations will make necessary & strengthenzd
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and determined progrem of resistence to the present British policy in Palestine by
such means as the intensification of "uncertificated” immigration and other measures.
Such a policy, they point out, weuld also mean the end of the traditional Zionist
orientation towards Britain, a step which Dr. Welzmann personelly would not epprove
and therefore, he would have to step down from & position of leadership.

"Dr. Weizmann still hes & valueble contribution to make to the Zionist moves
ment," one of the labor leadors told the correspondent of the Jewish Telegrarhic
Agency, "and we feel that he cen best meke- it in the position of honorery president
of the movement. But if the London conference fails. to bring forth an acceptable

" sclution of the Palestine question, then we feel that he could not serve as a leader
of the movement end director of & program that would have to follow."

Without the support of the laborites Dr. Weizmenn cemnot be re-elected prosident.
One of the strongest arguments his adherents are using in fighting new proposals is
that such proposels cen only result in & deadlock. Meanwhile , inter-party confer-
ences are proceeding incessantly and leaders bitterly oppcsed to each other political-
1y are to be .seen in "consultation" at all hours. (See later developments on page.b,)

Newnsnn Explains Why He Shouted "Demagogue" et Dr. Weizmann

Emanuel Neumern, today told & Jewish Telegraphic Agency correspondent, that he had
shouted "this is demagogy! during Dr. Welzmenn's speech closing the pclitical debate
Monday night because Dr, Weizmann had misrepresented the position of the American
Zionists on the question of reeistance. g

Newrann pointed out that in his own speech earlier that evening he had defined
the Z.0.4. position stating that if a struggle had to be waged "it will have to pro-
ceed in Palestine, Europe, the Mediterraneen erea, Americe and elsevhere %aking dif-
ferent forms in accordance to the circumstances, time and plece, but inspired by the
same spirit of resolute resistance to injustice, illegality and brutel suppression of

our rights."

He stressed-that the American Zionlsts had not presumed to dictate, not even to
suggest, to the Palestine Jevish ccmmunity the forms its resistance should take or at
whet point to dmplement it., He insisted that all sections of the Yishuv hed to main-
tain & common discipline and that the American Zionists rejected & policy "leading
to submission" as &trongly es it rejected the "philosophy of Masade." : .

LARGE-SCALE ECONOMIC FROGRAM TO ABSORB 200,000 IMMIGRANTS OUTLINED TO CONGRESS

BASLE, Dec. 18.. (JTA) -- A large-scale cconomic program to make possible the
absorption within e short time of 200,000 immigrents was outlined to the World Zlon-
ist Congress today by Emil Scmorak, head of the econcmic department o the Jewish
Agency. It-calls for the following measures: L

1, Priority must de given to expenditﬁrea for projects which will provide more
employment. : :

2, Allocation of substantiel sums for the expansion of agriculture and of ur-
ban and rural colonization, with emphasis on close coopertition between pu‘plic cad
private funds. - I

3. Tyo-thirds of available public funds from regular sources should be divided
equelly between agricultural projects, and urban economy, with the balance being used
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for miscellaneous enterprises. At least half of any ad&itional funds, vhich might
be derived from reparations or loans, should be assigned to urban colord zation,

4, One central bureau should be created to supervise the varioun Jewish Agem:y
economic activities to prevent over-lapping of functions. .

. Presentation of this program todey came on the heels of & twWo-hour report to
the Congress finance commission last night, by Eliezer Kaplan, treasurer of the
Agency, who sutmitted & budget of $60, OOO,CGO for next year and urged the adoption
of & centrel budgeting system for Jewish national institutions. He called for an
overell budget based on -the need of all Eﬂﬂitutions, prepared with their aid and
consultation, but administered by & central agency re.ther than by local bodies in
various countries.

" Kaplan Werng Palestine Economy Will Have to Compete for World Merket

Reviewing the economic situation in Palestine, he said realities have vroven
thet fears that the transition from & war economy to peace-time production would
bring a crisis in Palestine were baseless, But, he warned, sooner or later Palestine
econcmy must face the problem of ccmpeting with other national economies in the world
merket, He asserted that both labopr and capital would have to make further efforts
. to meet such competition. .

- He reported on the campaign to increase production by expansion of Palestinian
industries disclosing ‘that the . gency has ellocated large sums of money to purchasing
machinery and rew matarials in Amsrice for use by Palestinian industry, He said that
the Agency ie now studying the problem of long-term credits within the country and
may have to convert end consolidate scme of its lean facilities. About 150 agricul-
tural settlements and many irndustries were still-dependent upon Agency financial
espistance, he disclosed.

Stressing that the Zionist movement has undertaken & gigantic burden in extend-
ing colonization of the Negev, Kaplan stated that the cost of one cubic yard of water
in the desert is approximately six dollars. Ke reported the establishment of &
$6,000,000 fund for the reintegration of veterans into the ecomomy, GO percent of
vhich t:ne Jewish Agency is supplying, and the creation of & $10,000,000 holding com-
pany to finence the construction of housing throughout Palestine. He seid that he
.. had informed the Anglo-American inguiry committee that the transfer of 100,000 dis-

placed Jews from Europe would cost the Agency $120,000,000, °

Keplan concluded his report with & description’of negotiations for e loan with
financial institutions in'London end Rew York which had fallen through beceuse of
the uncertein political situation. He s&id however, that the negotiations might re-
sume when political circumstances chenge.

Hyman Hollender, ‘an American Zionist, vas nexed temporary chairmen of the .°
finance commission which today turned 1t8 attention to & detailed s’o,pdy of Kaplan's
report and recommendations. Hollender's election is considered significant-in that
it highlights the importance of the American role in the financial structure of the
Zionist movement dn:g;ng coming years.

Leid Jaffe, & director of the Keren Hayesod, urged the Congress-to teke steps
to ensure thet the Keren Hayesod and the Jewish National Fund ghall be given priority
over 81l other appeals for funds for Zionist ectivities. He revieved the activities
of the orgenization since the last Gongress, pointing out that the U.S. has become
the greatest source of funds, and that Jews in Soiith American couitries are now con-
tributing more then $1,200,000 yearly.
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WEIZMANI REFUSES PRESIDENCY UNLESS CONGRESS AGREES TO PARTITION AND LGNDON PARLEY

BASLE, Dec. 18, (JTA)-- Dr, Chaim Weizmenn tonight appearcd before the Political
Committce of the Zionist Congress and seid that he will not accept. thé honorery pre-
sidency of the Jewish Agency exccutive. At the same time he emphasized that he is
ready to accept the actige presidency.only under certain conditions.

The two major conditions laid down by Dr. Welzmenn for his acceptence of the
nomination for president of the World Zionist Organizetion and of the Jewish Agency
are: unconditional participation in the London Conference on Palestine, end Congress
agreement to the partitioning of’Palestine,

Dr, Welzmenn's testimeny before the Political Committee was short and decisive.
The members of the committee listened to him with great interest. The content of his
testimony soon beceme knowvn at a meeting of the delegates of the Palestine Labor
Party and immediately split the meeting into two @lmost equel sectlons--one favoring
Dr, Weizmenn's position,the other opposing it.

Leaders of the Palestine Leborites fear & split within their group if Dr. Welz-
menn does not modify his stend, Even those who during the day fevored giving Dr.
Weizmarnm further opportunity to ccme to terms with the British Govermment by elect-
ing him president for another three months until after the London Conference on Pales-
tine, began to question whether such & compromise would be wise in the light of Dr.
Weizmann's conditions. '

Ben Gurion Reports to Political Cormitbes on Telks with U.S. Govt,

The meoting of the political committee continued until midnight with David Ben
Gurion reporting for more then two hours on the politicel outlook facing the Zionist
movement. He dwelt at great length on the negotiations between leaders of the Jevs
ish Agency executive and the govermments of Britain and the United States, The com-
nittee, of which Dr. Abbe Hillel Silver is chairman, is not cxpected to conclude its
vork befcre next Mondey when it will bring its recommendations to the.plenary ses-
sion of the Congress.

Criticism of elleged control of Jewish DP camp committees in Europe by Labor-
ites was voiced tonight at & meeting of the Gegeral Zionists., Demends were mede
thet "control" be widened to pormit the DP's tC obtein e Zionist - orientatlon free
from any form'of pressure. - S ! o

The world conference of the Brith Ivrith Olemith, Hebrew cultural organization,
opened. today with Dr, Gruenbaum, Professor Sellg Brodetsky and Sir Leon Simon, chair-
men of the executive board of the Hebrew University, speaking., I$ was announced
that the orgenization's next meeting will be held in Palestine.

Speaking at the world conference of Jewish journalists, B. Mark, edltor of
"Unzer Leben" and head of the Polish delegation at the conference, declared that
the Yiddish press in the Soviet Union educates the Jewish people to suppert the
government and advocates the rebuilding and upbuilding of Jewish centers through-
out the world. FHe said the Yiddish newspapers also stressed the role of -Jewish
‘heroise in the world's history end correlates it to the Red Army's heroliem and devo-
tion to its country. !

A delegation of the Palestine Maritime Leagus met today on a steamer on the
Swiss Rhine. The ship was flying the League's colors. It vas ennownced thet a new
Palestine shipping company "Zim" had Just been formed with the acguisition of its
first vessel, the 3,000-ton "Kedmah." This wes hailed as the first step towerd the
formation of & nationel Jewish merchent merine fleet.
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JIRUSALEM POLICE KTLL JEW; FIRE INIO CROWD COLLECTING AFTER PAMPELET. BOMB FXPLODES

JERUSALRM, Dec, 18. (JTA) -- Pinches Howuiner, a k8-year-old Jewish bubcher,
wag killed today when police fired several shots into a crowd which hed collected
following the explosion of an Irgun Zvai Leumi pamphlet bomb on Chancellor Read,
in this city.

The police version of the incident, published in an officiel eommunique tcnight,
had an entirely different explenation for the shocting., It stated: "At epproximetely
7 p.u, & military patrol stopped & texi near the Italian Hospice. A passenger es-
taped, but it is belleved that he was hit by gunfire. The taxl driver was arrested.
Soon after, the body of & dead Jew was brought to Hadesseh Hospital.,"

PALESTINE CHIEF JUSTICE RECOMMENDS DIVISION OF JERUSALEM INTO JEWISH, ARAB BOROUGHS

JERUSALEM, Dec. 18, (JTA) -- The administretive division of Jerusalem into two
boroughs, one Jewish and one Areb, with separate municipal councils and mayors under
the overall control of a four-man administrative council, is recommended in a report
by Sir William Fitzgerald, Palestine chief Jjustice, which was released here today.

The report, which is the result of en investigation begun over a year ago vhen
the Jerusalem municipal council failed to agree on vhéther to elect an Areb or a Jew
mayor of the city, recommends that the administrative council shall be compoaed of
one representative of each borough and two other jpersons, nelther Arabs nor Jews,
appointed by the High Commissioner. .

In addition the High Commissioner would chose the council's president and would

- be given the right to veto tiie election of the meyor of either borough. The members
of the borough council would be elected by the population of the respective unitas
Under Fitzgerald's plen the administration of the Holy Pleces end most of the Cld
City would be under the direct control of the council,

In an official foreverd to the report, the Pelebtine Government emphasizes that

it has not committed itself to acceptance of Fitzgerald's recommendations.’ It adds .

that as scon as circumstances permit, the government will implement a report of a

Royel Commission in'1936 which recommended that an expert be assigned-to study ‘the

structure of local government in Palestine with & view toward ccmpletel,, overharl-

ing it.
ERITISH FORCES TN PALESTINE K LOST 51 MEW DURING mmm-momn PERIOD COMMONS HEARS

LONDON, Dec. 18. (JTA) -- British Porces in Palestine lost 51 men in Palestine
in the fourteeu months between Aug. 1 5 and Oct. 31, 1946, Defense Minister-
Designate A.V. Alexander told the Housg of Commons todey. In roughly the seme -
periéd, the Navy lost no persomnel aad the RAF suffered five wounded, but noze

killed, he edded. i
- FERREW UNIVERSITY ASKS JEX™TH AGENCY TO GRANT IT $400,000

BASLE, Dec. 18, (JTA) -- A request, that the Jewish Agency-grant {100,000 to
the Hebrew University vas made today at’ & luricheon here arranged by represenuatives
of the university for the heads of the various parties represented at the Congress.
Among the speakers were Dr. Weizmenn, the rector of the pnivareity of Basle, Dre.
Stephen S, Wise, and others.






