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WEIZMANN RECOMMENDS ZIONIST PARTICIPATION IN LONDON CONFERENCE ON PALESTINE

BASLE, Dec. 12, (JTA)--A forceful appeal for Jewish participation in the
conference on “zlestine which will resume next month in London vas mede here today
by Dr. Chaim VWeizmenn at a meeting of European dolegates of the General -Zionists
to the World Zionist Congress.

Speaking in Yiddish, the leader of the world Zionist movement seid that
there is no alternative other than participation, since teking part in the London
parley will, at least give the Jews & chance to present their viewa. He pointed
out that the U.S. Government hes prcrised to send an observer to the parley if
the Jews agree to participate, and stressed that if the Jews do nct attend,
decisions are likely to be taken there without them.

(.;.. London, Foreign Under-Secretery Christopher Mayhew announced in the
- House of Cormons that the conference will be resumed next month. The British
Govermment, he said, will try at thet time to arrive et a plan acceptable to both
Jevs and Arebs in Palestine.) . .

Hadageeh President Differs With Weizmenn On Continuation Of Mandate

Mrs. Judith Epstein, Precident of Hadassah, a&&ressing'the p'lenery session
today, . took issue with Dr, Woizmenn's view--expressed in his opening address--that
continuation of the British mondete was possidle, if the British would live up to -
the terms of the Beliowr Decluration.

Charging that there is no longer any poseibility of .cont inuing the mandate,
the leader of the American Women's Zionist Organization said: "One must not lull
oneslf into & false sense of security end prevent action to solve the problem
novw." She tréced events in Europe and Palestine for the last fifteen years and
declered that those who believed that the mendate cen be revised so &s to wipe
avay the past, are indulging in "a false dream." i

Calling for independerce, Mrs, Epstein emphasized that the Zionists must
ind & wey to esteblish the kind of & freedom in Palestine "thet will give us the
ight to create an economic capacity for the ebsorption of hundreds of thousends
of immigrants."

Resistence is Ugly, But Necessary, Mrs. Epstein Tells Congress

Dealing with the resistance in Palestine, the Badasseh leader seid it was
ug\ly, but necessary. She emphesized that she accepted "uncertified Jewish im-
migyation” into Palestine unquelifiedly. "No political casuistry will convince the
immigrents that a National Home is not a place where one can enter as one wills
when\ one needs to and wents to," she declered.

! Mrs, Epstein did not rule out cooperation with the Big Powers, She ufged
the continuation of Zionist work on the diplomatic front, both in the United States
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end other lands, “to bring on our side the great nations without whose aid we
cannot achieve success." She sald that it is possible to get increased support
from the United States for the sstablishment of a Jewish Stete in Palestine on the
hasis of enlightened self-interest--that a Jewish State would appeal to the United
States® desire for the esteblishmont of & stable highly-developed industrialized
economy in the Middle East,

Dr, Goldmann Says Zionism Must Be Reedy for "Tragic Concessions"

3

. Dr. Nehum Goldmenn told the plenery session that Zionism must be ready for
"tragic concessions” to break the politicel deadlock in Palestine ; 8ot rid of
foreign rule and open the gates of the country to lars» immigration.

Assuring the delegates that 1o agreement has been reached with Br:l'he.in
62 the basis of the partition resolution which the Jewish Agency exscutive adopted
at its Paris conference this swmer, Dr. Goldimann s8id the executive is not asking
the Congress for blanket powers to ccnduct negotiations with the British Government,
but asks only that it not pe = iorbvidden to negotiate in order to ascertain whet
proposals cen be worked out, Such proposals, he said, will be brought before a
specid Zionist Congress for approval, if necessary.

Rec&lling that he wes one of the suthors of the Biltmore Decleration he
told the assembly that at the time the Biltmore Declaration was proclaimed no one,
including himself, thought of partiiion. It was drawn up on the assumption that
millions of Jews would be trensferred to Palestine af'ter the war, but thie did not
materialize, Even the 100,000 recormended by the “nglo-American Inguiry Commitiee
are not alloved to enter, he pointed out.

Partition Is Only Solution of Palestine Problem, Goldmann Belicves

Undexr the circumstences, partition is the only vay out, Dr. Goldmenn argued.
o wvarned that if no solution of the Palestine issuc is found Britein will place
he problem before the United Natione, or the Jeva--or the Arabs--will themselves
ave to 4o so.

Should the issue go to the United Nations, he added,the Zionist moversnt
must be prepared well in advence to stete its aims, 'The Jews must know that no-
\ thing is more harmful to & cause than & policy of waiting. The situation of the
\ilewe both in Europe and in Palestine is bound to dsteriorate." N
Turning to vhat he called "diplomatic reelities," Dre Goldmann reported
thbt only small netions who could not play power politics have offered 8id to the
Zifnists. - He werned the Congress that there 1s a vast difference between the
vojrld situation of 1918 and that of the present with regard to Palestine, The.
belief that a United Nations trusteeship would be preferable to the British mandate
is \a mistaken one, he continued. :

He emphasized that, meanwhile, the status quo continues in Palestine and
time\works for the Arahs aa long a8 there is no Jewish immigration into the country.
He expressed personal oppesition to terrorism, but added that people ere entitled
to uee\ eny weapon in order to protect themselves.

arns U.S, Will Not Endanger Its Relations With Britain Over Palestine

ADr, Goldmann warned thet the situation in Palestine is getting more ex-
Re alsc werned that the belief that the United States mey Vendanser ’
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its relations with Britain over Jewish rights is delusionsl. The ‘merican Govern-
ment, he said, would protest as it protested against the developments in China,
India and elsewhere, but that will be all.

In the .course of his address,vhich was frequently interrupted by applause,
Dr. Goldmann criticized delegates who have delivered'fighting speeches egainst
partition," ' He said he doubted whether the British Govermment would agree to
the partition scheme, but there is & dbetter-chance to get partition than & new
mandate,

President dftU.S. Revisionists Wents & Provisional Jewish Government

" In the most fiery speech delivered on the floor of the Congress, Meir Gross-
men, president of the Unlted Zionists-Revisionists of the United States, called.for
the establishment of & provisionel Jewish ‘government for Palestine,

In the face of open hostility from most of the delegates, marked by frequent
shouting and heckling which &t one point forced him to halt his address Grossman
insisted that "there must be no retreat from our basic formula--a Jewish stete within
the historic boundaries of Palestine, based on & Jewish mejority," . The most

~ vociferous opposition demonstration occurred when he' declared: "If the Congress

\
|

\

compromises, subsequent events in Palestine mey nullify its decision.”

Grossman spoke @s much to the members of the prassidium sesated behind
him as to the audience, twrning frequently to emphasize points which he hurled
in & ringing voice. Revisionist delegetes meated in o b19C rose to thelr feot in
a body vhen he mentioned the nemed of “"Jabotinsky," late leader of the werld
Revisionist mevement, The remeinder of the delegates mainteined an icy silence. The
seme demonstration was repeated when he offered greetings to all the young men and
women vho "stand with arms in their hands" in Palestine.

Turning to the praesidium, Grossmen cried: "Three months before the Congress
you dared to negotiate on pertition behind owr backs, now you dare to come to the
Congress end tell us there is no other way.out except partition." He charged that
the members of the Jewish Agency executive had negotiated with every one except with
“the mounting power of the nev resistence’in Palestine, "We are at war with the
British," he shouted, "and this war should be recognized by the Congress. ™

ftos, .~ "Urges Removel of Present Zionist Executive

Declaxring that "every Jewish boy and girl who fell in-the resistance struggle
is & martyr" and has chenged the cheracter of Zionism to & "fighting movement," he
stated that the members of the executive hed failed in their task, and urged their

emoval, Analyzing the "continuous contradictions" of Zionist diplomacy, Grossman
oiced sherp criticiem of David Ben Gurion and Dr, Nehum Goldmann, He concluded with
he decleration that the case of "Ireland cen repeat itself in other countries" and
fi listeg that the "struggle must go on until Jewish national aspiretions are fuls
ed.

\ Rising in answer to Grosamen, Jacob Chasan, Palestinian delegate of the
Ha\ahomar Hetzalr, denied.thet the Jews alone hold the solution to the Palestine
problem. He charged thet to say they do "helps the growth of terrorism, which we
abhor. We abhor murder from ambush,” At this point prolonged heckling from the
Revie\:ionistn forced him to pause.

Eashomcr_ Hatzalr Leader Appeels For & Bi-National State

. Turning from his atteck on the Revisicnists, Chasan made & stirring appeal
for the establishment of & bi-nationel state in Palestine under the supervision
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of the United States; Britain and the Soviet Union. Criticizing the Biltmore

Program, he asserted that & Jewish State cannot be established with an Areb
wajerity.in the country.”

He called for an Arab-Jewish agreement, stating that there are Arabs
with whom an understanding can be reached, adding that - the Jewish Agency is
pressing a plan which has "only repulsed every friend." Thers are 1,200,000 Arabs
in Palestine, he said, and "we must take them into consideration, whether we went
to or not." He then aimed & blast at Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, who he said favored
partition de facto, but "wants others to do it for him." R
N R
Locker Questions Ability of U.S. Zionists to Assume Leadership of Movement

Berl Locker, a member of the executive -said that although "a real miracle
hed been worked-in the field of Zionism in the United States," the question still re-
mained whether American Zionism was sufficiently mature to take over the leadership
of the World Ziocnist movement, which, he '€aid, was still based on European Jewry. '~

Replying to Grosm:r, Locker warned the Revisionists that the Zionist
moyement would not allow itself to be terrorized, "I wern you that terrorism
ageinst outside objectives also involves terrorism in internal affairs," he said.
"Mr. Grossman, you will not terrorize the men of Ein Harod and Rukhema. You are

not telking to German Social Democrats, but to the Jewi sh workers and citizens of
Palea’cina."

Commenting on the question of Arab Opposition to & Jewish state raised
by Chesen, Locker said that the Arebs already have seven states and are tremendously
powerfil as compared to the Jews. He rejected the Hashomer Hetzair suggestion
for tri-pover supervision of & bi-netional etate saying '"there was some i1llusion
some “ime ago that Russie was interested in a Zionist Palestine, but the situation
has since changed., Englend strives to stey. i the Middle East and Russia tries to
got in--the game is the same, the interests are the same." He said that a bi-
national state appealed neither to the Arabs, Zionists or England.

Locker supported the position teken by the executive af Paris, stating
hat with Jews on the road from Poland and ships on the-high seas headed for
alestine, there could be no delay in esteblishment. of & Jewish stete. At the

seme time, he defended Dr. Goldmann's attempts to secure U.S. support for the
decision ta.ken at Paris, 3

- Lavor Opposition Leader Attacks Partition

! Isaac Tcbenkin, representetive of Achduth Avoda, which together with the
eshomer Hatzair meke up the left-wing Labor opposition, loosed a double-barreled
ajttack upon partition and Britain, which he declared is opposed to a Jewish hcme-
1iend because it vants to use Palestine as e militery base for & third World Wer.

Zionism is the "cradle of peace," he said, "our eggression lies in building
a \peaceful life. Immigration is not illegel, but the law barring immigration is
11}egel. As long as immigration is not permitted, our lives are endangered." Jewish
lea¥lers, Tobenkin, insisted, should nof. sit at the same table with those who

Jevish immigrants into the sea," ~He opposed partition because it would not
de Jerusalem in & Jewish state, and without the city the state would not be

\ Other. speekers today included S.Z. Shragai, of the Lebor Mizrachi, who said
that the Agency executive and the Zionist Actions Committee should be empowered to
decidd vhether to participete in the London conference; Felix Rosenbluth of the
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Aliyah Hadasha, the party of post-Hitler immigrants, who pleaded for an end to
"activiam;" and David Braver of the Central Committes of Displaced Jews in Germany,

Before the politicel debate was resumed this morning it was decided to
limit the time allotted each party to three minutes per speaker, but the party
itself hes to decide which of its delegates should use the time allotted to the
entire group. The gag rule.does not apply to replies by members of the executive.
The political debate is expected to end Sunday night and will be recessed during
the day on Saturday. -

Pemphlets in English and French calling for reccgnition of the Stern Group
as "fighting for the liberation of Palestine from the yoke of en alien ruler" were
delivered to all delegates today. The pemphlets were delivered in official Congress
envelopes by hotel porters who were under the impression that they were official .
communications.

They wayned the delegates that "the world is watching with no sympethy
the Anglo-Jewlsh alliance. Let the Congress abandon this alliance which brings

_ nothing but disaster," they said, "let the Jews free themsel¥ss from servitude.”

The pamphlets concluded with the warning thet "our war will be waged everywhere
by every means,"

E (The Tel Aviv nswapaper Hadretz today received & Joint letter from the
Irgun Zvai Deumi and the Sternists announcing thet they will "not infringe-on
national discipline" and will refrein from teking any action for the curation of
the Congress.) )

Thirty uniformed Jewish employees of the Jewish Agency in Germany are visiting

the Congress as spectators, among them Sylvia Newlander of New York, who is the
only American. Except for one Yugoslav Jew, she is the only non-Palestinian in
the group, 21l of whom are dressed in British and Amsrican uniforms with dlue-
and-vhite shoulder patches embroidered with the initials "J.A.F,P." All ere
liaismworkers in UNRRA centers and displaced pergons camps.

| PALESTINE ARAB HIGHER COMMITTEE CALLS COUNTRY-WIDE GENERAL STRIKE FOR SUNDAY

JERUSALEM, Dec, 12. (JTA)--A country-wide general strike has been called
for this Sanday by the Palestine Arab Higher-Committee. The Committee -said that
the strike was being called "as & first step to protect Aradb rights and existence."

The ennouncement followed & press conference at which Frssein Khelidi,
secretary of the Higher Committee, called for immediate indspendence of the country,
with the Committese taking over the government and with the Arab defense groups
being amalgemated into an Arab ermy. Ee called for withdrawsl of the British
and an immediate end to Jewish immigration.

It wes rumored today thet the Higher Committee has decided to take steps

against tho Hagensh in reprisal for & raid yesterday on the Arab village of Salema

by & bend of Jewlsh youths who were &llegedly members of the Haganah, An Arab
who was kidnapped by the Jews returned to the village last nignt, reporting that

~he had been held for several hours in & house in Tel Aviv, BHe seid that he had

been questioned concerning an arms caché belonging to the Hagansh which vas
recentl_{ stolen.

The Palestine Government is planning to establish an Areb university hers,
4t was announced today by the head of the Education Department., Financial
de‘bails and a schedule of courses have already been mappsd out, the announcement

. said.






