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‘PIIII.ISHEDA BY THE JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY
' 106 EAST 41st STREET, ‘NEW YORK 17, N. VY.
FIGHT OVER PARTTITION ISSUE STARJ.’S AT WORLD ZIONIST CONGRESS; GENERAL DEBATE OPENS

BASLE, Dec. 11, (JTA) -- The crucial issue of the partitioning of Palestins,
as proposed by the Jewish Agency executive, came before the plenery seseion of the
World Zionist Congress today with the initiation of a full dress political debate
which is expected to last several days.

The debate followed addreases yéeterday by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, president
of the Zionist Orgsnization of Americae, who indiceted his opposition to the parti-
tion scheme, and by David Ben Gurion, cheirman of the Jewlsh Agency execulive, who
stated that the Zionist movement should not propose eny partition plan to the Brit-
ish Goverrment, but should be emeneble to compromise. "If we have discuesions with
the British Goverrment," Ben Gurion stated, "ve must stand on our full right to
thé whole of Palestine, but if Britein proposes &n accepteble cempromise, the execu-
tive should bring it for diecussions before the authorita’oive orgen of the world
Zionist movement.

‘This statement by Ben Gurion was punctuated by cries from varicus parts of
the hall., Several delegates rose and shouted: "So you egree to partiftical Why don't
\ you say ‘so pleinly!" Ben Gurion replied that "the cempromise which we are pregered
p %o consider does not exist. At any rate not at this mement., We have no alterna-
tive, therefors, but to stend om our full, historic and legal righte.”

Ben Gurion then assured the assembly.that in the negotiations with the Brit-
ieh Govermment, the foliowing three basic demends will be advanced by the Jewish
Agency: 1. Opening the getes of Palestine to Jewish immigration; 2. The Jewish Agen-
¢y should have control over immigration end Palestine development, &nd 3. The 8-
tablisiment of Palestina ag a Jewish sta.te.

Ben Gurion Seeks United Labor Front; Partition Issue Splits Leborites

Prior to the opening of todey's debate, Ben Gurion addressed & meeting of all
‘daborite delegates et which he pleaded for unity and urged the creetion of & united
Front &t the Congress of the Palestine Labor Party, the L'Achduth Avodah and the
Heshamer Hatzair, He stressed the serious exterral end internal politicel situation
o!z‘ the Zionist movement, and urged the two opposition groups within orgenized Pales-
tine labor: to Join at the Congrese with the Mupai, the Lebor Party, of which he is
the leader. .

\‘. Delegates of the Hashomer Hatzair expresaed their reluctance. They empha-
sized thet they cannot join with the Mapai unless Ben Gurion comes out cleerly
agaipst partition and until he is reedy to pledge thet he will not favor uncondition=-
al perticipation in the talks on Palestine,in Londen. All Indicetions point to the
fact ﬁ\hat the Hashcmer Hetzalr leaders vill not retreat from these demands.

Criticism of Dr, Nehum Goldmenn for heving submitted the partition plan to
the U.S, Goverrment was voiced by scme of the laborite delegates but Ben Gurion
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defended Dr. Goldmann's mission, He pointed out that it was undertaken with the
authorization of the Agency executive, If the mission failed, he argued, it wes
& failure that all members of the executlve should shere, and if 1t was a success,
the whole executive should share the credit. He made clear that he strongly be-
1lleved that the mission was 8 success.

Neumenn Opens Debate With Warning Against Joining London Parley

The debate vas opened by Dr, Emanuel Nemnann, vice-president of the Zionist
Organizetion of America, with & slashing attack on the executive which, he seid,
has ebandoned the -principle of a Jewish state in an undivided Palestine. He also
varned against the participation of the Jewish Agency in the London conference on
Palestine, i

Dr, Neumenn charged in & speech vhich was frequently yunctuats& by eppleuse -
that the "new line" adopted by the executive &t 1ts conference in Paris was a fail-
ure without any results to justify it. "The executive experimented and its experi-
ment failed,” he said, They spgculated on the hope thet & compromise would be &ce
cepted and they lost. It vas a costly experiment. The Zionist movement will con-
tinue to pey & heavy price for it 4in meny vays. .

‘Criticizes Sutmission of Pertition Flan to U.S, Government

- As far as the govermments of the United States end Britain are concerned, Dr.
Newmenn continued, the executive presented the partivion plen to them as am ex-
pression of vne Zionist policy. "If this policy 18 to be changed now it means thet
nev methods are to be applied and nev men elected," he declered, .

The partition plen has not been acceptea by the British as a basis for dis-
cussion, nor dees it find favor with the Arebs, Dr. Neumenn pointed out. He added
that if some Arabs are inclined to accept the partition scheme, they are "discreet-
1y silent" about it.  "The Areb officiel positivn 1s &s inflexible, as adamant as
before ," he asserted. :

Discussing the guestion of participation in the London COnference, Dr, Neu~
menn stressed that the Zionist movement hed once before accepted an invitation to
& round table conference in London, vhich resulted in the issuance of -the White
Paper, He also cited the report of the Anglo-American inguiry committee whose re-
commendations the British Govermment refused to accepts

"We have not declered war against the British people," he stated, "but ve
nust frankly recognize the fact that Britain 1s vaging & war against the most vitel
interests of the Jewish pecple.”

Urgas Shifti_x_x_g of Zionist Headquarters to Non-British Country

Pointing out that the Zionist movement has not dissolved and does not intend
to dissolve its historic association with Britein, but cannot behave a&s if nothing
had\ha.ppsned. since the Balfour Declaration, Dr, Neumann declered: "Byitain vill un-
der d 1f ve say that no Zionist executive will ever be elected by the Congress
to pdrticipate in the liguidetion of the Zicnist movement, We cannot change owx
policy to follow exclusively & British orientation," .

o BEAY
he American Zionist leader said thet the time may have come to symbolize the
shango o the relations between Britain end the Zionists by shifting the center of
Zienist {political activity to & country vhich is not under & British flag, At the
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eame time, Dr. Neumdnn told the Congress that the recent statement issued by U.S.
Secrstary of State Byrnes urging Jews to attend the London Conference on Palestine
wes an attempt to make the Zionists agree to unconditional participation in the par-
ley. .

Discussing Jevish resistance in Palestine, Dr, Neumenn said that the Yishuv
itgelf must dekermine the form that the recistence should take and the point to which
it should be carried. "If responsible elements in the Yishuv are engeged in & strug-

_ gle not for thémselves, but for the sake of all peoplo, we intend to back them to the
1limit and to extend them every moral and material assistance,"” he statod.

U.S. Laborites Back Executive; Mizrachi Delegates Clash on Partition

While the genersl debate continued, the various delegations were holding spe-
cial party conferences to. hemmer out their stend on the meny critical issues facing
the assemblage, - ’

The Canadien and American Poale Zionist delegations, which comprise 32 dele-
gates, voted to glve full support to the policies of the present executive on the
future status of Palestine end to back the stand of the Haganeh against terroriem,

The meeting of the Mizrachi delegetes was marked by sharp clashes on the ques-
tion of pertition and the composition of the executive. In a letter read to the ;
‘meeting, Rebbi Meir Berlin, influentiel Mizrachi leader who is in Palestine, outlined
the following program vwhich he urged the movement to support: unmodified rejection
of partition in eny form, revamping of the executive to include new perscnalities
and assigiment of seats on the basis of party strength and opposition to placing
Keren Keyometh funds under control of the Jewish Agency,

These views were challenged by 7l-year-old Rebbi Judeh L. Fisitmen, Mizrachi
representative on the executive, who favors the executive's present policies. Rabbl
Fishman seid thet he would not be & candidate for office again and that this was his
farewell speech, . :

Mizrachi Leborite Leader Urges Rejection of Partition Plen

The Labor Mizrachi meeting heard Moshe Shapiro, head of the orgenization and
1ts representative on the executive, propose & politicel pletform vhich would reject
\ the Jewish Agency's position on partition, as formulated in Peris last summer, and
return to the demend of the 20th Congress in 1937, which called for & Jewish state,
hapiro called on the Ziocnist Congress to euthorize the néw executive, vwhen elccted
decide whether or not to participate in the London conference.. He urged that
eflorts bo concentrated on immigration and the suppression of-terroriem. )
The question of vhether the Revisionists had & legel right to be represented
at \the Congress in view of the fact that the New Zionist Organization was still in
exilBtence cams up for discussion at a Revisionist caucug this morning, The confer-
adopted & resolution stating that the United Zionist-Revisicnists were now &
of the World Zicnist Organization and had no comnection with any other movement,
put £he NZ0 could not be dissolved until a gpeclal conference is held for 18t pur-

pt?sa- Revisionists Went Congress to Elect Govermment-in-Exile

Speakers declared that the Revisionists will not assume responsibility for )
the policy of the Jewish Agency executive and will continue to £ight with the Zion-

encH
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ist movement 2nd at the Congress for the election of a Jewish government-in-exile,

Swiss police are maintaining the rigié security precautions which have been
in effect since the Congress opsned. Evexy flocr of the Mustermesse, the hall in
vhich the Congress is meeting, is patrolled nightly by & policeman eccompanied by
a police dog. The various Congress offices are also closely watched. A 2l -hour
guard hes also been placed arownd the British consulate for the duratic.l of the Con-
' gress to prevent possible extremist ettacke,

GOV, NOT HINDERING JEWISH EMIGRATION FROM PALESTINE, BRTTISH COLONIAL MINISTER SAYS

LONDON, Dec, 11, (JTA) -- The Palestine Government is placing no obstacles
'in the path of Jews desiring to leave Palestine, Colonial Secretary Arthur Creech-
Jones eannounced in Cemmons today, o

He said that exit visas are no longer required by prospective emigrants and
-added that he could not estimate the mumber of Jews who desired to leave the country.
Replying to & question from Tufton Beamish, Conservative, who asserted thet the num-
ber of ration cards distributed in Palestine indicate that the Jewish population of
Palestine is considerably larger then 580,000 as arnounced by the government & year
ago, Creech-Jones declared that there vas ao evidence to support such & statement.

In response to another question, he said that the Palestine Potash Company
would be compelled to halt production*if the rail transportation situaticn wes not
improved, He estimated that damage to the rail system caused by extremist attacks
amounted to $1,300,000 and that the system was losing $12,000 daily in revenue. He
- sgald thet transvortetion of the citrus crop was unaffected because it was moved
chiefly by motor vehicles.,

JEWISE YOUTH SENTENCED TO 18 YEARS AND FLOGGING BY PALESTINE MILITARY COURT

JERUSALEM, Dec. 1L, (JTA) -- Benjemin Yossee Kimchin, 16-year-old Jewish
youth, was today convicted of attempted robbery of a benk 1n Jaeffa Septs 13 and ille-
gally bearing arms and was sentenced to 18 and 12-year concurrent prison teims. . .
In addition the military court ordered that he receive 18 strokes of the lash, When
“the verdict was read, he shouted: “Do you expect to be in Palestine 18 yoarst"

Kimchin, who appeared in court in a military shirt and shorts, refuskd to en-
“tér & plea, A second Jewish youth, 17 years old, is being held for trial on & simi-
la.r ch rge. ; )

PLAN EVOLVED TO FACTLITATE TRANSFER OF GOODS FROM CZECEOSLOVAKIA T0 PALESTDWE

! PRAGUE Dec. 11, (J'I‘A) == A scheme by which persons vishing to emigrate from
%echcslovakia to Palestine may teke &long 'thelr assets in the form cf exportable
goods 1s being discussed here following the arrival from Jerusalem of Eugen Winter- .
stei:n who befora the war wes. secretary-general of the Je\riah Party in Slcveida,

\ wmteratein, who has already conferred with the Miniatry of Foreign Trade here
end the heed of the Department of Industry and Commerce in the ‘semi-sutonomous Slovak
Government, is representing an organization celled- "RASSCO," which was formed to
facilitate the settlement of Czechoslovak Jews in Palestine.

\
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1,250 REFUGEES RETURNED TO PALESTINE FROM CYPRUS, ANOTEER 500 DUE THERE NEXT WEEK

HAIFA, Dec. 1. {JTA) -- Five-hundred Jewish refugees frun Cyprus arrived
here this moming, bringing to 1,250 the number of deportaes whe Lave heen returned
from that island in the last 24 hours. Another 500 are due here Tuesday.

Last night's arrivals were transferved to & Jewish .Agency cemp at Kiryat,
Schmuel, near Chedera, to awalt release under the Dec.-Jen; immigration schedule.
This morping's arrivels, together with the 50C due on Tuesday, will be 2eld at the
Athlit clearance camp until they are eligible to.be releaged under subsequent month-
1y quotas,

ALL JEVS RESCUED FROM SIRINI; GOVERNMENT READY TO ADMIT WOMEN, CHILDREN TO PALESTINE

JERUSALEM, Dec. 11. (JTA) -- Four-hundred and eighty-eight shipwrecked Jews
were removed from the 1sland of Sirini today by & British destroyer end, together
with the 254 rescued last night, are being transported to Sude Bay, Crete, en route
to Cyprus, it was officially announced here. Sixieen wounded and sick persons are
on their wey to & hospital in Rhodes.

Following a conference this morning between leaders of the Jewish Agency end
Palestine Chief Secreteéry H.L. Gurney, the government announced thet it was ready to
adm’y the sick ard the women and ckildren among the shipwrecked Jewa directly to
Paloatine, Thos Jewish leadsrs ere continuing their efforts to gain admission for
the men on the 350-ton vessel which foundered Saturday.

A Jewish Agency spokesmen voiced disappointment at the govermment's fallure .
to admit ell the Sirini refugees. He stressed that "the Paleetine Jewish community
hed hoped thet the government would recognize the Sirini case as & special case
similar to the Patria," In 1937 the Patrie sank in Haife herhor with & loss of 200

'\ lives. The renaining Jews were admitted to Palestine as a humanitarian gesture.)

{ "We were sure the govermment would display the seme humenity end kindness as

. the RAF," he said. "The disappointment is greeter since it will certainly not con-

} tridute to calming down the country. The Agency does not regard the matter as
closed, more repreaentations will be mede hexe and in London for the early admission

\ of the Jews to Palestine," he concluded,

ISH ARMORED CAR FIRES UPON PARTY OF JEWISH OPERA SINGERS; EIGET WOUNDED

JERUSALEM, Dec. 1. (JTA) == Eiglft members of the Hebrew National Opera were
ed last night » two of them seriously, vhen they were fired upon by en armored
cw whne en route to Tel Aviv from Chedera, vhére they hed given a performance. -

\ The cexr in which they were irayelling was stopped by & militery pstrol for
routine identity check, While the soldiers were examining the singers' identifica-
tion documents, an armored car which was stationed across the road opened. fires
Mordekhai Hoftman, 35, and Nahun Hochmen have been operated on to remove bullets,

- Replying to queations by police, the eoldiers said thet the armored cexr had
$ired "by accident,” but the singers stated that the ehocting wag deliberate.






