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TRUMAN-DID NOT PROMISE TO SUPPCRT PALESTINE PARTITION, DR, STLVIR TELLS ZIONIST CONGRE:

“4-BASIE, Dec. 10e (JTA) -- President Truman has nob committed the United Statos
to the proposal of the Jewish Agency for the pertitioning of Pelestine into Jewish -
and Ara} states, but has merely said that the U,S. Government will suppos: a campro-
mise betweon this proposal and the British "federslization planm, " Dr. Abbe lillel Sil.
ggr;*prcsidezxt of the Zionist Orgenizetion of Americe,told the World Zionist Congress
today.

Speaking this morning on the activities oo American Jewry, Dr. Silver made it -
clear thet he did not intend at present to emberk on & discussion of t.: sosition of
American Zionists on "the partition proposal presented :in Washington by a represente-

’  tive of the Jewish Agency' but would reserve that for a later session.

"It is oo early to say hov firm end persistent Secretery of State Byrmes will
be in pressing for Jewlsh rights in Palesiine and for & just and early soluticn of the
Palestine problem," he declared. The Sccretary of State, however, now understends
"the full gravity and urgency" of the Palestine question, Dr. Silver added. He prais-
ed Trumen for deeling forthrightly "for the first time"” with the "unwarranted inter-
‘vention" of King Ibn Saud in the Pelestine issue.

b Sy Audience Apnlauds Silver's Opposition to Partition Plen
i

‘A stetement by Dr. Silver that meny Zionists regarded the partition proposel
cf the Jewish Agency as "an error in Judgment” and that this proposal was presented
in "a moct unfortunate way" was & gignel for e short demonstration by part of the

h audience, vhich stamped its feet end applauded. The delegates also applauded vwhen
: he wuoned ageinst trusting “constant unvepentant sinners" with the task of negotilating
\ on Palestine. . :

' N "The cotablichment of & Jewish atate in our time is the only conceivable ro=-
sompense of ény thet can be conceived at all for the slaughter of 6,040,000 Jevs," ho
sadd, Referring to.the recent amnouncement by Byrnes that the United States will
senA an official observer to the London Confersnce on Palsstine if Jews end Arabs
pertifipate in the parley, Dr. Silver said thet the Byrnes statement was "mayde soem~
ingly vith ax eye on the World Zionist Congress," end was not very revealing,

! The leader of the American Zicnist movement blamed American Jewish organize-
tions for their failure to convince the American Government of the necessity oif re-

' moving; Jcws fram Europe-iimediately after the war. Simultaneously, he writiclized the
inedequgte efiorts of the U.S.Government in solving "the greatest humaniterien problen
in mode:'n history." The United States, he said, could admit 250,000 Nazi and Facclst

0 war pricuers, but not its Jewish allles.

Thc. cooperation of all Zionist groups in the Americen Zionist Emergency Coun-
cil was lauded by Dr. Silver. He also praised the work of the American Jewlsh Confer-
ence saying that it triumphed "over the vestigisl oligarchy of self-appointed Haus-

 Juden." :
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BEN GURION DEMANDS JEWISH STATE; WARNS TERRORISM MAY PLUNGE PALESTINE INTO CIVIL WAR

BASLE, Dec. 10. (JTA) -- A vigorous appeal for the creation of & Jewish state
vas made tod2y by David Ben Gurion; cheirman of the executive of the Jewish Agency,
in en cddress to the Zionist Congress in which he emphasized that the establishment
of such & state is the only way of saving the surviving Jews in Europe and “the most
advantageous instrument for securing peace in Falestine, stabllity in the Middle
East, end & relationship of cocperation and mutuel help between Jews and Arebs in
Palestine and in the neighboring countries.” R

_Ben Gurion lashed out against texrroriem, warning that the activities of the
extremists may lead to civil war, He asealled a "state of affairs waere every (ang
of youths with enough money to buy & kilogvem of dynemite and & machinegun is per-
mitte, to conuict national policy and proclainm a separatist war, and said that con-
tinuation of terroriem can plunge the Jews of Pelestine into tne “greatest tragsdy-that
can hapren to us in this period of great crisis--civil ver."

Rejecting the Morrison federelization plan, he charged that ito general out-
1ines had been submitted to the ‘British Government by the Arebs several years 8go.
"We oppose the plan becnase it is only'a slight modification of the White Taper and
the changes are not always to the advantege of the Jewa," he stated, adding that it
was a violation of the Mandate. ’

Seys That "No Foreimn Power" Will Eelt Irmigration
e ?

Describing immigration as the "centrel, decisive fromt," he warned thet “no
foreign power will overcome it. Refugees will continue to find their w2y to Pales-
\ tins.. They will leap into the vaters and swim to the shores of the hemeiand, and
~avery Je7, because he is & Jew=be he Zionist or not--will stand behind them. Fleets

and ali:r forces unose Btrength lles in physicsl force elone will not khelt immigra-
tion.

Defining what he meant by & "Jewish slate ,""' Ben Gurion said thet "it goes
without shying that & Jewish state cen be based oply on & derocratic system in which
there will bhe full equality of rights--civil, politicel and religious--for all in-
habitants without exception, irrespective of race, religion or sex. :

\ "It is self-understood thet Jews outside the Jewish state will be citizens
the countries in which they live, Jjust as Englishmen and Fronchmen ia America are
¢iNizens of Americe , even though Englend and France exist as independent countries,
Justyas Irishmen in America or Australia are citizens even thoughEire exists as en
indegbndent country to which they are bound by ties of tradition end effection.”
When he mentioned "progress," the Agency chairmen stated,he meant that "we
vant to heve the Sovereign right to root out from the life of Palestine poverty,
diseaé\e, » 1lliteracy, unhygienic housing conditions in town end country, tne oppres-
sion of womén and -children end the ehortage of the right food from which &n:over-
whelmin‘s majority of the Areb population and not & small section of the Jewish popu~-
lation m:o'bably suffers, ’ ‘

"¢, vant sovereign independence for the Jewish people in their historic home- -
land by virtue of its becoming an ehsured mejority, liberated from the perenniel
curge of exile, the curse of psrpetual minority status, the curge of constent depend-
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ence and the curse of dispersion and of everywhere being strangers and foreigners.
We went our independence and soverelgnty and to be represented at the United Netions
like every other free people." !

“Why should the Jewish people be denied whet is accorded even to small comn-
tries and tiny peoples like Luxembourg, Lebenon, Albenia’ end others?” Ben Gurion
asked, "It is only because there is no Jewish state. We demend independence for
our pecnle... We are capeble of conducting owr own effrirs and protecting ourselves.
We are living de facto in & Jewish state, elthough we have not obtalned the position
de Jure." '

If Britain feels that the Mendate is unworkeble--which even today the Zlonists
do not recognize is the case~-it should allow the creation of & Jewish state as prom-
ised by the lirndate, he asserted.

DR, WEIZMANN ELECTED PRESIDENT OF ZIONIST CONGRESS;FOUR AMERICANS IN THE PRAESIDIUM

BASIE, Dec. 10, (JTA) -- Dr. Cheim Weizmemn was today elected president of
the World Zionist Congress to direct the sessions of the assembly, assisted by a
praesidium of 15 vhich includes Dr, Abba Hillel Silver, Mrs. Judsh Epstein, Hayim
Greenberg and Dr. Joseph Shechtmsn representing the Zionist Organization of Americe,
the Hadasseh, the Zionist Leborites end the United Zionist-Revisionists of Auerica, '
respectively. '

Dr, Stephen S, Wise disclosed after the belloting chat Dr. Welzmann had
proposed two days ego thet Wise be named Congress president, but "nothing but the
Pulgar~machinations of underlings--probebly prompted by the high command--alone pre-
vented the election of the first American president of the Congress," Ho had not
declared himself & cendidate for the presideucy, Wise added, but Welzmenn suggested
that he be elected as "an honor owing to Dr, Vise &s a 1life-long Zionigh leader,”

. The elections were marked by sherp clashes which highlighted the political
cleavages among the delegates, IFollowing Dr, Weizmenn's election by & vete of 191
to 48--with the Mizrachi delegates ebstaining--Semson Yunichmsn, & Revisionist dele-
gate, arose ond bitterly attacked the egod Zionist leader, declering that his policy
hed brought the movement to.its present "cetastrophic situation.” ’

The Revisionists cannot "approve Weizmenn's policy now when Zioniem has enter-
ed & new phase of resistance end offensive,” Yuiichman stated, 'Weizmenn cannot
v ):ymbol:‘zr:l t{ze movement as & vhole, We cannot believe that he will lead the movement
0 revival,

Revisionists Attacked By Left-Wing Zionists As "Jewish Fegcists"

- After the unenimous elections of the praesidiwm, which consists of four repre-
sent#vbi_ves of the Mizrachi, four of the Mapel, four Generel Zicnists, two Revislon-
ists|and one Heshomer Hetzair delegate, the Revisionists came under fire from both the
Hashéger Hatzalr and the Tenua L'Achdut Avoda, which are at the exireme left of the
groups represented at the Congress, - F .

. Noshe Erem, speaking for the L'Achdut Avode, called the Revisionists “Jewish
fascists),” and charged that they should not be allowed to sit in the Congress, since
the New Zionist Orgenizetion hes not been dissolved, Eliezer Prai of the Hashomer
Hatzedr 881d his party consideredsthe Revisicalsts "en element foreign to Zionism,
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vhich perverts the real picture of our struggle." He elso cherged that the Revision-
ists were at the Congress illegally, since their readmiseion to the World Zionist Or-
genization had never been approved by the Zionist Actions Committee or the Congress.

Weizmenn Hints Jewish State Mey Not Be Established in His Generation
Speeking last night at memorisl scrvices arranged by the Congress for the
6,000,000 Jews murdered by the Nezis in Europe, Dr, Weizmenn reviewed the martyrdom
of Jewry and its struggle to rebuild a nationel life in Pelestine, "Be stoong,” he
told the audience, “remember we are going to have a Jewish state, 1f not in my genera-
tion, then in the next," !

The memorial services brought tears to the eyes of most of the delegates as
they stood in silence for & minute, while the lights in the anditorium w-rc dimmed
and the flickering shadows cast by two.huge black candles pleyed over Le. Weizmenn
ag he stood beneath black-draped Zlonist flags.

Speeking in Yiddish, Weizmann said that the Crusedes, the Russian pogroms and
+he Inquisition hed been child's play compared to the havoc wrought among European
Jewry by the Nazis. Declaring that the world will cne dey be judged for its feilure
to seve the Jews, he added that "we still believe that the plough is the instrument
to rebulld owr fnture end national revival," :

TWO_DFSTROYZRS RESCUE 240 SHIPWRECKED JENS; EEAVY SEAS STATL MERCY MISSION

JERUSALEM, Dec, 10, (JTA) -- The British destvoyer Chevron and a Greeck destroy
er tonight took 240 of the 800 shipwrecked Jews off the island of Sirini for temporary
shelter fram the driving raine which heve been drenching the castaways for several
deys, while a sccond Greek destroyer wes speeding through heavy sees to bring eight

- wounded Jevws to a hospital in Rhodes.

A Palestine Govermment communique announced that further rescue work hed to be
helted because of the increasingly bad weather. Meenwhile, & British landing ship
equipped with an emergency howspital left Malva today for the tiny island, British
navel sources estimate that the rescue mey not be completed for a week. A Jewish
Agency team of three doctors, two nurses and an Agency representative took off today
for Rhodes in a Royal Air Force plane. They will continue their Journey to Sirini
by sea.

Palestine Govermment May Admit Some of the Merocned Jews

\\ Meanvhile, informed circles here report thet the Palestine Govermment hes de-
cid&} to admit to Palestine all sick and woundsd awong the castaways as well &s chil-
dren,’ pregnant wamen and aged persons. It has alco been learned that High Commissioner
Sir Ajlan G, Cunninghem hes requested instructions frem London on whethor to edmit the
rsmai%nder of the 800 castaways. R

\\ Circles close to the government point out that the legal status ol the refu- °
gees 48 unclear because they lended cn an Italian islend, Although the island is un~
der British militery control, it has not yet been decided vhether the British emer-
gency ré\gulations concerning visaless immigrants en route to Palestine apply in this
cese, ;

‘I'I}e Hebrev prees today expressed its gratitude for the British aid being given
the Jewish refugees end suggested thet all the immigrents be admitted to the couniry
after they are restued. A Jewish Agency spckesman today voiced the thanks of the "en-
tire Jewish people” for the @ssistance of the various military-and govermmental uniis
involved in the mercy mission,
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defended Dr. Goldmenn's mission. He pointed out that it was undertaken with the
authorization of the Agency executive, If the mission failed, he argued, it was
a failure thet all members ef the executive should shere, and if it was & success,
the whole executive should share the credit. He made clear that he strongly be-
lieved that the mission was 8 success.

Noumenn Opens Debate With Warning Against Jeining London Parley

The debate vas cpened by Dr. Emanuel Neumenn, vice-president of the Zionist
Organizetion of America, with a slashing attack on the exscutlve which, he said,
hes abandoned the principle of & Jewlsh state in an undivided Palestine, He also

Pelestine,

. warned against the participation of the Jewish Agency in the London conference on

Dr, Neumann charged in a speech vhich was frequently punctuated by applause

. that the "new line" adopted by the executive &t its conference in Paris was a fall-

h,

ure without any results to Justify it. "The executive experimented and its experi-
ment failed,” he said, They speculated on the hope that 8 compromise would be &ce
cepted end they lost, It was & costly experiment. The Zionist movement will con-
tinue to pey & heavy price far it in meny vaysa ‘

Criticizes Sutmission of Pertition Plan to U.S, Government

As far es the goverrments of the United Stetes and PBritain are concerned, Dr.
Newmenn continued, the executive presented the pactition plen to them as an ex-
pression of the Zionist policy. "If this policy is to be changed now it means that
nev methods are to be applied and nev men elected,” he declared.

The partition plan haes not been accepted by the British as a basis for dis-
cuasion, nor dces 1t find favor with the Arabs, Dr. Neumenn polnted out. He added
thet if some Arabs ars inclined to accept the partition scheme, they are “discreet=
1y silent" about it. "The Aredb officiel position is &s inflexible, as adement &s
vefore," he asserted.

Discussing the question of participation in the London Conference, Dre fisus
mann stressed that the Zionist movemsnt had once before accepted an invitation to
a round teble conference in London, which resulted in the issuance of the White
Paper. He also cited the report of the Anglo-Americen inquiry committee whoge >~
commendations the British Government refused to accept, . . i’\ ’
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