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BRITISH ARMY PRESSING PALESTINE GOVERNMENT TO PLACE COUNTRY UNDER MARTIAL TAW

JERUSALEM, Dec. 6. (JTA) -- The British Ammy euthoritics are urging the Pelcs-
tine Govermment to place the country under martial law, it was revealed hero tedey,
It is understood that High Commissioner Sir Alen C: mninghmn domended yestoerday that
Isaac Ben Zvi, president of the Jewish National Council, state definitcly whetlir
Jewish national institutions are prepared to cooperate with the government in check-
ing terrorist activities .and also  insisted on knowing what mecasures thesc institu-
tlons have decided upon. :

A Jowish Agency spokesman denled today that_ the High Commissioner told Ben Zvi
that he wae preparing to turn administration of 'the country ovor to the army, How-
ever, it is lmowm that.militery lseders argue thet the current weve of terror, which
has been texing a daily toll of British troops, amounts to a state of wer nccessitat-
ing the proclemetion of mertiel law.

(In London, the Colonial Oifice seid today thet the imposition of mertial law
in Palestinc is not being contemplated. A spokesman denied reports that the intro-
duetion of militery rule only awaited the approvel of the British Cabinet.)

It was lcarned hers todey that efter the Higenah's warning this wesk to the
terrorist groups to ccasc their activities, strong me@surcs are being considered by
Taganch leadorship. A Jewish Agency spokesmen today said that moasures heve alrcady
been teken to combat terrorism, but he did not spscify what had been donc or would
be donc in the future. He sald that the executives of the Agency end the Jewish
Nationel Council were in consultation with the heads of Jewish municipalitics and
other responsible persons,

This morning, & jeep carrying fivc paratroopers of theo Sixth Airborne Division
was blown up by & landmins on the highway botwecn Haifa and Tel Avly., Cne soldicr wes
seriously wounded end the other four suffercd minor injurics.

Jittery Troops Manhandle Jews; Searches Continue in Jeruselem

Scaxrches wore continuing in Jewish quarters of Jerusalem énd & road check wes
sct up outslde Tel Aviv to screen all vehicles. The ugly mood of the Jittery troops
vag dcmonstrated last night when three persons who were caught in the strects without
their identification papers were taken to the Jaffa police station and so badly men-
handied that thoy requirsd first ald,

In a communique expleining lest night's gun battle end explosions in Jcrusalem.
the police said that members of the Stern Group hed stolen three cars in Tel Aviv and
nged thom to carry bombs Yo Jerusalem. However, an unskilléd driver ren one of the
vehicles into a tree on the Street of the Prophsts detonating the explosives and kill-
ing two riders and seriously injuring the driver, It added that the explosion served
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as a signal to other groups of Sternlsts to attack previously designated tergets, in-
cluding & police station and the residence of Lieut, Gen. Barker,

Police and military bomb squads which were called to dismantle landmines placed
in the streets decided to explode the bombs. In tke proceses they destroyed one house
end damaged six others, the occupants of which had been evacueted in advance. One
child vas slightly injured.

Jewish Workers and Officials Held for Investigation at Sarafand

The Storn Group is also reported to be responsible for the destruction of two
administration buildings at the Sarafend camp yesterday, which vere blown up when &
parked truck f£illed with explosives was set off by & time bomb. Meny Jewish workers
and officlals employed at the base, which is the largest installation in Pelcstine,
have beon ordered held for investigetion.

According te one version of lest night's attacks, they were only & diversion to
cever up the movement of large quantities of explosives from Tel Aviv-to Jcruselem in
preparaticn for a large-sca.la assault on the "govermpent fortress" in the center of
the city.

The Hagensh radio charged todsy thet British military authorities ars "zembling
on cexrying out pogroms egainst Pelestine's Jews," end warncd thet i1t was imperative
that a disciplined, unified resisténce movement be maintained in order to meet any
eventualities, The broadcast hit out egainst "blind terror inflicted on English in-
nocents" and the threat by the extremists that the terror would be extended ’co Jews
who opposed them,

BASLE MEETING OF JEWISH AGENCY EICUTIVE DISCUSSES CURBS ON TERRORISM IN PALESTINE

BASLE, Dec, 6. (JTA) =- The executivo of the Jowish Agency, meeting here on
the eve of the opening of the World Zionist Congress, todey considered & report from
Jeruselem on the most recent meeting betweon the High Commissioner end Iseac Ben Zvi
on the question of terroriam.

A sorious view of the sitwation was taken by the entire executive, Grave con-
cern vag also voiced by many of the delegates who have arrived here from various parts
¢f the world to attend the Congross. Todayts meeting of the exccutive was thc first
full session for many yeers, with members presont from Jerusalem, London end New York.

In & statement to press representatives,David Ben Gurdon, cheirman of the execu-
tive, declared: "We camnot say how much political violence injures the authoritics,
butthere is no doudt that it constitutes a growing dangor to Palestine Jewry and our-
selves, both internally and externally."

‘Dr, Weizmann Declines Candidacy for Any Zionist Office

The Jewish Telegraphic Agency learned todey from reliable sources that Dr,
Chaim Weizmann has indicated that he does not wish to be & candidate for eny office
in the Zionist movement. He arrived in Besle today and was met at the railway sta-
tion by membors of the Jewish Agency executive,’

Moshe Shertok, head of the politicel department of the Agency, taday addressed
the opening session of the verld conference of Zionist Laborites, He emphasized that
while the Palestine Labor Party interprets the Biltmore Decleration to mcan that a
Jevish State must be established in Palestine, it is not rejecting the possibility of
participation in the Conference on Palestine which is to be resumed soon in Lendon,
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DISPLACED JEWS EN ROUTE TQO SOUTH AMFRICA TURNED BACK BY FRENCH BORDER GUARDS

MUNICH, Dec, 6. (JTA) -- TForty-nine displaced Jows who left here lest Vednes-
dey bound for Paris en roate to South America returned hore today., - They were turned
back by French border guerds at Strasbourg lest night on the excuse that they did not
have all the nocessery documents for entering France.

The French consul here and at Frankfurt had checked and double checked the
documents of the group before they left Munich. Represzntatives of UNRRA and volun-
tery agencies and the French consuls have communicated with Paris officials in an
attempt to clcar up the difficulty.

Ravbl Pl’ilip S. Bernstein, advisor on Jewish affairs to U.S, forces in Turope,
today told the Jewish ‘l‘elegraphic Agency that American military authorities in Austria
are carrying out & number of recomendations for DP welfere which he made during &
tour of the Americen zone of Austrie last month, He reparted that food allowances
had been increased, that & number of bettlenecks in the distributlon of supplios had
been eliminated and that an eloction for members of & central Jewish committeo for
Austrie wes scheduled to take place in all Jewish DP camps later this month,

Among the recommendations he mede were: thet increeses in food retions be made
to dring the total of calories daily to tho seme level as those for Jews in the Ameri-
can zone of Gexmeny; the recognition of a central Jewish committec for Austria, the
eatablisiment of & Jewish coordinating council including reprascntatives of voluntary
reliof agencics end the DP's; and the elimination of bobttlenecks in the distribution
of fuel and clothing.

RUMANTAN JEWS PREPARE NOTE TO ALLIES ON ANTI-SEMITIC CHARACTER OF OPPOSITION PARTTES

BUCHAREST, Dece 6, (JTA) -- The Jewish Democratic Committec of Rumenia has pre-
pared Tor submission to President Trumen and Prime Minidter Attlce a note informing
them of the anti-Semitic attitude of the National Pemgants Porty and the Nationel
Liberal Party, both of which ars in opposition to the Democratic bloc which recently
swept the national elsctions.

The note will be forwerded to the western Alliss on behelf of Rumenien Jewry,
after & nation-wide campaign to obtain signatures to ite The ncte reletes the suffer-
ing -of the Jews under pro-Nazl.regimss which preceded the present government, pointing
out that tho Peesants and Liberals were cither in power or aided the perties in pover
during anti-Jewish drives, In contrast, the note declares that under the prescnt
Groza goverrment Jews have been granted eguel rights, and representati ves of Jewish
partics slt in-parliament. 5

In addition, the Jews point nut that meny of the anti-Jewlsh incidents during
the reccnt election cempeign were instigated by the opposition parties which, the Jews
asgert, "consider themselves protscted from abroad."

194 JEWISH REFUGEES LEAVE ITALY FOR BRAZIL; 250 TO FOLIOW I TEN DAYS

ROME, Dec. 6. (JTA) -- A group of 19% Jewish refugces todey loft Italy for
Geneva on route to Brazil vhere they will settle. It was also reveeled that enother
group of 250 Jews will leave for Brazil on Dcc. 15,

< .
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TRUMAN ESTABLISHES SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO FIGHT WATRED AND INTOLERANCE IN UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON, Dec. 6. (JTA} - An executive order creating & fifteen-mumber
Civil Rights Commit e3 to combet hatred end intolerance in the United States was is-
sued by President Truman last night. The new body wes-dirscted to study and recommend
nev civil rights legislation and other measures "to protect ell parts of the popula-
ation "in the United States.

The committee will be headed by C.E. Wilson, president of the General Electric
Company. It includes among its members Rabbi Roland G. Gittelsohn of New York City,
who is cpirituael leader of the Central Synagogue at Rockville Long Icland, and re-
cipient of the lNavy Commmmndation Medal for his services as the Jewish chaplain of
the Fifth Merine Divislon at Iwo Jima; Frenklin D. Roosevelt, Jr., cheirman of the
housing committee of the American Veterans Committee; Morris Ernst, New York lawyer
and author, and Boris Shishkin, econcmist for the Americen Fedoration of Labor and a
former member of the FEPC. u

The full text of President Trumen's order reads-as follows:

"Freedom from fear is more fully realized in our country then in any other on
the face of the earth. Yet &1l parts of our population are not equally frec Irom
fear. And from time to time, end in some places, this freedom has been gravely
threatened. It was so after the last war, vhen organized groups fanned hatred and
intolerance, until at times, mob action struck fear into the hearts of men end women
because of their racial origin or religlous beliefs.

"TPoday, freedom from fear, and the democretic institutions which sustain it,
are again under attack. In some places, from time to time the local enforcemsnt of
law and order hes broken down, and inuividuals--sometimns ex-servicemen, even women--

~ have been killed, malmed or 1ntimidated. . .

"The preservation of civil liberties is & duty of every government--state,
Federal and local. Wherever the lew cnforcement measures and the authority of Federal,
state and local governments are inedequate to discherge this primery function of gov-
ern,ent, thesc measurcs and this authority should be strengthened and improved.

Says Progent Statutes on Civil Rights Are Inndequate

"The ccnetituticnal guerantees of individual libertics end of equal protection
under the laws.clearly place on the Federal govermment the duty to act when state or °
local authorities abridge or fail to protect these constitutional rights.

"Yet in its discharge of the obIigations placed og it by the Constitution, the '
Federal government is hampered by inadequate clvil rights: statutes. The protection of
our dermocratic institutions and the enjoyment by the people of their rights under the
Constitution require that these week and inadequate statutes should be expand-d end
improved. We must provide the Department of Justice with the tools to do the job..

YI have, therefore, issued todey en executive order creating the President's
Committee on Civil Rights and I am asking this committee to prepare for me a written
report. The substence of this report will bs recommendations with respect to the
adoption or establishment by legislation or otherwise of more edequate and efflcctive
means and procedures for the proteéction of the civil righte of the people nf the
.United States."

N
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MAJOR ELIOT ATTACKS MEADER REPORT ON DISPLACED JEWS FOR "DLSTCHTIONS AND INACCURACIES"

NEW YORK, Dec. 6. (JTA) -- The cherge that the situation of the displaced
Jews in the U.S. zone in Germany, &s presented o the Senate War Investigeting Com-
mittee by its counsel George Meadey is "distorted into an ugly picture" is made to-
day by Hej. George F. Eliotin an article in the New York Hereld-Tribune. (Tho ecc-
tion of the report dealing with DP's was first revealed by the Jewlsh Telegraphic
Agency on Nov. 22.)

Fmphasizing that he recently visited the U,S. zones in Europe and studied the
problems of the displaced Jews, Maj, Ellot says that the Meader report cennot be teken
seriously because it contains meny false statements. He takos issue particularly with
the part of the report which says that the Army authorities suspect that the Joint
Distribution Committee 1s financing the transportation of Jews fleeing into the Aneri-
@n zone.

. "Thie can only be cheracterized as either & deliberate or a grossly negligent
distortion of the truth," Mejor Eliot states. "The slightest inguiry would have en-
abled Mr, Meader to discover that the influx of Jewlsh refugees has its origin in Po-
land, that virtually all those reaching the American zone are Polish Jdews fleecing for
their lives from the rising horror of anti-Semitic outbreaks in their native country,
end that the borders of the American zone of Germeny are open to them by the scttled,
humeniterian policy of the United States government and the Army authorities.

"Furthermore, the slightest inquiry would have enabled Mr, Meader tn find out-
that the Americen Joint Distribution Committee, finenced by the contributions of Ameri-
can Jews through the United Jewish Appeal, hae been engaged wholly in the humenitarian
task of caring for the frightened, suffering Jewish populetion of Europe, in Polend
and in every other country vhere there are Jews remeining elive affor the Hitlerien
holeceust, The Joint Distribution Committee takes care of the§e people wherever it
finds them--at home or on the move, in camps or in citiles. .

d

"Of 1%s work, the Secretary of Wer, Robert P, Patterson, said only last Mondey,
addressing tiie annual convention of the United Jewish Appeal: 'There is meanwhils the
need to lighten the load these victims of Nezism carcy, to alleviate the hardships
of their, present existence, to bring cheer to them in their plizht, to make provision:
for their resettlement in brighter lands. It is & pressing need. Your response hes
been generous and whole-heaerted in the past. I am confident thet you will cerry on
the work so well begun.' Does Mr, Meeder want this work discontinued? And why does
he try to give the impreesion that the Army wanta it discontinued?"

Ridicules Meader's Sneering Remarks; Doubts His Ability as Investigator

"As for Mr. Meader's sncering remerk that the Jewish refugees "all seem %o be
coming into our zone," how dces it happen that Mr. Meader did mot treoudle to Inform
himself that the American zones of Germany and Austria ars the only places in Europe
where a Jew fleeing from anti-Semitic terror in Poland or elsevhere in eastorn Burope
can be sure of refuge and.shelter? . '

"Agein to quote the Secrctary of War: 'Hundreds of thousands of hom:zless people
have found their way to the United Stétes zones of military occupation in Buropc.
They heve been given & temporary haven in their flight from misery and persecution.
Thelr gratitude has been shown by prayers and tears. Many of them the Army was under
no obligation to receive. Closing of the zone borders had been senctioned by Ailied
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