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06 EAST 41 STREET, NEW YOR N
TRUMAN SAYS CONSTTTUTION DOES NOT ENTER INTO U.S. DECISION ON B PLAN

WASHINGTON, Aug. 9. (JTA) <o President Truman told his press conference
today that the question of the Constitution will not enter into American considera-
tlon of the British plan for the "federaiization" of Palestine as the issue has no-
thing to do with the Constitution or treaties.

His statement came in reply to & question by & British correspondent who
cited a story appearing in the New York Times this morning to the effect that the
President had been advised by Judge Joseph C. Hutcheson, cheirman of the American
section of the former Anglo-American inquiry committee, that the British scheme in~
volved revision.of the Anglo-Americen convention of 1924 end, therefore, would have
to be approved by the Senate.

Mr, Truman said that he would not reach any decision on Pelestine over the
veek-end, HNo side-stepped & question as to whether he could foresee vhem he would act
by stating that he would inform his press conference &s soon &g he dids

The President repeated previous denials that he has been in contact with
Prime Minigter Attlee on the Palestine problem and displayed obvious pique at the fact
that the British had released the details of their plan without walting for official
Americen reaction.

When a correspcndent asked him whether he saw any objections tc publica-
tion of the "Grady report,” the President said that 1% should not have been published
while it is still in the negotiating stage. Queried whether he was referring to the
announcement of the plan in the House of Commons by Deputy Prime Minister Herbert Mor-
rison, Mr. Truman replied tha.t he hed no control over Morrison, but he has scme cone
trol over Grady.

The President declined to corment on the ections by the British Govermment
aimed et stépping "1llegal" immigration into Pelestine, which have been interpreted as
an enswer to American delay in approving the "federalization" proposel.

Henry Monsky, chairmen of the interim commitiee of the American Jewish Con-
ference, yesterday conferred with Secretary of War Robert P, Patterson, Attorney Gen-
eral Tom Clark end other government officials on the Palestine plan end expressed the
obJectitns of the Conference. He urged support of the short-term recommendations of
the inquiry committee, particularly the immediate admission of 100,000 Jews.

MONARNEY SAYS HE IS TRYING T0 DISCOURACE "ORGANIZED MOVEMENTS® OF JEWS INTO U.S. ZONE

FRANKFURT, Aug. 9. (JTA) -- Gen. Joaeph T, McNarney, comander of the U.8.
zone in Germany, said todey that he 1s trying to discourege "orgenized movements" of
Jews "from other aveas, The United States zone is not a way-station on the road to
‘Palestins,” e added. t

"I accept those wko have been persecuted and give them temporery heven,”
Gen. McNexney %old & press conference, adding that "I will not accept movements of
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those who have not been persecuted.” He explained that that was the reason vhy Ameri-
can outposts had recently turned back 700 Jews who tried to enter from the British
zone "vhere they were not being persecuted.” He said thet there was & well-organized
movement of Jews into U.S.~held sections of Germeny and en "orgenized evacuation of
Jews from Poland," ;

British Also Tightening Controls on Immigration into Their Zome

Speaking to c.rrespondents in the British zone about the same time, Alr
Marshal Sir Sholto Dougles, British commander, disclosed that ho was tightening border
controls in the British zcne because of ths great influx of refugees.

Predicting that displaced persons would cost the United States $80,000,000
& yeer after UNRRA suspends operations on Dec. 31, Gen. McNarney revealed officlally
thet the Army has elready drafted plans to teke over operations of the DP camps from

Lieut, Gen. Geoffrey Keynes, commander of the Third Aymy, will be in charge
of the camps, he said, He stated that he hoped that the Army could retaln as meny
employees of UNRRA as possible,but that he was limited by lack of adeguate funds,
Congressional appropriations, he asserted, are not sufficient to take care of both the
DP's and the problem of feeding the Germans,

Referring to the mass exodus of Jews from Poland into the American zone,
the U.S, comander in Europe said that while their flight was organized the Polish
Govermment was "in the clear," He pointsd out thet the goverrment hes outlaved enti-
Semitism and resettled repatriated Jews :ram the Soviet Union, but said that it could
not control anti-Semitic elements,

If the United States military authorities here tolerated orgenized move-
ments of refugees, and provided them with food and accommodetions, it would result in
&8 meny as 200,000 Jews entering American-ocoupled Germany from Hungery, Rusenie and
Bulgaria, McNarney declered. "It ‘is the desire of the Jewlsh rece as & whole to have
a home such as Palestine., This desire extends ell over Ewrope.” ’

(The Czechoslovak border through which Jevs from Poland crossed into the

American end British zones in Germeny and Austris, has been closed to zofugees,
according to information received by Jewish leaders in Paris today.)

Delay in Moving Soldierg! Wives to Gewmeny nct Caused by Refugee Influx

MUNICH, Augs 9o (JTA) -= A report published in ti> American press to the
offect that the shipment of American soldiers! wives to Germany has been deleyed be-
cause of the influx of displaced persons into the American zone,.vhich has caused &

critical housing eituation’ vas today termed a "malicious lie" by representatives of
the UNRRA and of voluntary relief organizaticns,

Army officers also condemnsd the report, emphasizing that by no stretch of
the lmagination could anyone vieualize & situation vhere any Americen civilien, or mame
Yer of the military personnel would wish to keep his femily in the camps occupied by
displaced persons, ’

« The report, which vas credited to the U,S. Army in Frankfurt, apperently
grew out of an ennouncement made in Frankfurt that & special Army board hes been ap-
pointed to.investigate the reasons for delaying the shipments of dspendents from the
United States. This announcement in no way blemed the displaced persons y or anybody
else, for the shortege of housing accommodations.

Two Germen pollcemen who fhot end killed cne displaced Jov and wounded an-

oS,

other cuteide Foehrenweld on July 2L, weore clearsd today b
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NEW OUTERRAKS ANTICIPATED IN PALESTINE AS BRITAIN INITIATES WAR-TIME NAVAL BIOCKADE

JERUSALEM, Aug. 9. (JTA) -- Anticipating new outbreaks in Jerusalem in con-
nection with the drastic measures which the British Governmeht contemplates using to
prevent further entry of Jews into Palestine, army engineering units today started to
fortify the center of the city converting it into a citadel surrounded by barbed-wire
fences and pillboxes.

The action coincides with the arrival at Haife of the British cruiser,
Ajax, and vith an air-and-sea blockade instituted today along the eastern shores of
the Mediterranean. British warships and plenes will attempt to prevent vessels cer-
rying Jewish refugees from reaching here.

It wes indicated here in British circles that war-time blockade tactics
which vere appliel cgalnst the Italians and Germans will nov be used against Jevs
attempting to enter Palestine "illegally.” It wes predicted that specially aymed
boarding parties will be placed on all British destroyers, corvettes emnd other ships
in the Mediterransan patrolling the sea lanes on vhich Jewish refugees frcm Europe
are thought to be sailing for Palestine. :

These crevs, it was gtated, will be placed aboard the intercepted vessels
and will be responsible for maintaining order en route to pre-srranged destinations
other than Palestine. They will be equipped o prevent active resistance by ‘the
passengers.

In addition t6 appealing'to Soviet and Rumenian euthorities to prevent the
movement- of Jews from Constanze and other Rumanian ports to Palestine, the British
Govermment todey aleo sent similir eppeals to France and Italy fram which ships bear-
ing Jowish refugees have sailed for Palestine. Other governments haeve also been esked
by Britein to 2id in preventing Jewish refugees frcm leaving for Palestine,

Jeovs Announce Théy Will Resist Blockade of Refugee Ships

The Jewish National Council of Palestine, nov in session here, tpday declar-
ed that Jews would resist all measures-aimed at preventing refugee ships fram
to reach Palestine "with the last ounce of their effort." It declared that all Jews
in Palostine consider themselves responsible for the immigration of men and women "now
fleeing from the poisonsd atmosphers of Europe” and fcr their ebsorption in Palestine.

In & resolution adopted at today's session, the Council demanded the 1mmedd-
ate release of the imprisoned leaders of the Jewish Agency oxecutive and other leaders
of Palestine Jewry now held at the Latrun camp. The resolution sharply criticized
the recent statement by British military authorities thet the vwhole Jewish community
was responsible for the blasting of the King David Hotel, It charged thet Jewish cur-
few breakers were meltreated in Jerusalem militaery prisons, and protested against the
withdraval by the aithorities of the traditional right of Jews to pray at the Waile-
ing Wall on Tigha - Blav, o .

CYPRUS POLITICAL PARTIES PROTEST INTERNMENT OF JEWS THERE:; 500 DUE ON MONDAY

- IONDON, Aug. 9. (JTA) -- Leaders of various political parties on Cyprus
met yesterday in Nicosia, capital city of Cyprus, to protest the reported British plen
to intern visaless Jewleh refugees on the island, it was reported here today.

o Anothér report from Cyprus sald that a first batch of 500 Jews 1s expecied
there on Monday, with 2,000 more coming later in the weck.
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JEWS CAN OFFER ALTERNATIVES TO “FEDERALIZATION" PLAN AT LONDON PARLEY, BRITAIN SAYS

IONDON, Aug, 9. (JTA) -- Jeows and Arabs who accept the British invitation
to attend the Palestine round-table discussicns in Loandon will be in a position-to.of-
fer alternative or counter proposels to the “"federelization" plan for Palestine, a
Forelgn Office spokesman stated today. He sald that Britain does not intend to limit
the scope of the discussions to the "federalization" scheme,

Believing that partition of Palestlne would be acceptable to both Jews and
Araebs, the London Spectator, leading English weekly newspaper, today urged thet Bri-
teln adopt this policy without delay. In view of the fact that visaless immigrents
are arriving in Pr"cstine on an unprecedented scale, the newspaper said, Britain is
faced with the choice of alloving "illegsl" debarkations, or preventing: thess landings
at the cost of provoking war with the Haganah,

Meanvhile, the New Statesman and Nation, pointing to the deterioration of
the Britikh position in the Middle East, which 1t attributes to Foreign Minister Bevin's
"Palestine policy, says thet troops stationed in Palestine should have provided support
for Britain's policy in the Middle East but instead are committed to operations against
the Jews. The magazine also varns that sending back the visaless immigrants to Europe
would destroy the last hopes for cooperation between Britain and the Jews.

CHIEF RABBT OF POLISH CORPS IN ITALY CHARGED WITH GIVING FALSF, REFUGEE FIGURES

" ROME, Aug. 9. (JTA) -- Refugee circles here today chellenged &)statement
by Chief Rabbi Nathen Rubners of the Polish Corps in Italy that 16,000 Jevish refugees
exrived in this cowntry during the last few months. The rabbi's statement appeared in
an Asscciated Prose dispatch appearing yesterday in the English-language Rome American.

According to refugee leaders here, dbout 3,000 Jevs arrived in Italy during
March and April and since then there has been virtually do immigration, In all of
Itely, they seid, there are only about 15,000 Jewlsh refugees.

Jewieh orgenizations also denled a report in the seme newspaper that a ves= .
sel bearing illegal immigrants to Pelestine sailed fromSicily this vosk,

CANADIAN OFFER MAY ENABLE JEWS IN POLISH ARMY TO IMMIGRATE TO DOMINION

MONTREAL, Aug. 9. (JTA) -- An Inter-departmental commission of the Canadian
Goverrment left today for Italy where it will begin screening applicants for Cenedian
visas among the Pclish troops in Italy.

Jewish circles here point cut that since at least ten percent of the Polish
troops are Jews, the Canadian offer to accept 4,000 members of Gen, Anders' army way
enable some Polish Jews en opportunity to immigrate to the dominion,

Applicents will be interviewed in tha next few weeks in Englend, Holland and
Bolgium 88 vell as Italy. Preference will be given to persons knowing English or :
French or who received trammg in Canada, or "who shov & favoreble disposition to the
Canadian form of democracy.”

JEWISH AGENCY MEMBERS MEET IN SECRET SESSION IN PARIS; SUBJECT OF TALKS UNKNOWN

. PARIS, Aug. 9. (JTA) -- Members of the Jewish Agency executive met here to-
dey in a secret sessicn from which even Zionist officials were barred. The subject of
their discussions wes not divulged.
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AUSTRIAN MINISTER PROMISES SPEEDY RETURN OF CONFISCATED JEWISH ASSETS UNDER NEW TAWS

VIENNA, Aug, 9. (JTA) -- Minister of Property Custody Peter Krauland told
& Jewish delegation today that assets confiscated by the Nazis in Austria will be re-
turned to the rightful owners and that perascns vhose assets cannot be traced will be
ccmpensated from a fund composed of property, cash and valuables vhich have not been
claimed and property taken from wer criminals.

The delegation, which consisted of several representatives of the World Jews
1sh Congress and David Brill, presi‘ent of the Jewish Community Council,ves assured
—that every effort will be mede to speed property restitution. The nev meésures will go

- into effect later this month and September, Krauland said.

He added that special questions of property restitution affecting Jews
vhich are not covered by the nev legislation will be discussad vith Jewish representa-
tives,

Russiane Still Hold Jewish Farmer Who Headed Land Restitution Commitiee

Oscar Wilhelm, a Jewish farmer and cheirman of the Austrien Land Paatitution
Committes, 15 still being held by Russian suthorities, however, for opposing seizure
by the Soviet occupation authorities of several large Jewiah-ovned farms, The Red
Army hes taken over ten Jevish farms ranging in size from 200 to 1,000 acres,

. Willielm was arrested two weeks &go and the Audtrian Government has been un-
able. to secure his release, although three of his asscciates vho Vere arrested ab the
same time have been freed, high officials of the Ministry of Economic Planning rovealed.

St111 imprisoned with Wilhelm is Engineer Leopold Greil. Wilhelm Hartzar,

" an official of the Ministry of Trusteeship,was released after two days and Dr. Jakob
Stoiber and Engineer Berger were freed a.fter three days, All.-five were arrested after
they had been summoned to the Russien Kommandature for & conference on Russian cleims
to lands meized from Jews and others after the Anachluss,

: Meanvhile, Wilholm's faxm is one of those taken by the Russiens a8 "Gernen
aaaeta." The Restitution Canmitise is still functioning in his absence althiough ape
parently it is understaffed. »

EIGHT MAJOR JEWISE BODIES AGREE TO EAMMER OUT JOINT PROPOSALS FOR PEACE PARLEY

PARIS, Aug. 94 (JTA) -= The repreaontativee of the leading Jewish organiza-
tions -of the United States, Great Britain, and France met todsy in the first of-a
" serles of sessicns to hemmer out a’jJoint progmam-of Jewish demands .to be presented to
the Peace Conference for inclusion in the peace treaties,

! Present at the session were delegates of the Americen Jevish Conference,
American Jewish Committee, World Jewish Congress, Board of Deputies of British Jevs,
Anglo~Jewish Aseociation, Central Reprosentation of the Jews of France, Alliance
Israclite and Agudas Israel.

The delegates have declded to work out the texts of their demands jointly -
and to present them in a body. Although the Joint texts have not yet been drefted, - ..
1t ie apperent thet the delegates are pleased with the. progress they have made,  CObe
servers here believe that the coalition faces its greatest-tust over the problem of
vhether to ask "group rights" for the Jews of Rumania, Hungary, end Bulgeria,
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CANADIAN ROYAL COMMISSION CRITICIZED FOR BRINGING JEWISH ISSUE INTO SPY. ACTIVITIES

NEW YORK, Aug. 9. (JTA) -- The statement by & Canadian Royal Commission in-
vestigating "Soviet spy activities" ‘that "the natural reaction of persoms of Jewish
origin to raciel discrimination was one of the factors played upon by the Cammnists®
recruiting agents," is attacked in the current issue of 'The Churchman," independent
Protestant monthly,

Pointing to the fact that en investigator of the Wood-Rankin Committee here
denounced all e,roupa fighting enti-Semitism es "Communist transmission belts," the
magezine seys that "we can now expect that ell those who sesk to prevent Ltiliza.tion

of atomic power for destructive purposes and who hate anti-Semitiem will be denounced
es 'Comunist. "

JEWISH REFUGEES IN SHANGEAI APPEAL TO TRUMAN FOR ASSISTANCE IN ENTERING U.S.

SHANGHAI, Aug. 9. (JTA) -- Emphasizing that the American consulate at Shan<
ghei hes not processed a single application under the regular auote system, the Coun=
cil of European Refugee Orgenizations, representing 15,000 Jewish refugees here, has
sent President Trumen a cable eppealing to him to help refugees who have alreedy ob-
tained affidavits from relatives and friends in America to enter the United States.

Similar plees vere addressed to Sir Herbert Fmerson, chairman of the Inter-
governmental Refugee Committee, the Jewish Agency and other organizations esking them

to aid the Jewish refvgees to emigrate from China where they are in a "desperate, un-
teneble situation,”

ARABS BOMBED U.S.. LEGATTION IN BEIRUT AS PROTEST, PALESTINE ARAB EXECUTIVE ANNOUNCES

. JERUSALEM, Aug, 9. (JTA) -- The bombing last Sunday night of the American
Legation and the British Consulate in Beirut was the work of Arabs, it was officially
announced today by the Palestine Aradb Executive.

Jamal Bey Husseini, deputy cheirmen, seid the bombing ves to protest Ameri-
can interference in Palestine and was the result of Arab resentment.

RABBINICAL BODIES APPEAL TO BRITATN FOR ENTRY OF JEWS INTO PALESTINE

NEW YORK, Aug. 9. (JTA) -- The Central Conference of American Rebbis and
tho Rabbinical Assembly of Americae, representing 900 rabbis, today appealed to Lord
Inverchapel, British Ambassador to the United States, to “"communicate to the British
Government our earnest plea for admission into Palestine of refugees on board ships
in Palestinien harbors,”

Signed by Dr, Abreham J, Feldman, of Hartford, of the Central Confererce,
and Dr. Israel Goldman, of Providence, of the Rebbinicel Assembly, the message added:
"On religious and humanitarien grounds we plead for these tregic survivors of the Nazi
inferno and to prevent recurrence of the Struma and Patria tragedies."

SOUTE AFRICA LAUCHES $1,000,000 CAMPAIGN FOR JEWISE EDUCATION

JOHANNESBURG, Aug. 9. (JTA) -- A.million-doller campaign in behalf of Jewe
1sh education in the Union of South Africe was launched here today, Cabinet Minister
Conroy made & large personal contribution and the campaign's chalrman, Joseph Milne,
donated $30,000.
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