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| SIRIFE AMONG JEWISH LEADERS IN ROME FURCES GOVERNMENT TO FOSTPONE COMMUNITY ELECTIONS

ROME, Nove 14+ (JTA) -- Acting on the recommendstion of Cols Charles Foletti,
 heed of the Allied Military GoOvernment in the Rome area, the Italian Government has
 tgein decided to postpone eleotions to the board of the local Jewish commmity, it
- wes ennounced here todays

| The action was teken as a result of the conflict between two groups of Jewish
- leaders in Rome, each of which is sccusing the other of having Fascist tendencies
 under lnssolinits regime. In view of the fact that the controversy has arcused
 excitement among the followers of both groups, both Col. Foletti and the Italien
Government felt that elections to the Jewish Community board were insdvisable at

- the present times

The status of the Rome Jewish Comwnity is hard to explain to Americans. It
- ®es {ixed by the concordet concluded between the Italien Government end the yatican
in 1933 and is based upon 't of meny decadess Under the concordet, Jews are
- responsible for raising their owmn funds for their own cheritable and relipgious
- organizations. The seme prirciple slsc applies to Italian Protestpnts. Thus,the
- President of the Jewish Community has almost official suthority over the Jews of Italy
end is prectically & government officinls

Th# leaders of the two Jewish groups in Rome are both prominent lewyerss One,
Hugo Foe, wes the president of the -Jewish Community Counsil, prior to the liberation
of Rome by the Alliess Following its policy of replecing lesders of all groups with
new men, the Allied Military Government custed Foe end appointed Silvio Ottolenghi to
head the Jewish Community Council and rensmed the Council the "Jewish Commissariate,!

Since then Foe hes been demanding new electionss He hes been direoting an
atthok apainst Chief Rebbi Israel Zolli of Rome orguing thet the rabbi should have
stayed with his congregation during the Germen occupetion instesd of hiding. Rabbi
2011i had o price of 300,000 lire on his head. Kis life was undoubtedly saved by
the frot thot cotholic friends hid hime

| Fou is aleo dirccting his atback egainst Ottolenghi, pointing out that the

. latter, together with oher Rome Jews,in 1958, signed o stobement condemning irternati-
onol fionisme Ottolenghi's friends explein thet this stotement was & ncoessery
 8%ep in view of enti-Semitie propegenda which wes, at thet time, being conducted
throughout Italy by Fescist officials.

Gn the other hand, Ottolenghi's supperters, ineluding Chief Rabbi Zeolli,

 Polnt to Foals Fesoist record. Foa joined the Fasoist Farty in 1932. He is president

- of the agsoointion Nostro Azsurro, o non-political orgenizetlon or wer veterons. His

- Jewish opponents say thet only those truly persona grate with the Fesoiste could heed

- B nationel orgenizption, even n non-politionl one. But Foo is ottooked primerily,

- becouse of the faet thet the liste of all Romets 11,000 Jews fell into the hends of

- the Germans, thus ennbling the Gestepo to swiftly hunt down many Jews and seize thems
I wac Foa's duty, his opponents argue, to destroy this liste
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EGYPT WILL TAKE CENSUS OF ALL FOREIGN JEWS IN COMNECTION WITH MOYNE )URDER

CAIRO, Novs 14e (JTA) ~= Egyption euthoritics will shortly take a census of
ell Jews who heve errived here recently, it was reported here todsy. They will be
asked te inform the authoritics where they are living end working.

It is believed that the census is being contemplated in conneotion with the

agseasination here,last week, of/lord Moyne, Eritish Resident Minister in the Middle
East, by two Jews who come her€ from Palestine.

In an interview broadeast by the Cairo radio, the premier of Ireq, Hamdy E1
Pachaji Procl-ifide, essured the Arabs of Palsstine that the neighboring Arab states
would shortly teke steps to aid them. Among the steps he outlined were; EStablish-
ment of an arab propegende bureau in Britein end ameriea, finanoial backing to prevent
the sale of ireb lands to Jews, and "establishment of strong diplometic protection
for the Arabs of Pralestine."

PALESTINE JEWISH COUNCIL CALLS FOR FIGHT ON TERRORISM; DRAFTS POST-WAR DEM.NDS

JERUSALIEM, Nove 14e (JTA) =- 4 oall to the Jews of Pulestine to combaet terror
i the country was issued here today by Iseec Ben-Zvi, president of the Jewish Notional
Couneil, following the election of & new executive of the Council which is composed of
fifteon members representing various groups. Ben-Evi expressed the Council!s abhorence
"over the desterdly murder of Lord Moyne."

Post-war demands, for submission to the United Netions in behalf of the Jew-
ish population of Polestine, were drafted at on earlier meeting of the Jewish Netional
Council ot which it was emphasized thet Palestine Jewry is primarily interested in
securing unhindered immigration of Jews desiring to come to Palestine from European
countries, ns well es oqual rights for Jews desiring to romain inm the countries in
Europe where they now reside or where theyresided before the wor.

The council nlso discussed & demond that Jewish children in Europe who lost
their porents should be entrusted to Palestine Jewish institubions for guardianship.
Problems of reperetions for Jews whose property hes been looted or confisceted were
elso discusseds The exeoutive of the Council wes authorized to work out detailed
resolutions with regerd to these problems,

Devid Remez, lender of the Mistedruth, demanded thet e central buresu be es-
tablished to ooordinate all Jewish oleims cnd thet 'all importent Jewlsh organizetions
Shroughout the world be represented in order to secur. united Jewish nction on all
metters perteining to compensation for confisceted or destroyed Jewish property in
verious Buropsan countries, :

IEARING O PALESTINE RESOLUTION FOSTFONED; BILL ON RESTORATION OF FROFERTY INTRODUCED

WiSHINGTON, Nove 144 (JTA) -- Hearings on the pending Palestine Resolution,
which were to have been resumed tomorrow before the House Foreign affeirs Committee,
will not be held, it was ennounced today by Reps S0l Bloom, cheirmen of the committees
o Congressman Bloom expleined thot since the House would only be in session
Thursdey and then adjourn until next Mondey, very few members of the committes could
be expeoted to attend eny meeting held this weeks The resolution demands unrestrioted
Jewish imnmigration into Palestine and the eventunl esteblishment of o Jewish Stotes

4 oonourprent’ resolution providing for the United States to include in all
Peese trecties at the end of the present war appropriote provisions "for the restora-
fion of property or reimbursement by way of drmeges to any ond oll persons who have
been deprived of their property® by axis countrdes "under cover of low or otherwise"
W8 introduced in the House todey by Reps Samuel Dickstein, K. Yy Dems
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 MMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY LEADERS DISCUSS PLAN FOR STABILIZATION OF COMMUNALL LIFE

DEIROIT, NOVe 14, (JTA) == Reports on successful fund-roising compaigns,
 extensive community studies, improved methods of orgenizetion ond budgeting and wide-
 spreed coapital fund-reising vcnd plenning were discussed here ot the regionol session
- of the East Centrel Stctes conference of the Council of the Jewlsh Federutions and
 Welfure Punds, ettended by representatives of 56 ocommrities from seven stotes ond
- Eestern Concdas 1

_ The major topto ef discussion was how Jewish communities cen orgenize and
 plan their services to provide o besis for security end o setisfying commmnel 1life,
- Jereme Ne Curtls of Clevelend, president of the region, presided.

. Tsidore Sobeleff, executive director of the Detroit Federstion,urged that all

commundty service groups be brought together for common planning end Isreel Roppoport,
seoretery of the Committee on New Approaches to Jewish Education, plecded for o
community opprosch to Jewish educstional progroms for children, youth end adulte

 reloted to the spucific aims and conditions of jmerican life. Frograms in community
organizetion through federctions end through comminity councils were anclyzed end the

 need for oloser integrotion into cme form of central commnnl orgonizaetion wos
exploreds

Needs of Returning Vetersns rnd Displaced War Workers Studied

Communities expressed great interest in the need for cdjusting ond develop-
ing commurity services to meet the needs of returning vetercns end displeced war
workerss He Le Lurie, exeoutive director of the Council, pointed out that while the

- government could be depended upon to care for the busic needs of returning service
 men and women a8 veterans, local communities have en obligation to provide for them
88 civiliens ond this meent better organizetion end better standerds of service to
- meet oll civilian needs in the community.

' Herry My Epstein, Pittsburgh, presented plans for o more intensive develop-
 ment of cormurity educetion cnd interpretotion. He sald that for resl understand-
ing,  publicity programs must be integroted with community orgarization and

- democrptic prrticipation. It is the responsibility of the central sgency, continued
M. Epatein, to orcete opportunities for nctive luowlecge prrticipation in community
 affairs through better knowledge ond symstematic educetional planning.

? A report uuftha pationnl gomsunity Relations Advisory Council wes presented
by Sidney Hollender, netional president of the Councile The NCRAC, ssid Mr. Hollender,
is enly & minimum plan and is operating under serious limitations but it is develop-
 ing various forms of agenoy counselling sc that a eonclusive eppredsel could not be
nede until there hod been further experience with this present attempt to coordinate
the activities of the nationsl end locsl sgerciess Ephraim Rs Gomberg, speaking for
the United Jewish hppecl, reported that 89 percent of Jews on the European continent
 heve been displuced ond thot the need for supplementing governmentol programs wag
 incrensing as liberated nrens offered new opportunities' for congtructive I_ielp.

: Mrss Le A, Friedberg, director of the Jewieh Public Relations gouncil of
 Pitteburgh, described progress mede in inter-cultural educetion secured through perti-
cipetion of all groups concerned with the perpetuntion of demcoratic principless The
region eleoted the following officers for 1945; Julinn Erolik, Detroit, president;
 Walton Strouss, Erie, ond Bernord Pepersky, Cinecinneti, vice-presidents; Herman

Bandnaker, Loulsville, treesurers
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| ONLY 1,200 OF 6,200 JEWS IN BORDEAUX SURVIVED NAZI OCCUPATION; SYNAGOGUES FILLAGED

, BORDEAUX, Nove l4. (JTA) -- Twelve-hundred of the 6,200 Jews who complied

- with the order of the German occupation authorities to register as Jews survived the
Nazi terror in Bordeaux and the vieinity, the rend Rabbi of Bordeaux, Josef Cohen,
 told the Jewish Telegraphic igency correspondent. Hs estimated that practically all
 the Jews who did not flee the area when it was ennounced thot the Germans would oc-
oupy the coastal zone registered.

; French authorities have turned over to the remaining Jewish leaders all
registration cards and they are seeking to esteblish the fate of the men, women, and
children listed in these files. They ore alsc forming o relief committee to aid the
needys The oity of Bordeaux gave the Jewish community 100,000 frencs to help the
destitute.

; Among the vietims of the Gestapo were 15 residents of the community's home
 for the eged, including M. jeron, 94-year-old couneiller of the court of Nunoy. The
 home itself wes completely pillaged. DNothing is left but the bare wellss

Sixty-eight-ysar-cld Rabbi Cohen was murked for arrest end deportation. On

 the night of December 17, last yeer, three members of the Gestapo end Vichy militia-

men came to the building edjoining the symegogue, which houses theconsistory offices

 end the rabbits apartment, and demanded $he robbit's chilaren. When he told them thet
he did not lmow where they were, they told him that he as their fether was responsi- -

ble end would be arrested. The rabbi's son, Michael, 20, who is now o lieutenant in -

 the Frenoh Forces of the Interior, had joined the Mpquis ne soon ns the resistonce
began. 2

chief Rabbi Fled When Gestepo Came to Deport Him

. The Gestapo men told Rabbi Cohen to peck o bag, ond prepare to accompeny
 thems When he returned to the hallway where they were waoiting for him, they told

hin to remain there for & while while they rounded up the concierge end his femily.
 But the robbi did not weit. Instesd he dropped his bog end fled. He reenacted the

- episode for this correspondent with grim intensity in the semi-durknese of the debris-
strewn synegogue from which every single interior fitting had been removed or de-
 stroyed by the Nezis, tip-toing hastily through the small synagogue, fumbling with
 the locks of the doors s he did that Deoember night when seeling egresss Then all
oround the great synngogue, stopping for & moment to show me where he fell over the

- pulpit stepss i

, Finally, he found one unlocked door, which led to a small courtyord from
 Which there was a gate to o back streets He fled that way to the home of & non-Jew-
sh friend who sheltered him and brought him to o safc refuge in the residence of the
atholio bishop where he remained until the city wes libernted.

: A few hours efter the rabbi esoaped, & whole orew of Gestapo men ond militia-
 men’ ceme to the synagogue and begen systematio devastations They removed all the
furniture, ell the installotions, including the erk cnd sorolls of the lew end the
pulpit, pulled down the baleonies, cut down the huge chandelier, end tore dewn
tapestries. They broke off thc bronze handles of the dogp end even smashed & merble
 Plaque commemorating Bordesux Jews who died for France i 1d wor I» Some time
later, when the Nezis had erected berbed wire enclosures in the synogogue and were
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using it as o detention pen for Jews ewaiting deportation, some prisoner carefully
 oolleoted the fragments of the ploque ond piled them neatly in a corner where they
~ still remain.

_ The small syncgogue was treated similarly. Nothing remeins there except the
- bore wallss The consistory offices were completely wrecked. 4ll furniture was toaken,
- and ell community records, dating beok necrly o cemtury , were dumped onto the floor,
Imee-deep in utter oconfusion. The Nozis didn't bother trying to open the safe. They
simply removed it. :

| They did such a thorough job, both here ara in the rabbils re-.dential
querters, thot they even removed besins, toilets, and towel racks from the lavatories,
 yonking out the plumbing, They earefully removed o large oil peinting depioting the
 Sophedrin from its heavy frame end took it with them. Everything in the rebbits

- apertment wos token ineluding chendeliers, mirrors end personal effects. Most of

his library wos left, but books were torn from the bindings end thrown to the floor
where they were trodden on. The whole ploce is o litter of books ond smell articles
the Hozis did not deign to tokes

' HiDASSAH CONVENTION URGES U. 8. INTERVENTION TO SECURE JEWISH COMMONWEALTH

CLEVELAND, Nove 14, (JTA) -~ The United Stotes wes urged to use its good
 offices to secure nootion by Britain opening Pelcstine to unlimited Jewish immigration,
looking towords the development of o Jewish Commonwealth there, in o resclution
- odopted last night ot the 30th annual convention of Hadnssch, meeting at the Hotel
- Clevelond.

Other resclutions condemned the terrorists in Palestine, soluted the war
 effort of the Prlestine Jewish community, urged the United Netions to assure full
 economic and technical essistance to Jews in Europe to encblc them to rebuild their
- shottered lives or to emigrote to Falestine if they so desirey ond demanded thet
- Iionists be represented on any internctionel body cherged with finding n settlement
 of the Palestine problems :

JEWISH DELEGATION FROM ENGLAND RECEIVED BY WALLACE; DISCUSSES FROBLEMS WITH HALIFAX

VIASHINGTON, Nove 14, (JTA) =- Drs Stephen §. Viide todey presented the l0-member
United Kingdom delegetion to the War Emergency Conference of the World Jewish Congress
 to Vice~President Henry ie Wallace. The delegation also.met Supreme Court Justice
- Pronk Jurphy, who heeds the National Committee Agminst Persecution of the Jews. -

: Eerlier the group, headed by Se Sydney Silverman, e member of the British
 Perliement, ocalled on Lord Helifex, British smbassador to the United States. They
 disoussed the vorious problems affeoting the position of the Jewish people todey, end .
- the embossedor wes informed that refugees, wer crimes, relief onnd rehabilitation end

- political rights end guerentees will be among the major matbers dealt with by the

- emergency confercnoe the week of November 26.

it e luncheon, Assistant Attorney Generel Normal Littel, seoretary of the
 Netional Commitbee jgeinst Persecution of the Jews, £old the Britons hot he has found
- that the greet musses of the americen people are responsive to good-will, that there
15 tremendous response ogeinst hetred. He is deeply encoursged, he seid, but the wer
- bgainst the forces of hatred must be woged unrelentlessly end unceesinglys .

= Mre Silverman issued a statement on behalf of the entire deleguation
 tondemning the murder of Lord Moynes




