voL, xx. & 189 (26%h year)

| -

PUBLISHED BY THE JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY

106 EAST 41st STREET, NEW YORK 17. M. Y.

RESTORATION OF JEWISH RIGHTS IN BALKANS IS ASKED; RESCUE WORK MAY BE SLOWED DOWN

ISTANBUL, Auge 16s (JTA) == The resous of Jews from Hungary, Rumania and
Bulgaria may soon take a new turn as result of a decision to press for the reinstate-
ment of these Jews in their rights os full-fledged citizens of their netive lands in-
stend of seekdng to rescue them by tromsporting them to neutral ond Allied countries,
it wos disclosed hsre today by Ire Hirschmonn, representative of the War Refuges Foards

The decision was token by the Wor Resous: Boord recently formed here yhich is
composed of representatives of the Jewish Apenoy for Palestine, the Joint Distribution
committee, the Hins-Toa Emigration Asscciation and the War Refugee Boards The new
approcch stem  from the fact that anti-Jewish a8 have hat reloxed in

Hungary, Rumonia and Bulgarine o

Relinble information reaching here indicates that active anti-Jewish persecu=
tions howe ceased: in Rumonin ond in Bulgarins Even the anti-Jewish propogonde hos been
holteds In the deportations of Jews have definitely been discontinued, and
Hungarian officinls go out of their way to assure neutrol diplomats thot the Germans
olone ore rosponsible for the moss-deportotiongpnd extermination of thousands of
Hungorion Jewse Thoy emphosize that no Jew hos been killed on Hungarion soile

gtream of Jewish Refugees to Polestine is put Off

The steody streom of Jewish refugees from the Balkan countries to Palestine
has been out off sinoce Turkey hns ordered nll her ships from the Blook Sec to home
shores atter the break of diplomatic rolotions with Germany. Bulgorio hos however
agreed to furnish o limited emount of shipping on the Blaok Sen while Rumnmic ogroed
to allow the tronsit of Jows from Hungory to the Rumomien port of Constanzoe

While relaxing the anti-Jewish mecsures, no satollite nation hos oo yet
ootunlly revoked its anti-Jewish lows. It is, however, kmown here thet Fresidont
Roosevelt!s worning that those persccuting the Jews will be trected as wor oriminals
had the most profound effect upon Hungory where the text of the worning wos widely
oiroulated after being dropped from Allied ploness

Mﬂ from Rmﬂn, Carried on I.nsb Turldsh ships, Rench Pnloatlm

.mammm. Auge 15, (JTA) — A tromsport of 308 Jews arrivod horo today from -
Turkey ofter having come there last woek from i rt is expected
to orrive within o few deyds These are the Jewish refugees who set out from Rumania
lost week on three Turkish bonts, ome of which, the ™Mefkure" wos sunk in the Black
Seas It iz believed here thot no more Turkish ships Ii.ll venture on the Blaok Sen

' _rcrthetlme'heing.

The Youth Aliyah office today mmod that seventy-five more Jewish refugee
children recched Palestine this week, Forty of them come from Bulgarin, ten from
Tripolitanio and fifteen from Grecces. The remoinder arrived directly from a German

concentrotion comps
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ABOUT 1000 JEWS SURVIVE IN KAUNAS; MANY BURNED ALIVE BY GERMANS BEFORE THEIR RETREAT

MOBCOW, Augs 15, (JTA) == Less than 1000 Jews have survived in the liberated
city of Kgqunes, copitel of lithuonie, it wos reported here todoys 0f the thirty
thousand Jews who lived there before the war ond of the many thousands thot were
brought there by the Germons from Hollond, Beligum, cnd Austris, only three thousand
were yet living during the lost deys of the Germon potions This ber was
further reduced to one ti d when the Gestapo demolition units broke into the
ghetto and blew up house nfter house prior to the retreat of the German armys >

When the Russion oarmy entered Kounns, they found in the bosements of the
burning houses mony bodies of Jews burned nlives One of the Jewish survivors, Nahum
Diner, o lowyer, told the Russion officers thot the Gostapo demolition squads killed
with machine guns oll those Jews who tried to escape from the houses set fire to by

the Nazise

Relating the grucscme detdils on the Germon moss~extermination of Jews in
Kounas, Diner stoted that as laote os March 27, 1944, the germon militory oommandanmt
Gokke iscued an order that all Jewish mothers fortiwith deliver their ohildron to
the oenter of the oity from whioh point they would be taken on trucks to a specially-
arranged children's pionice Efforts of the mothors to hide their children were in
voin, More than 2000 Jewish ohildren wore carried away by force outside the oity

ond mossaoreds
SURVIVING JEVS IN FIORENCE EMERGE FROM HIDING PLACES; WERE AIDED BY ITALIANS

FLORENCE, Itoly, Auge 15, (JTA) == Tho surviving fragment of Florenco Jewry,
which formerly numbercd 25600 souls, is beginning to emerge ofter eleven months of
hiding os the Eighth irmy forces, aided by Italian pertiscns, consolidete their hold

on principal orens of the citys

It is impossible et present to stete what proportion of the Jewish community
survived the I'azi perssouticn ond the finnl flarc-up of Pnsoist itepublican terrors
But those Jews whom the correspondent of the Jewlsh Telegrophic Agoncy wos able to
locate under the present disorganized conditions, seemed optimistic that the number

of surviving Jows will be lorger thon anticipoted.

! : Vittorio Frille, one of the lenders of the Florence Jowish commmnity, cstim=
ated that onme=fifth of the total number of Jews in the city hod been arrcsted and
deporteds This mumber included Rabbi Hothan Casuto, whe, afber the arrest, was known
to have been tcoken to Venices  Several hundred Jews arrested prior to the Nazi oocu-
pation of Italy succeeded in oscoping to the interior after the foll of Mussolini,
Frille statode + |

While many of the Florentine Jews esooped to Switzerlond and in the direction
of Rome, the mojority went into hiding in Florence and in the vicinity where Italion
friends sheltered and hid thems An unusually large number fled into the mountains to

- Join partison unitas

AS in Rome and in other Itnliem cities, many Jewish women ond ohildren found
shelter in gotholic convents, cnd men in other religions estoblishments. The under—
ground orgamization of the National Liberation Committee which begon functioning as
soon os the Germons occupicd the city, cided these fugitives throughout the entire
period of ocoupation, obtaining for them hidecuts, identity popers, food ond othor
necessitioss Frille, for instonce, hod identity papers furnished to him by an

Italion generale
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RETURN OF REFUGEES TO NATIVE LANDS RECOMMENDED BY INTERGOVERWMENTAL COMMITTEE

LONDON, Auge 15+ (JTA) == The volunbtery return of refugees to their old homes
would be the best solution of the refugee problem, the Intergovernmentcl Refugee
Committee was told by director Sir Herbert Emerscn ns it opened its fourth plenary
session here todays Y

Representatives of 34 nations were present for the opening meeting, including
Ambassodor John Ge Winant for the United Stotess Also present were obsorvers for the
Red Cross, the Internationnl labor Office, Supreme Headquarters of the Allied Expedi~
ticnary Forces, the United Nations Relief and Rohobilitation Administrotion, ond
repr totl of wol y relief-organizations.

In his opening meport, Sir Herbert said the committee wns facod with the
problem not only of returning refugees to their homes but of finding new homes for-
those unable o return, He enphisized that the Intergovernmertal Committee, which
wos organized at Evion, Fronoe, in 1938, covered o field distinct from that of the
WRRA, 8inoo the lotter was temporary, did not contemplate finding homes for refugees
and would not cperate everywheres

8ir Herbert proised the "humonitarian cetion” taken by Sweden and Switzerland
in aiding refugess but said they would not be able to ebsorb into their eccnomic life
all the refugees who hod entered their countriess He revealed thot the committee was
in contaot with the British and American govermments om the problem of uiding Hungore
ion Jews and would ask member nntions to help both by providing temporary ond perma-
nent homes ond moling finenocial contributions,

Project to Settle 100,000 Jews in Dominicon Republic to be Revived

8ir Herbert disclosed thot the preswar plan to settle 100,000 Jowish refugees:
from Burope in the Dominicon Republic moy be revived after the wor. He'reported that
the Intorgovernmontol Gommittec is in contoct with the governments of Britain and of
the United gtotes with regord to the proposed emigrotion of Jews from Hungary, ond
soid that the Committce intends to nsk these governments both for temporary ond
pormanent homes for the Hungerion Jews os well as for financial oid for their
emigrations : ;

. The reprosentative of the Mexloan Govermment announced at the session thot he ..
had urged his government to gront visns for Hingarion Jewish ohildren and their
parents, The representotive of the Polish Government reviewed the tragedy of the
Jews in poland and reproached the Intergovernmentol Committee for not helping those
Joews who could have been saved in the French city of Vittel prior to their deportos
tion by the Gormons to ocoupied Poland for extermination in gos chamberse

The plenary session of the Interg tol committes, ns it meets now, in-
cludes representotives from Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Bolivin, Brazil, Connda,
Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Czechoslovakie, Detmark, the Dominican Republic, Bcuador,
Egypt, Eire, Fronoe, Greece, Haiti, Honduras, I¢eland, Indin, Luxemburg, Mexico,
the Netherlonds, New Zealand, Nicaragus, Norwny, Poragusy, Feru, Poland, South Africm,
Sweden, Switzerland, U,8.8.Re, United Kingdom, United Stotes and yenezuelas

It was emphosized at the session todoy that the Intergovermmental Committee

ottoches particular importence to the expeotod cooperation of voricus govermment: in
ollevioting the refugee problems A resolution to this effect has been prepared by

the committee's executives . :
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150,000 PAY LAST TRIBUTE TO KATZNELSON IN TEL AVIV; MANY ESCORT BODY FROil JERUSALEM

JERUSAIEN, Auge 16s (JTA) == joro than 150,000 persons of Tel Aviv joined in
lost tributes to Berl Katznolson, one of the vutstonding Jewish lobor lenders of
Polestine and editor of Davar, whose death cocurred Saturdey everings A procession
of cars and busses five kilometers long escorted the body from Jerusalem to Tel Avive
Buriol wos ot Kinnerath. : ;

On the way from Tel Aviv to Ki th, the pr ion holted ot eoch Jewish
settlement, where the settlors, standing in lines ot both sides of the road, benring
the white=blue blags of Zion, bowed in silences The Palestine press is full of
lengthy erticles describing Entznelsonts role in the upbuilding of the Yishub and the
Zionist novements -

CONGREGATION IN NEBRASKA FORMED O BASIS THAT RELIGION IS SOLE STATUS OF JEWS

LINCOLN, Nebs Auge 150 (JTA) == The formetion of & new Jewish congregation
"orented upon tho specific proposition that the status of Jows is sololy that of o
religicn, ond not in any port either roeicl or netionnl," wos anncunced here today,
by Bernard 8, Gradwohl its prosidents I

The new group, cerrying the nomo American Roform Gongregation made public the
toxt of its basio prirciples odopted, one of which reads; "We are Jews by virtue of
our nooeptanoe of Judoisms Wo are not o notlone We are solely o religion, Weo stend
for the continuation of Judeism sololy as o religion; ond nct a8 o national group,
either in whole or in part. We stond unoquivoeally for the seporstion of Church ond
Statos’ Our religion is Judoism. Our nation is the United statos of Amorica, Our
naticnolity is Americon. Our flag is tho Stors and gtripess We lock upon Polestine
not as & Jowish notion, but as one of the places where those whe arc opprossed moy
find o hoven of refuge. We consider it our scored privilege to promote tho spiritunl,
cultural and social welfpre of our co-religlonists thore and clsewhoroe" 3

: A resolution adopted by the new congregation oriticizes the Central Conferonco
of gmerican Robbis, the Union of American Hobrow Conmgregotions, and the Hobrew Union
Collogos ™fo are firmly cunvinced that the destiny of Americon Reform Judnism depends
upon steadfost adherenco to the fundamentel principles of our faith," tho resolution
roodse Mo regrctfully record our fooling thot the Central fercnoo of Amerd
Robbis has abendoned them in large part; thot the Unicn of Americon Fobrow Comgregee
tions hos neutralized them; and that the Hebrew Union College has fojled to adequately

teach theme"
COMMITTEE ON PATR EMPLOYMENT PRACTICE ADJUSTS 702 CASES OF RACTAL DISCRININATION

WASHINGTON, Auge 15s (JTA) == Satisfactory odjustment of 702 cness during the
sixemonth period f;m Januery 1 to June 30, 1944, was amncunced today by the Fresidentls
Comnittee on Fair Enployment Proctice. The figure represents more than o third of all
tho cases cloced during the half yenrs

ROOSEVELT NOMIHATES CARUSI AS COMMISSIOKER OF IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION

WASHINGTON, Auge 15+ (JTA) == Ugo Carusi wns nominated by Prosident Rooscvelt
to succced Earl G.‘lln:ﬂson as Comnissioner of Immipgratiuvn ond ¥oturalizetions The
nominotion was referrod to the Sennte Judioda¥yCormitiee for considerxation, Corusi
hos served os exccutive assistont to five ottorney genmorals.




