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JIRRING SCENES MARK ARRIVAL IN PALESTINE OF JEWS LIBERATED FROM BAZ1 CAMP

HAIFA, July 12.-(JTA) -- Tears of heppiness rolling down their emaciated faces,
52 Jews who only two weeks ogo were in o Nazi concentration camp arrived here todey
rom Turkey where they were exchanged for Germans interned by the Allies in the Middle
nats

Stirring scenes marked their arrival when they were met ot the station by
lotives and friends. The first to alight from the troin wos a young Jewish girl
rrying & Torah which she miraculously saved from the Noziss She held out the Toroh
> the others who lkissed it gently as they stepped on Palestine soil. -

Yo young men or women were included by the Germans in the liberated groups
rndn euthorities insisted that the group be composed of people aged between 45 cnd
I end of children up to the nge of 14, - The mojority of the group are Palestinicns
' holders of Polestine visas who hed been interned first in Holland and transferred
ter to the Bergenbelsen camp where they were held until the excheonge was arranged,.
“.he-a were brought to the Bergenbelzen camp from Vittel, Frances

4,000 More Jews Remained in Camp; Many Committed Sulcide

' About 4,000 more Jews, most of them holders of South Aimericen passports, still
zain in the’ Bsmnhlnn camp, near Hanover, the arrivals reported. Although they
uld be exck d for i civiliens in latin Americcn countries, they are
adually 'beins deported to sxbarnﬂ.uaﬁon comps in Poland.. Forty of them committed
icide when they learned that they were scheduled for deportation. -

§ Among those who commitbted suicide wos the widow of Chief kabbi Moses Schorr of
rsows The Caughter of Rebbi Schorr also attempted suicide,- Reuben Cohen, prominent
arochi leader, died in the oamp, while Iscac Katsnelson, prominent Jewish poet, to-
ther with his son,-were among those deported from the camp to "en unknown destina-
lm. Chief Robbi Korets of Salonike was still in the cemp when the group whichreached
lestine today left Bergenbelsen.- Ninety percent of all Jews in Hollend have been
ported to Poland and extendmhd there, some of the Dutch Jews in the group stated.

Arrivals Tell Horrible Story of Life in Concentration Camp

| Many of the arrivels were so old and exhausted thet they could not walk and
Lud.ed asgistence to alight from the trein. Dr. Israel Taubes, who was the leader of
e group, said thet the sealed train om which the Jews were taken from Germeny to
Ll‘hlr through the Balkan countries had o narrow escope when Allied bombs exploded on
th sides of the ‘train near 4the Bulgarian border.

Telling of their horrible experiences in the Bergenbelszen camp which the Nazis
2in is "one of the most humane cemps," the arrivals said that the Nezis "did not
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sctually ki1l the people in the camp, but starved them to death." One of the arrivads
gave the following account; 4 :

"Thoy compellsd us to get up before sun-rise ond appenr in o courtyard for
inspection. If any of the internces died during the night - and en avernge of six to
seven people died each night - the living were compelled to bring the dead and line
them up in & row for inspection. The inspection lasted several hours, even in the
coldest winter days, after which we were ordered %o work till sunset. Kept on a
stervation diet, our rations were reduced to a small plece of bread as punishment for
even the smallest 'sin.t

"as time went, our working hours were increased and the rations diminished.
fied it not been for the precious assistance we received from the International Red
cross, in the form of food parcels, we could have figured out with mathematical pre-
oision . the doy and the hour of our deaths  The situation improved ‘somewhat when the
llnzis learned that our group was to be exchanged for Germans living in Palesting."

Jewish Leaders from Holland and Germany Among Arrivals

Among the erriwvals are @ertrude Van-Tyn, the head of the Jewish Relief Commit-
tee in Holland, Robbi Lazor Dinner of Amsterdam, Profe. Albert Lefkovits, Jacob van
11its, Dr. Ignots Bergembhal, Dr. Mex Plout, last president of the Hamburg Jewish
fommunity, Dr. Jomes Ellenburgen, last treasurer of the Berlin Jewish Community, and
nthar Jewish leaders from Hollend and Germany.

The arrivals also include people who witnessed the deportation of Jows from
fittel. Their eyes filled with tears as they described the brutal scenes whon Jows
f all oges, including infants, were forcibly driven to the stetion and bardad into
ealed trains for depertation.. .

RITAIN ESTABLISHES TEMPORARY CAMP IN TRIFOLITANIA FOR 2,000 REFUGEES FROM EUROFE

LONDOM, July 12, (JTA) =- A temporary cemp for 2,000 European refugees will be
stablished in Tripolitenia by the British Government, with the cooperation of the
nited States, Commons was told today by Foreign Secrebary Anthony Eden.

Replying to a question, Eden said that the Government, in view of the increms-
0g number of refugees arriving from Europe, had been concerned to find a suitable
lace for their temporary dation in addition to those elready arranged.

Refugees. ﬁl the Tripolitanis camp will be housed there until it is possible to
:nd them back to their countries of origin or to find other places of permanent g
isidences The mwd States, Eden said, is fully cooperating in guestions of staff

d maintenance,
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LONDON, July 12. (JTA) -- Pope Plus has directly intervened for tho Jews of

“‘EN‘? through the Papal Nunoio in Budapest, leaders of the Agudas Israel reported
today. | ;

At the seme time, it was learned that the government of Ireland has communiw-.c.

ted with the pro-Nezi Hungarion government, urging relexation of the anmti-Jewish
iva.
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JTA CORRESPONLENT FINDS ONLY TWELVE JEWS WERE LEFT LLIVE BY GERMANS IN MINSE

MINSE, July 12. (JTA) == Only twelve Jews remnined alive in Minsk of the
80,000 Jews who lived in the oity and of the 39,000 who were brought there from Berlin,
yienna end Frague, the correspondent of the Jewish Telegraphic Agenoy established to-

doy upon arriving here.

Ignote Burstein, one of the twelve who mirnoulously escoped Nesi extermination,
told the JTA correspondent how the oannihilated the 119,000 Jews in Minsk dur-
ing the three years they held the oity. He related his gruesome tole in front of o
oharred building where the twelve Jews, all of tham highly-skilled technicians,were
foreibly employed repeiring germsn military vehicles.

. In 1941, Burstein said, the Germans deported thousands of Jews from Lods to
paranovichi, which is a short distence soutlwest of Minsk, whero they were placed in
n ghetto. A total of ebout 12,000 persons were confined there. Although forced to
rork for the Germans, the Jews were not molested until March, 1542, when the lNeszis
suddenly divided the ghetto into two parts and drove all the inhnbitants into one
scotion, leaving the other empty.

Then thoy began distributing green "tickets of lifo." These were work ‘cards.
vedlure to obtoin such a card meant death, sinoce only those who were deemed fit to
sork were to be allowed o remain alive. From 6 p.m. to 1 a.ms the Gormons called out
the nemes of the fortunate persons who were to be given cards, Twelve thousand
‘esperate people attempted to oleaw their wey into the building where the cards were
reing distributeds Women ond children were trempled. Distraught persons whose names
vere not onlled ettempted to smatoh the permits from those who hod obtained thems

order Jewish Leader to Seleot Victims for Execution

Towards the end, the germans handed ell the cards that remsined to o local
Jewish lawyer named I » who was head of the ghetto council, telling him to dis-
tribute them as he sew fite This last bit of oruslty - compelling the Jews, them=
selves, to decide which of their number were to die - was the invention of & §eS.lender
nemed Tolfs Vihen all the oards had been distributed, those possessing work permits
mero herded into one seobtion of the ghetto, separated from the otherss

At six ofclock in the morning, large trucks drove up to the ghetto and the
unlucky 6,000 were loaded into them as their families ond friends who had been spared
mere forced to stand by and watche Isascson end several Jewish policemen who wers
conpelled to mssist the @ermans = to meintain e pretense of legality - were shot that
gone eveninge i

This was the first pogrom in Beronovichis The second ooocurred in the PFall of
1942, when 3,000 were killed, leaving another 3,000 survivors. All but 200 of these
iere murdered in o third pogrom on December 17, 1942. The 200 who were spared were
tighly ekilled workers, among them Burstein end his componionss - They were taken from
the oty shorkly afterwsrds o a penal camp and then to the Trostinets cmp,’ about
cight miles outside of Minske : i :

. Jews from Berlin, Vienna, Prague Sont to #peath Camp®

rostinots wes o "death 'cﬁ'np" for: Czech, German and Austrian Jews, 39,000 of
whom mim by train between September, 1942 and Ootober, 1943, in transports of
1,000 etche OF %he 1,000, only sbout five to 50 persons were allowed to live; these
iore" skilled workers. The others were asphyxiated in portable gas chembers end then
lunped into pits & few miles aways Some of the portable gas chambers wers mounted on
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"pianond T" trucks which were manufactured in tho United Stotess The oxecutions were
so efficient that within three hours after they detrained, the decported Jews were ly=-
ing dead in mass graves.

Only ebout 500 people were kept alive at the Troeinetsz camps, Most of them
mere engeged in sorting out the clothes of the thousends of murdered Jews for shipment
bock to Germanye. Others, among whom were Burstein, worked in the suto repeir shops in
the university buildings. They were taken to the oity each morning and returned ot
nights

Ligquidation of Minsk Ghetto Started Last Yecr

Ir the Foll of 1945, the Germans began liquidating the Minsk ghetto, They
deported 8,000 Minsk Jews to Lublin where tho;r were killed, while several thoumnd
pthers were executed ot Trostinetz.

[ At the same time, the advance of the Red Army townrds Minsk necessitated the
services of more auto mechanios. Burstein and about 200 others, including 13 women

ind four children, were guartered in the garage building where they lived as slaves.
[n June of this yeer, Burstein noticed great excitement among the Germens, cnd indiocn-
tiuna that they were preparing to evocuate the city.

From hints dropped by their chief, the slave laborers renlized that they would
be executed before the Fosis quit Minsk, They decided to escupe. 0o the morning of
Jane 28, the twelve men fled from the garage and hid in the cellars of the university
bui 1dingse

They had notl'r.lng to coty After several doys of starvation, they slipped from
I:I.e cellars and lowered one man down & chirmey to the kitohen where he stole some food.

Women and Children Burned Alive Before lezis R,etrenbad

On the Sundey before last, July 2, which was the doy before the Red Army broke
into the eity, mll the Jewish mechenics who had not escaped, togethor with the women
md children were teken into the charred building we could see behind us end burned to
‘eaths One women who broke out of the building was benten and hanged.

At 5 otolook on the morning of July 3, Burstein looked out of n orack in the
meement woll ond sow a Red Armyman standing before the ruined government building
there o statue of Lenin had once stoods Burstein shouted; "hed Armyion, Red Armymen,"
mt his companions did not believe him. Then es they ell rushed to look, o column of
wonks bearing the Red Star rolled down the streets

Shouting deleriously, the twelve men = the only Jews alive in Mingk - rushed
wt into the stroots, where they wore halded by the peremptory challenge of a Red
roymen. They soon expleined who whey were.

Today Bursbein and his companions ere working at repeiring dumaged German
irucks making them serviceable for use by the Russian troops.

JETISH FARMS IN smvm TRANSFERRED BY GOVERNMENT TO NON-JEWISH WAR VETERANS

ZURICH, July 12, (JTA) == The Bratislava rodio today reported that the transfer
of configoated Jewish land u)uwaus 4o soldiers is being completed. Eighty-five

Tewish farms were taken over this week by Slovakian femilies whose men are ot the fromt,
tho hmndout seide




