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COURT MARTIAL OF POLISH JEWS SEEKING TRANSFER TO BRITISH ARMY OFENS TODAY

LONDON, April 17. (JTA) =» Jewish soldiers who left the Polish Army -‘;;eomu of
onti-gemitic mistreatment and came %o London to request a transfer to the British
armed foroes will be placed on trial tomorrow before & Polish oourt martial, it was
snnounced here today, ;

The number of the Jews to be tried is not disclosed, but it is assumed that
the accused are the group ‘arrested early this month in London, which was estimated by
nenbers of Parlisment to muber "between thirty end fifty," About 200 Jews serving
in-the Polish Army in England were acospted by British units efter it had been estab-
lished that life wae being made unbearable for them by their Polish officers. Ap-
proximately another 610 Jewish soldiers are now secking to transfer from the Polish

to the British forces as e result of the enti-Jewish manifestetions in the Polish
units, 5

The Representation of Polish Jews in Bngland today stated that 4% will soon
publish o summary of the enti-Semitio incidents in the Polish Armys 1%t emphasized
that & detailed report of these incidents has been submitted to the Polish euthorities.
The contents of this report will not be made publio while the court martial . eed=
ings are going on, since the leaders of the Representetion of Polish Jews are bound
to secrecy. :

Testimony from Jewish aézmn Reveals Mistreatment i

Tom Driberg, independent member of Parliament, disolosed that be has received
from Jewish soldiers in the Polish Army numerous written complaints of mistreatment.
"I have o whole drewerful of personal testimoniea to the kind of thing they are ex-
periencing, written out leboriously in Polish, or, pathetically, in broken English,"
he saids He expromsed the belief that the orders-of -the-day of the Polish military
oommend direoted egeinst anti-Semitism "have not only not had the the desired effeet,
but they even have aggravated the situstion.” : !

"I have talked with Jews who left their units some time after the orders~of-
the-day against enti-Semitism were issued,” he declared, "and they soid that these
orders-of-the-day hed made very little difference, except perhaps that it wes not
 dore so noisily. Man efter man said; 'Now they say, these tullying Polish sergeants
' or non-commissioned officers, we oamot do anything in this country, because Chureh-

' 411, s we all know, is in the pey of the Jews; but you wait until we get you on the -
sontinent of Europe; the moment 'we get you there, at the second front, then every
Pole has two bullets = the first for e Jew and the second for o Germem.! I ‘have been
told that more of that sort of thing has been seid to the Jewish soldiers hy the non-
comnigsioned officers snd others since the Polish orderg-of~the-dey condemning anti~
Semitism have appeared.” : 5

Polish Soldiers Gloat over Jewish Sufferings under Nesis

One of the Jewish soldiers who left the Polish Army end ceme to London to seek
o trensfer testified that he joined the Polish forces in March, 1942 and hod been
gonstantly mistrested. Ho said thet the whole unit in which he served ridiculed the
Jews. The common remerk that was heard ‘among the Polish soldiers was that "Hitler is
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the savior of Burope, because he exterminates the Jews." On one occasion, in the
mess hall, in the presence of 200 soldiers, a newspaper was read reporting the
slaughter of Jews in the Warsaw ghetto. The soldiers, gathered dround the reader,
loughed merrily snd applouded the report, the Jewish goldier stated.

"pesertions” from Polish Army Sanctioned by British Wor Office

Members of Parliement pointed out today that the court mertial of the thirty
or fifty Jewish goldiers on charges of "desertion” is not justified since the Polish
Government itself permitted 200 Jewish soldiers to leave the Polish ranks because of
enti-Semitism and to join the British forces. Why is the situation of the mocused
nen not precisely the same as that of the 200, they asked. Mr. Driberg stressed that
"thig act of 'desertion' was endorsed or condoned by the aotion of the Wer Office and
of the Foreign 0ffice in acoepting these men."

Another member of Parliament, Williem Gallacher, summarized the feelings of
meny of his colleagues by stating:; "Supposing the Washington government geve a
bunch of Englishmen power over e mixed bunch of Englishmen and Scotsmen, and the
Englishmen started ill-treating the Sootemen, would not the Scotsmen be entitled to
go to Washington end say !You have given the power to the wrong people?!"

British Press Asks Full Publicity on Court Martiol Verdiot

London pepers today d d that Foreign Minister Anthony Eden ask the
Polish Government for full deteils on the semtences which the Polish court martial
will impose, or may have imposed, on Jews who left the Polish Army to join the Bri-
tish forces. The papers elso demsnd that the verdiots be published in the offieial
proceedings of Parliament. ; i

y :

The disorimination egeinst Jews in the Polish Army is the subject of editoriasl
oomment today in numerous provinciel newspapers, including the Yorkshire Post which
is considered the organ of Foreign Seoretery Anthony Eden, and the widely-read i
Birningham Gazetbe. e

"It ie clear," the Gezette writes, "that not only Germany will have to be re-.
educeted ofter the wer, but we may be faced with an anti-Semitic Poland almoat as
. urgently in need of re-education as Germany itself, If after four yeers of fighting
side Ly side with our own people, o donsidersble section of the Polish Army learned
rothing and is still fighting not fof freedom, but for a conception of nationalism ag
 narrow end as arrogent as the German, then the process of re-sduceting Poland is
vidently likely o be long and difficult.” :

 ITALIAN PUPPET GOVERWMENT DECREES CONFISCATION OF ALL PROPERTY STILL HELD BY JEWS

' ZURICH, April 17. (JTA) =-- All property, movable and ctherwise, still in the
 possession of J:Ea in ha:ihan?ltaly’_mat be surrendered immediately to the newly-
created Office for Busindss Administration and ILiquidation, which is in charge of
 liquidating "enemy->wned" enterprises, according %o e decrce appearing in the Official
 Gezette of the Itelian puppet government. The decree is quoted in Milan newspapers
renching here todays : ; g

| The alleged "luke-worm application” of the anti-Jewish laws in ocoupied Italy
 is assailed by the semi-official Republica: Fasocista which charges that "Jews are
continuing their intrigues sgeinst the Republio under the protection of Italian -
friends, business partmers and anti~Fascists, while hiding in teries and h
of non-Jews." k Y
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GERMANS REMOVING TRACES OF EXECUTED JEWS IN LITHUANIA; 120,000 STILL REPORTED ALIVE

STOCKHOLM, April 17. (JTh) =~ With the Russien Army on the borders of Lithua- -
nia, German authorities there are reported by the Swedish press to be "feverishly"
wiping out all traces of the mass-executions of Jews which they have carried out in
verious Lithuenien towns sinoce the occupation, epperently in order to escape
retribution.

The Nya Dagligt Allehanda, quoting Lithuanien underground publications, esti~
mates that of the 230,000 Jews of Lithuania, including those of Vilna, there ere still
about 120,000 elive. One clandestine paper, Nepril Lietuve, points out,
however, thot "it is doubtful whether the remmants of the Jews will be allowed by the
Germans to live much longer.” At the same time, it reports that the Germans ere ex-
huming the bodies of Vilna Jews from the mess-greves in the Verena sandficlds and
are burning the corpses "in en attempt to remove the traces of their orimes and avoid
the consequences."”

Another underground newspeper, Lalsve Kotovas, also reports that the Germans
are exhuming Jewish corpses from mess=-graves near Kounae, The paper says that
Lithuanien policemen rafused to participate in the mass~executions of Jews, and were
replaced by pro-Nezi Ukrainians and Ruseians and by members of the battalions led by
the Russian commander Vlassov who deserted the Red Army end joined the Nazi feroes.

HUNGARY DISSOLVES ZIONIST ORGANIZATION, OTHER JEWISH GROUFS; SUICIIES lIIJENT

ZURICH, April 17. (JTA) -- The Zionist Organizetion of Hungary and verious
other Jewish groups have been dissolved by order of the Ministry of the Interior of
the pro-Nazi puppet government, the G radio d todey. Their dissolution
follows by several days the establishment by the authorities of a government-control-
led "Centrel Jewish Council;" whioh will be respomsible for all Jewish affeirs, Other
reports reaching here today disclose $hat suicides ere mounting omong Hungarien dews -
fooed with arrest, deportation, end, at very lsast, loss of livelihood, :

Mesnwhile, the seotion of the Interior Ministry charged with ousting Jews from
the professions hes alrendy seoured the removel of hundreds of persons end additiomel
dismissals are expeoted, mccording to Budapest newspapers received here today. One

poper reports that the municipal authorities have postpened anncuncing appeintments
f tenchers and administrotive personnel, which are normally posted in April, "in view
f the new strieter racial laws which will result in the eliminntion of many teachers

ond other municipal employees."”

Another paper discloses that 130 Jews have been expelled from the Hungarian
ess Chamber; while the cases of 166 suspected "non-Aryans" are r examination,
his paper carries an editorial demanding thet measures be taken o purge the legal®
ofession of Jews end also the medical professiom. At present doctors ere not sub-
jeet to the anti-Jewish restrictions,

: An indicetion thot the new snti-Jewish measures may not be meeting with whole-
‘hearted support from the Hungarion people is seen in an appeal issued by Under-Seore-
tary of the Interior Baky for essisbonce in uncovering Jews evading the regulations.
‘Boky stressed that it was the "duty" of every Hungarian to denounce Jews who are
violeting the laws. The Voelkischer Beobachter, officiel Nazi organ, publishes an
‘attack on "pro-Semitic” Hungarian couteriers, who, it charges, are designing new
olothes in shades of yellow which will make it difficult to discern yellow stars on
‘them, thus hssisting Jews b0 avoid being conspiowows in public, f
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HOUSANDS OF WARSAW JEWS STILL ALIVE, ESCAFED POLISH OFFICER REFORTS

LONDON, April 17. (JTA) ~- Thousends of Wersaw Jews who participated in the
heroie kattle of the Warsew Ghetto, which started a year ago this week, are still
alive in Warsew and are being sheltered tb.ere by Folish friends, according te e
Polish lieut & who d from ded Polend two weeks ago. Addressing a press
conference here today, the lieut who has a d the neme of Jerzy Jur, said
that he had met seven of his Je‘l‘lah olsumteu in Warsew -hm‘tly before he md.e his
gECApE.

"Many Jewish men and women," he saidare hiding in the woods. Thay are being
eided even by Poles who were anti-Semitic before the outbresk of the war. A large
mumber of Jews are in the guerilla units. Stories are circuleting in Wersew that
armed Jewish groups ore still hiding in cellars within the ghetto, necessitating
continuous German guard arcund the ghetto walls."

Desoribing the battle of the ghetto, the Polish officer uuid that the feeling
emong the populetion in Warsew during the heroic Jewish resistance againet superior
German forces was one of "helpless anger” beonuse they were unable to join the Jews
end start a general revolt ageinst the Germans in the oity. The Blue-White flag, os
well es the Scoielist red fleg and Polish banners waved over the ghetto buildings
all during the battle, he stated,

"0f the 40,000 Jews who were in the ghetto when the armed rwolt agoinst the
Germons started, about 5,000 were orgenized in active combat units,” Lieut. Jur said,-
"The remninder assisted the combatents while others joined them later. Women fought -
together with menj girls operoted machine-guns, All Jews in the ghetto, irrespective
of their former party affiliations, fought under s unifisd command. The Germen troope
were ashamed end bewildered becsuse they were forced to oonduct a full-scale battle
egainst those whom they hod i‘-‘rented. as inferiors."

The Polish efﬂ.ﬂﬂ' said that he met with bers of the d of the Jewish
underground mo who estimated that there are still about 500,000 Jews in Polend
teday. He odded, however, that it is impossible to make an exsot estimate of the
mmber ‘of Jews \tho ramin. i

HAZIS TRICK DUTCH JEWS m'm smmm WITH OFFER OF REFUGE IH ch

BERN, April 17, (JTA) == Thousands of Duteh Jews who for months mnuad.ed in
eveding deportation to Poland,have been tricked by the Gestapo into surrendering
themselves in the belief thnt they would be sent to the United States in exchange for
German war prisoners, it is laamed heres *

Faced with the almost impossible tuk of rounding up thousands of Jews who were
being hidden by non-Jewish friends, the posted ts stoting that
negotintions had been completed with the Amerioan Govermment for the exchange of thnn
Jews who had not yet been deported. dJews reaching the United States, the
tdded, would receive 1,000 guilders from Dutch authmtisa there to mi.ntm.n them-
selves until they onum £ind mplmnt.

e Lured from their hiding pleces by the German "offer," & great many Jews were
- seized and deported, Some of them were tortured to death, the report says.

 IRA HIRSOEMAM, WRB REFPRESENT/TIVE IN ANKARA, ARRIVES IN WASHINGTON; CONFERS WITH PEHLE

VASHINGTON, April 17. (.;m) == ra A, Hirschmann, War Refugee Board representa-
t!éve in Ankers,arrived here today. ‘He immedietely met with John W, Pehle, direotor
of the Board, A
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RRY GREENSTEIN RETURNS FROM UNRRA MISSION 70 LONDON; MET ‘H’ITH-JB‘WI_@ LEADERS

WASHINGTON, April 17. (JTA) -- Harry Ggeenstein, Deputy Director of the Welfare
bivision of UNRRA has returned to the United Stetes after a visit of six weeks to
ondon on o speciel mission for UNRRA underteken at the request of Governor Lehman,

+ wes learned here today.

During his stay in England, Mr. Greenstein was asked to meet with the repre-
pentatives of the Governments-in-Exile and to disouss with them the welfare needs in
heir respective countries after liberation, end the extent to which they will be
palling on UNRRA for assistance, He was alsc authorized to co-ordinate the activities
f the American private agencies and the British voluntary scoieties furnishing
persornel to UNRRA for operations in the Middle East; and to recruit an international

aff and to orgonize the Welfere Division of UNRRA's Europesn Regional Office in
onacn « :

While in London, Mr. Greenstein met with John G. Winant, American Ambassador;
pir Herbert Emerson, High Commissioner of the Intergovernmental Gommittee cn Refugees
nd with leaders of Jewish groups inoluding Dr. Dhoim Weigmann, Moshe Shertok, Simon
prks, Isreel Sieff, Otto Schiff, Anthony de Rothsohild, Leonard Stein and Lord
pearstedts £

USE OF REPRESENTATIVES PASSES BILL URGING SENDING OF FOOD T0 OCCUPIED EUROFE

WASHINGTON, April 17. (JTA) =- The House of Represemtatives today unanimously
passed a bill urging the United States to cooperate with Great Britoin, Sweder, and
fwitzerland in the "setting up of systematic and definjte reuef for all stricken and
gry countries where the need is now most acute."

Asked two weeks ago sbout the possibility of sending relief through the blook-
ede, Seoretary of State Cordell Hull enid then that this Government hﬁl been oheoking
reahsokins bub had not reached o definite deoision as yet.

In Februory, after a Senate forsign relations mlnauﬂmc held hearings, the
penat.e approved a gimilor resoelution urging the State Department to take steps to
rel.’mra the distress of the peoples of occupied Europes ]

53‘! OPENS NEW SCHOOLS Ul SVITZERLAND TO TRAIN REFUGEES FOR POST-WAR RECONSTRUCTION

GENEVA, April 17. (JT4) -- Two new QRT sohools for the training of Jewish
l’ehlcae youths in preparation for their return to liberated European countriés after
the war were opened here today at ceremonies attended by high pwrmt officials
hui representatives of refugee orgsn.lutiom.

| The ORT hes 14 workshops in Basle and Zurioh and eight treining sohools, be-
Mu the two established today, in operstion in Switzerland. At these institutions
ms refugees receive mecohanival and sgricultural training. Most of the student
My is oomposed of Jews released from Swiss internment camps and mm who have fled
ere from Bnn;ary Yugeslevia, northern Italy and France.

lﬂsmm HAZAIR CONVENTION HERE m.css STAND OF mn ORGANIZATION IN PAIBSTINE

CHICAGO, April-17. (JTA) -- A resolution lupport.'mg the stand of the Hashomer
nlair, Palestine Socialist League, which opposes the establishment of a Jewish
ormomiealth there end favors the creation of a bi-national state, was adopted here
t the Oloslng session of the ennual convention of the American branch of the pnrty




