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CONGRESSIONAL HEARING ON PALESTINE OPENED; CONGRESSMEN FAVOR PROPOSED” RESOLUTION

WASHINGTON, Febe 8. (JTA) == Congressmen from both political parties and

| Jewish lenders representing verious groups today testified before the Hoyse Foreign
| Affairs Committee on: behelf of the resclution introduced at the end of last month

asking the United States to take appropriate moasures to the end thab palestine shall
be opened for free entry of Jews and that "there shall be full opportunity fer
te Polestine es a free

ond democretie Jewlsh Commonwenlth,"

- First Jewish lender to bestify today was Dr. Abbe Hillel Silver, He spoke
for more than en hour. He traced the history of Palestine and strongly supported the
resolution. "Politically,” he seid, "the Jewish people as a people must b like

every other pl of an dent 1ife in a pational home. Not that

| Jews should return to Palestine any more then all Englishmen living in all parte of

the world should return to Englands. But there must be & lend of Ierael in order thet
the status of the Jewish people may be normalized throughout the world."

"There are no other opportunities for mass emigration of Jews anywhere else
in the world,” Dr. Silver declereds "There will be nones, We wish it were otherwise,
btut wishes are not horses. Feeble trickles of immigration will be permitted in this
or that oountry, but waves will be fiercely resisted.”

Dr. Silver spoke shortly after bi-pertisan support for the resoluion had
been voiced by Representative MoCormack, Democratic leader in the House, and Repre=
sentative Martin, the Republican leader. "We cannot clpse our 8 to the speotacle
of 2,000,000 Jews wandering about Burope," Mr, MoCormack seid, "The least Congress
can do is to go on record, showing that we think slong humene lines.”

M. Martin snid adoption of the resolution would be & "re-anssertion of the
historic attitude of the United Stotes,”" toward the question of creation of a Jewish
home in Palestine, adding, "It is nothing but elementary justice,” *°

Two Republicens Aék for Opinion From State Department

A sign of possible disseneion appeared when two Republican members of the
Committee, Mrs, Edith Nourse Rogers of Massachusetts, and Robert Be Chiperfield of
I1linois, indicated thot they will insist on a State Department report on the resolu-
tion, Although Secretary of State Cordell Hull is on record as favoring the Belfour
Declaration, & resolution in favor of e Jewish ce-mug‘ulth might be considered mn=-
diplomatic at this time, If the two members of the Committee are disposed to meke an
issug pf it, it would have to be sottled by a vote in executive session, where opposi-
tion from Reps Sol Bloom, cheirman of the Committee,would carry considerable weights

; Bleven congressmen who eppeared in the morning and afterncon hearings testi=
fied in fevor of the Palestine resolution. Congressmon Hamilton Fish, New York Repe,
wag one of them. "I wos a Zionist in 1922," he said, "end I am & Zionist todey more
than ever because there is more needs” He stressed thet he was eme of the spomsors
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of the legislation favering the Balfour Declaration. ‘"Some of the Zionists," he added
‘®have overlooked the faot thet e former non-interventionist sponsored such legislation,
but I etill meintain my belief in the need of a national homeland for the Jews."

Reps Fish soid that in 1939 o delegation of 24 Representatives and 4 Benators
went to Burope to attempt %o find h other than Polestine for both Chri=tian end
Jewlsh refugees, liegoﬁuti.om fell through, he went on, only becsuse the wer broke out
“before disouseions were completed. He, testified that the British and Frenoh Governments
had been cooperative in plans %o establish colonies in NWorth Africa,

Lessing Rosenwald Tostifies Againet Jewish Commonwealth

'Jo Lessing Rosenwald,testifying in behalf of the Americen Council for Judaism
which is opposed to politicel Zionism, told the Committee he approved the sentiments
thet impelled the ‘resolution, but suggested that it be chenged to give ell elements in
the Falestine population o share in the 1th to be created. He expressed his
spproval of the first half of the resolution, which abks removal of the Vihite Faper.

"There is, howeven" he said, "a second section of the resolution in which I
feel obliged to say to you frankly and fully, our guestions and our doubts as to its

' wisdoms It now reeds ™,.se80 that the Jewish peoplc may ultimately reconstitute Pales=-
tine as a free and democratio Jewish Commonwenlth," I urge you gentlemen to read and.
reflect on this part of the resolution with the utmost cere. This is no longer de-
sighed to serve a solely humenitarien purposes This brings you == end through you,

the American people == ot cnoe into a fleld of international controversy and into a
subjeot that has deeply divided the Jewish community in this country.

. .""The proposal, you will note, speaks of the establishment of & free and
d tic "Jewish" @ 1ths I strese the word "Jewishl' ' It does not sey the
establishment of & free and demooratic "Gommomwenlth." It specifically uses the word
"Jewish," a word which has essentially a religious connotetion oply, though it has
been uged in a recial sense by the Naszl enemies of the Jews and of dmerw.

§ ‘Mre Hosenwald concluded by pointing out thet "the Jewish people are not
orgenized politieally, are not and do not want to be a pol.tt:lcnl uni$," He will
- resume his testimony tomrm mornings,

"lle8s Evidence of rast-m-rnmums Seen in Palestine Resolution
—

Congressman James A, Wright, lvanie D at, of the reso-
lution, told the hearing that he thinks "the Undted Mu llwuid g:w evidence of itg
post-war intentions by support of this resclution end from & long term point of view
it is to our political nduntm. since we should be on friendly terms with the
' tual Jewish C

= Mso heard in support of the hin wes Drs Ilrae]. Goldstein, president of the
Zionist Organization of Ameriocn. He saids "As & matter of history, the interest of

_ American Jews in Falestine detes back to the earliest Jewish settlements in America

300 years ago, for ever sinoe the destruction of the Jewish stete and the dispersion

~ of the Jewish peaple 19 centuries ego, the yeerning for Zion has accompanied Jews in

- all their wanderings. The resolution on which you are now conducting this hanring

- would, if passed, njad.na the hearts of the Jews of Amerios becsuse it wouls 1ift
the hopes of the surviving remnant of Buropean Jewrys If would be in the best Americen

- tredition coupling bible prophecy with realistio” statesmanship:"

Among “the mnhers ‘of Congress who testified today were Herman P Eberharter
(Pennsylvanie Déme), Emenuel céller (N.Y.-Dem.), Thomas Rolph (Calif, Dems), Joseph
Talbot (Conne Repe), Arthur Klein (N.Y. Dems), Christien Herter (Mass, Repa) and
William B, Barry (¥eYe Deme)e

(]
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JMSEFJI_GENGY ESTABLISHES BODY TO AID REFUGEES ADJUST THEMSELVES TO PAIESTINE LIFE

JERUSALEM, Febe B. (JTA) == The Jewish Agency ennounced today that it has
established a special committee, under the chairmenship of David Ben-Gurion,to cope
with the physical and psychologicel problems faced by recent immigrants. The com-
mittee will concentrate on seeking employment and adequate housing for the neiw
arrivels. :

Observers here point out that most of the new immigrents differ from those
who have come in past years in that they have come to Palestine because it is one of
the few havens available, rather than from any strong Zionist belief. Confronted with
difficulty in securing employment end homes, some of the e tend to b
demoralized. The new committee will attempt to smooth the trensition period for
these refugees. x

' Mesnwhile, Elishu Doblin, ohief of the Immigration Department of the Agency,
appealed to all Jewish residents of Palestine to take into their homes, temporarily,
some of the refugees who arrived last week from Europe on the Nyasso. He stressed the
ncute housing shortage throughout the country. Mr. Dobkin also suggested that the
newcomers be given priority in obtaining jobs and emphasized the necessity for under=
stending their problems, ond for assisting them to meke psychological adjustments.
1f these suggestions are followed, the immigration head seid, it will speed the ab-
sorption of the refugees into the permanent communitys :

VEW ORGANIZATION FORMED IN CHICAGO "TO HALT JEWISH POWER" IN AMERICA

CHICAGO, Febe 8. (JTA) == The formation of an orgenizetion here "to halt the
growing Jewish power" in Americo is reported by the Chicego Sun which named
Eugene Re Flitcraft as the head of the néew group. The orgenization, to be lnown as
"the Gentile Cooperative Association) will ask "up to $100 each from as many as five
nillion Americens” for expenses, the Sun reported. :

Fliteraft's petition for a charter was approved Jen, 20 after an earlier pe-
tition was denied by the secretery of stete at Springfield. The Sun eaid the approvel
wos based on & definition of the orgenization ns "promoting various Gentile objectives."
Family lines of en applicant will be traced to the birthplace of his mother end he
will be ssked to solicit 10 new members. Flitoraft wos gquoted as saying that the as-
sociation plenned to help ex-soldiers and, when it had sufficient funds, would stert a
lending pool "to help businessmen who might otherwise have to sell out to Jewish
intereste.” " :

At Madison, Wis., Atty. Gen. John Martin opened en investigation into the
Gentile League of Watertown, Wis., whose president seid its purpose was to defeat Jew= .
 ish persons seeking public offices The investigation was ordered by Govs Welter S. .
~ @Goodland becouse of protests against the granting of s state charter to the- league.
 Arthur Friede, president of the league, said it did not oppose Jews except in publie
- offices He admitted the league had only 10 members. .

| SWEDISH ROYALTY ISSUE APPEAL FOR FUNDS FOR HEBREW UNIVERSITY

= STOCKHOLM, Febs B (JTA) == Prominent Swedish statesmen, churchmen and

- members of the Royal Family have issued & joint appeal here for contributions to the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem

' The appeal asks financial support of "homeless Jewish science,” pointing out

 that the Hebrew University is able to receive exiled Jewish scientists from countries

 ocoupied by the Germans. It is signed by Prince Bugen, King Gustav's brother; Arch-
bishop Eidem; Prof. Oesten Unden, former foreign minister; end by rectors of all
Swedish universities. ;
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JEWISH FUND-RAISING CAN REACH HIGHER GOALS THIS YPAR, WELFARE LEADERS REFORT

FITTSBURGH, Pae Febs 8, (JTA) -- New and higher goals in Jewish fund-r ising
in pmeries cen be set and be renlized this year, it was reported at the Gemrni Assem=
bly of the Jewish Federations end Welfare Funds which concluded last nights

The spirit of unity preveiling in the Jewigh federations and welfare funds
throughout the country was lauded by Sidney Hollander; president of the Council of
Jewigh Federations and Welfare Funds, in addressing the Assembly. "The continuing
evidences of community achievement and community soliderity seems to me the most I
heartening thing we find in Jewish life in America today," he saids He praised the
' locel community leeders for finding "the formule wherein Zionists end non-Zionists,
orthodox end reform, Jews of the Eagt and Jews of the West, osn work together in
oOmmOn PUrpose.

! Jacob Bleustein, cheirman of the Budget Research Committee of the Council,
reported that his committee is receiving complete cooperation from the organizations
- whose work it is studying, but it has found that there ere & number of problems which
need to be resolved. He cited as an example the American fund-reising offices for
oversens activities and soid that they are scmetimes inadequately informed about opera-
tione and developments in their European agencies to which funds are transmitted.
Emergency conditions since 1939 have intensified this diffioulty, he said. He empha~
pized that the informational aspects of the Budget Research Service is being increas-
ingly used by the Council's member agenciess

"While this national advisory budget service subject is not up for action at
the present Assembly, it is onme which will require and warrant much consideration in
 the days to come," Mr, Blaustein deolered, "The need for objectivity is likely to
 grow s we approach the post-war pericd and all the changes that it heralds. Among
 other things, once en orgenization 1s in a field, there is a tendency for it to be
 halting end only partial in edapting its program to the changing oconditions. Moreover,
 there is enother tendanoy, i, e. for s host of organizations to be oreated to cope with
this or that aspect of the new problems. Sometimes these new orgenizations are nece-
| cessary and Ml@;\oﬁﬂg they ore nots The commmities must have some recognized
 source to which they can [ for objective advice and counsel." :

90 Percent of Jewish Charity Funds Come From Small Number of Givers -

He L. Lurie, excoutive direotor of the Coinoil of Jewish Federstions end

‘Welfere Funds, told the Assembly that for effective results the local Jewish c
must be o_r_gan'i_:sd on the 1_:1'.1111351;”r possible basis of individual nmll group nmumg

' wpemgoratic procedure is the egsence of all forms of voluntery orgenization,"
' he saids "jhen we talk about demooratizing Jewish organizations, we usually meen in-
 oreasing membership through spreading the base of the organization, Organized philen=
thropie associations are technically demoerstic in forms If they fall short in ‘spirit
and procedure, it is becouse they ere in meny instances the product of the initistive
and enterprise of & select group concerned with the purposes, or the admini tion of
on agency for a longer period, or on o more intensive basis than the general populatien,
s %It 15 generally kuown that 90 percént of agemsy funds comes from a relative--
ly small p'mw of 'u_lg population,”™ Mre Lurie eontipued. "It would be e mistake

%o essume that we BFgaden the membership base primarily to secure en additional 5 per-
cent or 10 percent in funds, Such an objective is bardly worth the effort or the
problems which intensified fund raising brings with it, Similarly, the administration
of social agencies, locel, netional or overseas for Yhe most part does not depend on -
popular participation but on the technical and adninistrative skills of its lay ‘and
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- JEWISE FUND-RAISING CAN REACH HIGHER GOALS THIS YEAR, WELFARE LEADERS REFORT

PITTSBURGH, Pae Febs 8, (JTA) -- New end higher goals in Jewish fund-r ising
in Americe cen be set end be realized this ygar, it was reported at the Gemerel Assem=
bly of the Jewish Federations and Welfere Funds which conoluded last night.

The spirit of unity prevailing in the Jewish federations and welfare funds
throughout the country was lauded by Sidney Hollander, president of the Counoil of
Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds, in addressing the Assembly. "The continuing

~ evidenoes of community achievement end community solidarity seems to me the most
heartening thing we find in Jewish life in America todoy," he saids He preised the
locel community leaders for finding "the formule wherein Zionists end non-Zionists,

 orthodox and reform, Jews of the East and Jews of the West, cen work together in
00mmOD PUrpoBe.

_ Jacob Blenstein, chairman of the Budget Research Committee of the Council,

 reported that his committee is receiving complete cooperation from the orgenizations
whose work it is studying, but it hes found that there are e number of problems whioh
need to be resolved. He cited as an example the American fund-reising offices for
overgens activities end seid that they are sometimes inadequately informed about opera=

tions and developments in their Europesn ageneies to which funds are tranemitted..
Emergency conditione since 1939 have intensified this diffioculty, he said. He empha-
sized that the informetional aspects of the Budget Reseerch Service is being inoreas-
ingly used by the Council's member agencies,

"While this national advisory budget service subjeot is not up for aotion at
the present Assembly, it is one which will re g and warrant much consideration in
the deys to come," Mr, Blaustein declared, "The need for objectivity is likely to
grow as we approach the post-war period and all the oranges that it heralds. Among
other things, once an organization is in a field, trare is & tendenoy for it to be

 holting end only partial in adapting its program to the changing oconditions. MNoreover,
there ie another tendenoy, i. es for a host of organizetions o be oreated to cope with
this or that espect of the mew problems, Sometimes these new orgenizations are nece-
cessary and worthwhile; often they ore not. The commumnitics must have some recognized
 source to which they can turn for objective advice and counsel." ;

90 Percent of Jewish Charity Funds Gome From Small Number of Givers

Ygois He L» Lurie, exeoutive ll_:.)‘l‘:_eb'ﬁor of the Cotmoil of Jéti;h...Fedeiétim and
We Funds, told the Assembly t for effective results the local Jewish c
must be 'o_rgap’ils.ad on ht.l’_ib widest possible basis of individual end group Nmm "

: "Demosratio procedurs is the essence of all forms of Voluntery organization,"
he saids "yhen we talk about democratizing Jewish orgenizetions, we usually meen in-
 oressing membership through spreading the base of the organization, Organized philan-
thropio associations are technically democratic in forms I1f they fall ghort in spirit

and procedure, it is beocause they are in meny instances the product of the initiative
and enterprise of a select group concerned with the purposes, or the sdministration of
en agenoy for a longer period, or on & more intensive basis than the general populatia,

i W1t is generally known that 90 percent of agenoy funds comes from a relative-.
1y emall p‘efoeﬁﬁ:?o: ‘the population,™ g Lurie contipueds "It would be e mistake
to essume that we broaden the membership bese primarily %o secure en additional § per-
cent or 10 peroent in funde, Such en objective is herdly worth the effort or the
 problems which intensified fund raising brings with it, Similarly, the administration
of social agencies, local, nationel or overseas for the most part does not depend ‘on '
popular participation but on the technical and administrative siills of its lay ‘and
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| professional leadership. No, the main reason for broadening the base iz n recognition
of the fact that we are no longer dealing exclusively with individuals, but repidly
becoming organizdtions concerned with Jewish problems, that mesns with problems
 affecting every individunl Jews problems which he himself would be unable to soive

' no matter what ocourse of motion he would seek for himself, For the firet time in our
experience in this country we have the basic conditions which make it escential for
Jewish communal sgencles to be orgonized on a popular basis."

5 ur, Lurie pointed out that some of the differences in the Jewish community
- "ere more apparent than real." "Custom and tradition,” he seid,"have great potenocy,
~ but the new generation coming into its mejority in all of our local communities is
~ likely to differ considerebly in outlook, interests end in the capacity for community
orgenization from the older generation, The new Jewish population is native Amsrican
and its views, attitudee and edjustments have been fashioned by the conditions of life
in this country. It ie likely also to have a distinotly Americen outlook on problems
 overseas sinoe it lacks the European experience which has had so large an influence on
~ the programs and organization of the immigrant gemeration. Sooial-economio ond oulture
el differences between Americen Jews end other Americens are elso diminishing, The
| natural barriers whioh hamper the intercourse of different notiomal or religious

" groups due to lengusge, educational end cultural factors are being greatly diminished.”

Vvalue of Jewish Agencies to General gommmity is Emphasized

' The walue of JYewigh welfare services o the general ity was emphasized
by Joseph Willen, executive vice-president of New York's Federation, "We sometimes
need to remind ourselves he snid, "to what o greet, even preponderant, extent the

- voluntary social welfare work of our ocountry ie organized on a religious besis, ac-
cording to the three-fold sectarien pattern == Catholic, Jewish, Frotestant (though

 the last is often hidden under the neme of non-secterien). Thus ms we support o Jew=-

~ ish institution we not only teke oare of epeciel Jewish needs. We do mores Whether

~ in e Jewish hospitel -- which treins Jewish doctors, but ministers te the sick of all

~ faiths =~ or in the Jewish femily service, which ministers only to Jews -- in both
instences we are not merely teking care of our own, we are assuming our share of the
total volume of the needs of the general community that must be teken care of in each

 losality."

At a luncheon session of the American Association for Jewish Education, held

a8 part of the General Assembly, & plan was adopted for the federation of bureaus of .

Jewigh education in 25 cities 8s & "fungtioning arm” of the Association, Representa-
 tives of 10 of the 25 buresus which would be involved were present ot the session and
~ endorsed the plan., which will be submitted to all of the communities for their -
 approval, : 4
I A review of the Jewligh Welfere Board's third year of war activity was glven

to the delegates by Fromk L. Weil, Lts Jacob Ms Robhschild and Moritz M. Gottlieb.
It was announced that the JWB budget for 1944 will be §1,171,590.

: Dr. David Lvovitoh, reporting for the ORT, said that the present ORT sctivi-

 ties among refugees are a bpsis for post-war reconstruction, In addition o training

 refugees to, enable them to earn their living, the ORT also is training future instruc-

 tors for the post-war period, he stated, ORT treining will be most helpful in facili~
tating selective immigration, he addeds }




