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BEN—ﬁU'RION RESIGNS 3 JENISE itGE.'\lC'I' EIECUTI"-"E RH‘USES TO ACGEP'I' 1{15 RESIGIMTION !

JERU‘S.&LE!(. Octe. 27.(JTA)=~- Devid Ben-Gurion, chnlrman of. “the exewt.’ne

. comittae of the Jewish Agency fer Palestine, today tendered his. resignation at

& sessicn of the Zicnist Actions Committee in a sudden mo_ve whieh oame &8 &
surprise evér to the members of the Agency's wbives Sl

T

Giving no reason for his muignation, Ber-Guricn, after making his brief
and startling-anncuncement, left his place at the presidium table and tock & seat
emong the rank-snd-file members of the Actions Committes. .

The session of the Actione Committee was immedietely adjourned and the
executive of the Jewish Agency held a special meeting which culminated in a state-
ment anncuncing that Ben-Gurionts resignation would not be accepted by the execu=
tive. Ben-Gurion himself did not participete in the meeting,..

Wher the Acticns Committee resumed meeting leter, it put Ben-lurion's resig-
netion to & vote.. By a total of 28 votes it wes decided that the Actions Committee
join the executive in refusing to mccept the resignetion. The four members of the
Heshomer Hetzeir, the Ichud Party end the left wing of the Podle-Zion abstained
from voting.-

Dre Yeizmann is Asked to Comé to Palestine

while refusing to accept Ben—ﬁurién‘a resignation, both the excoutive of
the Jewish Agency and the Actions Committee decided to ask Dre Chaim Weizmann,
president cof the Agency, to proceed from London to Palestine "as soon as possiblel”-

Simultaneously, the Hashomer Hetzeir, left wing of‘ the Zionist Laboriees, .
igsusd a statement terming Ber-Guricn's anncuncement "s move. agoinst Dr. VWelzmann,".
The statement, couched in strong terms, seid that "it is inconceivable that Dre
Weizmann should be torn cway from the importent werk in which he is now engaged."

Mr. Ber=Gurion himself refused tc comment on the decisions of the Actions
Committee and of the Jewish Agenoy exeoutive. .Ncor did he indicate that he so-
cepted their decisions and wos willing to withdraw his resignetion. The Palestine
Jewigh Lebor’ Purty, of which Ben-Gurion is a leader, held a joint conference with
leading members of the other Zionist groups at which it wes unanimcusly decided
that Mrs Ben-Guriocn must be preveiled upon to withdraw his resignation. The
Hashomer Hetzeir group did rot perticipate in the conferences

Polestine evening neﬁapnpera in reporting the resignation point out thc\t::_
en internel crisis has been brewing in the ranks of the Jewish Agency executive

-for monthse They reveal thot 11: started after Ben-Gurion's return from his visit

tc the United Statess
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AMERICAN JEWISH COMYITTEE ATTITUDE ON GONFERENCE EXPULII‘TBD AT FRESS PAFLEY .

NEW YORK, Oct. 27. (JTﬁ)-- The reasons wh:u:h prompted the American Jewish
Committee: to withdraw from the American Jewish Conference were cutlined here today
by Judge Joseph M. Freskauer, president of the Committee, addressing a press con-

_ference, A formal statement issued tc the press following the conference reads:

"The American Jewish Committee associated itself with the American Jewish
Conference in the hope that through meetings of representatives cf Jewish organizn--
ticns and communities in a consultetive body, an endeavor might be made to achieve
& program for qnity of action with reapect to Jewish problems in the paet-war S

- ~Mphe American Jéwish’ Comnittée 'h_eis'g{:,'éll times taken the position that
the American Jewish Conference should be exactly whet the name implies - a con=""
ference, that is to say, a deliberetive body, fairly representative of a cross=
seotion of American Jewry, and that it should not be en authoritative or permanent
bedy superimposed upon the structure of Jewish life in Americe. Consequently,

the Committee entered the Conference on two conditionsy (1) the charecter and
sccordingly the name of the project should be chenged from "Assembly" tc "Confers
ence;" end (2) the right'of any participating organizetion to dissent from end,

sc dissenting, not to be bound by the conclusicns of the Conference, should be
reocoguized. These two conditions were accepteds

"As the election machinery developed, it became evident that the inclusion
of cverlapping orgenizeticne, on the cne hand, and the exclusion of large loeal
and national agencies, on the cther, woild necussarily result in a gethering in
which significant segments of the Jewish populetion would heve virtually no voice,
Fricr tc the actual meeting of the Conference, we called the attention of its
Executive Committee to this situetion. Our protest pointed out thet the organize-
tions excluded constituted the backbone of & substantial part of every Jewish com-
munity and that to exclude them is to uc.nfﬁ:e membership in the Conference to
restricted groups in the cormunity.

United Course of Conduct was Expected

"Nevertheless we still deemed it our duty o confer. We continued assccia-
tion with the Conference in the hope thet by mutuel exchange of views there might
be ccnsidereticn feor a unified course of conduct with respeet to the problems
within the scope of the Conference. However, to a large extent the delegates,
though elected as community representatives, came to the Conference with voting .
instrueticns, ond a large number of delegntes felt that their nction wne determined
by virtue of decisions mede by officiel Zionist bodies. Hence, to our deep regret,
there wes no edequate opportunity for an exchange of views and the charscter of
the meeting ms o Conference wes essentially destroyeds Indced, some orgenizations
which hed both zion!.st and non=-Zicnist members felt obligad to refrein I'rm voting.

"The rr.solutions with respect to Palestine were thus adopted without cppor-
tunity tc effeet & poesible sdjustment between ultimate political Zionist aspira=
tions and the position held by a vest number of Jews not effilieted with cfficial
Zicnist bodiess These resclutions were, in ocur judgment, nct in the best interest:
cf Jews throughout the werld, ineluding Palestine, Therefore, we hed no elterne=
tive but tc dissent.

Equelity for Jewlsh Citizens in Every Lend is Emphasized

"In its Statement of Views adopted lest Jenunry, the American Jewish Com-
mittee set forth its prineiples end programe In thot stotement we pledged cur-
Sélwes with oll Amcricans to the winning of the war and the achievement for the
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whele world of the Feur Freedoms ond the blessings of the Atlentic Charter., We
urged upor the United Netions relief from the hovoe end ruin inflicted by Axis
barborism cn millicne of humen beings, especiully Jews, their repotriation, reho-
- pilitetion end the complete restoreticn end sefeguording P their equal eivil snd
religicus rights; the implementaticn of s proprem under internaticnel supervision
Ihet shall feeilitete voluntory settlement of refugees in other countries; reud--
firmetion of the principle thot Jewish citizens of cvery land shall be gusranteed
the right cf compléte equality. The cceeptence of these ‘principles and the reali-
setion of these mecsures continue to be of first importances

i .+ Mon=Zionists olse Helped Achievements in Tulestine -

3 " join with a1l cut fellcw Jews in proud reccgniticd 21 6hé “echievements

" if the Jewish Settlerent in Palestine where there hos been built up e flcurishing
sconomic 1ife and o satisfying spiritual and eulturel life. These achievements
heve been the result of the werk net only of Zicnists but alsc of non-Zitnistss
Leaders of the Amcricon Jewish Committee were in the forefront of the «fforts
which eulmirrted in the enlergement of the Jewish Agency, and the American Jewish
Cummittee joined with Zionist crgenizeticns in pretests ogainst policies which
appenred calculeted to plece cbstecles in the way of the progress of the Jewish
Settlemient in pulestine, Non-Zicnists as well ns Zionists helped csteblish the
Bebrew University, premoted substenticl cultursl, religicus end ceoncmic activi-
tics in Prlestine, cnd contributed generously to the support of the efforts to
estoblish the Jewish Settlement in Polestine on o firm founduticne

. 4 .

"gut despite the reccognized cchievements of the Jewlsh Scttlem nt in Foles-
tine, it connct, in the light of the realitics of Jewigh life,in the world, clone
furnish the scluticn of the problem of post-wer Jewish rehebilitetion, In our
Stetemert of Views we recognized the wide divergence of opinicn with respect to

~the-future government of Polestine, and we enphasized thot under existing condi-
tions in Pelestine ard in the world there should be no preconesived formals ot
this time os to the permonent peliticcl structure which should cbtein. theres

Warts o Preserve Free Fositicn vn Pulestine

"we effirmed snd recffirm thit whutever goverrment be estoblished ultimate-
ly in Pelestine, there con be no pclitical ddentificotion of Jews cutside cf Poles=
tine with such government, This must be emphosized ond we deem it cur duty to
preserve o positicn free ond untrommelled to urge this views

pelestine an internoticnol trusteeship respensible to the United Netlons for “the
following pupposes; To sdfeguard the Jewish gettlement in, ond Jewish immigrotion
intc, Pulestine, snd to gucrantec odequate séope for future growth end development
%o the full extent of the eccnomic cbsorptive cepeoity of the countryy to sufeguard
crd pretect the fundemertal rights of ell inhebitunts; to sofeguard and protect the
holy ploces cf o)l foiths; ond to prepore the country to beeome, within a reason=
able periocd cf yecrs, o self=governing Commenwenlth under o Constitution and o
Bill of Rights thot will safeguerd ond protect these purposes cid besle rights for
cll, We thus tendered an ocffirmetive program of conduct to which we believed and
believe thit Zicnist end n.n-Zicnist clike might aecord support.

"As oppised to this, ot o time when the Jews in Pelestine constitute approxi
' metely cne-third cf the populeticn, the Confercnce made the immedicte demend for
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#In pecordence with cur Stetement of Views we cpprove for the present for
! the exclusive exercise by o Jewish body of the sovereligr right to control immigratica
I !
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end for the establishment of a Jewish Commonwenlth. From such demonds, clearly
incapable of immedicte reelizcticn, there wes biund tc be grove dissent, To cur
regret we could get nc oonsideration for the plen for the withholding of these
ultincte, divieive demends in crder tc ccncentrete upcn present unity of seticn
on metters upcn which re wes complete agreement == such cs the sbrogeticn of
the White Peper, -whi@rmin;.te_s immigretion intc Polestines

Considers Committee!s Attitude Sound

; "We are profoundly convinced that in the interests of the development of
the Jewish Settlement in Palestine itself, as well as the seoprity and welfare
of the Jews throughout the world, the position taken by the Americen Jewish Com-
. mittee is scund, end thet in view of international conditions it -is-an error to-
© insist upon thewe ultimeteé political proposals.  We deem it vital that in’ the -
‘interest of Jewry it should be made clear thet the assertion of -such extreme
d ds has been ptable to large segments of American Jewry.

| "The salvetion and rehabilitation of the stricken Jews of Furcpe cennch
 be achieved through Palestine alone, and certeinly mot by over~emphesis on the
politicel constitution of Pelestine. It can be achieved only by considering
Palestine a part of the lerger progrem which looks to the rehabilitetion of Jews
throughout the world and the restoretion of their squal rightss

"Holding these views, we do nct see how, on the cne hand we can in good
conscience usefully continue membership in the Conference which, through its
-Interim Committee, is ncw seeking tc implement the Resolutions from which we dis=
sented, or, on the other hand, how that Committee, on which we heve been asked %o
teke our place, could function unembarrassed were we to remain as a dissenting
element, Moreover, in view of the fact that the predetermined positicn of so
many of the delegates renders impossible considerstion of ideas that do not con-
form tc that position, it is futile for us to continue what in reality can only
be nominel perticipetions Our remaining in the Conference would give the appear-
ance of unity of action -- but only the appearance, not the genuine unity of
action thet we have mlways hoped fore Therefore, in feirness both to the Conference
and t¢ the Americen Jewish Committee, and prompted by the firm belief thet it is
tc the best interest of Jews in this and cther countries, we fecl impelled, to our
keen diseppointment, to withdrew from further perticipetion in the Conference.

' Ready fnrmes‘sive Action in America, Eurcope, Palestine 4%
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| "At this tragic juncture in the history of the Jews we ere confronted by

| grave and immediate tesks, We invite the ccoperation of all Jews in a program of
sctior which we mean to continue to pursuc aggreéssively in behelf of Jewry in

I Ameries, in Eurcpe, in Palestine end everywhere in the world where we can be help-

. ful. Desiring as we do for the stricken Jews of Eurcpe the brosdest opportunity

I which Falestine cen cffer them, we shell exert cur most diligent efforts to bring

 about the abrogation of the White Paper. Unhampered by imtransigent politieal

‘ cbjectives, we believe we con be the more effective in this direction. So long
as countless Jews continue to dic day efter day in Eurcpe, we believe ‘that all

| Jews should concentrete on the opening of the docrs of Pelestine to Jewish im=

~ migration rether then cn debotes regerding ultimate politicel aspirations.
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"But much more than Palestine must occupy the ettention of any responsible
bedy which is witelly ccneerned with the total welfare of Jewrye Through the
mershelling of public cpinion, through representations to our government and
through proper diplomatie channels, we shall oontinue to seek to achieve the

o



J.T-A, NEWS : ~5e 10/28/43

quickest possible reseue of the Jews persecuted in Eurcpe tuday end to ettein for
. the millions who will be there tcmerrew a normel life on o basis cof equaelity with
B8 their fellowscitizene,  We insist upon the right of Jews t¢ live as equal c:.tisers
in Burcpe of anywheres *

Hupes for Cc uphrt\tion with ‘Other Jewish Orgat\.izations

"We shell continue sssiducusly cur tfforts to deal with enti-Semitism in

this country ord to expose ite true chorpeter os ¢ miseroble enti-democratic ond
_sriti-pmericen menifesteticn, By & broed cducetional progrem, by collaboraticn
nth all groups in Americe who recognize the divisive end demoralizing neture of
.nrti-ﬁ;mtﬁm, we shell seek tu bring about such a-commupity of understanding
‘between 81l religicus end récisl groups thet ‘bigotry-snd disoriminetion will be
destreyeds By conbinuing ¢ ccoperats with those mgny vital Jewish institutions
end movements in.this ccuntry = religious, cultursl, philenthropic -- we hope to
help nourish end cnrich Jewish 1ife in America. In £ll this we sholl be moved
by & ecnviction, shered, we belisve, by en overwhelming number of American Jews,
thet the problems of world Jewry connct be solved by cny simgle political panaces,
 but by ccneentrated ectivity towerd the atteinment c¢f o scoure plece for Jews in
| el courtries cf the globes

"Unity cf conduet in these broad ereas continues to be cur eime Ve shall
rlweys hepe for the lergest mensure of ccoperaticn by our Committee with all other
Jewish crganizotions tu mchicve these common chjectivess

RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY RESIGNS FROM AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTER

| NEW YORK, Octa 27(J74)== The Rabbirical Assembly of Amecrice, deploring the
retion taken by the Americen Jewish Committee in withdrowing frem the Ameriean
Jewish Gonference, ended lest night its affilietion with theCommittees

Describing the Gommittec!s withdrowal as jecpardizing “"the effort of
Americon Jewry on behslf of world Jewry," the pssembly expresscd the hope thet o
woy would yet be found for the committee to resume its place within the fremework
of the ccnfercroc. This, the essembly snid, weuld ogain meke it possible for the
Assembly tc cclloborete with the Gommittee "fur the furtherence of cur many com=-
mon’ purpcses in Jewish life."

I

I

|

‘ GOLDMANN SCORES AMERICAN JEWISH CO:&HI‘I‘:@E AT HADASSAH CONVENTION

NEW YORK, Octs 27a(JTA)=+ Dfs Nehum Geldmann, executive member of the Jewish

Agency and cheirmen of the edministrative e.mmittee of the World Jewish Congress,

‘ specking et the Hednesoh Convention tenight, criticized the Americon Jewish {:om:tttw
for withdrewing from the American Jewish Conferences

| "The support by Americon Jewry of the Zicniet demands will be of decisive
impertonce," Dra Goldmenn seid. "Therefure, the vote of the Americen Jewish Qone
ference is cf historionl welue. The withdrews! cof the pmerican Jewish Cormitiee
frum the Cenference is o real stab in the back and an attempt tc weaken the suthorit .
of the Americen Jewish Conference cud its support of Pelestine. It will be the

| tesk cof Arericen Jewry to meke clear to Jewish cnd nen-Jewish publie cpinicn thot
the Americen Jewish Committee represerts crly e limited number of individunls
without any real constituency, ss the results of the eleckicns to the American

‘ Jewish Conference demonstroteds



