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AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE OFEMED WITH APPEAL FOR UNITY; PROGRAM OF ACTION OUTLINED

: MEW YORK, AUG. 29, (JTA)=-A comprehensive progrem to serve as "e common basis
for action" by Americen Jewry in the task of helping the Jews in Europe end in Pal-
estine during and after the war, wes outlined here today before an audience of
8,000 persons gathered at the opening session of the American Jewish Conference by
Henry Monsky, chairman of the executive oommittee which organized the Conference and
president of the B'mai Bfriths

Delivering the opening address at the Waldorf-Astorie Hotel, Mr. Monsky
appealed for Jewish unity, He told the 500 delegates from ell parts of the country,
~who represent more«than sixty national Jewish organizations, that the Conference is
expeoted;

1. To immediately inaugurate practical and effective measures ef relief and
resoue for the Jews in occupied Europe.

2; To formulate plans for post-war Jewish woluntary mass=emigration from

Europe end colonization in other parts of the world.

3 To deal with problems of post-war Jewish reconstruction and rehabilitae
astated areas,

4, To devise wwé_ and means of essuring ui'vic, politicel, cultural, relig-
ious end social rights for Jews on the basis of equality with other inhabitents of
the several countries in which they may ﬂnc} themsclvese

Bs To consider and rccommend action upon all matters looking to the imple=-
mentation of the rights of the Jewish people with respect to Palestine.

; 6s To elect o delegation o carry out the program of the American Jewish
Conference in cooperation with the duly mccredited representetives of Jews through-
out the worlds

Mr, Monsky emphasized that little diversity of opinion exists with regard
to what the American Jewish Conference, in the name of the American Jewlsh community,
is to do for the Jews in Europes But there ere different points of view represented

o
. in the Conference with respect to Palestine.

: "ghe diversity of opinion," he said, "runs the whole course, from the min=-
imum which subscribes to the support of Palcstine as s haven of refuge ond as a
spiritual end cultural center, %o the meximum represented by the concept of a Jewish
gtate in Palestine." It will be the responsibility of the Conference to corcider
this problem with an attitude of tolsrance townrd and mubusl respect for the diverse
opinions and to determine what shall be the declared position of the Amecricen Jewlsh
community, Monsky stateds

i
Predicts Priandly Relations with Arabs; Lauds Jews in Russie

Reviewing Jewish sohicvements in Palestine, Mr. Monsky indicated that no
substantial difference of opinion exists among the Jews in America with regard to
%ghe flagrent injustice” of the White Paper of 1939. There cen be no guestion, he

.
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w2214, Shot the Jews have a right to hope for and expect the wictorious Unlted Notime,
in the neme of justice and humenity, to moke Polestine aveilshle o the greatost
extent possible "to those of our people who desire to meke it their homelend," Has-
expressed rig' opinion that "after the complete triumph of the Democrecies, there
will be an opportunity for the realizotion of the purpase and the eims of the
Balfour Decleration and the Pnlestine Mandate." v

The difficulties arising from Arab-Jewish relations were attributed by M r.
Monsky largely to "Nesi enti-Semitic propagenda snd political stimulation." Once
this ceuse is removed or dissipeted ofter o United Nations wictory ond the sources
of hate ere annihiloted, the ottitude of the Arabs will completely change, Mr.
Monsky believes. He criticized those Jews in America who spread anti=Zionist prop-
aganda.

"I make bold to predict that with the advent of peace and the restoration
of friendly reletionships between the various peoples of the earth, this affliction
of Areb-Jewish dissension will run its course snd substentially disappear," he sald.
He termed "a grevious mistake" the attitude of some Americean Jews who view with :
anxiety eny expression by the Jewlsh community on behalf of the Jews in time of wers

Mr. Monsky peid epecial tribute to the Jews in Russia steting that they
"have played a magnificient role in the Red Army." He estimated that more than
600,000 Jews are now cotively participnting in the struggle on the Russian battle=
fronts in addition to those engaged in gucrilla warfarg behind the German lines,
Jews, he said, are also fighting in the ranks of the Chetniks and in the legions
of :he Greek guerilles es well ns in the ermies formed by virious governments=in-
exiles j

Wise Urges Conference to Scnd Delegation to Roosevelt for Immediate Audience
Rabbi Stephen 8, Wise, nddressing the opening session of the Conference,

suggested that the gathering eppoint & del:gation to seek an immediate eudience with

President Roosevelt in order to lay before him the ‘demand of the organized Jewish

community of this country for action without further delay to rescue the remnante

of Buropean Jewry. i $

An audience with the President while the American Jewish Conference is is
session, Rabbi Wisc soid, might result ir an assurance by President Roosevelt "that
nothing will be left undone to save in one or another woy the limited number of the
surviving whom prompt rescue alone cen kuep from joining the crmies of the Jewish

- dead.® i

There are no more then 3,000,000 Jews remaining in the countries where
8,000,000 Jews formerly lived, Rdbbi Wise stated. Further delay in rescue, he sald,
would -doubtless mean thet there would be no Jews to save. He emphnsized the controst
between the contribution which the Jews huve made to the cause of democracy end the
democracics! feilure in ten yeers of Hitlerism to haliy *he war of destruction on
the Jews. No people, he esserted, hns suffered losses comparable to thet of the
Jewlsh peoples :

Demanding t as & first cct of rescue the doors of Palestine be opened to
Jewish exilcs, Ra Wise said; "No ect of relief on the part of the United Nations
will seem sincere or be worth while as long es the gates of Palestine threaten to
closes Whatever we may hope and plan is to be the future of Pnlestine, and there
may be room for disoussiom, its gates must not be closed. There must be Jewish
immigration under the control of the Mondatory and the Jewish egency." He pointed
out that when two yeere sgo Palestine stood under the shadow of terror of Naszi ine
vasion, in ell the wvast Arab complex of populations and territories, greet and small,
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that section of Palestine which jgJewish etood out alone in passionate and uaree-
erved support of freedonm's ceuses

He expressed the hope thet in response to "the deepest promptings of humanity
and in complisnce with the will of the American people, our President together with
Prime Minister Churchill will teke the lend in performing the supremely imperative
task of Jewish rescues" He cnlled on the Jews to act in unison, end also to unite
their action with that of Jews the world over, end "to reforge the old bonds with
the Jewish populetion of the Soviet Uniom."

Judge Proskaucr Stresses Importance of Unity of Action

Judge Joseph M. Proskauer, president of the American Jewish Committee, who
wes one of the principal speakers of the evening, emphasized the importance of und
of actions

"It is my devout hope” he seid, that it (the conference) will be a success
in the cense that it will develop a common program for this orisis to which the
universal support of Americen Jewry will be accordeds HNever before, I think, has
there been 8o great o yearning in American Jewry for this unity of conduct. Oze
basis, resscn for this is the horror of the foreign scens which has been portrayed
%o us. Another reason is thot on the domestic scene we have in the lost few years
seen the continuence ond the growth of organized anti-gémitic movements which have
shocked the conscience not enly of Jewry but of all right-thinking Americenss These.
orgenized movements hove been clearly identified now as the first line of attack
of Pascism on America. Just ns the anti-Semitic ory was reised first by Hitler as
on entering wedge, so these disciples of darlmess in Americ have invoked bigotry
end prejudice as the first step in the fight against the Americen woy of lifes And
the impulse of self-preservation and of the proservation of our American ideals
requircs that we use here every effort to avedd schism and to nchieve cooperation:®

Pointing out that the American Jewish Conference is not legisleting and is

not decreeing for far into the future, bub is trying to create a program to submit

to those who 8,3 freme +he terms of peacc, Judge Proskeuer soid thot no men must
be asked to snerifice o principles There is an encrmous orea on which all delegates

agree, he declered.

b e,” he snid, "that the United Nations should give relief from the
hevoc ond ruin inflicted by Axis berbarism on its millions of victims; that the gro-
cesses of redress ond rehobilitotion be largely undertaken, as they mist be, as gov=
ernmental functions. We ere as cne in demanding the ccmplete restoration and safes
guarding of the equel civil and religicus rights of Jews, as of all cthers. Te
stand together for the fundemental principle that Jewish citizens of every land shell
be guaranteed the right of equality, so that, in the language of our Secretary of
gtate, we shall heve o world in which Jews; like all others, are free to abide in
pence ond in honors Just as we all stood together agoinst the revocation of the
Cremieux Decrees and have no patience with considerations of expediency such es led
to temporizing with that intclerable action; so we must demand the fundamental rights
of oitizenship s the inaliensble rights of every Jew in every country in the worlds"

Referring to Palestine, Judge Proskauer stateds "We are united in recogniz-
ing the superb ochievement made by cur pecple in Palestine, in our edmiration for
the skill and devobtion which has transformed the desert into the ferm, the factory;
the vineynrd and thc orange grove. We rejoice to know that there are today 500,-;06
Jewish people 1iving under their own vine and fig trees Jews throughout the world,
and perticulerly in Americ, regardless of their ideologles, heve been glad and proud
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to help in this epic achievement. And there are many in this rcom numbered among
those to whom Jewry owes E‘deBR debt of gratitude for this superb creaticn. We are
88 one in our concern for its preservaticn and upbuilding."

Judge Proskeuer preised the activities of the Joint Distribution Committee,
the HIAS, the ORT and the "Aliyoh" work of the Hndasseh for the assistonce they
have rendered in relieving the suffering of thcusands of European Jewss

Other speakers include Jocob Weinberg, leader of the Jewish labor movement;
Gedalieh Bublick, Mizrochi leeder; Mre. David de S.la Pool, president of Hadassehj

_Dr. Isroel Goldetein, president of the Jewish National Fund in Americe and Baruch

Zuckermen, leeder of the Zionist Laboritess (Many of these addresses will-be pube
lished in tomorrcw's JTA Bulletin.)

The conference wes opened with memorial services for the millicns of Jews
in Burcpe who have been murdered by the Axis powerse

VASHINGTON OFFICIAL LAUDS CONTRIBUTION OF REFUGEES T0 ViR EFFORT

BE¥ YORK, Auge 29.(JTA)--Thile refugee immigration tc the United States
during the ten yecrs of the Hitler regime has incremsed the populetion of this
country by less than two-tenths of cne percent, the newcomers have made contributions
4o victory =nd +- *%o enrichment of [merican life out of all proportion to their
numbers, it was reported rt e meeting under the auspices of the National Refugee
Scrvice, held laest night =t the Pelment Plaza Hotels

Bdward J, Bnrds, Director of the Alien Enemy Control Unit of the Department
of Justice, addressing the meeting, deoclared that the newcomers have repaid this
country for its hospitelity by loyalty and devoticn to the wor cffort. As evidence
that the government's feith in ndmitting the refugees wae well founded, Mr, Ennis
revenled thet among the 260,000 emigres from Europe who heve reached our shores
since 1933 the Deprriment of Justice found cnly o escant handful whom it was necessary
%o detein ns dangercus or potentially dangerous to the war effort.

ELIAHU TCHERTKOVER, JEVISH HISTORLAN, DEAB: FUNERAL TODAY

NEF YORK, .mlg. 29.(61‘.&)-!&:0:':!1 services will be held here tomorrow for
Elinhu Tcherikover, 62, notsd Jewish historian and cne of the founders of the Yiddish
Scientific Institute, who died Snturday from a heart pttack while vacationing at
Pelenville, NeYs He will be buried at the Workmens! Circle cemsterys

Born in 1881 in Poltave, in the Ukraine, Tcherikover studied in the Universiy
of §t. Petersburg, in Russis, where he was arrested for revolutionary activitiess
When he was released after one yesr of imprisonment, he devoted himself to literary
work. He ceme o New York in 1816 but returned to Russie in 1917 after the fall
of the Czarist regime. During the Petlura pogroms ngeinst Jews in the Ukraine, he
collected material whioh he published in Berlin in 1929 in a volume entitled "The
History of the Pegrom Movement in the Ukraine." He also edited a three-volume
"History cf the Jews." last year the Yiddish Scientifioc Institute published his
two~vclume work "Jews in France.” Prior to his sudden denth, he completed the

- second volume of the "History of the Jewish Labor Movement in the United Stated

which is now on' the presse



