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___FA.F@‘SIINE "ARMS" TRIAL.CONTINUES; TITNESS FAILS TO IMFLICATE JEWISH DEFENDANT

JERUSALEM, Augs 16+(JTA)=- The Palestine "arms %rial” in which two British
soldiers were sentenced last week to fifteen years imprisonment for selling arms
to an unnemed Jewish orgenizetion, continued before the militery court here today
with Abrehem Rechlis; a taxi-driver, and Leib Sirkis, a policemen, as defendants.

" Both ere charged with having in their possession 10,500 rounds of ammunition and

300 rifles which they allegedly acquired froem the convicted soldiers.

At the afternoon court session teday, Private Charles A. Stoner, one of
the convicted soldiers, admitted thet he never sew Sirkis, except on ome occcasion
when the taxi in which he was delivering the arms met with en sccident. It was
then he first noticed Sirkis. He did not know whether he wes a bystander, or one
of the crowd who helped after the accident, or a passenger in the taxis The trial
is expected to continue for several dayss

JEWISH ORTHODOX LEADERS CONFER WITH CZECH FRESIDENT AND FOLISH MINISTERS

LONDON, Augs 164(JTA)== The continued deterioration of the Jewish position
in Europe today was the subjeot of conferences between Jewish orthodox leaders and
President Benes of Czechoslovakia and his foreign minister Jen Masaryk, as well as
with the Polish ministers Frof, Stanislew Kot and Jen Stenceyk. The Jewlsh.leaders
stressed the point that unless urgent measures are taken, complete annihilation
faces the Jews of Folend amd the Czech Protectorate.

The Jewish groups supporting the Free Austrian movement in Englend today
joined the democratic, socialiste and gatholic groups in withdruwing their support
from this movement and in declaring the movement as no longer having eny authority.
At present the Free Austrion movement here is backed only by monarchists and com=
munistsd

AVOWAL OF ANTI=SEMITISM EXACTED OF BEIGIANS FOR SERVICE IN NAZI OCCUPATION FORCES

LONDON; Augs 164(JT4)=- Belgian pro-linzis must moke a definite avowal of .
anti-Jewish opinions before they are accepted by the Nezi authorities for police
service in ocoupied Bast European countries, it ie-reported in the Fascist Belgian
newspeper Journal de Charleroi, reaching here todays

The paper cerries en announcement offering those enlisting in this service
a salary of 230 merks, abundant food; free lodging and other conditions designed to
be highly tempting. 5

The Inbel, Belgion news agency in London, today reported that the Nazis
have resorted to a ruse to frustrate those. Belgians suspected of hiding Jewish

* ghildren to seve them from deportation. Requiring the vaceinption of all children,

in such ceses where the Nezis suspect that the child is Jewlsh, says this news
agency, the child is given a poisonous injection, bringing fatal results within a
few hours. . ; :



J.T.A. NEWS 2e 8/17/43

MAMMOTH AMERICAN HOSPITAL UNIT,, LARGEST IN MIDDLE EAST, ARRIVES IN PALESTINE

LONDON, Auge 164(JTA)== The London press reports the arrival today in
Palestine of en Americen army hospital uniti equipped more elaborately than any
similar unit in the Middle East, Twenty-four specialists in addition to the
complement of reguler physiciens, dentists and nurses, are sttached to it.

The hospitel which will be set up will have o capacity of 1,000 bedss
The patients will be housed in thirty buildings, each of four wardse In additiom,
adjoining buildings will be erected for specisl depertments including sdministre-
tion, surgery, X-ray departments and leboratory. The hospital will have its own
water supply.

RUMANIAN TOVNS BEREFT OF CRAPTSMEN AS RESULT OF JEWISH DEPORTATIONS

| WASHINGTON, Auge 164(JTA)=- The Office of War Informstion today reported

- thet because of the sxtemimt&.on and deportation of Jews in Rumania, Rumanien
fowns have lost the "majority of their tradesmen, artisons end oreftsmen.” The
report is based on informetion gleencd from an erticle in the Buchorest newspaper
Universuls

The office of Wor Information also quoted another report from Bucherest to
the effect thot six additional synegoguss and buildings of Je\riah welfare institu=
tions have been con(‘iacatsd by the Rumonien government.

TEL AVIV MUNICIPAL COUNCIL REJECTS LABOR DEMAND FOR CITY ELECTIONS

TEL VIV, Aug.164(JTA)== The election of & new Municipal Council of Tel
Aviv will not teke plece before October, 1944, sccording to o decision arrived at
! by the Council.

A proposel of the Labor councillors to hold elections this year was defeated
by the majority vote of the citizens bloc. The diacunsion of a propoaal to increase
the membership of the Council from fifteen to ¢ y=one wes p

E

! To relieve labor shortage in orange groves, 500 Jerusalem workers, mostly
: Yeshivah students, heve been trensferred to the Sheron oitrus arca,

Fifty cold storage plants cre to be erected in Jewish agricultural settle=
ments and material for this purpose has becn rclensed. Vegetables and fruit will
be kept in cold storage for sessons of short supply, thus balancing the distribue-.
tion of vegetables and stobilizing prices.

NLZI ﬁﬁ IN HOLLAND WARNS TEACHERS AGAINST PRO-JEWISH SYLIPATHIES

ZURICH, Auge 16e(JTL)=- The Nazi-controlled Dutch press renching here today
 from Hollend carries articles directed egeinst teachers in the imsterdam schools
who, the papers sy, are still urging their students to display sympethy to Jewa
and never forget their Jewish:colleagues who were deported from Hollands

PALESTINE APPEALS FOR HEBREW BIBLES FOR TROOFS IN THE MIDDLE EAST
e

JERUSALEM, Augs 1B4(JTA)=~ Jews in Palestine were asked to donote Hebrew
Bibles for the troops in an appeel issued here todey following o confercnce of
Jewish chapleins of the British Army in the Middle Easts Many Jewish soldiers
find it difficult to obbain Jewish religious bocks, cepeoinlly Bibles, the appeal
sedds
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FOREIGH POLICY ASSOCIATION REVIEWS JEWISH SEARCH mR'REFUGEE HAVENS

HEW ‘IORK, hugs 164(JTL)-= Concluding thot internotional ogreements and large-
scale financing will be essentiel in trenslating plans of tho hgro-Joint and the
Refugee Economic Corporction for postewar settlemcnt of Buropecen Jews in overseas
countries, the Foreign Policy Associntion, in a survey of possibilitics of mass=
settlement of refugees published today, revenls that since the outbrenk of the war
these two Jewish orgenizetions have cxplored mony proposcd places of haven, include
ing Aleska, Angola, fustralis, Brezil. Ceonede, Chile, China Cuba, Lower California,

New Zealand and Peru.

"Although the mess rescttlement of refugees in specially created colonies
hes never been ettempted, certain efforts heve besn successfully made by the Jewish
Colonization Association,” the revicw points out. "By 1989 this orgenization,
which wos endowed in 1891 by a wealthy Jewish philenthropist of Germon descent,
Beron de Hirsch, hod esteblished over 600 scttlements in Lrgentine, Brazil, Cenade,
Polestine, Polend, Turkey, Rumenie, rnd the U,5.5.R.3 ond*had 18,400 femilies on
its more then two million acres of lends In sccordence with its founder's convic=
tion thot migrations to cities would oreete tensions between Jewish immigrants and
native populatiohs; the Associstion strésses the training of colonists for agricule
tural 1ife end eids the colonists to buy their own lend by arranging long-term
eredits for those who lack capital.

"In the mid-1930%s, ns the number of European refugees increesed cnd immi-
gration berriers rose to unprrecedented heights throughout the world, new plena
developed for mass colonization in reletively empty spaces of the” globes So far
a5 these projects concerned the tropics snd subtropics, they involved the much
deboted -issue of whether or not largs=scale scttlemonts of people from temperate
lands ore possible in reglons neor the equator. In mnswering this question, actual
experience in the few recently establighed tropicel colonics mny be usefule

"at the Evian Conference in 1938 the Deminican Republic offered to accept

. up to 100,000 refugees from Europss A group of men in the United States subsequentl;

organized a Settlement fssociation to estoblish colonies based on subsistence home=
steeds, with approximetely 500 forming the first centingent. These 50O were settled
et "Sosus,” in the north-western pert of the Republic, before wor suspended further
immigration. At present the chief nceds of the colony are more land and o larger
proportion of women omong the scttlers. In Junuary, 1943, heolth conditions were
reported by o U.B. anr consultent in tropicol diseasus to be very good for a sube
tropicol eren, thonk dequete medical care and the ndjustment of diet and work
hours to local conditione. The record of the Dominiecsn settlement hos brought
inquiries from three South Amepicon countries regerding the possibility of similer
colonization projects in their territorics.

£

Investigotions in Bolivia .efd Mindoneo . . = .

"In the Yungas district of Bolivim, the Refugec Economic Corporetion and
the Agro-Joint set up a smoll colonys These two groups succeeded in bringing
Jewish refugess out of Lo Paz, the capitel city, where they hnd congregated, oreate
ing certain tensions. The Bolivion colony, now oconsisting of 170 people, demon=
strates the desirability of future immigration of settlers.

"on the eve of World War II seversl investigations of prospective resettle=
ment sitcs were made by governments and privete orgenizations. Similerly, Mindanao,
southernnost island of the Philippine group, was inveetigated by & group of Americer
experts in the summer of 1958, after the Fhilippine govermaent had agreed to admit
10,000 refugees for a colony, The Refugee Economic Corporction securcd options on
12,500 ecres of lend for'a large racch and selected 800 settlers, bubt the war inter-
rupted their tronsportetion,” the review seys. .
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REFUGEES OFFER UNSOLICITED DONATIONS 10 AMERIGAN 1iiR EFFORT, 0.W.I, REFORTS

WASHINGION, Auge 16,(JTh)-= Many refugecs sre numbered among the thousands
in Americe who, in addition to investing in war bonds, have given outright to the
United States Government unsolicited donations, the Officé of War Information seid
today.

One refugee sent two iron crosses conferred in 1917 and 1918, during his
service in the German Army, writing, "I wish to contribute not only the silver
worth, whieh, of course, is smell, but also through e symbolic act to set an

—example that should be follewed by all those who came over here in these years

to the shores of the United States from Germeny and Austria."

Another letter from a refugee accompanied twin wedding rings and a wrist
watchs "Just before war was declared," the letter read, "we succeeded in coming

from-Germany to-the lond of frecdom, and we wish to express our sincere gratitude

for that, We are so heppy to be here and to have the possibility to become
citizens of this great country, We therefore think you would appreciate this
very small gift we are eneclosing to the benefit of this country, the only gold we
were able to bring with us." §till another letter steted: "I am & Belgien and a
refugee in this splendid country. Plesse find enoclosed my golden wedding ring
which I hope will help in your hard task to get money for defenses"

HIAS RECEIVES LIST OF 10,000 JEWISH REFUGEES SEEKING AID FPOH AMERICAN RELATIVES

NEW YORK, Auge 16¢(JTA)== Abraham Herman, president of the Hebrew Sheltering
and Immigrent Aid Scciety which recently anncunced & program of contacting relotives
in Europe, today reported that his organizetion received & list of more than 10,000
nemes of Jewish refugees who, for the most part, succeeded in escaping from Southern
Frence, a year ago, when the Vichy authorities, at the behest of Hitler, began a
series of deportations of Jews to "unknown destinstions.”

The 1list was compiled by the Union of Swiss Jewish Welfare Societies, an
affiliate of the Hins-Ica Emigration Association. It was forwerded to Hies with
the urgent request thet they undertake immedietely en encrgetic effort to lecate
American relatives and friends of the men, women and children who, the Union
decleres, "are all without any means,"  The refugees implore their relatives and
friends in the Western Hemisphere to come to their eid by remitting funds for
their immediate needs and by plenning, if possible, thelr rescuc through emigra=
tion to new havens of freedom in the Western Hemisphsre or in Palestine.

"Through its brench offices end cooperating welfare agencies in the United
States, Hias hopes to locate the relatives and thus bring ebout the sending of
relief l‘or the subsistence of the refugees, practically all of whom are quartered
in cemps," Mr, Herman stated in his announcement,

J oWeB mmms FROM IEPEGH{)H OF U.S.. JEWISH TROOPS IN Bmmn
NEW m Auge l!.(m)ﬂ ml'lclm service men stetioned in 'I:he British Isles

have made an extremely faversble impressiom on the British public by their conduct,
according to Welter N. Rothschild, member of the board of directors of the U.5,0,,

who hes just returned from a slx weéeks visit to England, Scotland, Ireland and Iceland,

5 Mrs Rothschild ‘made his trip under U.S, Army auspices, crossing on a U,8,. .
Army transport and returning by U.S. Army plene, His tour wes an official inspece
tion, as chairmen of the Army and Nevy Committee of the Jewish Welfare Board, of
the religious services rendered to Jewish men end women in the Army and l!mfy instale
lations in the British Isless



