JTA DEATOE o NEWS BULLETIN

Published by the Jewish Telegraphic Agency
106 East 41st Street, New York 17, N. Y.

« Xs H0. Tionday, Kugust 18, 1043

‘ BRITIEH m}( OFFICIAL IN PALESTINE ARMS TR!.AL CMLLENGED BY JEWISH AGENCY

JERUSALEM, Augs 13, (JTA)=- Dslayed]-— Major Richard B. Verdin, counsel for
tthe defense in the trial of the two British soldiers who were scntenced last week
by a militory tribunel here to fifteen years euch for selling mrms to a Jewish
organization, was challenged today by David Ben=Gurion to substentiate his enti=
Jewish allegations "before any independent board of enquiry” where representatives
of the Jewisgh Agency may be able to face him on equal terms.

The demand wos made by Mr. Bon=-Gurion as cheirmon of the executive of the
Jewish Agency in a letter to Major Genernl D.F,. MeConnell, Commonder of the British
Militery Forces ih Palecstine, In his letter, Ben=Gurion wrote:

"At the triel of the two British soldiers, Private Cherles A. Stoner and
Christopher Rs Harris, beforc a military tribunal in Jerusalem, Mejor ReHs Verdin,
abusing hie privilege. as defending counsel, mede e slanderous attack ageinst the
Jewish people, ogeinst the Jews of Polestine, sgainst Jewish soldicrs serving in
His Majesty's forces in the Middle East, against the Jewish Agenoy for Palestine
and sgainst myself as cheirman of the Agency's executive committec,

"I em advised that there is no legnl remedy sgeinst this slanderous attack,
From o purely formal viewpoint, this officer may be able to claim the privilege by
reason of the function which he exercised. The only course open for me it to
address you as his superior officers As n representative of the Jewish people which
wes meliciously attocked und ofeperson who was directly insulted, I desire to de=
clare that Major Verdin scted in this matter without eny regerd for the truth or
decency and in monner charecteristic of the lowest type of anti-Semitism, I chale
lenge him to substantiate his nllegations before any independent board of enguirys
where 1 mey be able to face him on equel terms."

RUMANIA DEFORTS JEWS FROM TRAMSYLVANIA TO CONCENTRATION CAMP; ARRESTS IN BUCHAREST

GENEVA, Auge 16e(JTh)== More thap 8,000 Jews ir the Rumanien part of Tren=-
sylvanie living in small towns end villoges have been sent to the Hatzeg internment
camp, & report renching here todey from Bucharest stetos.

The deportees have been deprived of all their belongings and in meny conses
left even without clothess They are forced to provide their own food. About EOO
Bucharest Jews were elgo interned last week by the Rumenien cuthorities in Camp
Jeustendil, while sixty Jewish families from Germany who had been residing in
Humenia for severasl years have been deported to Transnistria, the report sayss

The Nazi newspeper Donou Zeitung reaching here todey reports thet the Jows
in Rumenie met the peyment of 400,000,000 lei demonded by the Rumanian cuthorities
as second instollment of the four billion lei "special Jewish tex" imposed upen the
Jewish population. The Rumanien government notified the Jewish leaders in Bucharest
thot if this sccond instellment wns not paid by August 12, all Jewish tex-payers ond
their familiee would be deported to Transnistriae
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BRITISH HMT&RT OFFICIAL IN PALESTI}»E ARMS TRIAL GhALLENGED BY JEHISH .A.GEB%GY

JERUSALEM, Augs 154(JTA)=- Deleyed)== Major Richard B. verdin. counael i‘or
the defense in the trial of the two British soldiers who were scntenced last week
by a militery tribunal here to fifteen years euch for selling arms to a Jewlsh
orgonization, was chollenged today by David Een~Gurion to substentiste his onti-
Jewish allegotions "before any indepcndent board of enquiry" where representatives
of the Jewisgh Agency may be able to face him on equal termse

The demand was made by Mr. Bn'n-ﬂuriuu 08 chairman of the executive of the
Jewish Agency in a letter to Major Gencrnl D.Fe MoConnell, Commender of the British
Militery Forces ih Palestine, In his letter, Ben-Gurion wrote:

"At the triel of the two British soldiers, Private Charles A. Stoner and
Christopher R« Harris, before a militery tribunal in Jerusalem, Mejor ReBs Verdin,
abusing hie privilege. as defending counsel, mede & slandcrous attack ageinst the
Jewish people, ageinst the Jews of Pnlestine, against Jewish soldicrs serving in
His Majesty's forces in the Middle Eest, ageinst the Jewish Agenoy for Palestine
and sgainst mursslf as cheirman of the Agency's executive committecs

"I em advised that there is no Iegnl remedy egainst this slenderous attack,
From o purely formal viewpoint, this officer mny be sble to claim the privilege by
reason of the function which he exercised. The only course open for me it to
address you as his superior officer. As a representative of the Jewish people which
wes maliciously attocked undaseperson who was directly insulted, I desire to de=
clare thet Major Verdin acted in this mattur without eny regerd for the truth or
decency end in meonner chorecteristic of the lowest type of onti-Semitisms I chole
lenge him to substentinte his nllegations before any indcp»ndent board cf enquiry.
where I mey be able to fece him on equal terms,"

RUMANIA DEFORTS JEWS FROM TRANSYLVANIA TO GDHCE}ITR{-TIOH CAMP; /RRESTS IN BUCHAREST

GENEVA, Auge 154(JTh)== More thon 8,000 Jews in the Rumenien part of Tren=
sylvanie living in emall towns end villoges have been sent to the Hatzeg internment
camp, & report reaching here today from Bucharest stetess

The deportees have been deprived of all their belongings and in meny coses
left even without clothes. They are forced to provide their om food. About 500
Bucharcst Jews were elso interned last week by the Rumenian euthorities in Camp
Jeustendil, while sixty Jewish families from Germany who had been residing in
Rumania for severel years have been deported to Transnistria, the report says.

The Nozi newspaper Donou Zeitung reaching here todey reports that the Jews
in Rumanie met the payment of 400,000,000 lei demonded by the Rumanian nuthorities
as second instollment of the four billion lei "special Jewish tex" imposed upon the
Jewish population. The Rumanien government notified tho Jewish lenders in Bucharest
thet if this sccond instellment was not paid by August 12, all Jewish tex-poayers and
their families would be deported to Transnistrine
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JEWISH FIGHTERS IN WARSAW GHETTO WERE DRESSED IN GERMAN UNIFORMS T0 CONFUSE NAZIS

LONDON, Augs 154 (JTA)== A detailed report disclosing that the Jews in the
Warsaw ghetto used Germen guns end were dressed in German military uniforms and
helmets when they waged their heroiec resistence egainst the Nezi "liquidation" of
the ghetto, is published in the clandestine Folish publication "Polska" which
reached here today. The German equipment, the paper says, wes obtained by the
Jews when they captured Hazi factorics in the ghetto at which Jewish workers were
employed in compulsory lebor,

bf ___The Jewish fighters, the underground peper reports, were assisted by fire=-
men, eireraid wardens and nurses. Prior to the beginning of the battle, all Jewish

women, children and aged men were secreted in underground shelters in the ghetto

which were reinforced by ocement and secretly interconnected, the publicetion states.

- . "The fight began when several Jews who were deported ‘by the Nezis from the
H&ramr ghetto to an unknown destination escaped en route and made their way back
to the ghetto," the underground paper declaress They revealed the terrible truth
that the Jewish deportecs ware being massacred on the roads This led to Jewish
defiance of a new Nazi order to sssemble enother 5,000 Jews for deportation.
Gestapo units, entering the ghetto to enforce this order, were met with showers
of bullets from the roofs and were forced to retreat. Whereupon the Germeans
brought up four tanks firing chaotically into houses, but the tanks too were
forced to withdrews Incendiary bombs were then dropped by the Nezis from pleness
The Jews replied by setting on fire the ghetto workshops where Gumn war material
was produced.”

Axis Journalists Find Ghetto Littered with Bodies of Jews and Germans

The Polish underground paper declares that soon after the Nezis succeeded
in "liquidating" the ghetto, they brought to Warsaw & group of Axis journalists
protected by a unit of Nazi elite guards, "Smoke was still rising from the byrning
buildings when the journalists entered the ghetto," the paper reports. The
streets were littered with rotting bodics of Jews and of Germans and it was diffie
cult to identify among the killed,Jew or German, since the Jews were wearing the
captured Nazi uniforms %o confuse the German soldiers.

"fhe representative of the Nazi propaganda department who escorted the
journalists admitted thet every Jewish house had been turned into o fortress,
making the siege for the Germans very difficult,” the Folish orgon continues.
Although the police were ordered to guerd the sewers lending to the ghetto, the
Jews in the ghetto nevertheless succeeded in getting food and arms through secret
channels, "The Jewish battle in the ghetto gave much encouragement to the Polish
population,” the paper concludes. J

Brutal ‘themitaﬂon of Jewish Children by Nazis Qited in Polish Menifesto

LONDON, Augs 154(JTA)== The merciless mass-extermination by the Nazis of
Jewish children in occupied Poland is graphically portrayed in a manifesto issued
by Polish groups here todny in preperation for a Day of Protest Ageinst the Perseocus
tion of Folish Children which will be held. under the suspices of the Polish Children
Rescue Fund. v

The menifesto declares that "thousands of Jewlish children perished in
Poland side by Slde with grown-up Jews during the so=-called liguidation of the
Jewish ghettos," It cites a mumber of the especially brutal incidents, including
the case of the Jewish orphan home in Wersew where all the children were "deported”
to death together with their teachers and the director; Janusz Horcseks
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JEWISE ENGINEERS EXEMPTED FROM ANTI-JEWISH LiWs IN RUMANIA

ZURICH, fugs 15s(JTh)== The Hungerien press received here today cerries a
report from Bucherest stating that the Rumanien Government has issued a decree

_exempting from the anti-Jewish lews all Jews who hold diplomns as engineers and

architects, There is en scute shorteze in these professions. The decree also
exempts from the anti-Jewish lews ell Jewish bookkeepers serving in official insti=
tutionss 41l these exempted classcs may be employed in public works as executive
officers whenever this is in the interest of the stebe, the decres SBYSe

The Bugbarest newspaper Timpul recching here today reveals thet Jewish

~youngsters in Rumenis between 15 and 18 years of age hove been ordered to register

for forced labors The Hungarien officinl news agency todey reported that the
Supreme Court in Rumenia ruled thet property confiscated from Jewish women who are
merried to Rumenian citizens is to be restored to the owncrss

ZIONISTS TN RHODESIA HOLD THREE~DAY CONFERENCE; ENDORSE BILTMORE DECLARATION

~ BULAWAYO, Rhodesie, Aug. 164(JT4)=- For the first time in forty-five years
an nll-Rhodesien Zionist conference took plece here with delegntes from the remotest
parts of the country participeting.

The conference, which concluded today after three deys of deliberations,
adopted a resolution endorsing the Biltmore Declaration which asks that Palestine
be proclaimed a Jewish Commonwenlth. Ancther resclution protested ageinst the
British White Paper ond demends ite ennulment and for the opening cf Palestine to
Jewish immigration. The conference wes attended by the Minister of Justice,

.Ceptain H. Bertin and by members of the Rhodesian parliemert, The mayor of

Bulawayo, in addressing the gethering, leuded the Jewlish wer rccord both in
Rhodesia and in Palestines ?

JEWI SH COMMUNITY ORGAN IN TUNISIA RESUMED; ANTI-SEMITIC PUBLICATIONS DISCONTINUED

LONDON, Auge 1654(JTh)== The Revue Juive, Jewish community peper in Tunisia,
resumed publicetion in Sfax loet week, it wee reported here today. The report
added that a number of freb enti-Jewish papers in Tunisia heve ceaséd publication,’

HEBREW UNIVERSITY LIBRARY GETS COLLECTION OF RARE JEWISH=-ITALIAN MANUSCRIFTS

JERUSALEM, Augs 154(JTA)== & collection of 220 Jewish merricge contracts
from Itely, dating from the beginning of the 16th to the middle of the 19th centu=
ries has been presented to the Jewish Netionsl and University Librery in Jeruselem
by Dr. Ephreim Chamitzer, of Haife, All the menuscripts are written on parchment
and beautifully illumineted. : :

This is Dr. Chamitzer's second gift to the Library. fThe first, made some
ten yeers ago, consisted of a rare tollection of Hebraice snd Orientalin, which
included some very rore workss Both collections come from the library of the
donor's father, the late Dr. Mordechai Ben-David Chamitzer, e noted Jewish scholar
and Orientalist of Leipzige ;

JEWISH PHILOSOPHER KILLED IN ACTION ON THE RUSSLAN FRONT

LONDON, Auge 15s(JTA)== Drs Boris Markhatsh, well-known Russisn-Jewish
philosopher and bibliographer, was killed in action on the Russinn front, it wes

reported here todey. He joined the Russian Army as a voluntcer and distinguished
himself o8 o gunner in an artillery unit, 2 :



