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BERMUDA CONFERENCE WILL CLOSE THIS WEEK; DECISIONS WILL BE KEPT SECRET

HAMILTON, Bermuda, April 26.(JTA)-- The Anglo-American parley on refugees,
which went into its second week today, is now drafting a joint report to be sub-
mitted to the U.S. and British Governments. The conference is expected to.close
on Wednesday or Thursday.

The Americen delegation at a meeting today with Mr. George Backer end the
other American advisers, reviewed the week's discussions with the British. Dr.
Herold W, Dodds, head of the Americen delegation, at e press conference ennounced
thet the final report of the Bermuda Conference will definitely not be made public
heres Instead, o general stetement will probably be issued after the conference
is over. He emphasized that the recommendations of the conference must remein con=-
fidential for some time because they may involve military matters.

Queried as to what action the conference has decided to take on the recom-
mendetions submitted by Jewish organizations, Dr. Dodds stated that the proposals
of the Joint Emergency Committee for Buropean Jewish Affeirs, representing American
Jewish orgenizetions, have been discussed extensively. However, he refused to com=
mit himself as to what the decisions of the conference mey be with regord to these
proposalse

GEN, GIRAUD ISSUES ORDER AIMED AT POST-WAR STATUS OF JEWS IN FRANCE

NEW YORK, April 26.(JTA)e- Documentery evidence came to light today betray-
ing the designs of General Henri Giraud to reduce the Jews of France to a conditiom
of inferior citizenship in violetion of the laws of the French Republice

A copy of a memorandum issued by Giraud!'s High Commend et Algiers in Jenuary
wes produced here, conteining these hitherto unpublished clausess "1) Jewish com=
missioned end non-commissioned officers and men in the reserve will generally be
assigned to special non-combatent work units; 2) This measure appears necessary
in order to avoid having the entire Jewish population gain the title of war veteran,
which might prejudice the status given these people after the war."

This memorendum, the above clauses of which, on orders of Giraud, were kept
confidentinl, was signed by Major General Prioux, of Giraud's commend, and General
Louchet, director of persomnel, and issued for the genersls commending French troops
in North Africa. It is dated Algieys, January 30, 1943; is entitled "The Use of
Jews in the Army," and bears the code numbers "40 C--NGJ=~CAB,"

Paul Jecob, secretery general of the French Republican Committee, & new ore=
genization of Frenchmen in the United States, produced the text of the memorandum
and declored: "This measure, and the reasons invoked, are the proof that General
Giraud ond his staff envisage & new stotus for the French population of Jewish faith
after the warj and thus, the abrogation of the liberty and equality esteblished for
all citizens as a result of the French revolution."

Charges Gireud With Carrying Out Theories of Anti-Semitic Leader

Mrs Jacob is & reserve officer in the French Army who sew service on the
Moginot Line and was & prisoner of the Germens in France for three months, before
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escaping. He was an attorney in Mulhouse, Alsace, end is now essistant professor at
the Institute of Comperotive Lew in the New School for Social Research here. He
charged that General Giraud, high commissioner of North Africa under the American
occupation, was putting into practice the philosophy of Charles laurres, a.leeder
of the totalitarian Action Franceise and a propagendist of enti-Semitism. "During
Giraud!'s stay in Vichy," Jacob said, "he was constantly in the company of Cherles
Maurres end it is the ideas of that reasctionary which the General is now applying
in North Africa."

Another order by Giraud was cited to demonstrate that his policy eims not
elone at stripping the Jews of Algeria of their equelity, as had been indicated by
obrogation of the Cremieux law of 1870 last month, but et e permenent discrimina-
tory status for Jews in post-war Fronoe. This order, promulgated Dec. 30, 1942,
provided thet French officers of the Jewish faith, including those born in France,
would be reinsteted into the French army--heving been dropped by Vichy in June,
1940--only on two conditions. These were: 1) They hod been wounded or cited for
bravery either during the first World Wer, the present war of 1939-40, or in some
other theater of operstion; 2) Their reinstatement was agreed to by the higher
authorities. This order applied to commissioned end non-commissioned officers
alike, active and reserves It is numbered 582=-MGP~--CAB,

Jewish Officers Dischorged When They Refuse Non-Combatant Posts

Jecob said thet two of his friends hed been mobilized as reserve officers
in Morocco, but when it was established they were Jews, end they refused to join
the special non-combatent units, they were discharged on orders of Gireud. One of
them was o French Jew born in Paris, with the rank of captein in the reserve, and
the other, a lieutenant, & French Jew from Alsace, whose great-grandfather had
fought under Nepoleon and his grendfather in the Franco-Prussian war of 1870.

Jacob acoused Giraud of making professions of democracy in order to mask
his true intentions end to gein the favor of his American supporters. "The new
status of French Jews to be proposed by General Gireud after the wer can easily
be imagined, since he wishes to prevent them from fighting for the liberation of
their country as do other French citizens--in order that they may not have the
honored title of war veterans," he declared.

Expleining that it wes possible, after examination of individual cases, for
French Jews assigned to non-combotant labor units to be trensferred to fighting out-
fits, Mr. Jacob pointed out, however, thet a numerus cleusus had been estoblished
in the army. "General Lascroux, high commendér.of the troops in Moroecco," he snid,
"ordered that the number of Jews in the 22nd Army Medioal Corps could not exceed
3 percent of the total number of men in that corpss The number of Jewish physiciens
end phermacists in the troops stetioned in Morocco must be mointoined et 3 - percent
of the total medical personnel."

NORWEGIAN JEWS PUT TO WORK IN NAZI MINES3 WOMEN AND CHILDREN DIED OF STARVATION

STOCKHOLM, April 264(JTA)=- Reports from Oslo said todey that most of the
Norwegien Jewish women and children deported from the country by the German-con-
trolled Quisling government hed died of starvation.

Ships cartying deportees that left Oslo in November and February were remov-
ing them toward en ultimete destination in the Silesiaon mining region around Ketewice
it was leocrned, Able-bodied men in the group were put to work in the mines. One of
the deportees, who escaped vin Germany recently, seid The miners received sufficient
rations, but old men, women end children obtained almos® nothing.
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350 JEWS BURNED T0 DEATH IN BERDICHEV SYNAGOGUE; ROWNO, CHERNIGOV ARE "JUDENREIN"

KUIBYSHEV, April 26.(JTA)-- Three hundred and fifty Jews were burnsd %o
dea’h by the Nezis in a synegogue in Berdichev, where they had been assertled at
the orday of the German commender, it was rsported here today by Hirsch Giterman,
e Jewl sarpenter from the city, who fled after the Nazis seized Ferdislevs The
Jaws weva instructed to appeer at the synagogue with their preyer shawls in order
“to pray for forgiveness for their sins.against the Germans." When all the wor=-
shippers were knside, the Naezis bolted the doors and set fire to the building,
Giterman discloseds

Several partisans who were fighting in the Volhynia district of Poland and
who are now in Kuibyshev hospitels recuperating, report thet not a single Jew re-
meins in the Polish city of Rowno, which had a large Jewish population. They seid
thet shortly after the Nazi cepture of Rowno, the Jews were removed to two isoleted
sections of the city.  During this past winter, however, these districts were des-~
troyed by the Nazis and most of the residents perished, with the exception of e
handful of Jews who succeeded in esceping to the neighboring township of Kostopole

The Ukrainian city of Chernigov has also been made "Judearein," a Jewish
refugee Israel Vesioli, who escaped from the city, reportse After several months
of bloody massacres by the Nazis, only two Jews were left in the city, Vesioli
stateds They were two doctors, Ginsberg and Hoffmen, who were needed by the
Germens. However, when a virulent typhoid epidemic swept the city and the two
physiciens, handicepped by lack of medicine and adequete facilities, were unable
to check it, the Nazis publicly announced that they were responsible for the epi=-
demic, and executed theme

AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE URGES COMMUNITIES TO PREPARE FOR ELECTION; ANNOUNCES AGENDA

NEW YORK, April 26,(JTA)-- A call to Americen Jewry to prepare for the elec-
tions to the Americen Jewish Conference which is scheduled to convene July 1, 1943,
was issued here by the executive committee for the orgenization of the Americen Jewish
Conference with the endorsement end approvel of 35 netional Jewish organizetions.

The exeoutive committee ennounced that the Conference will meet on July 1,
1943, plaece to be determined later. Elections are to take place in the local
Jewish communities or regions not later than Junme 14, 1943. The agenda of the
Conference reads as follows: 1, Action on problems relating to the rights and
stgtus of Jews in the post-war world, to be considered and recommended; 2. To
implement such action with due consideration of the Jewish rights in Palestine;
3+ To eleot & committee to cerry out the progrem of the American Jewish Conference
in close cooperation with representatives of Jews throughout the world. National
Jewish groups shall be represented in the American Jewish Conference by 125 dele~-
gates; communities or regions by 375,

Election rules for the Conference specify: 'a) All Jewish communities of
the United States shall be divided into election districts. Each community shell
be entitled to one delegate for every 10,000 of Jewish population, or maejor fraction
thereofy b) Communities of less then 5,000 shall be combined into election regions
of 5,000 or more. o) The City of New York shall be entitled to'l00 delegates di-
vided smong the five boroughs.

LOS ANGELES JEWS APPEAL TO ROOSEVELT TO SPEED AID FOR REFUGEES

10S ANGELES, April 26.(JTA)-- An emergency meeting of leaders and represen=
tatives of the Los Angeles Jewish community over the week-end, called by the local
Jewish Community Council, appealed to President Roosevelt and the Bermude Conference
to speed action to save as mony Jews in Europe as possiblee
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CANADIAN JEWS ASK DOMINION GOVERNMENT TO SHELTER REFUGEES, FEED JEWS IN EUROPE

MONTREAL, April 26.(JTA)=- A three-point program under which the Garadian
Government and people would undertake to shelter some of the Jewish refugees from
Nazi-held Europe end help to feed those who could not flee was put forward here
today by the Canadian Jewish Congress.

The progrem urges the Dominion government to: Grant esylum to e number of
Jews, especially children; Teke the initiative in organizing e system of feeding
Jews in the European ghettos, in view of Cenadian experience in providing food for
civilians in Greece; Participate in any inter-Allied measures to assist Jews, such
es; epproaching the Axis powers to allow the Jews to emigrate, providing shipping
for refugees, securing havens in other countries, especially Palesiine, assuring
neutrals that refugees will not become public charges end orgenizing e system of
international passports for refugees.

SIX-WEEK PERIOD OF MOURNING FOR JEWS OF EUROPE STARTED THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY

NEW YORK, April 26¢(JTA)~- Memorial services, opening e six-week period -of
mourning for the Jewish victims in Nazi Furope, were held today in many synagogues
throughout the country in eccordance with a call issued by the Synagogue Council of
Americe . which represents Conservative, Orthodox and Reform Jewry in Americe - both
rabbis end congregations,

A special preyer, distributed by the Council to synagogues in all parts of
the country, was delivered during the servicese A call issued by the Council to
all Jews in the United States urges that the six-week period of mourning be observed
by limiting the occasions of amusement during this season; by keeping lMondays and
Thursdays as partial fast days; by contribufing generously to the United Jewish
Appeal, which is engaged in rescue work; by reciting speciel preyers and observing
moments of silence at home and in all public gatherings; by attending synegogues
frequently end oelling special assemblies, in order to demonstrete the stake of
humanity and religion in the selvation of Europe's Jews, and by ecting in every way
to converge the religious opinion of America to the necessity for prompt actions

JEWISH SOLDIERS IN POLISH ARMY MARK PASSOVER AT SERVICES IN SCOTLAND

LONDON,. April 26.(JTA)-~ Jewish soldiers attached to the Polish Army units
stetioned in Scotlend were excused from their duties to eneble them to attend Passow:
services and sedorim, it is reported here today. The largest service was held in
Glasgow with representatives of the Polish high command end Jewish leaders present.
Dr. Ignecy Schwarzbert, Jewish deputy in the Polish National Council, eddressed the
soldiers, emphasizing Jewish contributions to the Polish wer effort and the common
struggle of Poles end Jews in Polend. The services concluded with the pleying of
Hotikveh end the Polish netionel anthem.

The Anglo-American Committee for a Jewish Army gave a reception at Grosvenor
House here for 750 Jewish soldiers of the British, American and other Allied ermiesc
Prominent speekers including Ledy Simon and Viscount Bennet, former premier of
Canada, preised the role of Jewish soldiers in all the armies,of the United Nations
and expressed the hope thet freedom and justice for the Jews will be obtained after
the wars

London Jewish Community Opens Club for Forces of United Nations

NEW YORK, April 26.(JTA)-- A large service club in the heart.of London, equi
ped to hondle several hundred men, wes opened on Passover eve by the London Jewish
community, it was announced todey by Welter Rothschild, chairmen of the Army end
‘Nevy Committee of the Notionel Jewish Welfare Board. The Bosrd is cooperating.with
the London Jewish Community in this project,



