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REFUGEE GROUPS DISAFFOINTED AT DECISION T0 SHIFT ANGLOw=U.S.4. PARLEY TO BERMUDA

y WASHINGTON, March 28.(JTA)=~ Groups concerned with aiding Jewish and other
refugees from Nari-occupied territories to find havens in Allied or neutral coun-
| tries expressed disappointment today at the announcement thet the forthooming Anglo-
, Americsn refugee comferemce is to be held in Bermuds, instead of Ottews, the site
, originally au“eltaé by Secretary of State Cordell Eu!.l in his rote to the British
| Government.

i ___!.‘_l_:_:_ale__.'ggterasted ir_rl feel that the oonferees will be less auh:]sat to

pu'bllo pressure in Bermuds, since it will be difficult for delegations md"repurters—
to go there, and also that the shift from Ottews lessens the prospects for collabora.

; tion by the Ceanadian Govermment, since a meeting on Canadian soil might have en=-

! couraged the Dominion to receive refugeess :

Among those mentioned here as possible representatives at Bermuda are yron
Cs Taylor, President Roosevelt's envoy to the Vatican and the United States repre-
sentative on the Intergovernmentel Refugee Committec and Archbishep Francis Spellmen;
now on his way back to the United States; and Lord Winterton, British representative
on the Intergovernmental Committee and its chairmen end Sir Gerald Cempbell, British
Minieter to the United States.

The Stete Department, meanwhile, was charged today wlth rsutr'!.ctl.ng the ime
migration of refugees to this country to a far greater extent than suthorized to do
5 50 by Congresss It was pointed out that since 1933 less than forty percent of the
i immigrents entitled to enter under the existing quotas have been grented visass

The cherges, made by Louis E. Spiegler, Washington representetive of the
HIAS, were volced in conneotion with the forthcoming refugee conferences He res
ferred to the mote delivered by the SBecretery of State on February 23, 1943 to the
British Government in whish the conference was suggested, snd pointed cut that while
165,774 immigrents can enter this country snnually under the existing immigration
quote, only 51,776 entered during the year 1940-1941 and no more than 28,781 entered
during the immigratiom year of 19411942, These inoluded 23,737 Jews in the former
year and 10,608 in the latters

The Secretary of State in his hote to the Britieh Govermment stated that
228,964 visas were i’md in the war years 1959-1942, and else thet "from the . ad=
vent of the Hitler regime in 1933 until June 30,1942, 547,776 visas were issued by
Americen diplematic and consular officers to natives or nationale of the vorious
countries now domimated by the Axis 8y the greet majority of which ersons
were refugees from Neei perseoution,. It edded thet in affording esylum to refu=
. gees, the U.5, Government "is end must be bound by leguiuuan ensoted by Congress
determining the hnirmuon policy of the United States,”

- . In snelyzing the note, Mr. Spiegler pointed to the fact that under the exist
in; guota regulations, more them 1,380,000 immigrants could have entered the Uni%ed
Stotes sinse 1933 as cempered with the 647,776 for whom visas were granted. During
the war years 19591842 more than 460,000 visas could bave been issuea under the im
migration quote es compared with the 328,964 whish the State Department says were
igsueds
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DESTROYFR ESCORT LEVY, NAMED AFTER JEWISH HERO. OF WAR OF 1812, LAUNCHED IN NEVIARK

FORT HEWARK; N.Jwp March 28:(JTh}~= The U.8.5. Levy, one of the first two
destroyer cscort vessels to be leimclied in the Third Nevel Distrist; which includes
Hew York, Connecticut ond pert of Hew Jersey, slid dowm the ways af the Federal
Shipbuilding Compsay's yard here “ocay. Named after Commodere Uriah Pe Levy, Jewish.
navel officer who distinguished himgelf in the War of 15)2, the vessel was sponsored
by Mrs. Cherles Mayhoff of New York City, o niece of the Commodores.

Commodore Levy, o native of Pennsylvenia, served on the frigate Constitution
in the Mediterranean end at one time wns commander of the fomous Macedonian. He is
credited with securing the obolighment of flogging in the Nevy in 1850, He died
in New York late in 1862 nnd is buried theres i

"'———"T!ié"%ﬂnl—umug'tn-m—*tn—w- ‘the rapidly growing fleet-of-suoh——

ships, which ere helping to combat the Axis U-boat mennces Nerrly os lerge as de=
stroyers, they ore simpler in construction, less heavily ermed and cen be produced
much freter than the former vessels. They are designed primerily for protection
ogrinet undersea and air ottock.

JEWS IN MINSK MASSACRED FOR REFUSING TO EXPOSE LEADERS OF UNDERGROUND MOVEMENT

MOSCOW, March 28.(JTA)=- Neorly holf of the 1,500 Jews who remsined in
Minsk - the remnants of & pre-war Jewish population of B0,000 - were murdered by
the Nozis during the lost week of Januory, this yeor, it was disclosed here today
by Byelo-Russion guerrillas who were sent to Moscow to recuperate from wounds suf-
fered in battling the Nazi occupation forces.

Eorly in Jonuary, these portisan fighters report, the Germon authoritics
summoned the oldest Jews in the Minsk ghetto and told them that the Gestapo had
received information that underground activity was being ocarried o there. Unlees
the persons who were sctive in orgrnizing onti-Nozi resistence and in recruiting
members for guerrilla bonds were exposed, the entire Jewish populption would suffer,
the Nozi commender spide At the same time the "Minsk Gazatte," published by the
Germans in the Byelo=Russian lunguaeo urged the mn-JM_sh pepulction of the city
to emulate the cxample of other “liberated tmma. and wipe out the ghetto ond all
its residentss :

These threats, however, were unaveiling, the rrillos said, and conse=
quently on January 25 o group of ffestopo men broke i the ghetto ond opened
machinegun fire at reandom, Hundreds of Jews were killed. Those who remain, num=
bering less then a thousand, live in constant dread thet they, too, will soon be
mossecred, since the Germans mg been unable to onpture the lesders of the under=

ground movements
BRITISH CIVIL LIBERT.!.ES COUNCIL ASKS OUTLAWING OF ANTI-SEMITISM, AID TO REFUGEES
I.ml!mi, March 28, (JTA)=- & resulution demanding that the British Government:

-ontiu anti-Semitic and Foscist propogonda wos ndopted here today at the annunl

meeting of the Couneil uf Civil Libertiess

The meeting also urged immediate action to rescue the Jews in Europe oand
o relense the onti-Fascist internees in North Afrioce. Speskers cited the inecremsed
manifestotions of entl-Semitism in Englond and warned thet the persons spreading
such propegands were attempting to pave the way for o foscist government,
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BARON ROTHSCHILD'S PROTEST AGAINST ABROGATION OF CREMIEUX LAW PROVOKES U.S. REPLY

WASHINGTON, March 28.(JTA)=-- Under-Secretary of State Summer Welles today
—made public the text of & letter he has sent to Baron Edouard de Rothschild, who,
~#8 president of the Consistuive des Isreelites de France et d'Algiere; protested
ogainst the abrogetion by Gen. Giraud of the Cremieux Lew. The letter reads:

; "My dear Boron de Rothschild: You will recall that last week you were good
' enough to send me the text of o stetement which you had prepered for publication
regerding the general position of the Jewish community in North Africa and, more
perticulerly, the abrogotion of the Cremieux deeree of 1870 in relation to the
speech mede by Gen. Girsud on March 14,

"I felt so strongly that your statement gave a completely erroneous picture

\ of the position of Jews in North Africe wnd of Gem. Giraud's measures in their be-

" HBlf thot T immediotely telegraphed o summary of it to-our representatives theres —
‘The following comment, prepared in consulation with an unbinsed specinlist femiliar
with the various legal points involved, has just been received. I hasten %o send
it\to you in the belief thaot you will not wish to allow en erroneous impression of
the ‘situation to prevail.

"l. The laws relating to the Jews which were of Nozi inspiration were
abolished by Gen. Giraud by an ordinance of the 14th of the ourrent month. The
Jews are guaranteed the right to practice the liberal professions imcluding the
holding of publie office, the right to own property and freely to muWeir
property, assets and ell business enterprises, and the right to nttend Institu-
, tions of learning of all degrees. The Jew is no longer indicoted as of & roce
v apert in the oivil registry records. By ordering the .reinstatement of all public -
; officinls, agents cnd employees excluded hecnuse they were Jews, General Giraud
: effaced an odious past. The order that property sequestered under provisionsl ad=
| ministretion would be restored to the Jews ond that the soles of real property ond 5
. - other sssets would be null and void wes given with the seme objeotive. Consequently,
' Baron de Rothschild*s affirmetion that the decisiomsof Gen. Gireud are obscure ond
insufficient are untrue.

v "2, - French eitizenship is retnined by Jews born in Frence or descendants
of parents born in Fronce. Baron de Rothschild's affirmation thot they lose their
citlzenship is untrue. .

"3, Only native Algerien Jews were affected by the Cremieux decree. The
deoree is abrogated but in the near future o procedure will be esteblished whereby &
netive Algerian Jews who desire to become citizens may acquire citizenship, It may
be remembered thot, following the precedent of 1914-1918, elections sre deferred
until the end of the war, that is to say, until metropoliten Frence is liberated.
Congsequently, native Algerian Jews who desire to participate in those elections
will hove ample time to become oitizens, The affirmation of Baron de Rothschild
that Jews will be unlawfully deprived of voting power is likewise absolutely untrue."

i INTERNATIONAL TRUSTEESHIP FOR PALESTINE BEFORE INDEPENDENCE URGED BY LABOR ZIONISTS
e e e S ST nIENR

NEW YORK, March 28,(JTA)=- &n int onol trusteeship for Pelestine before.
it is gronted complete independence was urged today at the concluding session of
the three-doy convention of the Americen Zionist Labor mévement here. During the
period of trusteeship the Jewish Agency should have control of immigretion, a reso-
lution edopted by the convention stated. It elso demended of the ted Notions
thot they pledge that a Jewish commomwealth will be set up in Palestine with free
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immigration and with ne discrimination between any Palestine inhabitants on grouuds
of race, religion or language.

The tion also d ded the establishment of a World Jewish Represen:.
tution which is to have Meither the stotus of a givernment-in-exile or membershiz
amurg +the United Natisns." The projected body would, among ctEer thinge, ccoperite

in =he economic reconstruction of Jewish life and represent Jewish interecsts in
such internetional bedies as mey be set up for relief, resett nt, migration,
colonizetion end eccnomic readjustment. ;

Other resolutions demended unrestricted rights for all refugees and depor-
tees to return to their places of residence; compersation for individual or commu=

'-: nal Jewish property confliscated by the Axis and the granting of adequate pensions
', 4o widows end orphans of Jewish victims of the Axis powers.

The meeting also suggested that one ceniral Jewish agency for post-wor re-
lief ond reconstruction be zstabliched as a cection of the World Jewish Represens
tetion. It pledged full support -j¢ +he projected American Jewish Assembly and
urged that en organizetional link be established between the Assembly and jmericon
Jewish relief agenciess

United Notions Asked to Pledge Restoration of Rights to Jews in Europe

NEW YORK, March 28.(JTA)-~ The Government of the United Stabtes end the
lenders of the United Nations were called upon todsy to clarify their position in
regard to the complete rcestoration of the rights of the Jewish minority populstions
in European lands and towerds the task of upbuilding a "gelf-governing Jewisk Folas-
tine." This demand was voiced by Dr. Israel Goldsiein, president of the Jewisp No-
tional Fund of Americs, at a dinner in his honor terdered by the Order Sons of Zion
on the dc{:stm of his tenth year as president of the Jewish Netional Fund.

Dr. Cheim Weizmann, president of the World Zionist Organization, and Senator
Alben Barkley, majority leader of the Senate, also urged the creetion of o Jewish
homeland in Pelestine after the war. Other speskers included Rabbi Meyer Berlin,
president of the World Mizrachi Orgenization and a member of the praesidium of the
Jewish National Fund in Jerusalem ond Judge Louis E. Levinthal, president of the
Zionist Organizetion of America.

Governor Thomas E, Dewey sent o messoge praising Palestine's contribution
%o the Allied war effort ond hailing the leadership of. Dr. Goldstein during the
last ten years "in a progrem which has resulted in the resettling of thousands of
homeless Jewsa" : &

REFORM CONGREGATIONS HONOR FOUNDER ISAAC MAYER WISE

-» -
 NEW YORK, March 28.(JTA)-- The ennual Iseac Mayer Wise Founder's Day Service
was held here today et the Central Synagogue under the auspices of the New York
Federation of Reform Synagogues in cooperation with the New York City Alumni of
the Hebrew Union College. Dr, Sidney 8, Tedesche of Union Temple of Brooklyn wes
the principel speaker, Thirty reform synagogues were repr ted

In 1873, Isaac Mayer Wise founded the Union of American Hebrew Congregabions
of which the New York Federation of Reform Synagogues is en agency. The Hebrew
Union College was founded in 1875 by Isaac Mayer Wise, and in 1889, he established
the Central Conference of American Rabbiss ey : 5



