-
|
|

JEWISE TELEQRAPEHIC AGENCY

~ 108 EAST 41s STREET. NEW YORK CIIT —

VOL, X, NO, B5 : Mondey, March 8, 1943

}

NEGOTIATIONS TO TRANSFER 4,500 JEWS FROM BULGARIA TO PALESTINE REFORTED BROKEN DOWN

ISTANBUL, March 7.(JTA)=- The negotiations between the Bulgarien and the
British Governments for the emigration of 4,000 Jewish children end 500 adults
from Bulgerie to Palestine have broken down, it was reported here today.

The report was earried by the Nazi Transoceen news agency in the form of
an officiel communique issued by the Bulgarihn suthorities in Sofias on Thursday,
(A statement issued by British-offieielquartersin Weshington on Thursday said
thet "information has just come through thet 4,000 Jewish children and 500 adults
are to leave Bulgarie for Pﬂlestlnsoag

hscording to the report disthibuted here today by Transocean, the Bulgarien
authorities stated in;their dommunique that “technical details have arisen which
preclude the possibility of realizing the plan for the emigration of 4,500 Jewish
children and adults to Palestine." The negotiations with the Bulgerian Government
vere carried on by Swiss diplomats who represent British interests in Bulgaria.

DEFORTED NORWEGIAN JEWS WORKING IN MINES IN POLAND; HALF OF DUTCH JEWS IN CAMFS

STOCKHOLM, March 7T.(JTA)=- About 600 Norwegien Jews who were deported on
a Nagi prison ship to Germeny, from where they were subsequently transferred to
Poland, have arrived in Upper Silesies, sccording to reliable information reaching
here today.

The report stated that most of the men emong the deporteecs have been gent
to work in the coal mines near Katowices A second transport earrying 120 Jews
left Oslec last month, but no - word has bu‘n received here concerning the vessel,

The Swedish press today oarries reports that as a result of the desperate
shortage of man-power the Germen cooupiticn authorities in the countries of Western
Burope have halted the deportation of Jews to Poland and oooupied Russia and, insteac
are using them to build fortificetions in coastal regions where an Allied invesicn

is feared.

The German radio heard here today reported that nine Jews were exeouted in
Berlin last Thursday on the charge of "making preparetions to commit high treason,”
The Berlin radic also broadeast thet one half of all the Jews in Holland have been
.gent %o foreed labor and are being held in speoial "Jewish camps.”

Nazi commisser Sehmidt, addressing o public meeting in Utrecht, Holland,
severely attacked the Dutoh Catholic Chureh for the active resistance which it
displeys egeinst the perseoution of Jewss "Why do the churches pray for Jews,
when hundreds of thousands of Germens are being killed?" he asked; acecrding to
a report appeering in e pro=Nezi Dutch paper received here.
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BRITISH GOVERNMENT REFORTED TO HAVE AGREED TO JOINT PARLEY WITH UsS, ON REFUGEES

LONDON, March 7.(JTA)=- The British Government has socepted the United
States proposel for a preliminery conference to discuss ways and means of facili=
tating the emigration of thousends of Jews facing extermination in Nezi or Nezi=-
-~ held terrivory, it was reliably learned here la ghts

In the Americen note, sent by Undersecretary of State Sumner Welles last
week, 1t wes suggested that the conference be held in Ottawa, but ae far as could
be learned here today, the place of the meeting and the-eompositionof the British
delegation are still under considerations.

; GEN, GIRAUD PROCLATMS EQUAL RIGHTS FOR JEWISH WOMEN IN CIVIL SERVICES

LISBON, March 7.(JTA)=- "Franmce knows not racial prejudices,” the radio
stotions in Algeria and French Morcooco commented today in broadeasting the deeree
issued by Gen. Gireud during the week-end giving equal rights to Jewish women in

—HNorth-Africa in-certainbranches of the Fremchoivitservices——

"It has been reported to me," the decree read, "thaot some women end girls
; of the Jewish religion have been for that reason eliminated by the employment offioce.
g from the nursing services, the telegraph services end the automobile servicess That
P is a situation that is inadmissible at & time when the army has need for the help
of all, The Commender-in-Chief thereby ordersthat any women or girl capable of
" serving, be engaged within the limits of the necessary needs and without any gues=
tion of race or religion,"”

(The New York Times todey reported from Algerias thet the Giraud government
has issued an order declaring that there is to be no religious or racial disorimi-
netion in North Africa.)

SOVIET GOVERNMENT ASKED ALTER AND ERLICH TO LEAD JEWISH ANTI-NAZI CAMPAIGN

LONDON, March T.(JTA)=- The Soviet Government, prior to executing Victor
Alter and Henryk Erlich, the two Jewish labor leeders from Poland, negotiated with
them to organize and lead the Jewish enti-Fascist Committee now in existence in
: Russin, it was disclosed today in a statement issued by Semuel Zygelboim, Jewish
E lebor member of the Folish National Councils

The statement decleres that after Alter and Erlich were released in September
| 1941, they were visited by e high Soviet official, Col. A. Wokowysky, who, in be=
helf of the Commissariat for Internal Affeirs, assured them that their arrest had

| been & mistake. They were given rooms in a Moscow hotel and it was proposed that
+they orgenize, in Russis, & Jewish committee to fight Hitlerism which would have

branches in other countriess

Alter and Erlich agreed to this proposal. It was arrenged that Erlich shoul:
be the ohairman of the committee, Alter the seerctary and S. Michoels, the famous
Russian-Jewish sctor, the vice-chairman.. The plan was epproved by the Commlsser
for the Interior, L.P. Berias, who personally conferred with the two Polish-Jewish
Socialist leaders, and wes submitted for Stalin's personal approval at the request
of Alter and Erlich. While ewniting Stalin's sanction,the two men were evacusted
from Moseow to Kuibyshev on' October 15, 1941 together with foreign diplomats and
government offices. On December 4, while sitting with friends in the Grand Hotel
in Euibyshev, Alter was onlled to the telephone. He informed his friends thet he
ond Erlioh had been invited to come at once to the offices of the Commissarist for
Internal Affairs. They left at 12330 steting that they would return soon, They

were never seen ageins
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— UNITED JEWISH AFFEAL-COLLECTED §560;300,006 DURING FERIOD FROM 1839 TO 1942

NEW YORK, March 7.(JTA)=- From the date of its inception as the unified,

fund-raiging instrument of American Jews to she end of 1942, the United Jewish Ap=

peal colleoted in cosh a total of $50,300,233,08, it was announced here today by
U.J A hesdquarters. This sum was distributed es follows emong the three consti=
tuent agenciess the Joint Distribution Committee received $25,458,227,560; the
United Palestine Appeal, $13,617,006458; the National Refugee Service, $10,975,000.

In making public the figures of the contribution of the Jews of the United

- Stetes toward meeting the problem of Jewish survival during the four-year period

of the greatest devestation and distress for Jewish communities in many parts of
the world, the United Jewish Appeal emphesized that mueh larger funds will be needed
in 1943 for overseas rehabilitation end wer relief, inoreased immigretion to end
defense of Palestine end for assistance to refugees in the United States.

HIAS CONVENTION PROCLAIMS §1,000,000 DRIVE; ASKS ACTION 10 SAVE JEWS IN EUROFE

NEW YORK, March T.(JTA)-- & plea to the U.5. Government and to leaders of
the United Nations and of neutral lands to teke speedy action to save the Jews in
Europe from Nazi extermination wae voiced here todey in & resolution adopted by the
58th anmuel convention of the Hias, the Hebrew Sheltering and Immigrant Aid Scolety,
attended by 2,600 delegates representing 1,000 religious, lebor and fraternal organi=
zations, 7
The convention also adopted a resclution pledging itself "to raise the sum
of $1,000,000 for the conduet of Hias activities at home and sbrosd during 1943 and
to prepare plans end an apparatus for the solution of Jewish emigration problems
after the war," A pledge to "give their all to the cause of America's end the United
Nations' victory” was given by the delegates in a resolution which saluted President
Roosevelt "with reverent affeotion."

Impressive memorial exeroises for the Jews massacred by the Nazis were hedd
during the meeting which wes eddressed by U.S. Senator James M, Mead, Congressman
Emanuel Celler end other prominent speskers. Mr. Abraham Hermen, president of the
Hias, moved the audience to tears when be:told.of the plight of the Jews in Nesi
countries and how the Hias was responsible for helping thousands of them to reach
the United States and cther countries of safety. ILsass L. Asofeky, executive diree-
tor of the Hias, reported on the sctivitles of the Hias here and abroad.

Deoides to Call Conferenee on Post-Wer Emigration

A eonference of interested and qualified organint}ona to consider the prob-
lems of Jewish emigration that will arise after the war, will be ealled by Hies ac=
cording %0 a resolution adopted by the tion in which the "formulation of a
sultable and effective program of action and undertaking the training end equipment
of the necessary spparatus which is to commense ite large scele rescue work when the
hour of victory and deliversnce strikes, were urged.

The role which Hias machinery will be called upon to play in the solution
of the postewar Jewish emigration problems was disoussed in e paper submitted to
the convention by Mr. Max Gottschalk, director of the Research Institute - on Pence
and Post-War Problems of the Ameriecan Jewish Committee and president of the Hins=
Ioca Emigration Assooiation. He emphasized that the Hias will have &n extensive
orgenization in readiness to step in immediately after the wer is won. Hims com=
mittees, he said, are still in exist in some tries now under Nazi domina=
tion, ™We know they exist in Polapd, lhmg!.a, Hungery, Belgium, France, Shanghai
and probably in some other countries also, he deelared.




