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IMPORTANCE OF PALESTINE IN EXPECTED NEAR EAST BATTLE DISCUSSED IN WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON, Feb. 20. (JTA)-- The importence of Palestine irn the defense of
the Suez Cenal wes emphesized in politicsl circles here todey in comnection with the
expected Nazi drive towsrd the Suez from Libya and » possible Germen thrust into
Turkey.

The ebb and flow of war in the Libyen desert, according to informetion reach-
ing here, indicetes that if the Germans cen achieve superiority in sir snd mechanized
lend units for en eppreciable pericd of time, they may be able to seriously threaten
the British navel base at Alexsndria snd the Suez Canal. In that case, it is empha-
sized here, the role of Pelestine will become even more important than hitherto since
the Allied forces would be thrown beck on Palestine which gusrds the Suez Canal. In-
formation received in Weshington leeds many here to believe thet it is not impossible
thet the Germens mey attempt & sea and sir ettack sgeinst Egypt in conjunction with
renewed pressure {rom Libys.

Anticipeting that the decisive battle which will change the map of the world
end elter the boundaries of nations will be fought in the Neer Eest, some querters in

- Weshington edvence the opinion that the United Nations must under all circumstences

secure the full-hesrted support of the locel populetion there. The Jews in Palestine
must be permitted to arm and the Arebs must be won over to the Eritish side, they urge.

Reports reaching Washington state that Nazi propegande avong the Arabs in
Pelestine end Syrie is inecreesing daily, resching the remotest Arab settlements. This
propegende is being conducted not only through broedcasts in Arahic from Axis redio
stetions but slso through whispering cempaigns conducted by pro-Axis Arads in public
places end through the spreading of leaflets by Axds sgents working epparently under
smuggled instructions from the ex-Mufti of Jeruselem who is mow in Hitler's employ.

(The New York Times today in a cable from its correspondeni in Syrie reports
thet serious Germen offensives are awaited in the Near Bast, the armed forces of the
Uni te:! Hetions are poorly equipped and they hope for more aircraft, tanks and munitions
from Znglan® and the Undted Sub_u.} ¥

ZURICH, Feb. 20. (JTA)-- Negi suthorities in the occupied Ukraine are now
registering Jewish ertisens end quelified workers with & view of tremsporting them to

‘factories in the Germen interior, as & rouu:l.t of the ecute shortege of labor there,

it was reported here today.

The report states that the first group of £00 Jewlsh workers from Foltava snd
Krementchug hes already been sent %o Vienne end essigned to factories there. They
will not be permitted to maintein any contect ever with locel Jews.




. ing system to all Palestine cowmunities was diecussed today at a conference between

- the Palestine government will shortly place all basic commodities under o rationing

NUMBER OF JEWS AMONG U.S. SATLORS AND MARTNES HELD BY JAPANESE
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JEWISH WORKERS ARRESTED IN LODZ FOR STRIKING AGAINST INSUFFICIENT BRKAD RATIONS
e A e A e S oo Sl ooy Lol ChEnD FhIIVRS

LONDOH, Peb. 20. (JTA)-- Sixty-five Jewish weivers were errested by the Nezi
edministretion in Lodz sod semt to 8 concentration cemp as punishment for their perti-
cipetion in e strike ageinst insufficient bread retions, Polish Government circles
raported here todwey.

Reports resching the Polish Government here from eccupied Polend stete that
there are now 150,000 Jews crowded into the Lodz ghetto. "The Jewish ghetto in
Lodz, in addition to being the largest in the world, next to the ghetto in Wersew,
is slso the worat as fer as the food situation is concerned," one report informs.
Another report says that while the death rete smong Jews in the Lodz ghetto shows the
Seme inecresse e in other ghettos in Poland, the birth rate there is the lowest in
the country. In the course of three months there were only eight children born in
the Lodz ghetto, the report reveels.

Jews Forbidden to Wesr Sidecurls; 102,000 Jews in Warsew af Forced Labor

In the Cracow distriet, according to one report, en order wes issued by the
Nezis forbidding Jews to wear sidecurls., Jews violsting this order sre to be punished
by heevy fines and imprisomment. The Jewish Commnity of Bochnia, near Cracow,was
compelled by the loeal Nazi suthorities to publish this order at its own expense.

There were 102,000 Jews working at forced labor in Warsew at the end of 1841,
the information from occupied Polend reveels. They included Jewish men and women
eged from 16 to 60. In addition some 15,000 Jewish boys under eixteen yeers of age
were employed at forced labor in Warsaw. There are about 1,800 non-Jewish residents
in the karsew ghetto including 1,540 Catholies. For the latter there is one Catholie
church which the Nezis ellow to be opened on Sundays for ome hour cnly.

The leck of mediesl supplies in the Jewish ghettos in Polend is causing a
sharp increese in deaths which could under mormal circumstences be prevented, one of
the reports received here emphasizes. The rcport informs thet during the lest three
months of 1941 about 450 patients died in the Jewish hospital in Wersaw chiefly be-
eeuse of lack of medicines. The seme hospitel housed 2,757 Jewish patients et the
end of 1941. The mortality wns even greater in the children'c hospitel where of the
741 patients confined during the lest quarter of 1941 about 24 percent are reported
to heve died.

EXTRNSION OF FOOD RATIONING IN PALESTINE DISCUSSED WITH HICH COMMISSIONER

JERUSALEM, Feb. mj.' (JTA)-- Extension and intensification of the food ration-

Sir Harold MacMichael, the High Commissioner for Palestine and representatives of the
three Palestine commnities - the Jews, the Arabs and the British. The Jewizh sopa-
lation was represented at the hearings by Dr. Judeh Magnes, the Arabs by Amin Bey and
Abdul Hadi end the British by the Anglicen Bishop of Palestine. It is expected that

system end will fix prices of most of them,

NEW YORK, Feb. 20. (JTA)-- A number:of Jewish officers end enlisted men from
severcl Eestern states are included in the 14st of 2,209 seilors, marines and civil-
ians whom the Nevy revealed yesierday are in the hands of the Japanese. Among those
captured at Guem when thet island wes overwhelmed by the Jap invaders was Lieu-
tenant, Mack Leonard Gottlied, & physicien from New York City, whose father, Leon |
Gottlieb, is a member of the editorial staff of the Jewish Daily Formrd.
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GERMANS CONDEMN AGED 'POLISH RABEI 70 DEATH AS LEADER OF ANTI-NAZI SABOTEURS

LONDON, Feb. 20. (JTA)-- Cheim Moise Arbez, 72-yesr-old Rebbi of Bychawek
in Bastern Poland, hes been condemned to death by & Germen military court on
the cherge that he was leading a bend of enti-Nezi seboteurs, it wes learned today
by Polish circles here.

The venersble rabbi, sccording to the reports received by the Polish sources,
was fbund guilty of orgenizing resistance to the Cerman euthorities end of possessing
fire erms in violation of a Nazi regulation thet ell erms he surrendered. Cestepo
ogents testifying et the trial stated thet "Rabbi Arbez wes the leeder of e group of
Jewish end Polish workers who went sbout the countryside burning heystecks end kill-
ing cattle requisitioned by the Germens."

The Rebbi was captured lest Saturdey in a forest vhere the Nazis seid he wes
hiding with ten Jews end six Poles. Two of these were slso taken, but most of the
group escaped. At the court proceedings the Nazi prosecution officials produced a
long list of ects of sebotege which they ascribed to the Rabbi end his followers.
Called upon to testify, the eged leader would neither sdmit nor deny the Nazi elle-
gations. All efforts to meke him speesk were unevailing. Among the Rebbi's compan-
ions who succeeded in eluding cepture wes his son-in-law, who 'is also an orthodox
Jew.

SLAV_JEWS MOVED TO CHHP T THEIR BEING FREED BY GUERRILLAS

ANKARA, Feb. £0. (JTA)-- Fearicg further raids by Serbien guerrilla units
attempting to liberate Jewish prisoners confined in special Jewish concentration
camps, the Nazi suthorities in Yugoslavie have ordered the trensfer of 12,000 Yugo-
slavien Jews from various cemps to barracks near Parac'nin, secording to reportl :
reaching here today.

The b ks are surrounded with electrified berbed wire in order to prevent
the escape of eny of the Jewish internees. Cssec of Serbien guerrilla fighters
attacking concentration cemps and liberating the Jews confined there have been repor-
ted here during the lest féw weeks ms part of the enti-leai sctivity of the pertisan
units. The liberated Jews are joming the pertisens emong whom ere meny Jewish offi-
‘cers and doctors.

TEL AVIV, Feb. 20. (JTA)-- The Pslestine government hes sgreed to admit Fu-
menien end Hungerien Jewish children under sixteen yeers of ege, despite the fect
that their netive countries are at war with Britein, it wes snnounced today by Elihu
Dobkin, head of the immigration depertment of the Jewish Agency, eddressing & meeting
ol th. Herkaz m’a.h. Histedruth immigretion eid group here.

A resolution at-ltihg that the present immigration schedule wes too smell to
edequately meet the needs of the country end the wer effort, wes edopted by the Mer-
kez Aliyeh. The group elso asked the Palestine Government to admit the 769 Rumanien
mnmmammmmms&. B\mtna’rurkuhport

5 ~ The first luuu of the Athrauou Commission, set up under the new labor
lew that went into effect on Jemuery 1, also was held here today. It is attempting
to settle the dispute between the Palestine Potash Co. end the trensport cooperative.

5
i



1A NES P g ® o/e0/42

URUGUAY MODIFIES BAN ON FOREIGN LANGUAGES FOLLOWING JEWISH REPRESENTATIONS

MONTEVIDEO, Feb. 20. (JTA)-- Acting on & plea by local Jewish leaders, the
Govermment of Uruguey hes decided to reverse & recent decree end will permit the
use of the Jewish lenguage in the redic end the press as well as the lengueges of
nations at war with the Axis powers, it wes amnounced here today.

In meking this emnouncement, a Government spokesman informed the correspon-
dent of the Jewlsh Telegraphic Agency thet representations on the pert of the Jewish
Community in Uruguey were chiefly responsible for the Govéroment's decision to modify
the original decree which prohibited foreign-lenguege broadcasts end the publicetion
of foreign-lenguage newspapers. "It would have been unjust to silence the derocratie
elements in our country in our attempt to stop enti-demoerstic propagenda,™ the Govern-
ment spokesmen said. The original ben, which was aimed chiefly at pro-Axis agitation,
remains in force for the German, Itelian and Japenese lef Jiages.

500 JEWLSH REFUGEES FROM EUROEE REACH NEW YORK; 400 LANDED IN HAVANA
NEW YORK, Feb. 20. (JTA)-- A group of 300 Jewish refugees from Surcpe landed

today in New York after a three-week voysge from Lisbon through North Africs and the
British West Indies.

The steamer which brought. the group sailed from Lisbon on Jenuary 24, tut
| etopped at the island of Jamaica where she disemberked 150 Polish Jews and at Havans
where she landed 400 refugees of other nationalities. The refugees were helped to
escape from Europe by the Joint Distribution Committee. It iz estimated that enother
thousand holders of visas to oversea lands will be enabled ‘hrough the JDC to leave
Europe within the next few weeks.

POSITION OF J N = E SHOULD BE CONSIDERED WOW, PROF. NIEBUHR URGES

NEW YORK, Feb. 20. (JTA)-- The position of the Jews in post-war Burope is
"by no meens the least of the many problems of post-war reconstruction” with which
we must desl now, declares Reinhold Niebuhr, professor at the Union Theological
Seminery, in the current issue of The Nation. Stating that the problem of what is
to become of the Jews is importent becsuse "the very quality of our civilizetion is
~ involved in the solution,” Prof. Nelbuhr, in the first of a series of two articles,
outlines a progrem for the solution of the Jewish problem.

Those Jews who wish to become assimilated in the nations in which they live

~end who wish topreserve their Jewishness as s religisn and n culture rather than as

&8 nationality must be allowed to do so, Prof. Niebuhr states. But that in itself

. will not solve the Jewish question, he mainteins, since the Jews are a "nationality"
amd they must be accorded the right to a "colleotive survival." Recognition of this
right would lead, Prof. Niebuhr writes, to "s more generous scceptence of the Zionist

‘progrem & correct in prineiple, however much it may have to be qualified in practice.”

IV, FEB. 20, (JTA)-- Moshe-Bunim Justman, prominent Jewish journalist
he editors of the Wersew Jewish daily "Hajnt," who was known to tens of
 Jews in Poland under his pen-name Yeushaohn, died here today from a heart
e 54 yoars old. He left Poland efter the outbreak of the war in 19359
| cocupation, * :




