NEW YORK, Feb, 18, (JTA} -- Asserting in a resclution its readiness to reopen
negotiations for a United Jewish Appeal, the Americen Jewish Joint Distribution Committes
at an extreordinery meeting todsy launched a nationsl cempaign for $11,250,000 for the
relief end rehebilitetion of Jews ebroad.

The meeting, which heerd a message from President Roosevelt expressing his admir-
ation of the J.D.C. end wishing it success, unenimously elected Edward M.H. Werburg as
cheirmern of the J.D.C. in succession to Paul Basrwald, retiring chairman, who was named
honorary chairman, a position he will hold jointly with Mras. Felix M. Warburg. Mr. War-
burg wes alsc chosen a national chairmen of the 1941 J.D.C. cempaign, to serve with Dr.
Jonah B. Wise.

The President s message, read to the some 1,000 Jewish commnal leaders from all
parts of the United States who attended the day-long meeting, smid:

®I have long known of the distinguished record of your orgenization for widespread
mmanitarisn service in behelf of the wictims of war and persecution in meny lends overseas.
Because I know that millions of men, women and little childrem lock to you for rescus, for
food, for refuge and agylum, end for surcease from their overwhelming burdens, I am glad
to convey to the extrasordinery meeting of the Jmericen Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
my best wishes for the siccess of its endeavors.

Tfour couse is the cmse of all Americens, for democragy must begin with man's
umenity to man. Through the activities of your orgenization and other Americen agencies
of mercy, dignity, self-respect and hope for a better order of things have been restored
to millions of men md women. They have tius been reminded that they are not alone in
their travail md suffering; that free men and women of good will hope for their liber-
ation and in the mesntime are ready to come to their assistence."

The attitude of the J.D.C. on the question of a united appeal was expressed in
the following resolution:

UThe Joint Distribution Committee has for 26 years dedicated itself to mmeliorating
the plight of Jewish populations of EBastern and Central Burcope and throughout the world.
At this crucial period in world affairs, the Joint Distribution Committee looks to the
continved support of the Jewish citizens of the United States. Without the active,
enthusinstic assistence of local Americen Jewish commmnities, snd a conseserated sense of
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service on the part of every men, womsn and child who can give snd serve, the Joint Distrib-
ution Committee will be unsble to render mn adequate measure of belp th those who are sorely
in need.

®In the last two years, the J.D.C. has been asscciated with the United Palestine
Appeal end the Nationel Refugee Service in a centralized fund-raising cempaign through the
United Jewish Appesl. Earnest efforts to continue the United Jewish Apreal in 1941 tave
thus far come o neught but it is the hope of the J.D.C. that a unified apreal mey still be
possible., Tie major difference of opinion srose with respect to the amounts deemed requis-
ite for the activities of the National Refugee Service. The Joint Distribution Committee
desires to record now, as it bas done in the past, its willlngness to accept any equitable
proposal , whereby tbe primary requirements of the National Refugee Service can be met, and
whereby the Joint Distribution Cormittee, as trustee for the welfare of millions of suffer-
ing, homeless and persecuted Jews tha world Over, cen receive a proper share of the sums
raised in this country.
"At meetings of the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds in Atlonta

from January 31 to February &, representatives of the Joint Distribution Committee expressed
their entire willingness to sccept an arrengement for a fact-finding study of the needs of
the National Refugee Service, provided such a study be undertaken under the supervision of
fair-minded and objective persons, such as the neutral members of the 1540 U.J.A. Allotment
Committee or some other instrumentality acceptable to the three agencies. The Joint

. Distribution Committee steds ready to sbide by the decision of such a group. Tf the United
Palestine Appeal sprees to sbide by the smme recommendaticns, the J.D.C. is prepared. in
concert with representatives of the Welfare Fund communities to engage in any ¢iscussions
leading to the reconsti tution of the United Jewish Appeal for 1341.

UIf, however, such proposals are not accepted by the United Palestine Appeal. the

Joint Distribution Committee is constrained to make independent applications te the various
copuunities in behalf of its own program. In so doing, the J.D.C. recognizes and respects
the existece of welfare funds or similar organized fund-railsing bodies in tle individual
ocommunities which comduct loeal cempaigns on the basis of a centralized, unified solicit-
ation. The Joint Distribution Committee pledges itself to work with such local orgeniz-
ations, end to extend to them its fullest cooperation and support. The Joint Distribution
Committee is convinced that, in turn, Welfare Funds and other communal fund-rmising agencies
will give to the J.D.C. increased support congistent with the enormous and inereased mrduns
now resting upon it."

Other resolutions adopted by the meefing commended Baerweld for his services as :
chairman since 1955 and James N. Rosenberg for his work as chairman of the J.D.C. Executive
Committee, and explained the §11,250,000 quota set for the drive as "both reslistic and 3
attainable,® although tle resl needs of the J.D.C. for 1941 approximated §25,000 000,

Speskers afsthe meeting included Governor Hertert H. Letman, Dr. Faul Ven Zeelsnd,
Mr. Warburg, Mr. Baerwald, Morris C. Troper, chairmsn of the J.D.0.'s Europesn Executive
Conneil; Joseph (. Hymm, executive wige-chairmen of the J.D.C., and Habbi J.H. }'uakstgq,n,
of Congregation KEehilath Jeshurun of New York.

In his address, Gm‘ Lehman linked the work of the J.D.C. in preserving the life, |
- hope and spirit of victims of totelitarien oppression to the world struggie for maintensne
of democracy. "In the Joint Distribution Committee,” he said, "we find a chamnel for the
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exgression of our sympatly, md are enabled not merely to relieve suffering., but to share
with the persecuted emd the driven those inestimeble benefits which the Americen way of 1life
confers upon us, It is not merely that the J.D.C. offers tangible heip--breed for the
mgry , clotking for the nsked, shelter for the homeless, escape for the enslaved. In the
minds of these harassed anl persecuted peoples the J.D.C. is the living symbol of & lend
where there is opportunity end tolerance for ‘all, where all men may enjoy freedom and, un-
hindered, stretch out their hands in compession to the suffering.®

Announcing the election of Warburg as his successor, Baerwsld said that there would
be in Werburg @ assumption of the of fice "no interruption in the comradeship mmd friendship
in the common endemvor throughout the country® of the J.D.C.'s *vast femily.?

Aecepting the clairmanship, Warburg emphasized the readiness of the J.D.C. at all
tines to collaborate with all other egencies, sectarian or non-sectarien, desling with
relief of suffering, ed its specisl responsibility, beyond that, of "helping the Jew who
tirough no fault of his own bas been singled out for discrimination md for persecution.¥

Hymen, snalysing the budgetary requirements of the orgenization for the mext six
months, declared: ®If J.D.C. were no longer bere in 1841, a J.D.C. would have to be created.
A devastating flood is sweeping over Jewish life, snd it will spresd from land to land un-
less we stem md dam it. Our most saered task is to prevent the innocent victims of this
tragedr from lesing #ll their hope, their pride, their self-respect.®

Troper deseribed his experiences as Buropemn relief director for the J.D.C. from fhe
vantage point of Lisbon and snalyzed J.D.C. operations to relieve Jewish distress sbroad.
®Cne million men, women and children in more then fifty countries throughout the world were
assisted by the J.D.G. during 1940," he reported. "In German-occupied Poland alone, the
J.D.C, is bringing deily essistence to 630,000 pecple through 2,000 varicus institutions of
aid."” .

Troper pointed out timt all funds which the J.D.C. remits to Germamy and countries 3
annexed or occupied by Germany are made availsble without sending Mmericsn dollars into these
lands.

United J.D.C., N.H.5. Drive Launched Here

NEW YORK, Peb, 16. (JTA} -~ A joint drive in Greater New York to sid Jews abroad and
for rehabilitation snd resettlement assistence to refugees in America will be conducted this
year by the United New York Appeal for the Joint Distribution Committee and the National
Refugee Service, it was announced last night at a dinner-meeting of the J.D.C. at the Ritz

*caruan Hotel. Dr. Jonah BE. Wise has accepted the chairmanship of the new appeal.

Mnouncement of the 1241 New York City emmpaign follewed addresses by Eve Curie,
noted French writer; Horris C. Troper, Europeen director of the Joint Distribution Committee,
and Edward M.M, Warburg, who presided at the dinner. ;

I, Solomon Lowenstein, J.D.C. vice-president, spesking in bebalf of ths National |
Refugee Service, gave the background of the offer contained in the J.D.C. resclution sdopted
todey at the Hotel Astor meeting with regard to possible resumpticn of a United Jewlish

: g Appenl for 1941.
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JEWS SHIN BUCHAREST STRESTS AS RMORS OF NEW POGROM SPREAD

BUDAFEST, Feb. 16. (JTA) -- While the Rumenien press dally accuses the Jews of having
orgenized against themselves the excesses in Jenuary in which some 2,000 of them were killed,
Jews fear to sppear in the streets of Bucharest as inspired rumors are continually circulated
of apother, bigger pogrom pending, it was reported from the Rumanian capital todas.

Porunca Vremi, lesding enti-Semitic deily of Rumenia, demends that the Jews be placed
in concentration cmaps "in order to avoid a repetition of the disorders.”

A propegenda cempaign in Rumenien newspapers is gradually retouching the official
verasion of the Jemuary insurrection to meke it appear that “Commnists end Jews were
entirely responsible.® =

Typical of tis is an article in Sfama Platra purporting to prove that all pogroms
are "nothing but Jewish propagenda designed to compromise the regime. This is true of the
Bucharest pogrom as it was of the Russian pogroms orgenized during the tzarist regime," the
paper declares. It vwices the singular convieticn that Jews are never killed during
poproms; they only sqr s0.

U.8. Voices 'Shock' At Excesses

HEW YORK ~ Feb. 16. (JTA) -- The United States Government has expressed to the Ruman- |
ien Government its "indignation md shock® over ths "unspeakable cutrages® of the Iron Guard
lagt month, Secretary of State Cordell Hull revealed.in a letter, mede public todwy, to
Dr. Stephen 5. Wise, president of the Americen Jewish Congress, in reply to the Congress s
appenl for intercession with the Bucharest authorities.

"] nead bardly tall you," Secretary Hull wrote, "this Government looks with horror
on atrocities of this sort snd that it regards them as mother manifestation of the unprec-
edented copditions that unfortunately now prevail in certain Buropemn countries. y

"This Government has brought to the attention of the Rumanian Government the indign-
dtion and shock with which tbe news of these atrocities was received by this Government.®?

Bucterest Jews Seek Bri bfah Legation's Add

BUDAPEST, Feb. 16. (JTA) -- The British Legation at Pucharcst was said by a diplomat
just arrived from Rumania to be packed with Jews ®pleading to be allowed to accompany" "
departing Britons. "But even il the Legation gave them visas for Falestine,® the envay
declared, Ytle Rumanians would refuse to issue passports.®

; . B20 Jews Bail From Constanza ;

& =i

'RDMB, TFgbe 16, (JTA) -- Tie Penama-flagged stesmship Darien JT sailed from Constenza |

last nipght trangporting 690 Jews emigrating from Rumania, according to Ttalian dispatches
from Bucharest.



