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PEASANTS, AHMED WITH CRUDE WEAFONS, SAVED 1,000 JEWS FROM BUCHAREST POGROM

(Bditor's Note: This is the fourth of a series of uncensored, eyewlitness
stories of the Iron Guard uprising in Rumania, in which thouseands of
persons lost their lives in one of the most barbarous messacres in history.

A It is the first deteiled account to reach the ocutside world on the events

last week in Bugharest.)

S0FIA, Feb. 2. (JTA) -- Rumanien peasents, defying Iron Guard mersuders with rabbit
guns, clubs end stones, transformed their little village of Dudesti Coplea into a safe
haven for an estimated 1,000 Jews during the Bucharest pogrom last week.

The ungselfish metion of the peasents was one of the most stirring incidents which
ogcurred during the terrible hours of Wednesdey and Tiursdey of last week when the Guard-
ists attacked the Jewish quarter.

e The village is on tbe cutskirts of Bucharest, not far from tie periphery of the
Jewish area of the cepital. It is populated by peasant dairymen whose wives come into
Bucharest on little troikes every morning to distribute milk throughout the eity.

On Wednesdey night the inhsbitents of the village sent emissaries into the Jewish
quarter with offers of senctuary to amyone sble to escape. This correspondent was unsble
to learn how mmy Jews were sble to take adventage of the willagers' offer but their number
myst, bave been near & tlousand.

Hot & single Jew who sought refuge in the villege ceme to eny harm. The milkmen and
Jeasmts, ammed with shotguns customarily used for shooting rebbits, formed a cordon around
the village and resolutely refused to let sy Guardists enter it. ; )

The pogrom produced meny other heroes snd martyrs, both Christian end Jewish. Meny
Christians were killed or wounded when they attempted to save the lives of Jews and
literally thousmds devoted themselves during the“massacre to the protection of threatened
Jewlsh interests. The most common instence of heroism wes that practised by many Christisns
who went to live in the homes of Jewish friends in order to appear in the doorwsys when the
Guardist killers arrived end trick them into believing the house was occupied by a Christian
Femily. Meny lost their lives when the Guardists discovered they had been duped snd that
tiey were sheltering Jews.
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The outstending Christian haro probsbly was a Rumanien officer whose neme this
correspondent was unsble to leam.

The officer, a refugee from Bessarebia, bad been living with Jewish friends in Buch-
arest since h. . demobilization from the Rumanian Army at the end of November. Since be had
not received orders to join his Army unit and essist in putting down the rebellion he was

+ at home on the night of Jan. 22 when the messacre got under way.

He hastily donned nis uniform end armed himself with a revolver when it beceme cbvious
that the Cuardist mobs would visit the house. Ordering his friends to hide in the cellar,
he welted near the doorwsr until the mob begen pounding on it. Be then flung it open and
barring the w— with cutstretched arms wamed the Greenskirts not to enter. He admitted
that the housc was owned by Jews but pointed cut that he was a Rumsanian Army officer who
hed been given senctuary by Jewish friends after the loss of Bessarsbia to Russia. He
appealed to the marsders to put down their arms, go home and cesse killing.

For a moment the mob surging in front of the house was silent. Then someone shouted
YJew lover.” Others begen to lmugh and lurl insults at the officer. Pulling out his
revolver, the officer warmed he would shoot the first man attempting to cross the threshold.
& Before he had . cmnce to carry cut his threat somecne in the mob shot him dead end the
Guardists surged into the house across his body. They found the Jews in the cellar and,
needless to sey, killed all of them. The Guardists stripped the house of all valuables,
sprinkled the floors snd wells with gasoline and set it afire.

The Jewish hero who towered sbove all others was a Habbi Gutmenn, who refused to be
_cowed by the Guardists end stood in the doorwsy of his house, thundering wamings of God's
“wrath.

His wife being ebsent, Do picked up his two young children and holding them in edither
arm appeared fearlessly in his doorwsy when the Guardists approached the house. mob

g o5 teken aback for a moment when the luge, bearded man begen to scold them for their folly,
showing no interest whatever in his owm safety.

The rebbi failed, =s did the lieutenant, to bring the mobsters to their senses.
After a brief -ericd of hesitation, Guardists fired several shots at Gutmann but when he
failed to fall the mob becme confused and left without ransacking the house. °

Relisble witnesses of the incident told this correspondent that en old women, who
had been ceught by the mob lyasteria and bad trailed along with the Guardists, suddenly fell
to her knees at the sight of the venersble rebbi upbraiding the throng before her eyes.

+ Apparently ccnfusing the rebbi.with en orthodox priest--both wear beards end similar
vestments--the crazed old women cried out "Father, don't condemm us all. We ere not all

guilty.? " : 5

o Gutmann, himself half-crezed with emotion; staggered back into the house where he
discovered that the Guardist bullets had killed both of his children but only creased his
body in several places. i 7

» Refusing to succumb to his grief, the rabbi then beceme the Moses of the Jewish %
community, visiting stricken”homes and giving comfort to the victims. Last Fridey, Saturdey
and Sundsy after quiet had been restored, it was this rabbi who officiated at most of the
Jewish funerals. On Fridey he resd the funeral service at the burisl of his own little somns
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All Bucharest devoted last week-end to the burial of the dead. The ecity resounded
to the toll of churchbells end the clatter of horse-drawn hrarses as thousends of desd
were transported to various cemeteries. Every clurch remained open 24 hours daeily for
funeral services end to permit the bereaved to pray. The Jews were deprived of even this
consolation, bowever, as not a single synegogue was left in all Bucharest except those
which escaped destruction because they were occupied as barracks by Germesn troops. These
were not availsble for religious services.

INTOLERANCE MENACES ALL AMERICANS, FINKELSTEIN TELLS WELFARE PARLEY

ATLRITA, Feb. 2. (JTA) —- A warning that religious intolersnce "must be exposed
and resisted” as a "threat to mll Americens® was woiced todey by Dr. Louis Finkelstein,
president of the Jewish Theologicel Seminery, at a session of the eighth annual general
assenbly of the Council of Jewish Federations snd Welfare Funds. The conference opened
at the Biltmore Hotel here last night with some 500 Jewish welfare end communal leaders
present.

ng a lunch sion on "Cooperation of Religious Faiths for Americen
Democracy ,® under the chairmanship of Alen M. Stroock, of the American Jewish Committee's
survey comuittee, Dr. Finkelstein said:

"Every one of us, Catholic, Protestant or Jew, owes too much tc our comtry to
permit himself o become an l.nstrunant (bowever unwitting) in the destruction of her
liberties. The attack on any group is en attack on all. for America knows no majority
md minority . We are all minorities, md we are all members of the totality of America.
Americe has mesnt to us all freedom, oprortunity, end an opportunity for creative life.
The preservation of America and ker institutions constitute m moral imperative for us.
Any threat to her saefety is a threat to civilization itself."

: Other sokeduled speskers at todsy's sessions were Mrs. Vera Micheles Deen, of the
Foreign Policy Association; Williem J. Shroder, chairman of .the Council's Board; Jacob
Blaustein, president of the Overseas News Agency; Dr. Solomon Lowmstein, Council treasur-
er, Sidney Hollender, Oouncil president, and H.L. L\u-‘la who delivered lis report’as
e:ulcut.'l.vo director. : -

Disgussion of "Social Plamning for Defense® featured the opening session last night
of the three-dey sssembly. Jotm M. Schiff, chairman of the Jewish Welfare Board's Army
md Navy Committes, reported that the committee had undertaken "intensive orgsnization

of Jewish communities, primerily near cantonments” in order to maintain the "oivilien
spirit" emong the draitees. .

Other speekers last night were Robert E. Bondy, president m'.‘ the National Soecial
Work Council, end Edward M.M, Warburg, who presided.

WEIZMANN IN LISON BN ROUTE T0 NEW YORK

Lissod, Feb. 2. (JTA) -- Dr, Chaim Weizmenn, president of the Jewlsh Agency, has
arrived in Lisbon en route to Mew York. While here he conferred with Jewish relief end
 emigration of ficials. ;
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LONDON, Feb. 2. (JTA) -- Early issuence by the British Govermment of a statement
on the projected Falestine Army corps and the war aims with regard to the Holy Land was
predicted tody by Reynolds News, which seid the statement would ¥once again attempt to
hold the balmoe between Jews and Arebs.” The Government was also expected, tle newspaper
+ said, to meke an "importent readjustment of the Palestine Administration.”

REPORT 1,000 JEWISH FAMILIES TO BE SETTLED IN BIRO-BIDJAN THIS YEAR /

STOCKHOLM, Feb, 2. (JTA) -- Soviet newspapers reported todsy thot 1,000 more Jewigh
femilies will be settled on ccoperative farms in the Biro-Bidjan ares of Soviet Siberia
during the current year. Four new settlements will be established in the seme period,
tie papers said. i

FUNBRAL RITES HELD HERE FOR SOLOVEITGHIK, NOTED TALMUDIST

HEW YORK, Feb. 2. (JTA} -- Funersl services were held todey for Rebbi Moses
Soloveitchik, senior Professor of Talmud at Yeshiva College, who died Fridey at Mt. Sinai
4 Hospitel, at the age of 62, of complications that followed pneumonia.
JEWISH AVIATION SCHOOL OFENS ON LONG ISLAND

EDGEMERE, L.I. Feb. 2. (JTA) -- The Jewish Aviation School end League officially
opened at the Rncknleu( Ajrport here todsy with an initisl class of 25 students. The
school is sponsored by the Brith Trumpeldor, Zionist youth orgmization, end is designed
to aid the national defense movement.

HIAS AIDED 14,000 REFUGEES HERE

KEW YORK, Feb., 2. (JTA) -- More timn 14,000 Jewish refugees of the total admitted
into the United States during 1840 received guidence and assistence from the Hebrew
Immigrant Aid Sociefy . according to a statemsnt made public todsy by the HIAS. Of these,
5,097 received temporary shelter at the Soclety's quarters in Hew York prior to their
departure for various parts of the country.

LONDOM, Feb. 2. (JTA) - A conference on ’.Tensh Education under War-time Conditioma®
was under way at Oxford todey with discussions centering around the pedagogicael and
finenciel difficulties resulting from dislocation of the Jewish educational system through
nerial warfare and evacuation. The conference is being sponsored by the Hoard of Deputies
of British Jews, the Central Committee on Jewish Education snd the Joint Emergency
Committee. HNeville Laski, former president of the Board of Deputies, presided at the open-
ing session, which was addressed by Prof. Selig Brodetsky, president of the Board, and others.

1

HISTADRUTH PARLEY DEFERS ACTION ON POLITICAL ISSUES

TEL AVIV, Feb. 2. (JTA) -- The 20th aoniversary of the Histedruth Council closed
4;Fr1d.qr .postponing until next month its political session. Among the resolutions adopted
were: (1) to proclaim the month of Shevat as the period for a fund-raising campaign to
establish m mgricultursl settlement in southern Palestine in memory of Vice-Mayor Dov Hos
of Tel Aviv; (2) to estsblish a publishing eterprise, with Berl Katsnelson as editor;

_(S} ta take steps for security of superamnuated wrkers.




