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‘ O ORGANTZED ANTI-SEMITISM FOUND IN BULGARIA DESEITE ANTI-JEWISH LAW L

SOFIA, Jen. 19. (JTA)} -- There has been no organized enti-Semitism in Bulgaria since
the third century. Despite the new enti-Jewish lew, there is no organized anti-Semitism today .}

As one Bulgarian Jew put it, "Almost everybody, from King Boris down, is opposed to
anti-%emtism; yet we have an enti-Semitic law.® It is the Bulgarian versionm of appeasement. |

There was no official mention of anti-Semitism in Bulgeria until last August, when - ;.(
Premier Bogdan Filoff and Foreign Minister I. Popoff visited FHitler at Berchtesgaden. During
the visit the German station, Redic Donsu, remarked that Bulgaria could not be = friend of
Germany until she had pessed a law against the Jews.

Iemediately afterward, Interior Minister Peter Gabrovsky, who was master of the Bulgar- !
ien Masonic lodge, asgembled the Bulgarian Masons snd told them that, "in the intereats of i
Bulgaria,® it was best to dissolve the organizetion.

A few weeks later Gabroveky introduced in Farlisment the first anti-Semitic bill in
this country's history. The bill wes opposed by the Association of Bulgarien Writers, the
Bar Association, the Medicel Associstion, the National Workers and the Holy Synod of the

. Ortnodox Church, Even the Officers' Reserve went on record sgainst the bill. |

The only groups in the etire éauntnr who favored the bill were the pro Wazi Ratnik,
the "Combatants for Progress in Bulgeris® end ths Naticnal Youth Legion.. But the total
membership of these orgenizations is fewer then 40,000.

» In Yugoslavia, where German influence is stronger, there has elways been & certain
mmount of anti-Semitism; especislly smong the Croats snd Slovenes, who formerly pertained
to the Austro-Hungarisn empire. Even there, however, anti-Semitism was limited more or less
to tte Germen, Polish end Hungarien Jews, who form less than one-third of the country's
Jewish population of 70,000, The Spenish Jews, who have been living in Yugoslavia over
four centuries asd are almost wholly sssimilated, were excepted from the more stringent
provisions of the anti-Jewlsh law.

: On the other hand, =ore than 90 per cent of Bulgaria's 40,000 Jews are Sephardim who

4 have been living in the country sinee the 16th century, when they were expelled from Spain

~.by the Inguisiticn. Since Bulgaria's liberation from Turkey 62 years ago the Jews have become
8o highly Bulgarized that their traditional Spmish—&bnu dialect, Ladlno is beginning to
disi ppear
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NAZIS ORDER REGISTRATION OF ALL JEWS IN FOLLAND

STOCKHOLM, Jan. 19. (JTA) -- German Commissicner Arttur Seyss-Inguart bas ordered
registration of all persons of Jewish blood in Holland within 350 deys, beginning Jan. 24,
on pain of imprisonment up to five years and confiscation of property, it wes reported
here today.

o FRENCH PRESS HAILS BERGSON; EVEN ANTI-SEMITIC PAPERS JOIN IN FRAISE

VICH, Jan. 19. (JTA) -- Sixteen days after the death of Prof. Henri Bergson, news-
papers in both ocoupied sod unoccupied France continue publishing extensive articles on the
philosopher's 1ife and work, hailing him as "a great Frenclman,® although pleying dowm his
Jewish origin.

A typical article in La Petite Gironde of Bordeeux, in ococupled Fremce, does not
hesitate to declare that Bergson's existence proved the French were not a degenerate people.
Papers which usually engage in Jew-bmiting, such as Candide, join in the chorus of eulogy.

PALESTINE PUTS NEW TAX ON CLTRUS :

] JEAUSAIEM, Jan. 19. (JTA) -- The Government announced todsy a new tex on Palestine
oitrus smounting to E2 per ton, payasble by the 8. The d ot EPDNX-
imately E75,000, will be used by the Government to improve the situation of the citrus
growers.

NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE LAUNCHES ITS FIRST DRIVE FOR FUNDS

CLEVELAND, Jan. 18, (ONA) - Jewish communities all :ver America were called upon to- }
day to eid victims.of racial and religicus persecution who find agy lum in the United States® |
in a message issued by William Rosenwald, President of the National Refugee Service, at the
meeting of the NRS Board of Directors here today. !
i

A national cempaign for funds to continue the work of guiding the immigrants from
refugee ship to citizenship was proclaimed by Rosenwald. This is the first time that
tln National Refugee Service has med.e a direct appeal for funds.

"The Board of Directors of tie Nationael Refugee Service, consisting of community leed-
ers from every section of the United States, suthorized the cempaign at their meeting here
under the chairmmeanship of Prof. Joseph P. Chasberlain of the Columbia University Law
School,® he said.

£ - He pointed out thet discontinuation of the United Jewish Appeal, rﬁ which the
National Refugee Service received its funds in 1939 end 1940, hes made it necessary for the
National Refugee Service to seek funds on its omn behalf.

In a message addressed to community lesders throughout the country, Rosenwald de- ° |
clared that the progrem of aid and guidence of refugees continues to be a primary rupcmnb—
ility. Themks to the recogition of this principle by the Welfare Funds end other campaigns,
the responsidility for the refugees in this country bas remained in channels of private i
philanthrophy, be continued. i

"Thig is the only coordinated- msru for intelligent studnnn of the mmt 'from
refugee sh\p to clusmlﬂn." In Btad
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The Nationel Refugee Service will confer in advance with community leaders to the
axtent of the contributions to be asked for in their localities, it was stated. It was
emphasized that the appeal would in all cases be mede as part of unified local Welfare Fund
sotivities or similar cempal gns.

Tte national drive for finds will be headed by Rosenwald. Executive posts will be
filled by commnity leaders from all parts of the country, including Frof. Chamberlain,
4 Abert D. Lasker of Phicago, I'nuis BE. Kirstein of Boston and Robert K. Straus of New York.

Harry Greenstein, executive director of the Assccisted Jewish Charities of Baltimore, |
told the assembled officinls at yesterdsy's opening session that "the refugee problem is |
not a New York problem but one of national import and responsibility which necessitates a
partnership between the NHational Refugee Service and the rest of the country in support
of the National Refugee Service.?

Prof. Williem Heber, executive director of the NRS, said "we must meintain America
as a oowntry of refuge, " adding: "The National Refugee Service is not solely a relief org-
enizetion. Our work iz not declining. There is every resson to expect full guotas during
1841. We expect 1,000 a month from Germany alcme.! He declared the National Refugee
Service had ended the year with a cash deficit of §300,000.

Williem J. Shroder, cheirman of the board of the Council of Jewish Federations snd
‘ Welfare Funds, said:

®The Jews of America will be judged by tle manner in which they handle the Americen
refuges problem. Whatever is necessary must be done in hendling the problem. Refugees must |
not be excluded from the nommel channels of Americen life if they are to become good Amer- |
icans. We owe it as Americans to prepare the newcomers to enrich Americam life. Our first
duty as Awericena is the support of the Americen needs.®

LISBON, Jen. 19. (JTA) -- The mumber of Jews living in the Government-General mrea
of Neszi-occupied Poland 15 now 1,700,000, sbout.balf of whom require relief in varicus forms,||
agcording to recent advices from Cracow,.

The information wes contained in a letter, dated Dec. ‘20, frem Dr. Tisch, of the
praesidium of the Jewish Sociel Self-Help in Oracow, which said relief funds were meager end
appealed to Jews in the United States to hasten collection of money with which to buy food,
clothing end medicine in neutral countries. The Germen euthorities bave guaranteed shipment |
to Oracow without duty or freight charges, it was said,

According to the sgreed dlstribution yuota, 17 per cent of gift packages received
through the Tnternational Red Cross and the Americen Commission for Folish Relief have been
distributed to needy Jews, the letter said. MAlthough the Jews Form only 10 to 12 per cent
of the population, they receive the increased proportion becsuse their distress is greater
than that of tie Poles, it was said.

12 Pyrless Work Days Ordered For Male Jews in Cracow Ares

ZURICH, Jen. 18. (JTA) -- A1l male Jews over 15 years of age in the Cracow district o

Hazi -occupied Foland will be compelled to serve 12 eight-hour deys in Jenuary without pmy at ||
enow-shoveling under guard; ding to the Erakauar Zeitung..
e (Continued on reverse side)
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GREATESR POST-WAR AID T0 ZIONTSH ASKED OF DRITATN AS MONTREAL PARLEY OPENS

MONTREAL, Jan. 18. (JTA) -- Cpening the 20th national convention of the Zionist Org-
enization of Canada, President A.J. Freiman todsy demended greater assuracce for the Zionist |
caige from Britain after the present war. He adi d sbout 500 delegates assembled at
the Mount Royal Hotel.

"ur first thought now,® Freizen seid, "is to do everything in our power to assure
victory in this war for our great Empire, s victory that will forever destroy the power of
those who seek to dominate the world. When the victory i won--as I know it will be won--
we will ecarry on with new hope and vigor. The Balfour Declaration ceme cut of the firat
Great War. We look forward to more encoursgement and more assursnce for the success of our
cese out of the present war, for it i3 unthinkable that the first victims of Nasism will
be overlooked when the injustices of the world are righted.®

Be added ttat "in tle hapyier world whick Mr. Churchill sees, a happy, progressive
Jewish national homeland in Falestine must bave a distinct place.®

Speaking of the war in Palestine, Freimen asserted: "Let no man doubt that Britain's
enemies will meet a resistance both fierce and loyal should they try to set foot upon the
gaered soil of that strategic British outpost.®

Dr. Nalm Goldmenn, of the Jewish Rga.xw Executive, asserted that "through Paleatine,
Jews are making a specific contribution to the waging of the war.® For the' firat time in
centurios, te sgid, the Jews had "a hemeland where we are sble to defend our rights.®

Messages of greeting were read from Menachem M. Ussisikin, world president of the
Jewish National Fund; Ieib Jaffe, director of the Palestine Foundation Fund, who is now
in Scuth Africa, snd Bdmund T. Kenfmann, president of tie Zionist Orgmisation of America.

A.R.L. AID TO NAZI VIOTTHS PIEDGED AT JEWISH LABOR BODY'S PARLEY

NEW YORK, Jan. 19, (JTA) Willimm Green bas pledged to the Jewiah Labor Committee
the assistence of the Americmn Federaticn of [abor's 5,000,000 members in combating Nasi
parsecution end fipding heven for the viotims of Hitlerism in the Thited States.

e are not 8o engrossed in soatract policies and theories that we fall to hear the
ories of individwl sufferers,” Green told 2,000 persons attending a nationsl conference of
tie copmittes at Camegle Fall on Fridey night. 7"We have exercised cur influemce upon the
Government and have enlisted the aid of the State Department in the mission of mercy of the
Jewiak Labor Committes. We have helped to rescue from tha wrath of the diotators muﬂ
of cutAtanding men of all falths and national ities.

"Four hundred of these refugess have 'bm brought to Mmerica as the guests of our
cowntry . They ere here in fhis hall temight. Thay bave not come to America as immigrants
or gettlers but as temporary visitors to the }md. which throughout its history has been a
baven and a refuge for the cppressed...l am ready, I em anxicus to render amy service that
lies within my po in belmll of those refugess who are driven like animals, whose lives
are sought by a rutbless dictator in the aucupied and uncccupied countries ot continen tal
Eurupe.

President Roocsevelt sent.a message to the conferemce expressing the hope that "the
deliberations will be fruitful of wige cdunsels end constructive action.”




