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 BLUM MAY PLEAD OWN CASE IN WAR GUILT TRIAL; VICHY QUSTS 6 JEWISH OFFICIALS

VICHY, Dec. 10. (JTA) -- Former Premier lLeon Blum, leader of the Popular Front
government, intends to plead his own case in the war guilt trials opening in Riocm next
minth, it was indicated todey.

While ex-Premier Paul Reynaud, ex-Premier Edouard Daladier, ex-Interior Minister
Georges Mandel and General Gustave Gemelin engaged prominent attorneys to defend them,
Blum chose a little-known Paris Jewish lawer of Russian origin nemed Semuel Spenien.

Meanwhile, it was announced that six "maitres de requete" of the Council of State
were dismissed under the enti-Jewish statute of Oct. 18, which bars Jews from public
service. They are Julien Reinach, Pierre Bloch-La Rogue, Christian Valensi, Andre
Helbronner, Michel Pontremoli and Jean Cahen-Salvador.

Reinach was appointed honorary State Councillor end the others were made honorary
Smeitres de requete.® Bloch-La Rogue also resigned as member of the Labor Ministry
staff, together with another officiael of the Lebor Miniatry, Narcisse Netter.

FASCIST ORGAN COMPLAINS OF ITALIANS' RESISTANCE TO ANTI-SEMITISM

ROME, Nov. 25. (JAA-Airmail) -- The continuing opposition to official anti-
Semitism among the Ttaliens is indicated by an article in Roberto Farinacei's newspaper,
I1 Regime Fascista, which denounces persons who refuse to mention the Jews in attributing
blame for the war. :

The article notes that residepts of Milen mention "capitalism® and "plutocracy"
in noon-hour discussions of the war, but hardly ever employ the word "Jews." It contin-
ues: : : ;

"There is no lew agains: talking about Jews. When discussing the war with the
populace, call bread bread, a dog a dog, a Jew a Jew... -

v

"Well, it is possible to understand how.the bourgecis, who owe their privileges
to the French Revolution engineered by the Jews, find anti-Semitism inconvenient. They
prefer mot to spesk of it. How much intemational, financial and Masonic complieity
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© attitude on the part of the govermernt.

© Islands as ﬂaimra until thqy are otherwise provided for.
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The share of the United States in the record J.N.F. world income of L608,000
ampunted to 59 per cent. Palestine raised six per cent. Leasehold income jumped from
an average L10,000 sannually to 12,000 in the past year, mainly because of urban end
industrial leases.

CLINCHY SEES 'GROWING TOLERANCE AS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES OF CENTURY

NEW YORK, Dec. 9. (JTA) -- Director Everett R. Clinchy reported to the semi-annual
meeting of the. National Conference.of Christians and Jews executive committee last night
that "good fellowship emong Protestents, Catholics and Jews is slowly but markedly in-
creasing in the United States? and hailed this development as ¥one of the most important
social changes cccurring in the twentieth century.® Dr. Clincly received the new title
of president of the NCCJ.

National unity "achieved in hysteria" can Peasily become a uniformity that penal-
izes the holding of en opinion at varismce with popular opinion,® Dr. Clincly said. Prof.
Artiur H. Compton, co-chairman of the National Conference, presided.

Dr. Clincly asserted: "America needs solidarity smong Protestants, Catholics and
Jews for two purposes. First, to arouse citizens against the dengers of disunity invoked
by the mctivities of individuals inciting hatred of particular religious and racial
groups; second, to supply the spiritusl power and vision adequate for the difficult social
and economic problems in our own country which lie ahead.®

Two women were elected to membership in the National Committee, the first time that
women have been so honored. They are Mrs. Edward C. Bailly, New York prominent Catholic
worker, end Mrs. Parker 0. Griffith, Newark, N.J. It was also decided to esteblish a
permanent Committee of the Motion Picture Industry. J. Robert Rubin, vice-president of
M-G-M was appointed chairmen of this committee.

ICKES RENEWS PLEA FOR VIRGIN ISLANDS REFUGEE HAVEN

NEW YORK, Dec. 10, (JTA) -- Secretary of Interior Harold I. Ickes remewed his plea
for opening of Alaske end the Virgin Islands as refugee havens, spesking last night at
a dinner for ald to anti-Fascist refugees in Europe sponsored by The Netion and The New
Republic at the Hotel Commodore.

There are "thousends of men end women of intellectual achievement end democratic
thought who are now in denger of the firing squad," Ickes said. "It is a simple matter
to bring these men and women across the ocean to the warious countries of the Western
Bnisphsre. It involves no more thsn a little money, visitors' permits and a 'help.f\.ll

"My own dqgnrtmnt is dning what lies wit.hin its power to open the way. We are
urging that, under the proper safeguards, the Virgin Islends be made available to polit.ical
refugees, uithr.mt visas, without diplomatic formality. We are urging the hospitable ’
reception of all for whom there msgy be room end that they be allowed to stay in the Virgin

9This would involve no competition either with Amriéan labor or business. ngstead'
of a burden upon the economy of these islands, an ecoromic benefit would flow from these ‘_
visitors, who would have a guarenteed income to provide for their wants. And even before
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BLUM MAY PLEAD OWN CASE IN WAR GUILT TRIAL; VICHY OUSTS 6 JEWISH OFFICIALS

VICHf, Dec. 10, (JTA) -- Former Premier Leon Blum, leader of the Popular Front
government, intends to plead his own case in the wer guilt trials opening in Ricm next
month, it was indicated today.

"7 “Whnile ex-Premier Paul Reynaud, ex-Premier Edouard Daladier, ex-Interior Minister
Georges Mandel and General Gustave Gamelin engaged prominent attorneys to defend them,
Blum chose a little-lnown Paris Jewish lawyer of Russian origin nemed Semuel Spanien.

Meanwhile, it wes announced that six "maitres de requete" of the Council of State
were dismissed under the anti-Jewish statute of Oct. 18, which bars Jews from publie
service. Thay are Julien Reinach, Pierre Bloch-La Rogue, Christian Valensi, Andre
Helbronner, Michel Pontremoli and Jean Cahen-Salvador.

Reinach was appointed honorary State Councillor and the others were made honorary
"maitres de requete." Bloch-La Rogque also resigned as member of the Lsbor Ministry
staff, together with emother official of the Labor Ministry, Narcisse Netter.

" FASCIST ORGAN COMPLAINS OF ITALIANS' RESISTANCE TO ANTI-SEMITISM

ROME, Nov. 25. (JTA-Airmail) -- The continuing opposition to official anti-
Semitism emong the Italisns is indicated by an article in Roberto Farinacei's newspaper,
I1 Regime Fascista, which denounces persons who refuse to mention the Jews in attributing
blame for the war.

The article notes that residents of Milen mention "eapitelism" end "plutocracy"
in noon-hour discussions of the Tr, but hardly ever employ the word "Jews.” It contin-
ues: e 2

“There is no law-against talking sbout Jews. When discussing the war with the
populace, call brez}d bread, a dog a dog, a Jew a Jew...

"Well, it is possible to understand how the bourgecis, who owe their privileges
to the French Revolution engineered by the Jews, find anti-Semitism inconvenient. They
prefer not to speek of it. How much international, financial and Masonic complicity
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~ there must be that so many bourgeois hurry to change the conversation when they hear

Jews mcoused of the war! And God be praised if they don't straightawsy turn compassion-
ate towards their lot." -

The article brought into the open the long-undercurrent unpopularity of anti-
Semitism and the Italians' coolness to the use of "international Jﬂw' as the explenation
of war and all kindred evils.

e t.gx‘s Richest M-@ "Aryanized"

ROME, Dec. 10. (JTA) -- Italy's wealthiest Jew, Senator Abrahem Jacob Isaac Levi,
has succeeded in obteining Government certification that he is en "Aryan," it was learned
todsy, under the aeatd.on? the racial law of 1958 which mekes it possible to cbtain

"Aryenization® by proving/illegitimacy and showing that one's actual fat.her was an
"Aryen."

Persons who know Senmtor Levi find it diffioult to understend his action since he
is 77 years old, has no children who could benefit by his %Aryanization” and lives alone
with his TO-yeg: -0ld wife, whose maiden name is Cohen. They reside in his showplace
palace in Rome which he is rumored to have offered to Premier Benito Mussolini as a
residence at one tims. -

It is indicated that he will shortly be officielly known as Senator Leva. .

Levi has been a supporter and cloge friend of Il Duce since the early deys of
Fescism. His philenthropic work in the remks of Fascism brought him & senatorial nomin-
ation in 1933 on the Premier's recommendation. He was one of Italy's ten Jewish senators.

Born in Turin of foor parents, Levi built up his enormous fortune in shoes, clothing
and department stores. He is considered cne of the most importent businessmen in Italy. At
one time he ouned most of the leading department stores in Italy, baving obtained most 2
of his business ideas through wide traveling, particularly in the United States. Hs is
generally referred to as the "king of ready-made clothes" and is recognized as a leading
figure in the development of several bramnches of Italy'u industry. He is reputed to
possess §50,000,000. ; -

ASK JEWISH MINORITY REPRESENTATION IN CZECH .GOUNGIL

LONDON, Dec. 10. (JTA) -- In connection with the opening session of the Czechoslovak !
State Council, the National Council of Jews of Czechoslovekia issued a statement todsy
expressing deep regret thet no representatives of the Jewish minority hed been included
in the State Couneil. S8tressing that the Jewish minority haed participated for 20 years
in the Republic's development and consolidation, the statement woiced hope that the claim
of the national Jews for representation would be acceded to in the near future.

Two Jews were included in the couneil in a personal capmeity. They are Dr. Julius
g‘riadmun, former head of the economic section of the Czech Foreign Ministry, and Dr. H.J.
transky .

U.S. PROVIDED 59% OF J.N.F. INCOME IN 1940

»
JERUSALEM, Dec. 10, (JTA) -- The Jewish National Fund provided 130,000 days of work
during the past year in afforestation and other land emelioration, especially in the hilly
districts of the Galilee, Semaria end Judeea, where stony ground was converted into
cultivable areas, it was announced todey.
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The share of the United States in the record J.N.F. world ome of LE608,000
umnunted to 59 per cent. Palestine raised six per cent. Leasghtld income jumped from
an average L10/,000 annually to 12,000 in the past year, mainly\bec of urban and

industrial lewses. :

REW YORK, Dec. 9. (JTA) -- Director Everett R. Clincly reported to the semi-annusl
meating of the. National Conference.of Christians and Jews executive committee last night
that Pgood fellowship emong Protestents, Catholics and Jews is slowly but merkedly in-
creasing in the United States® and hailed this development as %ocne of the most important
Bocial changes coourring in the twentieth century." Dr. Clinchy received the new title
of president of the NCCJ.

National unity "achieved in hysteria® can "easily become a uniformity that penal-
izes the holding of an opinion at variemce with popular cpinion,® Dr. Clinely said. Frof.
Artour H. Compton, co-chairman of the National Conference, presided.

Dr. Clinchy asserted: "America needs solidarity among Protestants, Catholics and
Jews for two purposes. First, to arouse citizens against the dengers of disunity invoked
by the activities of individuals inciting hatred of particular religious end racial
groups; second, to supply the spiritual power and vision adequate for the difficult social
and economic problams in our own country which lie ahead.®

Two women were elected to-membership in the National Committee, the first time that
women have been s0 honored. They are Mrs. Edward C. Bailly, New York prominent Catholic
worker, and Mrs. Parker 0. Griffith, Newark. N.J. It was also decided to establish a
permanent Committee of the Motion Picture Industry. J. Robert Rubin, vice-president of
M-G-M was appointed chairmean of this committee.

ICKES RENEWS PLEA FOR VIRGIN ISLANDS REFUGEE HAVEN

; NEW YORK, Dec. 10. (JTA) -- Secretary of Interior Harold I. Ickes renewsd his plea
for opening-iof Alaske sand the Virgin Islands as refugee havens, speeking last night at

a dinner for aid to anti-Fascist refugees in Europe sponsored by The Nation and The New
Republic at the Hotel Commodore.

There are "thousends of men end women of intellectual achievement and democratic
thought who are now in denger of the firing squad," Ickes said. "It is a simple matter
to bring these men and women across the ocesn to the various countries of the Western |
Hemisphere. It involves no more then a little money, visitors' permits and a helpful

~attitude on the part of the govermment.

"My own depertment is doing what lies within its power to open the way. We are .
urging that, under tle proper safeguards, the Virgin Islands be made available to pol!.t..tcal-
refugees, wzt.hout visas, without diplomatic formelity. We are urging the hospitable ;
receptian of all for whm there ma&p be room and that they be allowed to stqr in the Virgim
Islands as visitors until they are otherwise provided for. b

-~

“This would involve no competition either with American labor or business. Inétaad
of a burden upon the economy of these islands, an econcmic benefit would flow from these
visitors, who would have a guaranteed income to provide for their wants. And even before
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Denver, a member of the Goveming Council of the Congress.
1
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the refugee pressure for a haven in this free land of ours become as severe as it is, oy
department had proposed legislation which would provide for a further colonization of
Maska, whose economy would alse thereby be greatly improved.

"Here are two small corners of the WeStern Hemisphere in which American freedom
would mean life and liberty to fellow human beings as well as economic improvement for
ourselves. ¥

GENERAL SENDS GIFT TO UNITED JEWISH APPEAL

+

NEW YORK, Dec.10. (JTA) -- Sending an unsolicited conkribution to the United Jewish
Appeal for Refugees and Overseas Needs, General W.H. Hodges Jr., of Elm Grove, La., declared
that it was his *firm conviction that the world is now peying the penalty of its indifference
to the persecution of Jews Ly Hitler and his kind," the U.J.A. revealed todsy.

Ceneral Hodges, who is now stationed at Cemp Besuregard, Louisisna, said lﬁnhmuvement
to provide relief for the distressed should be supported by "all people of every race and
ereed in this free country.?

COLORADO STOPS ASKING RELIGION OF JOB APPLICANTS

NEW YORK, Dec.10. (JTA) - The practice of requesting end recording applicents for
employment as Catholies, Protestants and Jews has been discontinued by the Colorado State )
Employment Service, the Commission on Economic Problems of the Americen Jewish Congress
reported today. The action followed negotiations by State Senator A.B. Hirschfeld of

The Commission on Beconomic Problems is continuing its efforts to secure the elimin-
ation of t estion of religion by st.ate employment buresus throughout the country,
Chairman J.X§ Cohen stated.

Z2.0.A. URGES EMPHASIS ON ZIONISM DURING CHANUKAH i

WASHINGTON, Dec. 10. (JTA) - The Zionist Organization of America today urged that
emphasis be placed on the Zionist cause during celebration of Chanukah. ®Jewlsh pioneers
who are valiantly defending their position in Palestine, whick they have built with
sacrifice and toil in the past two decades, are the true descendents of the Maccabeans
of old,® E.I. Keufman, Z0A president declared.

2 SPIES WHO ENTERED ENGLND AS REFUGEES EXECUTED

LONDON, Dec. 10. (JTA) -- Two German spies who entered Britain disguised as refugees
and were caught with a portable radio transmitter with which they intended to broadcast
information to Germamy were executed todey at Pentonville Prison. They were Jose Waldberg, .
25, and Karl Meler, 24--the first spies executed in Britain in this war.

CHIEF RABBI KISS DEAD IN BUDAPEST

BUDAPEST, Nov. 14. (JTA-By Mail) -- Chief Rabbi Arnold Kiss of the Buda Jewish
Community died today in the Pester Chewra Kadischa hospital. Member of a noted rabbinical

~ family of Nagybecskerek, southern Hungarian town now belonging to Yugoslavia, he was rabbi*

in Zsolne and Veszprem and came to Budapest in 1900. He was for more then 40 years leader
of the Jewish community of Buda, cne of the.two sections forming the capital city. He was
kmown as a gifted spesker, poet amnd writer. 3



