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ROOSEVELT FORMING 'SUPER-COMMITTEE' TO ACT ON POLITICAL REFUGEES

WASHINGTON, Dec. 9. (JTA) —— A ®super-commi ttee® to pass upon applications of
political refugees for admission to the United States is being chosen in Washington,
under orders of President Roosevelt, it was learned todsy.

The committee is being formed to settle the differences of opinion between, the
President's Advisory Committee on Political Refugees in New York amd certain groups with-
in the Government as to exactly who end how many should be admitted as politicel refugees.

Assl stent Secretary of State Breckenridge Long has been placed in charge of select-
ing the persomnel of the new committee, which will include representatives of the State,
Justice, War and Navy Departments.

The committee will also act as a court of final appeal for political refugees
whose admission into the U.S. bas been recommended by the President's Advisory Committee
but whose spplications for visas have been turned down by consuls sbroad. Formation
of the committee is expected by interested circles here to break a "bottleneck” which
bhas handicapped adnission of political refugees.

Under the procedure to be followed after amnouncement of the committee's personnel,
all visa applications approved by the President's Advisory Committee will immediately
be routed to the new committee. All spplications for admission must be approved by both
comnittees before recommendations will be csbled to comsuls sbroad.

; ~ Placing of representatives of the Justice, Navy and War Departments on the new
~ committee is designéd to forestall emy possibility that fifth colummnists would enter the
country in the guise of refugees, it was leamned.

al that the Interior Department, through independent action, establish the Virgin Islands

| e
| Memwhile, it was leamed that the President has turned thumbs down on the propos-
i
@8 a temporaxyy haven for financially independent refugees.

The Ohief Executive's action came after the State Department had blocked the
effort of the department's Territories and Possessions Division to have the haven
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| esteblished through proclamation by Governor Cramer on the ground that the proclamation
would be superseded by the authority of the inter-departmental committee now being formed.

The State Department took the resultent dispute to the White House for settlement
shortly before the President seiled for his West Indian inspection tour. After receiving
reports from the Federal Buresu of Investigation and Army and Navy intelligence which
stressed that Communist and Nazi agents and other undesirsbles hed been found in refugee
groups seeking emergency visitors' visas, the President ruled out the entire idea unless
gome plan could be developed which would meet the State Department's approval.

100,000 DRAFTED JEWS IN HUNGAR' BEING DRMOBILIZED FOR WINTER

BUDAPEST, Dec. 9. (JTA) -- Approximately 100,000 Jews serving in labor battalions
are being demobilized for the Winter, but will be redrafted next Spring, it was learned
todey. The demobilization is expected to be completed by Dec. 20.

The ounger men, aged 21 to 25, who have not.performed military service will be
mobilized.after Christmas for three months' military treining. They will then be transferred
to military labor battalions where they will serve two years, Men aged 25 to 42 are expected
to be remobilized in special Jewish labor gegs next Spring, as soon as weather permits.

oince September Jewish lebor gengs have been utilized in the newly-acquired Trensylvan-
ian areas for building roads, railways, parks end fortifications.

4,000 POLISH JEWS IN RUMANIA FACE DEPORTATION

TEL AVIV, Dec. 9. (JTA) -- Four thousand Polish Jewish refugees in Rumania have been
ordered by the Siguranza, Rumanien secret police, to leave the country immediately or face
de “rtation to Poland, it was reported todsy by Ben-Zion Zangen, former J.T.A. correspond-
eny in Lwow, Poland, who arrived here from Rumania.

i ~ Zangen said the refugees were desperate. Many had immigration certificates for
| Palestine but were unable to proceed because of lack of Turkish trensit visas end were
~ appealing for immedi ate assistence. : :

5 The Turkish Government has begun issuance oF transit visas to citizens of Baltic
- countries seeking to emigrate to Palestine, but this does not affect Polish citizens.

178 JEWS DENATIONALIZED BY REICH

ZURICH, ‘Dec. 9. (JTA) -- The official guette in Berlin todsy published names of 173
Jews and "persons related with Jews" who have been deprived of German nationality by the
Interior Ministy. The gazette said they were persons who had immigrated to the Reich

and obtained natursl isation before the advent of the Hitler regime.

ma CHARGES 2,800 MBDEMRIA SINKING

kot e i

b BUDAFEST, Dec. 9. (JTA) -- Axis propagmdists are seeking to raise feeling against
Britain by spreading a fantastic story that 2,800 Jewish refugees perished in the explosion
- and pinking of the refugee ship Patria at Haifa on Nov. 25.
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'It. has been esteblished that 56 of the 1,771 refugees who were on board the ehip
died and most of the rest were saved by heroic action of British forces in the port. The
survivors have received permission to remain in Palestine.

Nevertheless, the Nagzi-dominated Bucharest newspaper Curentul todey published a
purperted interview with seamen returned from Haifa who said there were 35,800 Jews aboard
the Patria end that nearly 3,000 of them died in*the sinking of the ship.

The Italian rnd:l.o went even further, claiming that British troops machine-gunned
refugees as thy swam -in t,la water of the harbor following the sinking of the ship.

PALESTINE FARM WHBRB J\PPEJ\L FOR AID

JERUSALEM, Dec. 9. (JTA) -- The need of raising L30,000 for urgent relief for Jewish
agricultural workers was stressed last night by Samuel Dayen, opening the Histadruth farm
conference at Kfar Ssba.

Dgren appesled to Americen Jews to intensify assistence to Palestine Jewish agricult
ure as fundamen tal for ebsorption of refugees from Europe. He demanded Government aid for
extension of Jewish agriculture.

Z. Ahronovits, representing the Histadruth's gemeral secretariat, reporting on aid
tc unemplayed farm workers, said 29,000 were receiving full or partial assistance.

Seek Lend for Grodzienski Colony

a
TEL AVIV, Dec. 9. (JTA) -- A committee here is negotiating for acquisition of 4,000
dunems of lend near Safed for establisiment of a colony nemed Achiezer in memory of the
late Rabbi Chaim Ogzer Grodzienski of Wilno Tithuania it was disclesed todsy. Funde
for the colony are being raised in the United States by the Pomle Agudath Tsrael religious
lebor orgenization. The committee bere inivdas Mai~ Kaxlas FRiiay Hemazur Fenjamin
Mintz end Jacob Lenden.

. JEWISH OLONY OLEARED IN TORAH DESECRATION

JERUSALEM, Dec. 9. (JTA) -- A committee of rebbis which investigated fr» aleged
desecration of Torah scrolls at Magdiel on Nov. 11 reported todeay that there w:s nc
del iberate desecration, but said the colonists were not sufficiently careful a'cu. pars :
of a scroll received by a settler from his father still in Russia. The commi+tes insluded
“abbis Meir Berlin, Jacob Fishmen and Aaron Weber.' ; 3

" TCE-CHATRMEN, 2 BOARD MEMBERS ADDED BY J.D.C. AT ANNUAL MEETING

NEW YORK, Dec. 9. (JTA) -- Officers of the Joint Distribution Comm’ftse were re- 2
7= fed todgy, with the addition of two vice-chairmen, two board members and 664 rational
“wure L pembers, at the J.D.C.'s 26th mmnual meeting, held at the orgenization s headquart-
#c8 bara. y ;

Tra 7aw vice-chairmen are Alfred Jaretzki Jr. and Harold F. Linder both of New
. " i3 iaw board members are Armend Mgy, Atlanta, end William W. %Gcodman, Memphis.
: ow men” ers cf the national council increase the totel of that body to 2 849.

‘. _ (Continued on reverse side)
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Paul Baerwald was relected chairman and Edward M.M. Warburg co-chairman. Others
relected include Mrs. Felix M. Warburg, honorary chairman; Jemes N, Rosefberg, chairman
of executive committee; Jemes H, Becker, chairman of national council; Joseph C. Hymenm,
executive vice-cheirman; Governor Herbert H. Lelman, George Backer, David M. Bressler,
Alexender Kehn, Solomon Lowenstein, William Rosenwald, Williem J. Shroder, M.0. Sloss and
Rabbi Jonah B. Wise, vice-chairmen; I. Edwin Goldwasser and Marco F. Hellman, treasurers;
Moses A, Leavitt, secretary; and Morris CO. Troper, Dr. Bernhard Kehn end Joseph J. Schwartz,
chairman, honorary chairman and vice-chairman, respectively, of the Europeen couneil.

Becker, in his report as national council chairman, stressed that a million persons
in 50 countries had recelved J.D.C. assistence during 1940. The J.D.C.'s aid averted many
deaths end other tragedies, he said, stressing the need for incressed support of the relief
activities.

CHEL STIAN GROUP URGES FIGHT AGAINST ANTI-SEMITISM

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J., Dec. 9. (JTA) —- An intensified program to combat enti-Semitism
and increase Christien-Jewish understanding, including emphasis on teaching of Jewish hist-
ory im theologicel seminaries, was contained todsy in a report to the Home Missions Couneil,
representing 24 Protestent dmominations by its Joint Committee of Cooperating Boards on
the Christimm Approach to the Jews.

FRANKFURTER ADOPTS 5 BRITISH CHILDREN

WASHINGTON, Dec. 9. (JTA) -- Supreme Court Justice Felix Frankfurter has adopted
three British children for the duration of the war, it was disclosed todsy. The children,
who are being shel tered at the jurist's Georgetown home, are Ann and Venetia Murrey, 12 and
B, deughters of Prof. Gilbert Myrrey of Oxford, end Oliver Gates, 5, son of Mrs. Sylvester
Gates of London.

B'NAL B!'RITH ALDS RED CROSS HOME SERVICE PROGRAM -;

WASHINGTON, Dec. 9. (JTA) -- B'mai B'rith bas joined hands with the American Red
Cross in helping to exscute the Red Cross's home service program for the femilies of men
cal lad into the armed service of the United States. Henry Monsky, president of B'mei
B'rith, snnounced consummation of arrengements by which the menpower and machinery of the
more then 800 B'nai B'rith lodges and auxiliaries throughout the country will be placed
at the immediate dispossl of the home service sections of local Red Cross chepters.

i "We bave assured the Red Cross,” Monsky said, "that this offer is not confined to

- members of the Jewish faith because B'nai B'rith is desirous of helping wherever and whenever
it can in the Govermment's national defense.underteking, especially by way of preserving
morale in the armed services amnd on the home front.®

 RECREATI.!” CENTER OPENED AT FT. McCLELLAN

ANNISTON, Ala., Dec. 9. (JTA) -- The first recreation center estsblished by a welfare
agency for the bemefit of soldiers' of the 27th Division of New York encemped at Fort McClell-
an was opened lere by the Jewish Welfare Board on authorization of its Army end Navy 4
Committee, headed by Jobm M. Schiff. The center is in charge of Rabbi Abba M. Fineberg,
J.W.B. welfare worker, who is a first lieutenant in the Chaplains Reserve Corps.



